
1 Basic Learning Pointss, 7/31/13 

Basic Leearninng Pooints:: 
Eagle Connservation Pllan Guuidancce 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

1) In accorrdance wiith our effoorts to ensuure that reenewable eenergy 
developpment is coompatiblee with fish aand wildlifee conservaation, the 
Service has released its updated Eagle Conservvation Plann Guidancce – 
Module 1 Land-baased Wind Energy (EECPG). 

2) Commuunication wwith the U.SS. Fish andd Wildlife Seervice early in the life of 
the projeect and thhroughout project deevelopment is encouuraged! 

3) The ECPPG is intendded to proomote commpliance wwith the Migratory Bird 
Treaty AAct and Baald and Goolden Eaglle Protection Act witth respect to 
eagles aand wind ddevelopment. Goldeen Eagles and Bald Eagles aree 
providedd protectioon under tthese statuutes, and tthe Servicee implemeents 
permit pprograms ffor eagles through immplementing regulattions. 

4) The ECPPG providees assistancce to windd developeers and Seervice 
biologistts who evaaluate potential impacts from proposed wind eneergy 
projectss and otheers in applyying the regulatory ppermit stanndards as 
specifiedd in the 20009 Eagle PPermit Rulee (50 CFR 222.26). 

5) The ECPPG was speecifically ddevelopedd to assist pproject dev opers innvel 
preparinng an Eagle Conservvation Plann that asseesses the risk of their 
projectss to eagless and evaluates howw siting, deesign, and operational 
modificaations couuld mitigatee that risk. 

6) The ECPPG helps uss work together to pprotect eaggle populaations andd 
builds onn our curreent knowleedge and provides aadditional tools to 
predict the level oof risks to eeagles on aa project–by-projectt basis.  Thiis 
guidancce document incorpporates addaptive maanagemennt 
approacches that wwill allow uus to improove how wwe assess riisks to eaggles. 
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7) Following the ECPG helps a wind projeect develooper or opperator to 
developp an Eaglee Conservaation Plan tthat considders and aaddresses 
aspects necessaryy for a takee permit aapplicationn. 

8) The ECPPG providees Service sstaff and oothers withh the backkground annd 
tools necessary too evaluate such appplications. 

9) When thhe procedures recommmendedd in the Eaggle Conservation Plaan 
are folloowed, Servvice staff can efficienntly determmine whetther a permmit 
can be issued.  Seervice stafff worked wwith the beest biometrricians in thhe 
U.S. Geoological Suurvey to deevelop thee eagle preedictive taake models, 
and they have beeen construucted to bbe flexible enough too handle tthe 
wide rannge and qquality of suurvey dataa seen fromm project developers. 

10) The proccess propoosed in thee ECPG is aalso flexiblee enough to 
accommmodate annd evaluaate other aapplicant-pproposed candidatee 
models as part of the adapttive manaagement pprocess. 

11) While ann Eagle Coonservation Plan is not requiredd for a devveloper too 
apply foor an eaglee take perrmit, only ppermit appplications tthat meet 
regulatoory requirements will be considdered. 

12) The ECPPG providees a recommmended path for pproject proponents too 
meet regulatory reequiremennts (assumiing projecct impacts to eagle 
populattions are reeasonable), and whiile not the only pathh, it is whatt is 
recommmended too help ensuure that renewable eenergy deevelopmennt is 
compattible with fiish and wildlife conservation. 


