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Because the majority of wildlife habitat at Parker River 
National Wildlife Refuge is salt marsh, one of the best 
ways to see and experience the refuge is by canoe or 
kayak.  Our water trail, which begins and ends at the 
boat launch (opposite Lot 1), will aid in your exploration.  

The water trail is comprised of two segments: Orange 
Trail (makers 1-8) and Yellow Trail (markers 1-8).  
Both segments are out and back.  Please allow 
approximately 2-2.5 hours round trip for the Orange 
Trail.  For the Yellow Trail, which covers a greater 
distance, allow 2.5-3 hours. 

Travel times are approximate and will vary with paddler 
ability and pace.



Tips for a Safe & Enjoyable Tour in the Salt Marsh
•	 Boat with a buddy & dress for the weather

•	 Wear a personal flotation device (PFD) and 
carry an extra paddle

•	 Leave a “float plan” with a friend; let them know 
where you are going and when you plan to 
return

•	 Optimal time for kayaking the marsh is within 
a two hour window either side of high tide; tide 
times are available at the refuge entrance 
station

•	 Be alert for motorized watercraft

•	 Carry a cell phone and GPS receiver in a 
floatable “dry bag”

•	 Consider carrying a first aid kit, bilge pump, 
water bottle, snack food and insect repellant

•	 Bring this water trail guide with you

Trail Marker # Latitude Longitude
1 42.784732 -70.813068
2 42.783895 -70.813072
3 42.781508 -70.813106
4 42.778247 -70.813976
5 42.777854 -70.815808
6 42.77612 -70.818068
7 42.779281 -70.821936
8 42.776641 -70.824511
1 42.789989 -70.812395
2 42.788708 -70.812889
3 42.78569 -70.812345
4 42.786161 -70.816845
5 42.788519 -70.816782
6 42.788701 -70.819977
7 42.786881 -70.82475
8 42.788743 -70.83061


