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Restore a Stream, Restore a Community
Annapolis, Maryland – In 2010, a partnership formed to restore Watts Branch, a tributary of the Anacostia River, one of the most urban watersheds in the Chesapeake Bay drainage basin. The project was collaboration between the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Natural Resources Conservation Service, the National Park Service, the Environmental Protection Agency, the D.C. Department of the Environment, the D.C. Water and Sewer Authority and several local organizations.
The main focus was to restore the eroded stream channel, which was responsible for depositing nearly 1,500 ton of sediment in to the Anacostia watershed each year. Restoration reduced erosion and sedimentation of the stream, instream habitat improved to support fish like American eel, alewife and American shad. Habitat along the stream also improved for birds such prothonotary warblers, barred owls and great blue herons, to name just a few.
Restoring Watts Branch also had a substantial impact on the local economy, accounting for 26 jobs and providing over $1.5 million in local labor incomes including salaries, wages and benefits and $1.5 million in local value added (expenditures to the Gross Domestic Product). The restoration indirectly supported an additional 19 jobs, providing and an additional $1.1 million in labor and $1.9 in value added.

A degraded stream was transformed into an urban sanctuary within an underserved community of Washington, D.C. Local communities have seen utility and street upgrades. Washington Parks and People have begun using Watts Branch as an outdoor classroom to prepare others workforce for jobs in urban and community forestry. The community as a whole has benefitted from restoring Watts Branch. 
The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are both a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals, and commitment to public service. For more information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov/chesapeakebay/. Connect with our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/FWS.ChesapeakeBay , follow our tweets at https://twitter.com/chesapeakebayfo, watch our YouTube Channel at http://www.youtube.com/usfws and download photos from our Flickr page at http://www.flickr.com/photos/usfwshq.
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