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Landowner Incentive Program (LIP) 

 A cost-share program funded by US Fish & Wildlife 
Service, administered by DGIF 

 

 Awarded to state wildlife agencies (DGIF) to 
accomplish various conservation projects related to 
protection of at-risk wildlife species 

 

 VDGIF received a LIP grant worth $1.5 million in 
2003, grant was extended until 2013  
 http://www.virginia.gov/habitat/lip/ 

 

 

 

http://www.virginia.gov/habitat/lip/
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Virginia’s Upper Roanoke River Watershed 
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Catawba LandCare 

 Catawba LandCare is a group of residents and landowners in 
the Catawba and North Fork Valleys dedicated to the care of 
the land and community  

 

 LandCare is simply caring for our land and community 

 

 Neighbors working together to enhance the quality of our 
valley 

 

 www.catawbalandcare.org 
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Catawba LandCare 
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Catawba LandCare 
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Catawba Landcare 
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Catawba Landcare 
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Catawba LandCare 
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StreamCare in Action 

 “Because this is the only place where they are doing this 
from a watershed perspective” J.Laughlin 

 

 “…the region surrounding the Catawba valley serves as 
the headwaters for three critical watersheds of the 
eastern US…” K.Kimmel 

 

 “The name Catawba is Sioun for “people of the river”, 
evidence of the important role the rivers have played 
historically in supporting and connecting communities.” 
K.Kimmel 



15 



Catawba LandCare 
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Implementation Genius – Mr. Ned Yost 
Ned mentors about the need for partnerships inside his log cabin at 
McDonalds Mill in the North Fork Roanoke River watershed. 
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Conservation Partners 

Public 

 Virginia Dept. of Game & 
Inland Fisheries 

 Virginia Dept. of Forestry 

 DCR – Water Quality 
Improvement Fund 

 Virginia Outdoor Foundation 

 Virginia Tech  

 U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service – 
Partners  

 Skyline Soil & Water 
Conservation District 

 

Private 

 Catawba LandCare 

 Fish America Foundation 

 New River Land Trust 

 Trout Unlimited – New River 
Valley Chapter 

 Virginia Master Naturalist – 
New River Valley Chapter 

 Vaughn Bassett Furniture 
Company 

 Western Virginia Land Trust 

 Western VA Water Authority 
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North Fork Roanoke River Restoration Sites 
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Catawba Landcare 
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DGIF restoration projects on NFRR 
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Headwater Farms project 
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Headwater Farms project 
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Headwater Farm project 
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Shuler/Stevenson project 
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BEFORE 

Larry Mohn & Justin Laughlin 



Shuler/Stevenson project 
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Yost project – phase I 
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Before After 

Yost project – phase I 

Bill Bennett 



Yost project – phase I 
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Yost project – phase I 
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Yost project – phase I 
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AFTER – 4 yrs 



Yost project – phase II 
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Absher project  
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Louise Finger 



Absher project 
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BEFORE – DGIF Team 

AFTER – 1 yr 



BTR project 
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BTR project 
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BEFORE 



BTR project 
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Justin Laughlin & Bill Bennett 



BTR project 
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BTR project 
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BTR project 



BTR project 
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BTR project 
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BTR project 
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Conclusions 

 Partnerships are required for grant funded restoration 

 

 Restoration comes down to personal relationships – By 
collaborating with Catawba LandCare, VDGIF has found 
an effective method to engage landowners about 
improving water quality, recreational fisheries, and 
protecting sensitive aquatic species 

 

 

 

 



Conclusions 

 Small niche market for grant funded public-private 
partnerships 

 

 

 The success of this watershed-scale restoration project is 
due to empowering local landowners to protect and 
restore our waters which improves the community and 
stream health 
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