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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is one of two lead Federal Agencies mandated with
the protection and conservation ofFederal trust resources, including threatened and endangered
species listed under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16U.S.C. 1531 etseq.) (ESA). The
U.S. Department of Commerce (DOC), U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD), as well as the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) allocate grant funds for rural
development projects. Accordingly, obligations under the ESA and the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) require HUD and USDA to perform anenvironmental impact review prior to
a project's approval. Primarily, these projects involve repair, maintenance, or reconstruction of
existing facilities on previously developed land.

Many of the DOC, HUD, and USDA projects result in no adverse impacts to federally protected
species. In determining if your project will have an effect on federally protected species or
designated critical habitat under the jurisdiction of the Service, we provide this guidance, relative
to the criteria listed below, applicable to many DOC, HUD, and USDA project requests. If the
project description falls in one of the categories and the Federal agency, or their designee,
determines there is no effect or impact to federally protected species or designated critical
habitat, no further action is required under section 7 of the ESA. Please note this guidance
applies only to projects in South Carolina.

Description of DOC, HUD, and USDA Projects Covered

The following types of projects have been evaluated by the Service in accordance with ESA and
NEPA:

1. Purchase machinery, equipment, and supplies for use in existing structures and buildings.
2. Finance or refinance existing structures or properties. Transfer of loans where the

original lending or mortgage institutions for existing projects are no longer holding the
loans and the properties transfer via back loans.

3. Construct, expand, maintain, remove, replace, or rehabilitate structures on developed or
otherwise disturbed areas. Examples of developed or disturbed areas include paved,
filled, graveled, routinely mowed vegetated grasses, agricultural fields, and pasturelands.
Undeveloped areas are those sites where natural vegetation dominates.

4. New, refurbished, or expanded parking lots and amenities associated with existing or
proposed private, commercial, or industrial developments that do not expand into
previously undeveloped areas.

5. Implement streetscape beautificationprojects. Examples of these projects include the
removal and replacement of existing sidewalks, curbing, or gutters; demolishing and




