Red Mountain Spring

Description/Location: Located in the northeastern side of Red Mountain in San Bernardino County.

Nationally Significant Values:

Cultural: Originally named “Squaw Spring” in the CDCA Plan, this area was designated for significant
prehistoric and historic cultural resource values. Portions of the unit are within the Squaw Spring
Archaeological District which is listed in the National Register of Historic Places. It includes 17 recorded
prehistoric sites, one recorded historic site, and two multicomponent sites, ranging in date from 500 AD to
the late 1800s.

Ecological: This area provides high density Desert Tortoise habitat and encompassed designated desert
tortoise critical habitat.

Special Designations/Management Plan/Date: Original ACEC Designation, California Desert Conservation
Area Plan, 1980; National Register of Historic Places Listing, 07/1981; Red Mountain Spring ACEC
Management Plan 09/30/1987 (CA-06-ACEC-26); West Mojave Plan Amendment Route designation
01/2005

Relevance and Importance Criteria: Relevant biological and cultural resources. This area was designated
due to significant prehistoric and historic cultural, and wildlife resources. Portions of the ACEC are within
the Squaw Spring Well Archaeological District which is listed in the National Register of Historic Places. It
includes 17 recorded prehistoric sites, one recorded historic site, and two sites with both. This area also
falls within the Mojave Ground Squirrel Conservation Area and the Fremont-Kramer tortoise DWMA.

Goals: To protect and preserve significant cultural and wildlife resources.

For NLCS Lands -- Where this ruleset differs from the plan-wide NLCS rulesets, the more restrictive rules will
apply.

Designation and Acreage by Alternative:

Afternativ Wi':’ti'\: :é;s orf\;l/hifi e | BLM Acres within BLM Acres within ACEC
ernative o. € ACEC Wildlife Allocation Disturbance Cap
Allocation
No Action 0 700 0 NA

Preferred 700 700 0 0.5%
Alternative

1 0 700 0 0.5%

) 700 700 0 0.5%

3 0 700 0 0.5%

4 700 700 0 0.5%

* Acreage values are for BLM managed lands




Alternatives -
No Action — this existing ACEC would continue to be managed as it currently is.

All Action Alternatives:

This is an existing ACEC. It overlaps the Fremont Kramer Desert Wildlife Management Area. All Action
Alternatives would remove this area from the Fremont-Kramer DWMA and remain as the Red Mountain
Spring ACEC to resolve the dual designation and assist the Bureau in tracking total number of acres of

protected lands.

Objectives (desired future conditions)/Allowable Uses/Management Actions

Resource

A portion of the ACEC was designated Public Water Reserve No. 22

Soil, water, air

Objective: Protect and enhance habitat to maintain stable or increasing
population trends of special status species to ensure persistence:

Management Action: Protect other sensitive species:

Desert Tortoise (Gopherus agassizii) Federally and State threatened

Le Conte’s Thrasher (Toxostoma lecontei) State Species of Special Concern
Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) State Species of Special Concern
American Badger (Taxidea taxus) State Special Animal

Mohave ground squirrel (Spermophilus mohavensis) State threatened
Townsend's big-eared bat (Corynorhinus townsendii) BLM sensitive

Pallid bat (Antrozous pallidus) BLM sensitive

Spotted bat (Euderma maculatum) BLM sensitive

Western Mastiff bat (Eumops perotis californicus) BLM sensitive

Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos ) BLM sensitive, Bald and Golden Eagle P. Act
Prairie Falcon (Falco mexicanus) USFWS Bird of Conservation Concern
Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia) BLM Sensitive

Long-eared owl (Asio otus) State Species of Special Concern.

Fish and Wildlife (incl.
special status species)

See programmatic ACEC cultural resources objective and action items in
general cultural resources rules.

Objective: Protect and preserve archaeological sites

Allowable Uses: Limited access for recreation and minimal surface disturbance.

Management Action:

Close area to vehicle use.

Prohibit camping in sensitive resources

Withdrawal from mineral entry

Adjust ACEC boundary to include all sensitive cultural resources after
completing inventory.

Cultural Resources

Objective: Limited vehicle access

Allowable uses: Non-mechanized foot and equestrian use allowed. Motorized
and non-motorized use prohibited

Trails and Travel
Management




Management Action: Maintain barriers to prevent motorized and non-
motorized traffic from entering ACEC.

Closed to vehicle traffic

Install signing, barriers and other structures as determine appropriate to
educate the public of proper use ethics for the area.

Objective: Provide dispersed opportunities for enjoyment of the ACEC
attributes

Allowable uses: All forms of recreational use are allowed including but not
limited to hunting, photography, picnicking, astronomy/ star gazing, nature
study and viewing as long as these activities due not degrade the relevant and
important values that the ACEC is being established for.

Camping is prohibited.

Management Action: Increase law enforcement patrol.
Install signing, barriers and other structures as determine appropriate to
educate the public of proper use ethics for the area.

Recreation

Not an allowable use. Renewable energy development is not compatible with
NLCS and ACEC unit values and criteria

Geothermal: Area is open to geothermal leasing and development where it
overlaps with a DFA where geothermal is allowed, with a NSO stipulation. Lies
within the Randsburg Known Geothermal Resource Area with the stipulation of
no surface occupancy.

Renewable Energy

Withdrawal is recommended.
Determine validity of mining claims/withdrawal of mineral exploration and
location.

Locatable Minerals
Mineral Materials
Non-energy Leaseables
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