
Dam Removed From Premier Trout Stream in Virginia
This summer, a derelict dam was finally removed from Mossy Creek in Augusta County, Virginia. In addition to the dam removal, nearly 2,300 linear feet of stream were restored back to a more natural state. 
Like so many other waterways on the East Coast, Mossy Creek was altered through time to meet the needs of the community. During the 18th century, an ironworks including a forge, furnace and other facilities, like a flour mill, existed here. A wooden dam and raceway channeled water needed for these operations. 
By the 1920s the wooden dam had been replaced by a cement dam however it did not hold water well. By the 1930s, a nearby railroad used to transport goods from Mossy creek has ceased operation. Twenty years later new roads and bridges were constructed in the area but the furnace and mill operations were gone. There was no need for the dam.
Although the dam had been partially breached, it still constricted and altered water levels and fish passage. Even though Mossy Creek is one of the premier trout streams in Virginia due to the fact that as much as 80% of its water comes from cold water springs, natural trout reproduction had been hindered due to excess sediment from poor agricultural practices in the valley.
Partners including Trout Unlimited, Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Chesapeake Bay Field Office devised a plan to remove the dam and restore the stream both upstream and downstream of the Route 809 Bridge. 
Recognizing the historical significance of the remaining parts of the old mills works, partners worked with Virginia Department of Historic Resources to preserve nearby archaeological features. These included a portion of the dam, raceway, slag pile and crib dam. No archeological sites would be affected by the dam removal or restoration activities. 
Restoration of a more natural stream channel will help to transport and process excess sediment out of the project area and create a gravel bottom suitable for trout spawning. Currently, Mossy Creek supports populations of rainbow and brown trout. However, the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries hopes to reintroduce native brook trout into the waterway in coming years. 
Volunteers, led by Trout Unlimited will plant native vegetation alongside the creek to stabilize the stream banks, reduce runoff, create shade and provide habitat for other wildlife.  Biologists will monitor Mossy Creek for 3 years, with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service assisting in the physical monitoring and Trout Unlimited and Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries conducting fish and other biologic sampling.
Funding for this project was possible through grants from Chesapeake Bay Trust, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, Natural Resources Conservation Service, Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation as well as in-kind contributions from Trout Unlimited and Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries.  
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