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FY 2023 BUDGET JUSTIFICATION EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is the oldest Federal conservation agency, tracing its lineage
back to 1871, and the only agency in the Federal government whose primary responsibility is management
of biological resources for the American public. The Service works with others to conserve, protect, and
enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people.

The Service is responsible for implementing
. some of our Nation’s most important and
% o4 foundational environmental laws, such as the
¢ Endangered Species Act (ESA), Migratory
Bird Treaty Act (MBTA), Marine Mammal
Protection Act, Lacey Act, and international
. agreements like the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species
(CITES). The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
manages an unparalleled network of public
lands and waters called the National Wildlife
Refuge System. With more than 560 refuges
spanning the country, this system protects
iconic species and provides some of the best

wildlife viewing opportunities on Earth.

The Service is a key player in the
Administration’s goals for its ambitious
America the Beautiful initiative, which
focuses on climate change, environmental
justice, and species and habitat conservation.
The Administration has set ambitious goals
that will ensure America and the world can
meet the urgent demands of the climate
crisis, while empowering American workers
and businesses to lead a clean energy
revolution and puts the United States on a
path to a net-zero emission economy.

2021 Annual Kids Fishing Day at Warm Springs National Fish
Hatchery in GA

The Service’s Organization

The Service has headquarters in Washington, D.C. and Falls Church, Virginia, with eight regional offices
and almost 800 field stations. These stations include 567 National Wildlife Refuges, 71 National Fish
Hatcheries, 51 Fish and Wildlife Conservation Offices, 79 Ecological Services Field Stations, nine Fish
Health Centers, and seven Fish Technology Centers and three Law Enforcement support facilities. In
addition the Service staffs 17 designated ports of entry and 13 embassies overseas. The Service manages
more than 830 million acres of lands and waters, including the national wildlife refuges, 38 wetland
management districts, 49 coordination areas, seven National Monuments, and 760 million acres in Marine
National Monuments.

U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE EX-1
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The Service works with diverse partners to accomplish its conservation mission, including other Federal
agencies, State and local governments, Tribes, international organizations, and private organizations and
individuals.

The Director reports to the Department of the Interior’s Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife and Parks,
and has direct line authority over headquarters and eight Regional Directors. Headquarters-based Assistant
Directors provide policy, program management, and administrative support to the Director. The Regional
Directors guide policy and program implementation, supervising the field structures, and coordinating
activities with partners.

(See organizational chart, next page)
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Overview of FY 2023 Budget Request

Budget Authority 2021 2022 2023 | Change

($000) Actual | Annualized Request from

CR 2022

(+/-)
Current Authority* 1,583,861 1,732,633 | 2,062,559 | +329,926

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law™* -90,545 -90,545

Supplemental - Construction -58,227 -58,227
Current Authority ex Supplementals 1,583,861 1,583,861 1,972,054 388,153
Permanent Authority*** 1,681,321 1,980,961 | 1,769,109 | -211,743
Total — w/ supplementals 3,265,182 3,713,594 | 3,831,668 118,074
Discretionary 6,490 6,602 7,529 +927
Mandatory 279 310 337 +27
Transfers/Alloc. 1,441 1,431 1,554 +123
TOTAL FTEs 8,210 8,343 9,420 +1,077

*includes supplementals
** net of transfers
***net of sequestration

Overview

The 2023 President’s budget for FWS totals $3.8 billion, including current appropriations of $2.0 billion,
an increase of $388.2 million above a 2022 full-year continuing resolution (CR). The budget includes $1.8
billion available under permanent appropriations, most of which is provided directly to States for fish and
wildlife restoration and conservation. FWS estimates that staffing will equal 9,423 full-time equivalents
(FTEs), an increase of 1,032 FTEs from the 2022 full-year CR level. The 2023 budget promotes strategic
investments to implement the America the Beautiful initiative, including funds to address climate change
effects on FWS trust resources, conserve species and habitats, reconnect Americans with the outdoors,
enable economic development, and create good-paying job opportunities.

EX-4 U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE



FY 2023 BUDGET JUSTIFICATION EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The America the Beautiful Initiative

A major focus of the Service’s request this year
is implementing the Administration’s America
the Beautiful initiative. The initiative is rooted in
the desire to better support and honor the people
and communities who serve as stewards of our
lands, waters, and wildlife—from Tribes and
Indigenous peoples, to fishermen, farmers and
ranchers, to local and State governments—and
to ensure that all people of

this Nation benefit from America’s rich and
vibrant lands and waters.

The Administration has formulated eight
principles by which the Nation should pursue

thi's ambitious co‘nservation‘effort. .These Secretary Haaland planting vegetation with youth at the San Diego
principles commit the Administration to: National Wildlife Refuge. (Photo by DOI)
e Pursuing a Collaborative and Inclusive

Approach to Conservation

e Conserving America’s Lands and Waters for the Benefit of All People

e Supporting Locally Led and Locally Designed Conservation Efforts

e Honoring Tribal Sovereignty and Support the Priorities of Tribal Nations

e Pursuing Conservation and Restoration Approaches that Create Jobs and Support Healthy
Communities

e Honoring Private Property Rights and Support the Voluntary Stewardship Efforts of Private
Landowners and Fishers

e Using Science as a Guide
e Building on Existing Tools and Strategies with an Emphasis on Flexibility and Adaptive
Approaches

The Service’s budget supports the Administration’s call to action to support locally-led conservation and
restoration efforts across public, private, State, and Tribal lands and waters.

Conservation — A key part of the America the Beautiful effort is Conservation. Since Conservation is the
primary mission of the Service, many of our programs are reflected in this initiative. For example, the
budget supports President Biden’s call to action to collaboratively conserve, connect, and restore 30 percent
of U.S. land and water by 2030 through investments in partner programs, climate science, and habitat
adaptation and resilience. Additional funding supports FWS land management and restoration, in
collaboration with States, Tribes, and private landowners to conserve habitat while supporting working
lands and engaging urban communities in conservation. Those investments will create job opportunities
outdoors and through increased project consultation capacity to simultaneously support conservation and
economic development. The budget will enhance FWS conservation programs aimed at stemming the
effects of climate change, with increased support for permitting needed for responsible economic growth.

Conservation, adaptation, and resiliency actions are most effective when they involve partners. This budget
directs resources to programs that engage State, local, and Tribal governments, along with private
organizations. This collaboration is critical to improve habitat, provide clean water, and limit the effects of
climate change. The budget enables FWS to work alongside private landowners by investing $83.4 million,
in the Partners for Fish and Wildlife and Coastal programs. The budget also includes $82.4 million for State

U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE EX-5
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and Tribal Wildlife Grants to support State and Tribal efforts to protect wildlife habitat. These investments
will create job opportunities for Americans in the outdoors and through increased project consultation
capacity to simultaneously support conservation and economic development.

A critical component of the Administration’s climate adaptation, conservation, and job creation objectives
is the National Wildlife Refuge System. The Refuge System’s 830 million acres of lands and waters,
includes 567 national wildlife refuges, waterfowl production areas in 209 counties managed within 38
Wetland Management Districts and 49 Coordination Areas, seven National Monuments, and 760 million
acres in Marine National Monuments. The Refuge System delivers conservation on a landscape level,
providing important ecosystem services such as improved water quality, flood mitigation, and habitat for
the survival and protection of hundreds of threatened and endangered species. Wildlife Refuges also offer
recreational opportunities such as hunting, fishing, and watching wildlife. Through the Urban Wildlife
Conservation Program initiative, the Service is welcoming city dwellers to enjoy the outdoors by engaging
new audiences in outdoor experiences, both on wildlife refuges and partner lands. The Budget includes
$12.5 million to expand opportunities for Americans in urban communities to connect with the outdoors
and contribute to conservation. At least one wildlife refuge is within an hour’s drive of most major cities
and more than 260 wildlife refuges are near smaller cities. More than a dozen Urban Wildlife Refuge
Partnerships are within 25 miles of cities like Baltimore, Maryland and Seattle, Washington, and offer
access to outdoor experiences ranging from bird watching to fishing. The Refuge System and other Service
programs will play a strong role in the Administration’s Civilian Climate Corps (CCC) by providing
opportunities to put young people to work improving America’s lands, waters, and infrastructure. The 2023
budget includes $10.0 million to put the CCC to work to advance habitat restoration and adaptation while
creating good-paying conservation jobs.

To further the conservation of species listed under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and to work to
prevent at-risk species from becoming further imperiled, the Service is requesting $356.2 million for the
Ecological Services program. The Service is instrumental in supporting economic recovery and job creation
in the United States as timely evaluations of proposed infrastructure, and other development projects,
assisting permitting agencies, and issuing permits for these contributes to job creation and economic
growth. To facilitate consultation under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Act (BIL) as well as address increasing
needs for consultation in a growing economy the Service is requesting $152.8 million for Planning and
Consultation.

The budget proposes $54.3 million for Conservation and Restoration. These funds will contribute to
conservation of marine mammals and at-risk species, often involving private partners, and support systems
such as the National Wetlands Inventory to inform adaptive management and resilience projects.

The Fish and Aquatic Conservation Program carries out aquatic resource conservation work through a
nationwide network of more than 150 facilities that includes national fish hatcheries, fish and wildlife
conservation offices, fish health centers, and fish technology centers. These facilities are neighbors to
communities across the Nation, providing the American public a variety of long-standing outdoor
opportunities to see and learn about fish and aquatic resources and enjoy nature. Through biological
inventories, assessments, resource modeling, and conservation strategies, the Fisheries Program and its
partners strive to understand and alleviate threats to aquatic resources by propagating fish, mussels, and
other aquatic species to enhance wild populations, strategically improving habitat, restoring the
connectivity of the Nation’s waterways, and preventing new infestations of aquatic invasive species. The
Budget includes $260.4 million for the Fisheries Program.

This budget builds on support in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law with $2.6 million to establish an aquatic
invasive species rapid response initiative within existing authorities of FWS. This initiative, coordinated

EX-6 U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
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through the Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force, and other rapid response efforts are the most cost-
effective and successful ways to address invasive species once they are detected in the environment.

Investment in control of invasive species must also be met with the statutory tools necessary to protect
natural resources, human and animal health, infrastructure, and the economy. The budget supports efforts
to amend Title 18 of the Lacey Act to return the longstanding authority of FWS to prohibit interstate
transport of injurious species. Recent examples of injurious species contaminating commercial products
demonstrate the need to restore this authority.

The budget includes $70.2 million for the Migratory Bird Management Program. The budget includes
robust support to modernize the permitting process and supporting systems to enable the use of the latest
scientific information and energy production technologies when evaluating development proposals. This
request will advance migratory bird management in an era of a changing climate, enable new habitat and
species analyses, develop management techniques, and remove uncertainties faced by industry.

Climate Change - The Service is focusing on Climate Change throughout all of its programs, including its
Science program, which is funded at $57.5 million. The Science program works with partners to develop
plans for conserving landscapes across the country, to address climate changes as well as other conservation
needs. The Science Applications program works with parners with the goal of creating a network of
connected lands and waters. Each of these partnerships are tailored to the needs of their geographies.

Implementing an aggressive agenda to tackle climate change requires investments in support facilities and
real property. The Service is responsible for more than $50 billion in constructed real property assets that
include over 25,000 structures (e.g., buildings and water management structures) as well as nearly 14,000
roads, bridges, and dams. These facilities allow manipulation of water levels in wetlands to support
migrating wildlife, research to propagate at-risk species, and maintenance of land management equipment
and vehicles — all which support conservation and counter the effects of climate change. The Great
American Outdoors Act of 2020 (GAOA) provides up to $95 million annually for five years for deferred
maintenance projects within the Refuge System and the Service is using these funds for projects that will
improve land management capabilities. The Budget includes $275 million for asset maintenance and
construction. The Service will use these funds to address high-priority health and safety needs for Service-
owned assets to begin a transition to a life-cycle maintenance strategy that will increase utilization rates
while reducing long-term maintenance costs. Maintenance funding will support major energy and efficiency
upgrades at fish hatcheries, coordination offices, and other facilities that are ineligible for deferred
maintenance funding provided by GAOA.

Electric Vehicles and Charging Infrastructure - In support of the President’s goal of transitioning to a
fully Zero Emission Vehicle Federal fleet, the Service’s request includes $16.8 million for zero emission
vehicle (ZEV - battery electric, plug-in electric hybrid, and hydrogen fuel cell vehicles) acquisitions and
deploying necessary vehicle charging and refueling infrastructure. These acquisitions are a significant step
towards eliminating tailpipe emissions of greenhouse gases (GHG) from the Service fleet and aligning
the Service’s fleet operations with the goal of achieving a fully ZEV Federal fleet. This action is important
because tailpipe emissions are currently the leading source of GHG emissions that threaten the planet and
harm U.S. communities.

Deploying Clean Energy — The Service recognizes the need to support the development of clean energy
sources in order to create new industries to support American workers while reducing emissions that
contribute to climate change. The budget proposes $22.6 million, a program increase of $11.5 million, for
activities associated with energy development, including a program increase of $8.0 million for the
Ecological Services Planning and Consultation program to support reviews and permitting of clean energy
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projects. Within the Migratory Bird Management program, the Budget includes a program increase of $3.5
million for clean energy project permitting to ensure we can utilize renewable resources while protecting
migratory birds, notably iconic Bald and Golden eagles.

Promoting Diversity - The FWS budget includes $7.2 million to support diversity, inclusion, equity and
accessibility, including $560,000 as part of a Departmentwide initiative to address identified high-priority
needs in support of Executive Order 13985, Advancing Racial Equity and Support for Underserved
Communities Through the Federal Government, and Executive Order 13988, Preventing and Combating
Discrimination on the Basis of Gender Identity or Sexual Orientation. As part of this initiative, the
Department, bureaus, and offices will jointly conduct a review of the Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and
Accessibility program across Interior to identify gaps, challenges, and best practices and to examine
Department and bureau roles, responsibilities, and governance.

Resource Management

The budget request for the principal FWS operating account, Resource Management, is $1.7 billion—an
increase of $366 million above the 2022 CR level to address climate change, improve habitat, and recover
and conserve species while supporting the American workforce.

Ecological Services

The budget includes $356.2 million to conserve, protect, recover and enhance listed and at-risk fish,
wildlife, plants, and their habitats. The budget enables economic progress with increases that will support
conservation and development. The request supports clean energy development, and data management
system improvements and expanded capabilities to work with developers to minimize natural resource
impacts from projects. The request for Conservation and Restoration advances proactive, cooperative
conservation with investments in programs aimed at preventing the listing of species under the Endangered
Species Act. The request provides $54.3 million to support conservation of at-risk species and their habitats.
The request for species recovery includes $125.1 million. In 2023, FWS will catalyze the recovery of
endangered species by making recovery funds available to implement final recovery actions that could lead
to species recovery.

Habitat Conservation

The 2023 budget for the Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program is $67.4 million and the Coastal Program
request is $16.0 million in recognition of the importance of cooperative conservation of private lands to
habitat adaptation and resilience as well as a healthy economy. These programs work collaboratively with
partners to restore, enhance, and protect habitat for priority Federal trust species.

National Wildlife Refuge System

The National Wildlife Refuge System is a model for conservation around the world. More than 160 coastal
refuges buffer communities from the increasing frequency and intensity of storms, and even more provide
habitat for millions of migrating birds each year. The 2023 budget for the Refuge System is $597.9 million,.
Funding for operations—including wildlife and habitat management, visitor services, Refuge law
enforcement, and planning—is $426.6 million, climate resilience, and the use of climate-related science.
The request supports the Refuge System’s Inventory and Monitoring program to identify the prevalence of
chronic wasting disease among ungulates in and around wildlife refuges to support State disease control
efforts and scientific studies of successful pollinator conservation strategies. The 2023 budget will enable
FWS to build its conservation and management capacity and attract biologists, land managers, visitor
services professionals, conservation planners, and refuge wildlife officers to ensure the safety of visitors
and the protection of Federal property.

The Great American Outdoors Act (GAOA) provides up to $95 million, net of sequestration, in 2023 for
deferred maintenance projects within the Refuge System. With nearly $50 billion in constructed real
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property assets—including hundreds of miles of levees and dikes that support habitat management, trails
and wildlife drives for visitors, administrative offices, and maintenance facilities—additional investments
will support a transition to a more cost-effective lifecycle maintenance strategy. The request for Refuge
Maintenance is $171.3 million.

Migratory Bird Management

The budget includes $70.2 million for the Migratory Bird Management Program. The budget continues
work to modernize the permitting process and supporting systems to enable the use of the latest scientific
information and energy production technologies when evaluating development proposals. It advances
migratory bird management in an era of a changing climate, enable new habitat and species analyses,
develop management techniques, and remove uncertainties faced by industry. The budget also supports
Joint Venture program grants to improve the resilience of important habitats—and nearby communities—
across the Nation’s four migratory bird flyways, Urban Bird Treaties grants that support partnerships to
conserve birds in urban environments by creating parks and restoring nearby wetlands—all while engaging
local communities, and expands participation in the Duck Stamp and Junior Duck Stamp programs. Since
1934, the Federal Duck Stamp Program has provided more than $1.1 billion for migratory bird habitat
conservation.

Law Enforcement

The 2023 budget provides $99.3 million for law enforcement program that investigate wildlife crimes and
enforce the laws that govern the Nation’s wildlife trade. FWS continues to work with the State Department,
other Federal agencies, and foreign governments to address the serious and urgent threat to conservation
and global security posed by illegal wildlife trade and trafficking. FWS will also continue to strengthen its
smuggling interdiction efforts at the Nation’s ports of entry by using trained wildlife detector dogs in its
frontline force and working with the State Department to support attachés in key wildlife trafficking
countries in Asia, Africa, and South America.

International Affairs

The budget includes $31.8 million for International Affairs. FWS provides international conservation grants
and technical support to assist other countries’ conservation efforts and will target assistance to climate
change adaptation and resilience. The budget will expand permitting capacity to allow for enhanced
electronic permit processing. The program will also investigate the human drivers of wildlife disease
transmission, including risk tolerance, motivations of behaviors, and economic impacts. Understanding
wildlife disease transmission will allow FWS to cooperate internationally to implement best practices to
prevent disease transmission through the wildlife trade.

Fisheries and Aquatic Conservation

This budget activity supports 70 National Fish Hatcheries, aquatic habitat conservation and restoration, and
the prevention and control of aquatic invasive species, such as invasive carp in the Mississippi River
watershed. The budget includes $260.4 million for Fisheries and Aquatic Resource Conservation including
$83.5 million for operation of the National Fish Hatchery System. The request will support recovery of
federally listed threatened or endangered aquatic species, restoration of at-risk species, and fulfillment of
Tribal partnerships and trust responsibilities. The Hatchery System is an international leader in the
propagation of imperiled aquatic species, and the budget expands capabilities to ensure the health of aquatic
species. Advancing aquatic conservation requires modernizing and maintaining hatchery pumps, raceways,
and effluent control systems, among other infrastructure. The request for National Fish Hatchery
Maintenance is $49.8 million. Hatchery maintenance projects are not eligible for funding under GAOA,
and the proposed increase will support critical maintenance projects necessary to propagate endangered
aquatic and sportfish species.

U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE EX-9



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY FY 2023 BUDGET JUSTIFICATION

The budget includes $127.1 million for Aquatic Habitat and Species Conservation. The request expands
aquatic invasive species prevention efforts, fully funds the National Fish Habitat Action Plan at the
authorized level, and provides for aquatic species population assessments and cooperative management to
enhance habitat adaptation and resilience.

Science

The Science program is the Service’s lead on America the Beautiful and Climate Change, investing in
partnerships to develop landscape conservation designs to benefit the Administration’s goal of conserving
30% of land and water by 2030, and providing resources to partners and Service programs to support their
science needs. The Service is requesting $57.5 million for the Science program in 2023. The budget invests
in landscape conservation objectives that promote biodiversity, climate adaptation and resiliency, and
design of management actions for habitat conservation to achieve the Administration’s conservation
objectives. Weaving together proven landscape conservation designs and leveraging locally based
conservation blueprints, the program will invest in technical capacity, such as geospatial mapping and social
science expertise, to proactively engage with States, Tribes, industry, conservation groups, and other
stakeholders to identify and pursue high-priority conservation opportunities. Collaboration will focus on
addressing climate stressors, with goals that include increasing coastal resilience, mitigating desertification,
controlling invasive species, and reducing the prevalence and magnitude of wildfires.

General Operations

The General Operations budget totals $188.4 million. The request expands capacity for Tribal consultations
and improves workforce diversity. The budget includes funding for the National Conservation Training
Center (NCTC) to lead FWS efforts to create a CCC to support conservation and habitat restoration. The
request also expands conservation programs managed in cooperation with the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation.

The budget includes appropriations language that will provide the FWS with the authority—such as that of
the National Park Service and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration—to seek and retain
compensation from responsible parties who injure or destroy resources managed by the FWS. Under that
authority, damages recovered will be used to reimburse assessment costs; prevent or minimize the risk of
loss; monitor ongoing effects; and restore, replace, or acquire resources equivalent to those injured or
destroyed. The FWS proposal ensures that natural resources will be available for future generations and
requires that the persons responsible for harm—not taxpayers—pay for any injury caused.

Construction

The 2023 Construction budget totals $46.4 million. The budget includes $37.9 million for line-item
construction projects. The budget also includes $5.4 million to modernize critical field communication tools
for users in the Great Lakes (Region 3), the Mississippi Basin (Region 4), the U.S. Virgin Islands, and
Puerto Rico, as part of a multi-year investment to upgrade these systems nationally and $10.9 million to
support infrastructure related to the transition to zero emission vehicles.

National Wildlife Refuge Fund

FWS does not request a current funding appropriation to the National Wildlife Refuge Fund, resulting in a
reduction of $13.2 million below the 2022 CR level. The permanent receipts available under the program
remain as a source of revenue for counties.

Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund

The budget requests $23.7 million for the Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund to support
State and local efforts to recover listed species. The budget requests $13.0 million for conservation grants
to States, $8.0 million for Habitat Conservation Planning (HCP) Assistance grants, and $2.7 million for
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administrative costs. HCP Land Acquisition Grants to States are proposed for funding through permanent
LWCEF authority.

North American Wetlands Conservation Fund

The 2023 budget is $46.5 million for the North American Wetlands Conservation Fund. Conservation
grants from the fund are leveraged more than one-to-one with partners for wetlands and waterfowl
conservation, supporting climate adaptation and resiliency and important outdoor activities for sportsmen
and sportswomen.

Multinational Species Conservation Fund

The 2023 budget includes $19.0 million for the Multinational Species Conservation Fund. These grants
support the conservation and protection of African and Asian elephants, rhinos, tigers, great apes, and
marine turtles and leverage funds from partners to nearly triple the available funding for those species,
which will foster improved management of elephants, rhinoceroses, and tigers, including reducing human—
animal conflicts.

Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Fund

The 2023 request includes $7.9 million for the Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Fund. Populations
of neotropical birds, such as the goldfinch, have declined due to climate change and habitat loss. These
grants for the conservation of migratory birds are matched at least three-to-one by partners throughout the
western hemisphere.

State and Tribal Wildlife Grants

The request for State and Tribal Wildlife Grants is $82.4 million. These grants support and leverage State
management of non-game species and improve the resiliency of State and Tribal natural resources in the
face of stressors, such as rising temperatures and changing weather patterns. This investment recognizes
the important partnership between State and Tribal fish and wildlife managers and FWS.

Fixed Costs
Fixed cost increases of $39.5 million are fully funded.

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)

Directly supporting the Administration’s conservation objectives is funding from the mandatory LWCEF,
which was permanently and fully funded starting in 2021 in GAOA. A detailed project list for the Federal
land acquisition program is provided in Appendix F.

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL)

President Biden signed the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law on November 15, 2021, making a once-in-a-
generation investment in the Nation’s infrastructure and economic competitiveness. The U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service was directly appropriated $455 million, including transfers to the DOI Office of Inspector
General, over 5 years to help restore the Klamath Basin, restore Lake Tahoe, conserve the sagebrush
ecosystem, restore the Delaware River basin, and provide fish passage improvements:

e The Klamath Basin Restoration Program projects will enhance captive rearing of listed sucker
species, address water quality/quantity issues throughout the Basin, and support projects to improve
conditions for migratory birds, waterfowl, salmon, suckers, and other native fish species throughout
the Basin.
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Lake Tahoe Restoration Activities will deploy strategies to prevent the introduction or spread of
aquatic invasive species in the Lake Tahoe region and reestablish a food chain for the benefit of
native species, such as the imperiled Lahontan cutthroat trout.

Working across 13 Western States and multiple jurisdictions, the FWS will build on an existing
partnership to address the most pressing threats to a sustainable sagebrush ecosystem, such as
invasive species and wildfire, and invest in tangible, measurable actions to address those threats in
the face of a changing climate.

The Delaware River Basin program provides grants for habitat conservation actions that support
the priorities of fish and wildlife habitat, water quality, flow management, and equitable access to
nature for all communities.

The National Fish Passage Program provides technical expertise, financial assistance, and
coordination support to complete aquatic ecosystem restoration projects to restore fish passage and
aquatic connectivity by removing or bypassing barriers.

Baseline Capacity

The 2023