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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Clearance to Proceed with Communication Tower Projects

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is one of two Federal agencies responsible for the
protection and conservation of Federal Trust Resources, such as threatened and endangered species
and migratory birds, in accordance with the following Acts:

• section7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et secj.) (ESA);
• Bald and Golden Eagle ProtectionAct (16 U.S.C. 668-668d) (Eagle Act); and
• Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 701 et seq.) (MBTA).

Included in this mandate is the review of communication tower projects. The Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) authorizes these projects as part of its authorization and
obligations under the ESA and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), requires a project
environmental impact review. These projects primarily involve new tower construction, co-location
of antennas on existing communication towers or other structures, and the repair, maintenance, or
relicensing of existing structures.

With the continuing advances in cellular communication technology and widespread consumer
demand for this service, the South Carolina Ecological Services Field Office has experienced a
significant increase in the number of requests to review these projects. To fulfill our statutory
obligations under the ESA in a timely and consistent manner, and to assist communication
companies in addressing FCC and NEPA environmental impact review requirements, the Service
developed the following downloadable guidance: "September 2013 U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) Revised Voluntary Guidelines for Communication Tower Design, Siting,
Construction, Operation, Retrofitting, and Decommissioning."

Federally Listed Species Assessment

For new tower construction and related activities, applicants are responsible for conducting an initial
assessment and site survey to determine if any federally listed species or designated critical habitat
occurs within, or in proximity to, the project footprint. The South Carolina Ecological Services Field
Office Web site, http://www.fws.gov/charleston contains information on federally protected species,
such as the wood stork (Mycteria americana), the bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), and
federally protected plants in South Carolina. Information on known bald eagle nests is also available
at http://www.fws.gov/southeast/es/baldeagle/index.html. Forprojects located in suitable nesting or
foraging habitat for the red-cockaded woodpecker (Picoides borealis) that are on public lands, contact
the landowner/manager for location information. On private lands, please go to
http://www.fws.gov/rcwrecovery/recovery_plan.html to find the red-cockaded woodpecker survey
protocol. If the siteassessment and/or survey reveal federally protected species within the project






