Las Salinas de Cabo Rojo son la primera
Industria de Puerto Rico. Por siglos, los tainos
recogian sal para distintos usos. Al llegar los
espanoles, la produccion se transformo en
una actividad economica e industrial. El 25 de
julio de 1511 la Corona Espanola autorizo la
explotacion industrial salinera.

Durante los siglos XVIl y XVIII ocurrieron
multiples enfrentamientos por el control de

la produccion de la sal. Potencias europeas
tales como los ingleses, los franceses y los
holandeses se disputaron este codiciado
recurso. No obstante, las luchas eran tambien
entre los mismos habitantes de Puerto Rico.
En 1769, vecinos de Aguada y los salineros
de Cabo Rojo combatieron ante el intento

de los aguadenos de apoderarse de Las
Salinas. Desde entonces, se les conoce a los
caborrojenos como los “mata con hacha” y a
la playa donde sucedio el enfrentamiento se le
llama “El Combate.”

Para los siglos XIX y XX, Las Salinas eran el
lugar de trabajo para cientos de personas. Sin
embargo, las pobres condiciones laborales
desembocaron en una huelga en 1939. La
misma marco un punto importante dentro del
movimiento obrero puertorriqueno.

A partir de 1940, ante la disponibilidad de
medios de refrigeracion, la produccion salinera
decae. No obstante, Las Salinas de Cabo Rojo
'se mantuvieron operando principalmente para
fines agricolas y farmaceuticos. La produccion
de sal contribuye a salvaguardar el ecosistema
de Las Salinas, el cual es sumamente
Importante tanto para aves migratorias como
residentes.

En 1999, Las Salinas pasaron a formar parte
del Refugio Nacional de Vida Silvestre de Cabo
Rojo. *

The Cabo Rojo Salt Flats are the first Puerto
Rican industry. For centuries, the native Tainos
collected salt for different purposes. When

the Spanish arrived, salt production became
an economic and industrial activity. On July
25, 1511, the Spanish crown authorized the
exploitation of the salt production industry.

During the XVIl and XVIII centuries, there were
multiple confrontations over who controlled
the salt production. Powerful European nations
such as England, France and Holland fought
over this valuable resource. However, the
struggles were also among the Puerto Rican
Inhabitants. In 1769, residents of the town

of Aguada fought against the Cabo Rojo salt
workers In an attempt to take control of the
Salt Flats. Since then, the people of Cabo Rojo
are often known as ‘mata con hacha’ or ‘those
who kill with axes’, and the beach in which the
battle took place is known as ‘El Combate or
‘the Combat'.

During the XIX and XX centuries, hundreds
of people worked at the Salt Flats, however,
under extreme conditions. This led to a strike
In 1939, marking an important moment in the
Puerto Rican labor movement.

After 1940, salt production began declining
due to the increasing popularity of
refrigeration. However, the Cabo Rojo Salt
Flats continued operating, primarily for
agricultural and pharmaceutical purposes. Salt
production helps keep the Salt Flat ecosystem
balanced, which Is important for migratory
and resident bird species.

In 1999, the Salt Flats became part of the Cabo
Rojo National Wildlife Refuge.




