Palen Dry Lake

Description/Location : Located in an area of sand dunes along the southeast shoreline of Palen Dry Lake and
between Palen Dry Lake and the southwest tip of the Palen Mountains. Accessible from the Corn Springs
Road exit from Interstate 10.

Nationally Significant Values:

Cultural values: The Palen Dry Lake and surrounding area features several archaeological sites that are vast
intense, and eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Prehistoric Trails along the
bajada/pediment interface remain preserved on the desert pavements and host well preserved evidence of
past trade and travel in the form of lithic and ceramic scatters, cleared circles/rock rings, rock alignments,
and petroglyphs. Native Americans hold these places sacred. Shifting sands constantly alternate from hiding
to revealing portions of sites as the heavier artifacts remain in place while dunes gradually migrate from the
northwest to the southeast toward the Ford Dry Lake area.

Scientific Values: Small disparate microphyll woodland habitats are spread across the southeast slopes of
the Palen mountains where the slopes meet the lake bed. These areas provide researchers with myriad
evidence of past and present scientific knowledge. Lake sediments can reveal past ecological data, and

climate patters over many millennia.

Special Designations/Management Plan/Date: ACEC Plan No. 55 (09/22/1981), Palen-Ford Wildlife Habitat
Management Area (WHMA)(NECO 2002)

Relevance and Importance Criteria: Relevant cultural resources. This area was designated to provide
protection of Native American values.

Goals: Protect archaeological sites, providing for compatible public uses.

Designation and Acreage by Alternative:

Alternative wi?fl;il\r:l :é;isoorfvltllli-lzlsife BLM Acres within BLM Acres within ACEC
. ACEC Wildlife Allocation Disturbance Cap
Allocation
No Action 0 3,600 0 NA
Preferred 3,600 3,600 0 1%
Alternative
1 3,500 3,600 0 1%
’ 3,600 3,600 0 1%
3 3,600 3,600 0 1%
A 3,400 3,600 0 1%

* Acreage values are for BLM managed lands

Alternatives —
All Alternatives — this existing ACEC would continue to be managed as it currently is.




Objectives (desired future conditions)/Allowable Uses/Management Actions

Resource

Objective: Identify and Document Cultural Resources
Management Action 1: Survey, identify and record new cultural resources
within the ACEC boundaries.

Objective: Identify Threats to Cultural Resources

Management Action 1: Develop baseline assessment of specific natural and
man-made threats to cultural resources in the ACEC (i.e., erosion, looting and
vandalism, grazing, OHV).

Objective: Monitoring/Protective Measures
Management Action 1: Provide on-going monitoring for cultural resources
based on the threat assessment.

Objective: Ensure that the Native American concerns are fully considered in all
BLM management decisions

Management Action 1: Apprise and solicit the comments of indigenous tribal
representatives regarding all undertakings within the ACEC

Objective: Protect and monitor cultural resources
Management Action 1: Increase ranger patrol. Assess nature and extent of
visitation, unauthorized use, and condition trends.

Cultural Resources

Allotment: OHV limited to designated routes (none exist), thus no OHV

Trails and Travel

allowed. There are no designated hiking trails at this time. Management
Objective: Monitor visitor use and effectiveness of management prescriptions | Recreation
Action: Establish ranger patrols

Allow for low-impact, dispersed recreational opportunities (ie- hiking, hunting,

wildlife watching, etc.) that are compatible with ACEC resources.

Objective: ROW avoidance area. Rights of Way

Management Action: ROWs in avoidance areas would be authorized on a case
by case basis to meet public demand consistent with the goals and objectives
of the ACEC. All relevant and importance values of the ACEC must be
protected.

Management Action: all avoidance areas within the ACEC, ROW development
and land use authorizations must ensure full protection, or be fully mitigated.

Objective: Retain public lands.
Action: Acquire all inholdings from willing sellers

Land Tenure

Not an allowable use. Renewable energy development is not compatible with
NLCS and ACEC unit values and criteria.

Geothermal: Area is closed to geothermal leasing and development

Renewable Energy




Recommend withdrawal of the ACEC from locatable mineral entry. Locatable Minerals
Mineral Materials
Continue to allow mineral material disposals on a case by-case basis subject to | Non-energy Leaseables
site specific environmental analysis. Allow no disposal of mineral material in
Lands with Wilderness Characteristics.

No-surface occupancy leasable minerals.
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