West Mesa

Description/Location: The unit is located approximately eight miles north of Interstate 8, 18 miles west of
Hwy 111, and eight miles south of Hwy 78. It is situated between the Fish Creek Mountain Wilderness and
Plaster City Open OHV Recreation Area.

All action alternatives propose expanding the existing unit. This expansion is proposed to fulfill the Flat-
tailed horned lizard Conservation Strategy. The northern boundary of the ACEC would extend to the San
Sebastian ACEC, the western boundary would expand to the Fish Creek Mountains Wilderness, the southern
boundary would expand to the southern unit of Plaster City OHV Area, and the eastern boundary would
expand approximately nine miles to the east of the existing ACEC boundary.

Nationally Significant Values:

Ecological: This ACEC provides important habitat for the Flat-tailed horned lizard and supports rare plant
populations and other wildlife Species of Concern including Burrowing owl, Palm Springs little pocket mouse
and Colorado desert fringed-toed lizard. The conservation lands and ACEC would protect a contiguous
landscape connecting the San Sebastian Marsh/San Felipe Creek with the Fish Creek Mountains and Anza-
Borrego Desert State Park. This conserved landscape would enhance the protections and habitat for the
species listed above as well as numerous other species dependent on this landscape.

Cultural: The proposed conservation lands and ACEC contain sensitive and significant cultural resources such
as habitation sites, geoglyphs, prehistoric trails, and areas of traditional and sacred values to Native
American tribes. The area also contains a portion of the Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail. The
eastern portion of the ACEC also contains shoreline of ancient Lake Cahuilla where prehistoric fish traps and
significant habitation sites have been recorded. These archaeological resources are listed in, or eligible for
listing in, the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).

Scientific: Prehistoric archaeological sites with scientific information potential that make them eligible for
listing in the NRHP are located within this ACEC. Significant paleontological localities containing vertebrate
fossils are located within this ACEC.

Special Designations/Management Plan/Date: CDCA 1987 plan amendment

Relevance and Importance Criteria: Relevant biological and cultural resources. This ACEC is located on the
western side of Imperial County, between the Superstition Mountains, Fish Creek, and the Coyote
Mountains in the Colorado Desert — a subdivision of the Sonoran Desert. Mountains and other landforms
within and surrounding the ACEC are considered sacred to local Indian tribes; viewsheds within this unit are
very important to local tribes. Most surface management is administered by the BLM through a
Memorandum of Understanding with the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR); the remainder of lands is leased to
the Navy by the BOR, or is under private ownership. The Navy uses the land as target zones or for parachute
drop zones. The BLM land within the ACEC is designated as Multiple Use Class “Limited”. Casual use includes
recreation activities such as OHV riding, camping, hiking, and rockhounding. Mineralization is not well
developed or occurs at depths below a large quantity of overburden material, making mining uneconomical.

The ACEC is largely covered by a dry substrate, endemic to vegetation communities and wildlife species
adapted to the harsh environment. Large washes, created from watersheds originating from surrounding
mountains or resulting from monsoon rainfall, provide microclimates for plant species requiring additional
water. The primary plant communities in the ACEC are Creosote Bush Scrub, with some Desert
Psammophytic Scrub occupation the eastern portion, and Microphyll Woodland (restricted to only a few




major washes). Each of the three plant communities provides habitat features preferred by a variety of
wildlife species. The ACEC includes a variety of mammal, reptile, and avian species.

Goals: To protect the biological, cultural and paleontological values within the ACEC while allowing for a
variety of uses.

For NLCS Lands: Where this ruleset differs from the plan-wide NLCS rulsets, the more restrictive rules will

apply.

Designation and Acreage by Alternative:

Alternative Wii&i’\: :g;soo:xhilsi oo | BLMAcres within BLM Acres within ACEC
. ACEC Wildlife Allocation Disturbance Cap
Allocation
No Action 0 118,700 0 1%
Preferred 80,600 115,200 1%
Alternative
1 24,800 115,200 0 1%
’ 115,100 115,100 0 1%
3 80,300 115,100 0 1%
4 80,400 115,200 0 1%

* Acreage values are for BLM managed lands

Alternatives :
All Action Alternatives — The existing ACEC and the expansion would be identified as an ACEC.

No Action — this existing ACEC would continue to be managed as it currently is, there would be no
expansion.

Objectives (desired future conditions)/Allowable Uses/Management Actions | Resource

Objective: Minimize soil disturbance. Soil, water, air
Management Action: Maintain confinement of OHV activity to designated
locations.

Management Action: Maintain signage informing OHV users to avoid riding
outside of designated locations.

Management Action: Require all undertakings with the potential to spill
hazardous material (e.g., motor oil, coolant) to follow proper federal and state
reporting requirements after a spill.

Objective: Minimize disturbance to washes that would result in negative
ecological consequences to wildlife and plant communities dependent upon
them.

Management Action: Monitor to ensure materials are not being dumped
directly into washes.

Management Action: Require all undertakings with the potential to spill




hazardous material (e.g., motor oil, coolant) to follow proper federal and state
reporting requirements after a spill to avoid material(s) contaminating water.
Objective: Protect air quality and visibility standards in accordance with the
Southeast Desert Air Basin nonattainment standards.

Management Action: Coordinate with the California Environmental Protection
Agency Air Resources Board.

Objective: Manage the ACEC within the standards for visibility-reducing
particles, and attainment for other criteria in accordance with the standards
set by the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District.

Management Action: Coordinate with the Imperial County Air Pollution Control
District.

Objective: Protect and enhance robust populations of both rare and common
native plants. Unique plant assemblages exist within this ACEC, including
saltbush (Atriplex), daleas (Dalea emoryi) and Mormon tea (Ephedra trifurca)
can be important to wildlife because of their ability to produce seeds.
Management Action: Maintain confinement of OHV activity to designated
locations.

Management Action: Maintain signage informing OHV users to avoid riding
outside of designated locations.

Management Action: Eradicate and control the spread of invasive and noxious
weeds.

Objective: Create a baseline of plant species to track environmental changes.
Management Action: Inventory vascular and non-vascular plants, including
soils crust species, in the ACEC.

Vegetation (incl. special
status species)

Objective: Protect and enhance wildlife populations within the ACEC. Special
Status species exist within the ACEC, including Le Conte’s Trasher (Toxostoma
lecontei), black-tailed gnatcatcher (Polioptila melanura), and Flat-tailed horned
lizard (Phrynocoma mcallii).

Management Action: Maintain confinement of OHV activity to designated
locations.

Management Action: Maintain signage informing OHV users to avoid riding
outside of designated locations.

Management Action: Manage landscape to ensure wildlife passage and
connectivity.

Objective: Protect and enhance critical Flat-tailed horned lizard habitat.
Management Action: Determine the effect of pesticide spraying on the Flat-
tailed horned lizard and avoid chemicals that would result in an adverse effect
to the species.

Management Action: Continue to participate actively in an Interagency
Coordinating Committee to coordinate the management of the Flat-tailed
horned lizard and its habitat.

Management Action: Maintain camping and OHV closure in critical habitat
areas.

Management Action: Rehabilitate closed and unauthorized routes, and
damaged habitat areas.

Fish and Wildlife (incl.
special status species)

See programmatic ACEC cultural resources objective and action items in
general cultural resources rules.

Cultural Resources




Objective: Provide for maximum protection of highly sensitive cultural
resources.

Management Action: Exclude OHV use within one mile of cultural resources
except on designated routes.

Management Action: Nominate sensitive archaeological resources within the
ACEC for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

Management Action: Increase Ranger patrols in areas within the ACEC that
contain archaeological resources listed in, or eligible for listing in, the National
Register of Historic Places and those areas contained known prehistoric human
remains.

Management Action: Develop baseline assessment of specific natural and man-
made threats to cultural resources in the ACEC (i.e., erosion, looting,
vandalism, and OHV activities).

Management Action: Consult with local Indian tribes and knowledgeable
traditional practitioners regarding the cultural resources values present within
the ACEC.

Management Action: Rehabilitate closed and unauthorized routes, and
damaged areas to discourage travel to confidential locations of sensitive
archaeological resources.

Objective: Establish Baseline Resource Information/ldentify and Document
Cultural Resources

Management Action: Integrate survey information into BLM cultural resources
management systems (cultural GIS geodatabase).

Objective: Increase public awareness of the cultural values in the ACEC.
Management Actions: Where appropriate and with consideration of site
protection and confidentiality, develop and provide interpretation to the
public about cultural resources, including signs, interpretive panels and kiosks,
and web-based information.

Management Action: Install signs stating no collection of any archaeological
resources is allowed.

Objective: Administer and manage trail resources in accordance with Old
Spanish Trail Comprehensive Management Plan, NTSA, FLMPA, local RMPs, and
agency policy and direction.

Allowable Uses: Research, interpretation, recreation.

Management Action: Designate Trail Management Corridor

National Historic Trails

Objective: Protect and monitor paleontological resources.

Management Action: Manage and protect fossil resources consistent with the
Paleontological Resources Preservation Act and the Omnibus Act.
Management Action: Restrict renewable energy projects to one half mile or
more from significant paleontological localities.

Management Action: Exclude OHV use within one mile of paleontological
resources except on designated routes.

Management Action: Prohibit casual collection of vertebrate fossils without a
permit. Management Action: Develop plans for the inventory, monitoring, and
scientific and educational use of paleontological resources as needed.

Paleontology

Objective: Protect the characteristic landscape, including the significant
cultural landscape surrounding the Anza NHT.

Visual Resources




Management Actions: Minimize impacts to characteristic landscape by
following prescriptions of applicable VRM class.

Objective: Manage the route of travel network to fulfill requirements of the
original CDCA Plan and the WECO Plan Amendment.

Management Action: Maintain signage and provide maps to the public to
inform them of route locations and regulations.

Objective: Reverse trend of resource degradation due to OHV and casual ORV
use

Management Action: Increase Ranger patrols in areas within the ACEC with
important resource values.

Management Action: Rehabilitate closed and unauthorized routes.

Trails and Travel
Management

Objective: Promote dispersed recreation in this area, including casual day use,
camping, hunting, target shooting, hiking, and OHV activities.

Objective: Maintain high health and safety standards for the public.
Management Action: Increase Ranger patrols during high-profile events.
Management Action: Provide signage and maps for the public to inform them
of route locations and regulations.

Management Action: Prohibit competitive motorized vehicle events.
Management Action: Provide adequate notification of closures or other
necessary information (e.g., special hazards) to the public through various
methods (e.g., sighage, social media).

Recreation

Objective: Processing of non-energy ROW applications.

Management Action: Non-energy ROW applications must not conflict with the
purpose and overarching goals of the ACEC.

Management Action: Transmission line ROWs would be allowable only within
designated utility corridors.

Rights of Way

No Renewable Energy Development

Geothermal: Area is closed to geothermal leasing and development

Renewable Energy

Objective: Process applications for mineral development while ensuring
mineral development activities are not authorized in areas where new ground
disturbance would impact habitat for Special Status species, disturb sensitive
cultural resources, or limit or restrict locations within the ACEC that have high
recreational values.

Allowable Uses: Geothermal leasing and mineral material sales with
stipulations.

Management Action: Restrict clay extraction because of the importance of its
values to resources and other activities.

Management Action: Develop a mineral management plan for the West Mesa
ACEC that addresses the high seasonal visitor use to the area, and the unique
resource values.

Locatable Minerals
Mineral Materials
Non-Energy Leasables
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