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LOUISIANA

INTRODUCTION

The Coastal Barrier Resources Act (CBRA) of
1982 (Public Law 97-348) established the
Coastal Barrier Resources System (CBRS), a
system of undeveloped coastal barriers along
the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico coasts. This
atlas of coastal barriers in Louisiana has
been prepared in accordance with Section 10
of CBRA (16 U.S$.C. 3509), which states:

Sec. 10. Reports to Congress.

(a) In General.--Before the close of
the 3-year period beginning on the date
of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall prepare and submit to
the Committees a report regarding the
System.

(b) Consultation in Preparing Report.-~
The Secretary shall prepare the report
required under subsection (a) in con-
sultation with the Governors of tLhe
States in which System units are Tocated
and with the coastal zone management
agencies of the States in which System
units are Jocated and after providing
opportunity for, and considering, public

comment,
(c) Report Content.-~The report re-
quired under subsection {(a) shall con-
tain--
(1) recommendations Tor the con-
servation of fish, wildlife, and
other natural resources of the

System based on an evaluation and
comparison of all management alter-
natives, and combinations thereof,
such as State and local actions
{including management plans ap-
proved under the Coastal Zone Man-
agement Act of 1972 (16 U.5.C. 1451
et seq.)), Federal actions (includ-
ing acquisition for administration
as part of the National Wildlife
Refuge System), and initiatives by
private organizations and individ-
uals;

{2} recommendations for additions
to, or deletions from, the Coastal
Barrier Resources System, and for
mocdifications to the boundaries of
System units;

{(3) a summary of the comments re-
ceived from the Governors of the
States, State coastal zone manage-
ment agencies, other government
officials, and the public regarding
the System; and

(4) an analysis of the effects, if
any, that general revenue sharing
grants wade under section 102 of
the State and Local Fiscal
Assistance Amendments of 1972 (31
U.5.C. 1221) have had on undevel-
oped coastal barriers.

Under the direction of the Assistant Secre-
tary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks, this
report has been prepared by the Coastal
Barriers Study Group, a task force of pro-
fessicnals representing the National Park
Service, U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S.
Geological Survey, and other Departmental
offices.

This volume of the report contains delinea-
tions of the existing CBRS units in Louisiana
and delineations of additions to and modifi-
cations of the CBRS in this State which the
Department of the Interior recommends to the
Congress for its consideration.

BACKGROUND

The primary ceastal concern of Louisiana
government, private industry, and knowledge-
able citizens 1s coastal land ‘loss. At
present, the State is losing in excess of
40 square miles of c¢oastal land per year.
The cumutative Tloss since 1940 has been
estimated at 500 square miles, an area egual
to half of the entire State of Rhode Island.
Land loss is largely a human-made problem
directly tied to iwo coastal management and
utilization practices: the prevention of
Mississippi River flcoding, and extensive
canal dredging for navigation and access
to oil fields in wetlands. A brief review
of the practices which have Ted to wetland
deterioration follows.

Louisiana was first setiled by the French
in 1699. Less than 20 vears later, LaBlond
de la Tour constructed the first levee along
the Mississippi River for the protection of
Mew Orleans. By 1828 a continuous Tevee,
extending from above Baton Rouge to below
New Orleans, had been completed and direct
"management” of the louisiana coastal wet-
lands had begun. The levees were enlarged
and strengthened continuously during the sub-
sequent century, and since the catastrophic
flood of 1927, no significant levee breaches
have occurred. Although levees are important
for flood control, they also have a major
detrimental side-effect: the sediment-laden,

nutrient-rich freshwater which nurtured the
Louisiana coastal wetlands by annual flooding




has been effectively cut off. Concurrently,
increased dredging of industrial canals to
serve inland ports and barge canals to access
wetland oi1 and gas installations has altered
waterflow patterns  in the marshes. The
breakdown of the natural flow patterns has
allowed saltwater to intrude further inland,
changing the plant communities in the coastal
marsh and accelerating the rate of conversion
of coastal wetlands into open bays and sounds
(Boesch et al. 1983).

Subsidence, the sinking of the land surface,
also contributes to the conversion of
Louisiana's coastal lands into open water.
Because of the soft and easily compactible
nature of Mississippi delta muds, the
coastal wetlands subside rapidly under their
own weight. In addition, the Tlarge-scale
extraction of oil and gas from relatively
shallow subsurface reservoirs 1is a likely
contributing factor to subsidence, although
no one, as yet, has quantified the effects.
There is strong circumstantial evidence that
it has a major impact. Well-documented
studies have shown that o031 and gas extrac-
tion has caused tens of feet of subsidence in
some California oil fields. A time-series
analysis of tidal gauge data along the gulf
coast found that a rapid rise in local sea
level correlated with the onset of full-scale
production of o0il and gas off the Louisiana
coast (Swanson and Thurlow 1973).

Regardless of the relative magnitude of
natural and human causes of subsidence, all
data indicate that the current average rate
of Tocal sea level rise on the Louisiana
coast is about 1.2 cm per year. QT this,
only about 1.5 mm is due to global "eustatic"
change; the rest is caused by sinking of the
land (Nummedal 1983). Because of the levee-
ing of the Mississippi River, the average
sedimentation rate in the Louisiana marsh
appears to be only about 5 mm per year
{Baumann 1980). The resulting deficit, a
6-mm annual lowering of the sediment surface
relative to the sea, is a major cause of
coastal landloss,

Not only are Louisiana's coastal wetlands
turning into open water, but the frontlines
of natural cecastal defense, the barrier spits
and islands, are also rapidly deteriorating.
Though deterioration is part of the natural
cycle of deltaic barrier island evolution,
the rate of deterioration is locally accel-
erated by human interference with the long-
shore sediment transport system.

Louisiana's coastal barriers derived their
sediment from abandoned sandbars in the mouth
of the shifting Mississippi River channel.
As the waves and longshore currents of the
gulf coast "mined" these sands and con-
structed chains of barrier islands, such as
ChandeTeur and Timbalier Islands and Isles
Dernieres, the abandoned delta Tobe itself
slowly subsided. This subsidence had two
major impacts: (1) seawater began encroach-
ing behind the barriers, separating them from
the adjacent mainland by ever-expanding bays
and sounds, and (2} the river-mouth bars,
which once acted as sand sources to feed the
barriers, ultimately subsided beneath the
reach of the waves. Consequently, sand
delivery ceased and the barrier could only
rework 1its own finite supply of sand iin

response to storms and hurricanes. With
time, the sand of the coastal barriers is
distributed into deep migratory tidal inlet
channels, some is washed into the deepening
back-barrier bay, and some is carried seaward
onto the Inner Continental Shelf. With these
continuing losses, and no net sand supply,
the barrier is ultimately entirely submerged.
This is probably how Ship Shoal, off the
central Louisiana coast, was formed {Nummedal
et al. 1984). The Louisiana coastal barriers
have retreated 2 to 3 km over the last
century. At present, they continue to erode
in many places at rates as high as 15 to 20
meters per year ({Penland et al. 1981).
According to a special report prepared for
the Louisiana legislature, the total acreage
of offshore barrier islands was reduced by 50
percent in the 23~year time span from 1955 to
1978,

Total louisiana coastal land loss appears to
have increased in a geometric progression.
In the Mississippi Deltaic Plain alone, the
rate of land loss increased from 6.7 square
miles per year in 1913, to 39.4 squavre miles
per year in 1980. In addition, the Chenier
Plain (the western Louisiana coast) lost 7.7
square miles per year in the time period of
1952 to 1974 (Gagliano et al. 1981). If
these rates of TJand loss continue, it has
been projected that Plaquemines Parish (part
of the "birdfoot" Mississippi Delta) will all
but disappear in the next 50 years, Terre~-
bonne Parish will disappear over the next 100
years, and Lafourche Parish has perhaps a
200~year life expectancy.

One exemption from the general provisions of
CBRA pertains specifically to the louisiana
coast. This is contained in Section 5(a)(3),
which states that no financial assistance may
be made available under the authority of any
Federal tlaw to carry out any project to
prevent the erosion of, or to otherwise
stabilize, any 1inlet, shareline, or inshore
area except those 1in Louisiana CBRS units
designated pursuant to Section 4 on maps
numbered 501 through 508 and for purposes
other than those encouraging development.
However, Section 6 also states that Federal
financial assistance may be available for (1)
any use or facility necessary for the explor-
ation, extraction, or transportation of
energy resources which can be carried out
only on, in, or adjacent to coastal water
areas because the use or facility requires
access to the coastal water bedy; and (2)
maintenance of existing channel improvements
and related structures, such as jetties, and
including the disposal of dredge materials
related to such improvements.

A letter from the Governor to the Secretary
of the Department of the Interior and related
testimony from State agencies and consultants
make it very clear that the State of Louisi-
ana wants to protect and enhance its barrier
islands for purposes other than development.
Louisiana does not encourage residential
development of its barriers, as pointed out
by the Governor, because the barriers are
essentially "undevelopable" because of their
isolated 7location, foundation characteris-
tics, and limited size. Also, the extensive
energy development and related industrial
uses of Louisiana's coastal zone have made
most of the barriers unsuited for residential
or recreational types of development.



COASTAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Louisiana Coastal Resource Management

Coastal management 1in Louisiana differs
from that in other States because of the
land loss issue. This was recognized in the
CBRA and was the rationale behind the excep-
tion to the Act that applies to Louisiana
(discussed in previous section).

The State's coastal zone management effort is
presently carried out by the Coastal Manage-
ment Division (CMD) of the Department of
Natural Resources {DMR), which handles
permits, and the Coastal Protection Task
Force, a Governor's advisory body which is
responsible for implementing a program aimed
at slowing the trend of coastal land loss.

The State's coastal zone management program
began as a study effort in Louisiana State
University's Center for Wetland Resources in
the early 1970's. This effort led to the
formulation of a Louisiana Wetlands Prospec-
tus in 1973 with recommendations for appro-
priate legislation. At the time, the State
had no wetlands regulation.

Act 361, the State and local Coastal Re-
sources Management Act. In 1878, the
Louisiana Legislature passed this Act. Its
declared purpose was to protect, develop,
and, where feasible, restore or enhance the
resources of the State's coastal zone. The
Act established a series of regulations and
guidelines and gave the authority for their
imptementation to the Louisiana Department
of Natural Resources. The formulation,
hearings, and Coastal Commission approval
process for the proposed rules and regula-
tions took 2 years. The Louisiana Coastal
Zone Management Program was approved by the
Governor and the Federal Office of Coastal
Zone Management in late summer 1980.

Local governments have the authority under
Act 361 to establish their own Local Coastal
Management Programs (LCMP's). To date, how-
ever, only Lafourche Parish has an approved
LCMP.

Guidelines and regulations in the Louisiana
Coastal Management Program of specific
relevance to the CBRS wunits include the
following.

Guideline 3.7. Linear facilities (e.g.,
pipelines} involving dredging shall not
transverse or adversely affect any barrier
island.

Guideline 3.8. Linear facilities involving
dredging shall not transverse beaches,
tidal passes, protective reefs, or other
natural gulf shoreline unless no other
alternative exists. If a beach, tidal
pass, reef, or other natural gulf shoreline
must be transversed for a nonnavigation
canal, they shall be restored at least to
their natural condition ‘immediately upon
completion of construction. Tidal passes
shall not be permanently widened or
deepened except when necessary to conduct

the permitted activity.

Guideline 3.11. A1l nonnavigation canals,
channels, and ditches which connect more-

saline areas with fresher areas shall be
plugged at all waterway crossings, and at
intervals between crossings, in order to
compartmentalize them. The plugs shall be
properiy maintained.

Guideline 5.1. Nonstructural methods of
shoreline protection shall be used to the
maximum extent practicable.

Guideline 5.6. Marinas and similar commer-
cial and recreational developments shall,
to the maximum extent practicable, not be
Tocated so as to result in adverse impacts
on open productive oyster beds or submersed
grass beds.

Act 41. Passed in 1981, this Act established
a $35 million Coastal Protection Trust Fund
that is to be used to enhance and restore
coastal wetlands and barriers. The Coastal
Protection Task Force was created a year
tater to oversee the implementation of this
enhancement and restoration program.

The legislative report accompanying Act 41
recommended that the State initiate construc-
tion activities to restore three coastal
barrier areas subject to critical erosion,
and initiate pilot projects aimed at creating
land in the Mississippi Delta region by
breaking holes in the Tevee to form new sub-
deltas.

The initial research component of the Act 41
barrier restoration program is essentially
compiete. The three affected areas include
CBRS units. The barrier areas chosen for re-
storation are: (1) the Grand Ronquille area,
(2) the eastern part of Isles Dernieres, and
(3) the Holly Beach-Peveto Beach area. In
all three areas, the plan is to construct an
"anchor" structure and then nourish the beach
with sand to be dredged from offshore
deposits.

The U.5. Army Corps of Engineers, under a
cost-sharing agreement with the State,
recently began construction of a diversion
structure on the Mississippi River at
Caernarvon. Freshwater from the river will
be siphoned across the levee and released
into the coastal marshes. Two other diver-
sion projects are in the planning stages.

EXISTING CBRS UNITS

Except for Cheniere au Tigre, all Louisiana
CBRS units are grass—covered barriers with
some black mangrove and other shrubs. This
chenier, however, has a well-developed
coastal climax forest composed of Tive oaks
{the French word for oak is 'chene," hence,
chenier) and palmetto. Furthermore, all the
barriers 1in the system are young, a few
hundred to about two thousand years old, and
very low in topographic profile. Many are
beachridge barriers, but the ridges are not
associated with any significant dune fields
to enhance their relief. Their young age and
rapid migration probably in part account for
this.

A brief description of each existing CBRS
unit in Louisiana is provided below. Each

unit is identified by its ID code and name

{established by Congress in 1982) and the
parish (county) in which it is Tlocated.



CBRS UNITS IN LOUISIANA ESTABLISHED BY CONGRESS, 1982

Total Fastland
Shoreline Area Area
Unit Name Unit ID Code Parish Length (miles) {acres) {acres)
Bastian Bay
Complex s01 Plaquemines 6.0 1,660.9 205.7
Bay Joe Wise
Complex SO1A Plagquemines 5.4 1,081.0 259.9
Grande Terre
Istands S02 Jefferson 1.9 1,040.1 106.9
Caminada S03 Jefferson and
Lafourche 2.8 726.1 119.5
Bay Champagne S04 Lafourche 6.8 2,553.4 275.2
Timbalier Island $05 Lafourche 11.3 8,151.7 632.8
Isles Dernieres S06 Terrebonne 17.6 13,773.1 567.1
Point au Fer 507 Terrebonne 14.5 14,010.6 228.0
Cheniere au Tigre 508 Vermilion 1.6 620.9 56.8
Rollover 509 Vermilion 1.0 122.1 22.3
Mermentau River 510 Cameron 13.4 9,773.8 492.8
Sabine S11 Cameron 9.4 5,729.6 1,550.9
Totals: 91.7 59,243.3 4,517.9

S01-Bastian Bay Complex (Plaquemines). This
unit 1s separated into two subunits. The
southeasternmost subunit includes the eastern
portion of Pelican Island between the jetties
of Bayou Fontanelle and Scofield Bayou.
Scofield Bayou and the beach 1.3 miles to the
east are also included in this unit. The
western subunit consists of Bastian Island
and the western remnant of Lanaux Island,
This subunit separates Bastian Bay from the
Gulf of Mexico. The landward boundary of
this subunit extends into and includes a
portion of the Bastian and Shell Island Bay
bottoms.

The Bastian Bay Complex comprises deterio-
rating and subsiding marshlands fronted by a
narrow, low-elevation beach. It is part of
the Plaquemines Delta system, which formed
within the 1last 600 years. The beach
material is predominantly fragmented oyster
shells. The recurved spit bounding the
eastern side of Grand Bayou Pass has ridges
that attain elevations of 6 to 7 feet and
are made entirely of oyster shells. The
predominance of narrow, shell-dominated
beaches fronting this complex indicates that
there is a lack of sandy sediments in the
vicinity (McGowen et al. 1977). The relative
youth of this region of coastal Louisiana is
shown by the marshes which still connect the
mainland to Pelican and Lanaux Islands.
These marshes are subsiding quickly because
of the compacting of the deltaic sediments.

This region is frequently flooded because of
its very low elevation. Dominant longshore
sediment transport is toward the northwest.
The erosion downdrift of the jettied channel
has resulted in the deterioration of Lanaux
Island. An open channel, Lanaux Pass, now
persists where there once was a narrow tongue
of beach fronting Shell Island Bay.

S01A-Bay Joe Wise Complex (Plaquemines).
This unit extends from the west side of the
channel at Grand Bayou Pass westward to an
0il field access channel which cuts Bay La

Mer in two. Bayou Chaland flows to the gulf
through Bay Chaland near the middle of the

unit. The Tlandward boundary of the unit has
been drawn where pipeline canals meet, form-
ing a narrow but continuous Tine of open
water in the back bay.

The beaches fronting Bay Joe Wise are narrow
with high shell content, similar to those of
Bastian Bay Complex. They are low in eleva-
tion and overwashed during abnormally high
tides and mild storm-wave activity. Long-
shore transport directions can vary between
east and west. However, there is no Tocal
sediment supply to feed the longshore cur-
rents. Erosion rates along this portion of
the coastiine range between 15 and 30 feet
per year. Beach sediments are sand and
shell. The marsh region behind the beach is
crisscrossed with dredged pipeline and petro-
Teum installation channels. Access is Tim-
ited to boat and air transportation.

SO2-Grande Terre Islands (Jefferson). This
unit covers the eastern portion of the island
between the Louisiana Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries' camp airstrip to the west and
the Plaguemines/Jefferson Parish boundary,
which runs through Pass Abel Channel, on the
east. The barrier island is one of a small
chain of islands that separates Barataria Bay
from the Gulf of Mexico. It is separated
from the mainland by Barataria Pass on the
west and Pass Abel on the east. West of the
Louisiana  Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries' camp and bordering Barataria Pass
are the remnants of Fort Livingston, built
during the Civil War period.

Beach ridges observed in aerial photographs
of Grande Terre indicate it was formed from
the east when longshore currents were di~
rected westward. Sediments for this island
probably came from earlier Mississippi River
Delta Tobes to the east. Although the beach
ridges in the island's interior were built
by westward drift, the present beach sands
originate from the Caminada-Moreau headland
to the west. The beaches of Grande Terre

are composed of fine to medium-size sand
with some shell material and are narrow



away from the ends of the island. At the
eastern end of the island, the beach widens
into an extensive recurved spit which does
not appear to be migrating into Pass Abel.

Grande Terre's beachfront is eroding at an
estimated rate in excess of 30 feet per year
(Penland and Boyd 1981). In addition to
erosion, the island's low elevation makes it
susceptible to flooding during storm surge.
The interior of the island is densely vege-
tated with scrub brush and grass used to
graze a local population of cattle, horses,
and some goats. There are very few trees.
The portion of the island within the unit
is dncised by pipeline canals and access
channels. The borders of these channels are
oyster-rearing sites.

S$03-Caminada (Jefferson and Lafourche). This
unit is bordered by the middie of Caminada
Pass on the east. It extends westward to
the point where the spit connects to the
Caminada~Moreau headland. Landward, the CBRS
unit boundary runs down the middle of the
narrow bay behind the spit and along a
pipeline canal which parallels the coast
along the headland.

This unit is a flanking barrier spit growing
eastward. Sediments derived from the
headland are moved along the spit by the pre-
vailing easterly Tlongshore currents. The
frequency with which this spit is overwashed
is reflected in its form~-the back beach area
is essentially a washover terrace. The beach
itself is very narrow with elevations not
exceeding 5 feet. Erosion rates on the
beach wvary from 15 feet per year at the
western end to no erosion at the distal end
of the spit. Narrow salt marshes are present
on the bay side of the beach. Marsh material
also underiies the beach and 1is frequently
exposed on the beach face. The eastern end
of the spit bordering Caminada Pass may be
fragmented during wave attacks accompanying
storm surge.

Access to Caminada Spit is through unimproved
roads on Elmers Island. The spit is used
frequently for recreaticnal camping, fishing,
and hunting.

S04-Bay Champagne (Lafourche). This unit is
broken into two subunits. The eastern
subunit lies between the Winner Wildlife Area
to the east and the truncated channel of
Pass Fourchon to the west. The ‘ltandward
boundary runs along a pipeline canal east of
Bay Champagne, then skirts the bay where it
picks up an open channel that joins the Pass
Fourchon waterway. The western subunit
extends westward from the centerline of the
channel at Belle Pass to the west side of
Raccoon Pass. The %Yandward boundary runs
along a wide, natural channel which connects
Timbatier Bay and a dredged access channel
located about two-thirds of a mile in back of
the jettied channel of Belle Pass. The line
drawn landward of Raccoon Pass indicates that
a portion of Timbalier Bay bottoms are
included in this unit.

The eastern subunit 1is a flat and wide
strandplain beach. Its low elevation allows
frequent flooding and washover. The narrow
portion of the barrier in front of Champagne
Bay 1is breached annually. The tidal pass

that is created quickly closes as sediment
transported from updriff sources to the west
fills the channel.

The east jetties of Belle Pass have blocked
the Tlongshore sediment wmovement of the
western unit. The updrift accumulation has
caused accretion on the shore east of the
channel and extensive ercsion downdrift with-
in the CBRS unit. Sediment starvation to the
eastern portion of east Timbalier Island has
caused the island to narrow and breach,
Erosion rates in this vicinity are in excess
of 40 feet per year (Penland and Boyd 1981).

S05-Timbalier Island (Lafourche). This unit
is Tocated between the east side of Little
Pass Timbalier and Wine Island Pass to the
west. Remnant intertidal shoals derived from
the westward end of East Timbalier also are
included in this unit. The landward border
skirts the landwardmost extent of marsh which
dominates the bayside of the island. Fast
Timbalier Island is net included in the unit.

Timbalijer Island originally formed as a
flanking spit which grew west from the
Caminada-Moreau headland. The spit became a
barrier dsland when it detached from the
headland. The western end of the island is
accreting at the expense of its eastern and
central portions. Erosion rates of 50 feet
per year on the eastern end are matched by
accretion rates of 50 feet per year to the
west where a spit is growing into Wine Island
Pass (Penland and Boyd 1981). The 1lack of
sediment supply to the island results from
jetties and revelments to the east which
prevent sand from entering the Tongshore
drift. East Timbalier Island has been re-
veted with boulder size stones since 1964,
and the updrift jetty of Belle Pass has
redirected beach sediments in an offshore
direction.

506-Isles Bernieves (Terrebonne). This unit
contains the Isles Dernieres barrier island
arc system 1in its entirety. The eastern
boundary is Wine Island Pass, and the western
Tine 1is approximately cne-half mile west of
Raccoon Point. The landward boundary s
drawn nearly east-west along the open water
of the narrow lagoon behind the island. This
boundary bisacts both 0ld Camp Pass and
Caillou Boca.

Historical charts dating back to 1853 show
that the Isles Dernieres were once part of
the headland of an earlier 1lobe of the
Mississippi River. The arc system was formed
when the deltaic sediments underlying the
marshy headland subsided, forming Big Pelto
and Pelto Bay. The size of the back bay has
entarged during the past hundred plus years,
forming Lake Peito, which now separates the
Istes Dernieres from the mainland by several
kilometers. During this time, the island has
also eroded over a Kkilometer and has been
fragmented into five smaller fislands. The
headland which once supplied sediment to the
barrier system is no longer a viable source
of sand. Predominantly southerly waves tran-
sport what sand is left in the system from
the central Isles Dernieres to both east and
waest fTlanks, eroding the central portion of
the island at a faster rate than the ends
(Pentand and Bovd 1981).



The Isles Dernieres are a very fragile envi-
rehment with narrvow, ervoding beaches of
1imited elevation. The beach morphology has
been described as a continucus washover
terrace. The limited marsh area on the bay
side of the island 1is vrapidiy drowning.
Toward the central portion of the island, the
marsh is cut by a remnant channel of Trinity
Bayou and some pipeline and petroleum instal-
Tation access canals. Access to the islands
is Timited to boat or helicopter.

S07-Point au Fer (Terrebonne). This unit is
made up of two subunits. The eastern unit
runs approximately 2 miles along the coast-
Tline east of the midchannel line of Oystier
Bayou. The landward boundary runs along a
very minor, meandering tributary of Oyster
Bayou, which bisects twoe pond-size water
bodies. The western subunit, which consti~
tutes the bulk of this CBRS unit, begins
about a half mile west of a dammed pipeline
canal and includes the rvemaimder of Point au
Fer Island fo Point au Fer. The landward
boundary includes a small portion of the
Atchafalaya Bay Bottoms (which are also
protected as part of the Atchafalaya felta
Wildlife Management Area) and runs along
Locust Bayou. At the Point au Fer oil field,
the boundary shifts fto the east, and then
southeast along a pipeline canal.

The unit shoreline is dominated by marsh and
fronted by Targely unvegetated mudflats.
Shell reefs fringe the landward side of Point
au Fer. The majority of this unit is salt
marsh exhibiting 1ittle variability in
topography. The Tow elevation makes it
especially susceptible to flooding., Fipeline
canals and installations associatsd with the
petroleum industry are the only Torms of
development in this area.

S08-Cheniere au Tigre (Vermilion). This unit
is a very small area of coastline that con~
nects two Targer, otherwise protected areas.
To the north and east of the unit boundaries
is the Paul J. Rainey Wildlife Sanctuary,
while to the west the land is owned by the
Louisiana Department of Cuiture, Recreation,
and Tourism.

This unit 1ies at the seaward and sasternmost
extent of an ancient beach ridge known as
Cheniere au Tigre. It is vegetated by grass
and scrub ocaks. Supplies of muddy sediment
from the Atchafalaya River separate the ridge
from the shoreline by forming seaward-growing
mudflats. The area of Cheniere au Tigre in
this unit has a narrow, steep, shell hash
sand beach where the sediments of the chenfier
ridge 1itself are eroded onto the beach.

S09-RoTlover (Vermilion). This unit 1is a
corridor of coastline extending to the east
of the Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge. The
landward boundary runs along the open water
of a pipeline canal less than a half mile
from the coast.

The coastline fronting this unit is a largely
unvegetated mudflat. The sand and shell con-
tent of the fluid mud is generally less than
5 percent (Wells and Kemp 1981). The source
of the mud is offshore and to the east from
the Atchafataya River (Wells and Kemp 1981}).
This mudflat has been building westward from
the coastline near Marsh Island since 1854

(Adams et al. 1978) when the Atchafalaya
Delta alse began building. According to
Weils and Kemp (1881), this mudflat growth
may be temporary and could be guickly eroded.

S10-Mermentau River {(Cameron). This unit is
a lengthy coastal barrier stretching from
Beach Prong west to the opening of the
Mermentau River into the Gulf of Mexico.
Unlike the irregular coastline east of Marsh
Island, the shoreline in the western part of
this unit has been straightaened by incident
and storm wave attack. This wunit has no
outside source of sediment to nourish its
eroding shoreline. According to  figures
citad by Morgan and Larimore (1957}, this
region is retreating at rates approaching 186
feet per year. What beaches occur along this
shoreline are constructed from material
derived from within the system. Along Hack-
berry Beach, the shoreline has erpded into
old beach ridges. The sand is mined, re-
worked, and added to the retreating beach
face., East of Hackberry Beach, beach mate-
rial overlies older marsh material which
freguently is exposed on the beach (Wells and
Kemp 1981). Longshore sediment transport in
this region is westerly: however, the minimal
sediment moving along this coastline is
iltustrated by lack of accretion or erosion
on  the wpdrift or downdrift sides of the
Jettied channel to Lower Mud Lake.

Human-made structures found in the marsh-
dominated area landward of the shoreline
inctude pipeline channels, agcess channels,
oil transfer stations, and other instalia-
tions related to petroleum exiraction.
Hogy Bayow 011 and Gas Field and Crab lLake
Gas Field are Tlocated within this CBRS
unit.

S$1li-Sabine {Cameron). This unit is a long

stretch of cheniers and marshes fronting
Blue Buck Ridge. Like Mermentau River,
sediments are mined, reworked, and trans-
ported only within the immediate local

ares. Longshore  sediment  transport s
westerly but minimal.
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RECOMMENDED ADDITIONS AND MODIFICATIONS

The Department of the Interior recommends

that all undeveloped, unprotected coastal
barriers and associated aquatic habitat
identified in Louisiana be added to the
Coastal Barrier Resources System. The DOI

" appear

also recommends that otherwise protected,
undeveloped coastal barriers be excluded
from the CBRS. A portion of existing CBRS
unit S07 s a State-protected Wildlife
Management Area, therefore, DOI recommends
it be deleted from the CBRS. However, if
any otherwise protected, undeveloped coastal
barrier is ever made available for develop-
ment that 1is inconsistent with the purposes
of the CBRA, the DOI recommends that it then
be automatically included in the CBRS. A
complete discussion of DOI's recommendations
concerning otherwise protected, undeveloped
coastal barriers, including suggested guide-
tines for acceptable development, appears 1in
Volume 1. Maps of all otherwise protected,
undeveloped coastal barriers 1in Louisiana
in the following section. A table
presenting the Department's position on each
unit or proposed unit jdentified in Louisiana
follows this discussion.

The Department of the Interior's recommenda-
tions were developed after full consideration
of the many public, State and Federal Agency,
and Congressional comments on the deliena~
tions in the Draft Report released in March
1887. The State of Louisiana reviewed the
1887 Draft Report and made recommendations on
several existing and proposed CBRS units in
the State. These recommendations are dis~
cussed in the following section, interspersed
with the appropriate maps. The State ex-

pressed no opinions on the DOI's general
recommendations to Congress.
The Depariment received 6 other comment

Tetters concerning Louisiana. One expressed
general support for the CBRS expansion in
the State. Ancther suggested that the
wetlands south of New Orleans near Leeville
might qualify for addition to the C(BRS;
however, these wetlands are more than 5
miles inland and thus are 1ineligible for
addition to the CBRS under D0I criteria.
Substantive comments concerning individual
existing and proposed CBRS units are dis-
cussed and reprinted in the following sec-
tion, interspersed with the appropriate maps.

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS FOR COASTAL BARRIERS IN LOUISIANA

Shore~ Fast~
Unit 1ine Total tand
1D b Congregs. Length Area Area g
Code® Unit Name Parish Dist. {miles) {acres) f{acres) Recommendation
LA-01 Isle au Pitre 5t. Bernard i 4.0 6,280 79 Add to CBRS
LA-02 Grand Island St. Bernard 1 2.7 5,989 65 Add to CBRS
501 Bastian Bay Plaquemines 1 13.1 12,343 653 Add new area to
Complex existing CBRS
unit
SO1A Bay Joe Wise Plaquemines 1 8.6 5,621 507 Add new area to
Complex axisting CBRS
unit
s02 Grande Terre Plaguemines 3 6.1 9,313 289 Adq new area to
Islands Jefferson existing CBRS
unit
503 Caminada Jefferson 3 7.6 25,595 456 Add new area to
Lafourche existing CBRS

unit

{continued)




SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS FOR COASTAL BARRIERS IN LOUISIANA (CONCLUDED)

) Shore- Fast~
Unit line Total tand
ID a b Congregs. Lengthd Area Area
Code Unit Name Parish Dist.” (miles)® (acres)® (acres)' Recommendation®
504 Bay Champagne Lafourche 3 9.4 15,415 371 Add new area
to existing
CBRS unit
S05 Timbalier Lafourche 3 15.9 19,128 844 Add new area to
Island Terrebonne existing CBRS
unit
506 Isles Dernieres  Terrebonne 3 ' 17.6 39,978 567 Add new area to
existing CBRS
unit
507 Point au Fer Terrebonne 3 23.9 82,986 818 Add new area to
St. Mary and delete State

Wildlife Manage~
ment Area from
existing CBRS

unit
508 Cheniere au Vermilion 7 3.7 2,641 349 Add new area to
Tigre existing CBRS
unit
LA-07 Freshwater Vermilion 7 16,1 38,085 3,154 Add to CBRS
Bayou
509 Rollover Vermilion 7 1.0 5,223 22 Add new area to
existing CBRS
unit
510 Mermentau River Cameron 7 13.4 26,654 493 Add new area to
existing CBRS
unit
LA-09 Cameron Cameron 7 12.5 4,854 987 Add to CBRS
LA~10 Calcasieu Pass Cameron 7 10.4 31,016 1,005 Add to CBRS
$11 Sabine Cameron 7 14.0 22,219 2,088 Add new area to
existing CBRS
unit
Totals -~ CBRS as Recommended 180.0 353,340 12,747
Existing CBRS 91.7 59,243 4,518
Net Change in CBRS +88.3 +294,097 +8,229

BYNIT ID CODE - State initials (LA) plus a number identify a proposed new unit. An existing
unit is identified by the legal code letter ($) and number established by Congress in
1982.

bUNIT NAME - For proposed new units, this is a provisional name based on a prominent local

feature. For existing CBRS units, this is the legal name.

CCONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT - U.S. Congressional District in which unit is located.

dSHORELIN£ LENGTH - For existing units with additions or deletions, this length is for the

entire unit, as modified.

©TOTAL AREA - For existing units with additions or deletions, this area is for the entire
unit, as modified.

fFASTLAND AREA - This acreage is a rough estimate of the portion of the total area that is
above the mean high tide line (i.e., the non-wetland area). It is a very general
representation of the potentially developable land.

SRECOMMENDATION - A brief explanation of the Department's recommendations to Congress. For
more detailed explanations, see the following section. Abbreviations: FWS = Fish and
Wildlife Service, NPS = National Park Service, CBRS = (Coastal Barrier Resources System.
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Stxte of Wonieinnn
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
Epiwin W. EDwanps Pkt Qrir Bar Fa004
Sovemmon 7OR04-BO04

[LLTTR PV BT Y

July 20, 1887

Coastal Barriers Study Group
U.5. Department of the interfor
National Park Service -- 498
P.0. Box 37127

Washington, DC  20013-7127

Pear Coasta? Barriers Study Group:

1 am forwarding to you a copy of the resolution passed by the Board of
Commissioners of the Louisiana Shallow-Draft Ports and Waterways and additional
correspondance concerning three sreas presently included in the proposed
Coastal Barrier Resources System,

T would tike to ask you to give full consideration in accordance with the
delineation criteria to the recomwendations for excluding the areas shown in
El;: attached maps of both the Port Fourchon (504) and the Freshwater Bayou {LA-

aress,

In addition, the area in the proposed unit (SO7-Point Au Fer) covered by
the maps oh pages 3I-34 of the “Report to Congress on the Coastal Barrier
Resources System™ 13 already protected by the state Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries as the Atchafalays Delta Wildlife Management Ares. This protacted
;tatus should qualify the area for exclusion from the Coastal Barrier Resources
ystem,

If further infprmation is needed please contsct David Chambers (504-342-7463)
of our Department of Natural Resources.

Yours very truly,

dwin W,
encl,

cc: D, Chambers, DNR
Gary P. LaGrange
Vernon Behrhorst
Tad M. Falgout




OTHER GENERAL COMMENT

Workang b the tiature of Tamorim i I 2 82 !

NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION

1412 Sinteenth Street, N W, Washington, (. 200362266 (307} 797-6800

Coastsl Barriere Study Group
Dapartment of the Interior
Nationai Parx Service

$.0. Box 37127

Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

RE: Comments on the Coastal Barrier Resources Act--Section 10 Draft
Report to Congress, 52 Federal Begistey %618-96319

Dear S5ir or Madam:

The National Wildlife Pederation, the Hatural Resocurces Defense
Council, the Coast Alliance, and the Oceanic Soclety are writing in
response to the Department of the Interior’'s Pedersl Register Wotice
of March 23, 1987 solicitng comments on the Drafi Report in
Congress: Goastal Barrier Besources Systes.-Ereputive Summary.

Cur oryanizations have a longtime interest in the conservatisn
of woastal pbarriers., The Nazural Besources Defense Council wag the
founding crganization of the Barrier Islands Cozlition in 1978,
Likewise, the Natjonal Wildlife Pederation, the Coast Alliance, and
the Cceanic Society became members of that eoatition in 1979 to helyp
seeX protection of coastal barriers.

Our nrganizations have led efforts to pass legislation which
would consmrve the natural resources of coasta) barriers--first, the
tlood insurance prohibition in the Omnibus Reconciliatien Act in
1981 and then. the Federal finaacial prohibitiosn in the Coastal
Barrier Resources Act (CBRA) im 1982, We continae fo support the
goals nf CBRA and expansion of the Coastal Barrier Resources System
{CBRE) throughout the United Btate and lts territories. The federal
government sheuid not be subsidizing development in hazardous ateas
which destroys productive coastal ecosystems, endangers the lives
and properties of shoreline residents, and vomts federal Ta¥payers
li{%lgnl of doliars each year in flood insurance claime and disaster
relief,

The need For am expatided Coastal Bartier Rescurces fystem in
whick federal development subsidies ate prohibited is becoming
intreaningly ezitical in light of the projected rise in sea levels
due to global warming. As water levels rise, so will the tosts of
protecting existing structures, the damages from ercsicn and
flooding, and the ris¥ to luman life and property. Uafortunately,
however, development in these unsatable cosstal areas toatinvag to
grow at a frightening pace. We feel strongly, therefore, that it is
esgential that the Department recommend maximum expansion of the
Syutem to include the eligible areas on all of America’s coasts

LETTERS CONCERNING LOUISIANA

ppfors these sites are irrevocably commirted to developmant. An
appendiz of specific comgents on additisns Yo and deletions from the
system follow our genaersl comments.

We support the Department’s recommendation to expand the
dafinition of a “coastsl barrier® to inelude landforww which
function Bs coastal barrisrs in protectisg the malnland snd adlagent
aquatic habitats. even if they are not coaposed of uhconsolidated
sedimente as sre barriers in the treditional definition. Use of
this expanded definition in delineating CHRS unite is consistent
with the conssrvation goals of CHBEA &nd would allow for the
ineiusion of sueh nsw geological formations as undeveloped beach
rock, ceseaied dunss, fiinging mengroves and assoclated coral reefs,
cheniers, discontinuvous outerops of bedrock, and coarss ¢laclal
deposite, Since these areas gerve the sawme function as coastal
parriers and are as vulhnersble to development presenrs, ses jevel
pise, and stors damage ap traditionally-defined coastal barriers, it
ig appropriate that they a)lsc be protectad withis the Systam.

APPENDIX

COMMENTS O SPECIFIC COASTAL BARRIER AREAS

The Mational Wildlife Federation, the Natural Resocurces Defense
Council, the Coast Alliance, and the Oceanic Sveciety endorse the
inclusion of all undeveloped coastal barriers identified by the
Department of Interior in the March 1985 inventory, as well as some

additional areas mentioned below. Following are our commgnts on
gome of the specific areas.

Leuinlana

The State of Lousiana is suffering from severe coastal land
105E--up to 40 sqguare miles each yesr. Most of Lousians's coaetal
barrigrs are low iying landforms which are gubject to high srosion
and fleoding and are unsuitable for development. Along with the
Srate, we supporry the Department's inventory of unit additions to
the System in Lousiana.




INDEX TO EXISTING AND PROPOSED CBRS UNITS IN LOUISIANA

USER NOTE: To locate the map(s) of each existing and
proposed CBRS unit in this volume, consult the table on
the following page.
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MAPS DEPICTING EXISTING AND PROPOSED CBRS UNITS

Unit
ID USGS Topographic Map
Code Unit Name or Map Composite Page
501 Bastian Bay Complex Pass Tante Phine 24
Buras 25
Bastian Bay 26
SO1A Bay Joe Wise Complex Bastian Bay 26
Bay Ronguiile 27
502 Grande Tevve Islands Bay Ronquille 27
Barataria Pass 28
S03% Caminada Caminada Pass 29
Leeville 30
S04* Bay Champagne Leevitle 30
CaTumet Island 35
505 Timbalier IsTand Calumet YIsland 35
Timbalier Island 36
Cat Isiand Pass 37
506 Isles Dernieres Eastern Isles Dernieres 38
Central Isles Dernieres 39
Western Isles Dernieres 40
S07* Point au Fer East Bay Junop 4]
Oyster Bayou 42
Fourleague Bay 43
Plumb Bayou 44
Point au Fer 45
508 Cheniere au Tigre Cheniere au Tigre 57
509 Rollover Mulberry Island West 59
Rotlover Lake 62
510* Mermentau River Hog Bayou 65
Creole 66
Grand Bayou 67
$11* Sabine Pevetn Beach 70
Johnsons Bayou 71
Texas Point 72
Port Arthur 73
LA-01 Isie au Pitre Boor Point 15
LA-02 Grand Island Grand Island Pass 16
LA-Q7* Freshwater Bayou Cheniere au Tigre 57
Mulberry Island East 58
Mulberry Istand West 59
LA-09 Cameron Girand Bayou 67
Cameron 68
LA-10* falcasieu Pass Cameron 68
Holly Beach 69
Peveto Beach 70

*Public comment summaries and DOI responses follow unit maps.



MAPS DEPICTING OTHERWISE PROTECTED, MILITARY, AND
COAST GUARD LANDS ON UNDEVELOPED COASTAL BARRIERS®

USGS Topographic Map

Coastal Barrier

or Map Composite Status Page
Chandeleur Light Federal 17
North Islands Federal 18
New Harbor Islands Federal 19
Freemason Istand Federal 20
Stake Islands Federal 21
Grand Gosier Islands Federal 22
Breton Islands Federal 23
Barataria Pass State 28
Plumb Bayou State 45
Point au Fer State 45
Point au Fer NE State 47
Belle Isle State 48
Point Chevreuil State 49
Lake Point State 50
Mound Point Federal, State 51
Bayou Blanc State 52
Bayou Lucien S5tate 53
Hel1l Hole Bayou State 54
Redfish Point State 55
Fearman Lake State 56
Cheniere au Tigre State 57
Rollover Lake State 62
Deep Lake State 63
Cow Island State 64
Hog Bayou State 65

*These maps are provided for information purposes only.
mending the addition of these areas to the CBRS unless they are made avail-
able for development that is inconsistent with the CBRA purposes.

DOI 1is pot recom-
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MAP KEY
Existing CBRS units

Recommended additions to or dele-
tions from the CBRS

Military, Coast Guard, or otherwise
protected, undeveloped coastal
barrier

Area recommended for addition to the
CBRS

Area recommended for deletion from
the CBRS

Area excluded from an existing or
proposed CBRS unit because it is
developed

Federaliy protected, undeveloped
coastal barrier; for information
only

State protected, undeveloped coastal
barrier; for information only

Locally protected, undeveloped
coastal barrier; for 1information
only

Privately protected, undeveloped
coastal  barrier; for information
only

Undeveloped coastal barrier owned
by the military; for information
only

Undeveloped coastal barrier owned
by the Coast Guard; for information
only

Maps are arranged in geographic order from east

to west.
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503 - CAMINADA

State Position: The State of Louisiana
expressed no position on CBRS unit $03.

Other Comments: The City of New Orleans
expressed concern that the addition of the
new areas to 503 might interfere with shore
protection projects around Port Fourchon.
The New Orleans District of the Army Corps
of Engineers expressed concern that the
proposed landward boundary of 503 extended
more than 5 miles inland. The Louisiana
Shallow-Draft Ports and Waterways Commission
refers to S03 in its comment letter; however,
the land the Commission is concerned about
is part of S04 and the comment is discussed

there. The City's and the Corps' comment
letters are reprinted below.

Response: A1l the areas recommended for
addition to $03 are undeveloped and fully
qualified under DOI criteria. There are no
restrictions on shore protection projects in
Louisiana CBRS unit $03. The DOI has care-
fully examined the proposed landward boundary
of S03; it is approximately 5 miles inland
and was delineated in full conformance with
DOLI criteria.

DOI Recommendation: The Do1 recommends

adding new barrier areas and associated
aquatic habitat to the existing CBRS unit.

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICY, CORFS OF ENGINEERS
£ BOX 0267
NEW CRLEANS, LOUISIANA TON0-0267

RE

SrrEamon o Mareh 14, 1988
Planning Division
Environmental Analysis Branch

Mr. William P. Horn

Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wlldiife and Parks
Office of the Becretary

U.3. Department of the Interior

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Horn:

We wlsh to comment on your "Draft Supplemental Legislative
Environmental Impact Statement on Proposed Changes to the Coastal
Barrier Resources System”. Since we are not on your mailing
list, we would appreciate receiving all future environmental
documents, proposed regulations, and any informaticn on CBRA
within Louiszlana.

General Comments:

1. We would like to point out that the Loulslans barrier islang/
wetland system does not it the classic definition of such

a system. Instesd of having an island with a few hundred feet
of wetlands behind it and then the mainland, we have islands
with up to 40 miles of wetlands between them and "high ground”.
We are concerned that the landwardé boundary of the CBRA units
is more than the legally mandated % miles inland in 503 and
307. The propeosed additions alse include several developed
areas which should be excluded by your definitions: the SO&
area provected by "boudin bags"; East Timbalier Island which
is protected by rip-rap; and several developed areas in §10
such &5 Rutherford Beach, the Mud Lake area, angd parts of the
community of Johnson's Bayou.

2. The EIS should specifically discuss impacts in Louislana,

elnce approximately one third of the proposed additions are

in that state. The rationale for such an inclusion is questionable
since it appears that your future with and without the project

are essentlally the same in Louisiana. On page IV~B, you state
that noraction impacts are likely to be greatest in the Sun

Belt states i.e. that development will occur. Meanwhile, on

the next page, you claim that the vast majority of wetlangd

acreage in Louisiaha proposed for {neclusien is unsuitable for
development.

-

Specilic Comments:

Page 1V-31 - The small clusters of houses on the cheniers cannot
be realistically classified as "urban areas”.

Page VI-13 - You state that, except for the cheniers, approximately
0% of the proposed addlsions are near established communities.
This 18 not so for most of the 326,000 acres propeseqd for addition
in Loulslana,

Sincerely,

Cleclis R,
Chief, Pi
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April 21, 1987 T MY

Coastul Barriers Study Group,

U, 5. Bepartment of tge Interior,
National Park Service ~ 498,

P, 0, Box 37127,

Washington, D. €. 20013-7127

RE: COASTAL BARRIERS RESCQURCES SYSTEM
Gentlemen:

This is written as a comoent on the proposed inclusion of lands in the
Jower Lafourche Pavish, Lousiana srea.  We attach o copy of a map showing the
outline, in red, of some landy owned by the City of New Orlzans, which also
indicate inclusion of portioms of cur laads which apparently have o value For
the propagation of marine andfoy wildlife, but which is nesded in order o
«ontinue the development of an important Industrial Park and Port Ares for the
benefit of local intereats,

The lower portion of this tevact (bepween the forks of Bayou Lafourche)
currently serves as a buffer for protection of the Port's Park, and has a
value for added develupment For povi-related facilities., This tract has been
protected by the Greater Lafourcha Port CommissionfBtate of Lowisiana, by place-
#ent of sandbags and beach nourishment in recent months. The Port Director
has informed us thet chis system is apparentiy working to stem erosion of this
tract. In addirion, The jetty system on Hayou Lafourche has beer working to
re-penerate lands in the area for somae YOATS, oW,

the upper Portion (Park Acea) is in the process of being developed from
1968 to the present. This area is encircled by 2 rving lavee, which, for all
practical purposes, has condemned the srea for any other purpoze. While your
proposals show the exclesion of ?orcions of this tract, we suggesi thar the
entirety of the aren should be climinated from those propesals.

Dur other lands indicated on the wmep, as "Add To 509 and Add To 504" are
highly-productive of warine life, and must be protected from the ravages of
the Gull of Mexico and from salrwater intrusion. If this is accomplished, and
we submit that it can be, we hope to thereafher prove the value of Mariculture
from this area, for the benefit of the Mstion snd local economies.

While op this subject, the Ciry aleo owns significant additional lands in
the Leeville Quadrangle, located between the Southesstern Louisiana Canal and
Leuisiana Highway 1, which may alec be subject to inciusion in your proposats.

Coastsl Barrlers Study Group,
April 21, 1987
Page Z.

This srez is located in Townships 21 and 22 South, Ranges 22 and 25 Hast.
Since we have seen no maps iadicating the inclusion/exclusion of chese prop-
ertigs, we may ar wmay net have further comments until we review those maps.
In the mesnrime, we advise yow that the Louleiana Separtment of Wildlfe and
Fisheries has a long-revrm Game Menagewent Avea lLease on these properties, aund
there are no plans to develop them.

If we can furnish any other information on this subject, please advise,

RAR:Tp

Encl.

Copies: Honorable John Breaus, Senstor
Honorable W. J. Tauzin, Congressman .
Mr. Ted Falgeut, Director, GLPO
Honerable Bebby Tarde, Lefourche Parish Council
Mr. Ed Fike, Lafourche C M {ommission

F. 5. We have g Marsh Management Plan in hand, prepared by Coastal Environ-
ments, Inc., of Baton Rouge, covering the "3¢3 Avea”, ocutlined in green
on the attached map.

BRLY TAUZIN prame e e
T BITRCT Loriae Fauarerar daa 3.

2635 dan
BMERZY AMD EOWMM 21 L IMNTEH
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[T

Congress of the Wnited fdtates o
Bouse of Representatineg .
Mashington, WE 20515

WabumETOm B
Thitwim 207.775-4017
231 Samiin Mok (o Buidnng
Watkhcion D 20004
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June 11, 1987

Honcrable Donald Hodel .
Secretary -

U. 5. Department ef the Interior S
 Street Eetween 1Zth arnd 1%th Street, N.W,

Weshingten, D.C. 20240

Dear Don:

Encliesed please find a copy of a letter I have received
from Mr. Richard . Peneguy expressing congern over the inclusicn
of certair aress of ccastal Louisiana in the Coastal Barrisrs
Regourees System., These same concerns have been expressed by Hr.
Ted Falgout. Execwtive Rirecror of the Grearer Lafourche Pory
fomrission.

Please know that I share their concern. Port Fourchecn is
vital to the continued development of our coffshore oil and gas
reserves in the central Gulf of Mexico: it provides safe haven
for hundreds of figshing boats harvesting the nations most
productive fishing grounds: and, it is the homeport of our
nations only deepwater offshore oilport. I strongly feel that
inclusion of these new areas will threaten the continued success
of Port Fourcheon in meeting our nations vital nheeds.

Additionally, inclusion of these areas will surely affect
the stability of the rapidly eroding marsh which is a greater
threat to Louisjiana’'s wetlands than development, Don, it will
take federal funds and participation to protect these wetlands,
Including them in the system could do more harm than good.

Your favorable consideraticn of Mr. Peneguy's reguest that
these areas be sliminated would be perschslly appreciated.

With warmest regsrds, I remain
Very truly yours,
Bty
., -
BILLY TAUZIN
Membey of Congress
BT:em

Enclicosure




S04 - BAY CHAMPAGNE

State Position: The State of Louisiana
endorsed the Louisiana Shallow-Draft Ports
and Waterways Commission position discussed
below which opposes the addition of the
ring leveed area and the western portion
of Bay Morehand Island to the existing CBRS
unit.

Other Comments: The Llouisiana Shallow-Draft
Ports and Waterways Commission, the City of
New Orleans, and the Greater Lafourche Port
Commission all oppose the addition of a
modified wetland area within a ring Tevee
northwest of Bay Tartellon and the western
portion of Bay Morehand Island to the CBRS
unit. The commenters are concerned about
the 1impacts of the additions on future
expansion of Port Fourchon and on beach
stabilization and spoil disposal activities.
The two port commission letters are reprinted
below. The City of New Orleans' letter is
reprinted under S03 (letter number 67).

The New Orleans District of the Army Corps
of Engineers suggested that parts of S04

should be considered developed because they
are protected by boudin bags and rip-rap.
The Corps' Tletter is reprinted under 303
(Tetter number 1757).

Response: The wetlands within the ring
levee are substantially altered and the DOI
agrees that they do not qualify for addition
to the CBRS. Bay Morehand Island, with the
exception of a tank farm area that has been
excluded, is undeveloped and fully gqualifies
for addition to the CBRS under DOI criteria.
Beach stabilization is not restricted in S04
(see Section 5(a)(3) of the CBRAY.  Spoil
disposal in the CBRS 1is an allowable
exception from the restrictions on Federal
funding under Section 6 of the CBRA.

DOI Recommendation: The  DOI recommends
adding new barrier areas and associated
aquatic habitat to $04. The recommended
boundaries of S04 have been modified from
those proposed in the 1987 Draft Report to
exclude the area within and to the north of
the ring levee.

525
I I———
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May 22, 1987

Coastal Barriers Study Group

U. 5. Deparwent of the Interior
Rational Park Service - 498

P. 0, Box 37127

Washington, D, C, 20013-7127

Dear Coastal Barriers Study Group:

I have reviewed your proposed recommerdations for additions to the
Coastal Barrier Resource System and have comments on Lafourche Parish and
wore specifically, the Port Fourchon area.

Port Fourchon is a rapidly growing fishing, oil and shipping port
located in the area proposed for inclusion into 804. This area was init-
ially excluded from the CBRS because of its rapid growth and significance
as the land base for this nation's only offshore 0il port. Since that
time, Port Fourchon has slso gained motoriety as a shipping port with par-
ticular sppeal for developing Carribean Basin trade,

The boundaries of the Port are well defined by spoil areas, road-
ways, canais and levees {ares outlined in red, Exhidbit A). This entire .
ares is essential to port development and has been designated as the Port
since the 1960's, This area should definitely not be added to the (oastal
Barrier Rescurces System,

Bxhibit B indicates the area of development, speil areas and beach
stabilization prejects at the Porg.

Please do mot hesitate to contact me should you have any guestions

or need additional information.
Yours very truly, ,

Text M. Falgout
T™F:lou Executive Director
cc: bUnited States Congressional Delegation
Louisians Congressionsl Delegation

Greater Lalourche Port Commission s P.0O. Drawer 400 « Galliano, La. 70254 » (504) 632 6704

887

LOUISIANA SHALLOW-DRAFT PORTS AND WATERWAYS COMMISSION
DEPARTMERT OF TRANSPURTATION AND DEVELOPMENT
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA

June 15, 1987

Coastal Barriers Study Group
U.S. Department of the Interior
Bational Park Service - 498

P, 0. Box 37127

Waskington, D.C. 20013-7127

Ladies snd Gentlemen:

We have reviewved your Report to Congress: Coastal Bsrriers

Repources System,

At our regular meeting on May 27, 1987, we unanimously adopted the
enclosed resolution in which we express our concerns over your
recomendations on three ccastsl barriers units along Louisiana’s Coast,

We ask that you give consideration to our comments when you make
your final recommendetions to Congress.

Should you deeire any addicionsl information, you may contact me
ar {(318) B28-3410 or Vernon Bebrhors: at the Porte and Weterways
Institute et Louisiana State University, (504) 388-2774.

$incerely yours,
Gary P. laGrange
Chairman

Enclosure

ce:  Shallow-Draft Porte and
Vatervays Coamission
Vernon Behrhorst

GFL/wlw
Maiiing Address: Ports and Waterways Institute, Louisiana State University,

60 University Lakeshore Drive, Baton Rouge, LA 70803-7513
Telephone: 504/388-2772 or 388-2774



RESQLUTIONW

WHEREAS, Louisiana’s coast:l ports snd waterways are essential for
commerce of our sation; mineral exploration smd production, both
enshore and on the continents) shelf; and for commercial mnd
racreational fishing, and

WHEREAS, the 3,8, Department of Interior 1s required to submit its
recommendations to Congress on additions to and deletlons from the
Coastal Barviers Repcurces System astablished by the Coastsl Barriers
Resources Act of 1982 (16 USC 3501 et seq), has lssued a notice of
its submiesion of its recommendstions to Longress in the Federal
Regiater, March 25, 1987, and hes requested comments on these
recotendatlons, and

WHEREAS, the Loulsians Shallow-Draft Ports snd Waterways
Commission has as one of its responsibiliries, "to monitser federal . . .
actione with regard to thelr possible effects upon Louigiane ports ang
waterways interest . . "

NOW TEEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Louisiana Shallow-Draft Ports
and Waterways Commimeion thet the Secretary of the Interior review his
recommandations with vegard to their effect upon coastal shallow—draft
ports and waterways of Louisiana and consider modifying them,
especizlly with reapect to

1. Addition to unit 503 as shown on map 2i, which 1if approved by
Congress, would iticlede already developed areas of Port
Fourchor and aress aiready desfignated for use in the Port's

Haster Development Flan.

2. Additior to unit 507 which would incorporate all of
Atchefaiays Bay that constitutes the Atchafalays Delts Game
Hanagement Ares under the adainistration of the Loudsians
Pepartment of Wildlife and ¥isheries (maps 30~35) and as such
28 wxeluded from che definition of "undeveloped toastal
Barrier™ by Sacticn 3{1} (B} of the Act,

3. Establishment of & sew CBRS unit (LA-07) shown on map 37
vhich includes vecently sstablished waterway facilities on
the 2ust bank of Fresiwster Bayou {aanl, at Freshwster Bayou
Lock,

and be it further

RESOLVED, that coples of this tesclution be semt to the Governs,
of Louisians, members of the Louislana Congressional delegation and
affected coastal port and watervays ifnterests for their informstion and
setion, and be 1t further

RESOLVED, chat the louisimna Shallow-Draft Perts and Waterwvays
Comaiasion offers ity full cooperation and sesisvance to the Department
of the Interior, the Louislans Cemgressional delegstfon, Louisiana
state agencies and affected cozstsl ports and watervays intereats in

addressing thene concerns.

thanimously adopted May 27, 1987, st Port Manchat, Lemisisns.

Lot thotte

Randy HJterl « Secretary
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S07 - POINT AU FER

State Position: The State of Louisiana
requested the deletion of the Atchafalaya
Deita Wildiife Management Area from the
existing CBRS unit.

Qther Comments: The Louisiana Shallow-Draft
Ports and Waterways Commission also requested
that the Atchafalaya Delta Wildlife Manage-
ment Area be deleted from the CBRS. Their
letter is reprinted under S04 (Jetter number
887). The New Orleans District of the Army
Corps of Engineers expressed concern that
the proposed landward boundary of S07 is more
than 5 miles inland. Their letter is re-
printed under S03 (letter number 1757).

Response: The Atchafalaya Delta Wildlife
Management Area is State-protected and the

DCI is not recommending that otherwise pro-
tected areas be included in the CBRS unless
they are made available for development that
is inconsistent with the CBRA purposes.
In addition to the recommended deletion from
the existing unit, the boundaries of associ-
ated aquatic habitat recommended for addi-
tion to the CBRS have been modified from
those 1in the 1987 Draft Report to exclude
the remainder of the Wildlife Management
Area.

DOI Recommendation: The DOI recommends

deleting that portion of 507 that is part of
the State-protected Atchafalaya Delta Wild-
1ife Management Area from the CBRS. The
POI also recommends adding the unprotected
associated aquatic habitat to S07.
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LA-07 - FRESHWATER BAYOU

State-Position: The State of Louisiana
endorsed the Louisiana Shallow-Draft Ports
and Waterways Commission and Abbeville Harbor
and Terminal District positions, described
below, which requested the deletion of a
portion of LA-07 on the east bank of Fresh-
water Bayou Canal from DOI's recommendations.

Other Comments: The Louisiana Shallow-Draft
Ports and Waterways Commission and the
Abbevilie Harbor and Terminal District
requested the deletion of a portion of LA-07
on the east bank of Freshwater Bayou Canal
at Freshwater Bayou Lock from DOI's recom-

mended additions to the CBRS. The commenters

Response:

stated that new facilities may be established
there.

The Abbeville Harbor and Terminal District
letter is reprinted below. The Louisiana
Shallow-Draft Ports and Waterways Commission

letter is reprinted under S04 (Tetter number
887).

A11 of proposed CBRS unit LA-07 is
undeveloped and fully meets DOI criteria for
addition to the CBRS.

DOI Recommendation: The DOI recommends add~

ing LA-07 to the CBRS.

[1659]

WAYNE LeBLELT
Previcient

ABBEVILLE
HARBOR & TERMINAL DISTRICT

CLENN LECE
Vice Prengent
CERALD LIBERSAT
Tennssrer
HA BROUSSARD
Commusioner
FERALE VORBOFF | IR
Corrnnsioner

Coctober 28, 1987

LW CAMPBELL
Coastal Barriers Study Group “13;1%%?“
U.3. Department of the Interior Cecretary
National Parkx Service - - - 498
P. 0. Box 37127
washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Dear Coastal Barriers Study Group:

I am forwerding 10 you a copy of the resolution
passed by the Board of Commissioners of the Abbeville
Harbor & Terminal District concerning Freshwater Bayou
presently included in the proposed Coastal Barrier
RAesourees Systenm.

T would like ¥0 ask you %0 give full consideration
in accordance with the delineation e¢riteria tc the
recommengdations for excluding the areas shown in the
attached map of the Preshwater Bayou (LA-07) &rea.

If further informedinu ds needed please contzet me
at your convenience at (3187 BY3-9465,

f?RsBE;ctfdlEy,

; “.¢€27£24(‘NH
AMES W, CAMPBELL

Executive Director i
Abbeville Harbor & Terminal Digtrict

INC: Tt

CC: Bapnett Johnston
John Breaux

Jimmy Hayes

At the regular meeting of the Board of Comnmissioners of the
Abbeville Harbor and Terminal District, held on the 2u4th day
of August, 1987, with a guorum being present. The fellowing

resolution was introduced by Gerald Lipersat

and duly seconded by Glenn Lege , and carried:

RESCLUTION
WAEREAS, louisiana's coastal ports and waterways are
essential for commerce of our nation; mineral exploration and
productlon, both onshore and on %the continental shelf; and
for commercial and recreational fishing, and
WHEREAS, the 1.5, Department of Interior is requested 1o
submit its recommendations to Congress on additions to and
deletions from the Coastal Barriers Resources Syster establisned
by the Coastal Barriers Resources Act of 1982 (16 USC 3501 et seq)
has issued a notice of its submission of its recommendations to
Congress in the Federal egister, March 25, 1987, and nas
requested comments or these recommendations, and
ROW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Abbeville Harbor and
Terminal Districit that the Secretary of the Inierior review his
recommendations with regard to their effect upon coastal shallow-
Graft ports and waterways of Loulsiana and consider modifying
them, especially with respect to
Establishment of a new CBRS unit {LA-07) shown on
map 37 which includes recently established waterway
facilities on the east bank of Freshwater Bayou Canal,

at FPreshwater Hayou Lock,



and be it further

REBCIVED, thet copies of this resclution be sgnt to the
Governor of Iouisiana, members of the lowisiane Congrassions’
delegation and affected coastal pert and waterways interests
for their information and actien, and be it further

AESOLVED, that the Abbeville Harbor & Terminal District
offers its full cooperation and assisiance 10 the Departmens
of the Interior, the Louisiana Congressional delegation,

Louisiana state agencies and sffectsd coastal porss snd water-

wiys interssts in addressi

Unanimously adopted August
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S10 - MERMENTAU RIVER; S11 - SABINE; LA-10 - CALCASIEU PASS

State Position: The State of Louisiana
expressed no position on CBRS units $10 and
511 or proposed unit LA-10.

Other Comments: The New Orleans District of
the Army Corps of Engineers suggested that
several developed areas existed in units
510, 511, and LA-10, such as Rutherford
Beach, the Mud Lake area, and Johnsons Bayou.
Their Tletter is reprinted under 503 (letter
number 1757).

Response: The DOI has carefully examined
existing units S$10 and S11, their proposed

additions, and proposed unit LA-10:; no
developed areas are included within the
recommended  boundaries of these wunits.
Rutherford Beach 1is not Jncluded in the
delineations of S10. The developed areas of
Johnsons Bayou are not included in $11 and
the developed areas near Mud Lake (Holly
Beach} are not included in LA-10.

DOI Recommendation: The DOI recommends
adding new barrier areas and the associated
aquatic habitat to existing CBRS units $10
and §11. The 001 also recommends adding
LA-10 to the CBRS.
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