Desert Tortoise RNA

Description/Location: The unit is located in the western Mojave Desert in eastern Kern County, California. It
lies east of Hwy 14 and north California City.

Nationally Significant Values:

Ecological: The Desert Tortoise Research Natural Area (DTRNA) was designated to provide protective
management of habitat on public lands supporting the highest known continuous densities of Agassiz’s
Desert Tortoise. The area is also a natural desert ecosystem suitable for conducting research related to
management of native flora and fauna. This area provides intact high-density Desert Tortoise habitat and
encompassed a large, intact area of designated Desert Tortoise critical habitat.

Scientific: This Research Natural area has been the subject of long-term population monitoring studies for
the desert tortoise. Mohave ground squirrel studies began in 2013.

Special Designations/Management Plan/Date: Plan 22/1988

Relevance and Importance Criteria: Relevant biological resources. It is within the Mojave Ground Squirrel
Conservation Area and the Fremont-Kramer DWMA. This area also contains habitat that supports additional
special status species including the Barstow woolly sunflower, Burrowing Owl, Mohave Ground Squirrel, and
the Desert Kit Fox. The DTRNA is managed cooperatively with the Desert Tortoise Preserve Committee, Inc.
They have acquired additional lands within and bordering the DTNA as well as have secured mitigation lands
for CalTrans and other projects

Goals: To protectively manage an area that supports a significantly high density of Desert Tortoises while
providing opportunities for compatible recreation. To conduct research activities that help to guide in the

management of the Desert Tortoise and its habitat.

For NLCS Lands: Where this ruleset differs from the plan-wide NLCS rulesets, the more restrictive rules will
apply.

Designation and Acreage by Alternative:

Aternative Wifti'\: :g;soorthilsi e | BLMAcres within BLM Acres within ACEC
. ACEC Wildlife Allocation Disturbance Cap
Allocation
No Action 0 22,200 0 NA
Preferred 22,000 22,000 0 0.1%
Alternative
1 0 22,200 0 0.1%
’ 0 0 0 NA
3 22,000 22,000 0 0.1%
4 22,000 22,000 0 0.1%

* Acreage values are for BLM managed lands




Alternatives:

Under Action Alternatives Preferred, 3, and 4 — The northern tip of this unit (approximately 250 acres) will
be removed from this ACEC designation and will be classified as part of a Development Focus Area. The
remaining portion of the ACEC will continue to exist and be managed for conservation proposes.
Additionally, the remaining portion of this is an existing ACEC overlaps the Freemont-Kramer ACEC. To
resolve this dual designation, these dually designated acres will be removed from Fremont-Kramer (the
designation of this ACEC would remain and the acres would still be for conservation purposes). This will
assist BLM is accurate reporting of number of acres in conservation status.

Alternative 1 — This existing ACEC would continue to be managed as it currently is, dual designations would
be removed.

Alternative 2— Approximately 18,700 acres of this ACEC will be removed from conservation status and
designated as Development Focus Areas, open for renewable energy development. The remaining
approximately 3,500 acres is dually designated with Freemont-Kramer. This ACEC designation would be
removed; the 3,500 acres would remain designated as Freemont-Kramer and would be managed for
conservation purposes.

No Action — this existing ACEC would continue to be managed as it currently is, and the dual designations
would remain.

Objectives (desired future conditions)/Allowable Uses/Management Actions | Resource

Objective: Soils exhibit functional biological and physical characteristics that Soil, water, air
are appropriate to soil type, climate, and land form.

Management Actions: Ensure soils to meet or exceed the Soil Standards as
indicated by ground or plant cover, diversity of plant species, minimal evidence
of accelerated wind and water erosion and the presence of biological soil
crusts where appropriate.

Objective: Protect the following special status plants by ensuring habitat is in a | Vegetation (incl. special
stable or improving condition to keep the species from becoming listed under status species)
the ESA.

Management Action: Protect and monitor populations of special status plant:
Barstow Woolly Sunflower (Eriophyllum mohavense)

Management Action: Eliminate exotic vegetation, especially invasive mustards
and Russian thistle

Objective: Protect and enhance habitat to maintain stable or increasing Fish and Wildlife (incl.
population trends of the desert tortoise to ensure persistence: special status species)
Management Action: Protect, conserve, and enhance Desert Tortoise
populations; Reduce collections, releases, loss, and vandalism of Desert
Tortoise.

Management Action: Install and maintain signs and increase law enforcement
presence. Complete perimeter fencing.




Objective: Reduce loss of Desert Tortoise from vehicle kills.
Management Action: Eliminate competitive OHV events on adjacent lands
from Mar. 1 to June 30.

Objective: Reduce loss of Desert Tortoise from firearms.
Management Action: Close area to all firearm use except for limited hunting of
upland game in the Rand Mts.

Objective: Promote hiking trails
Allowable Uses: Non-mechanized travel.

Management Action: Maintain nature trails and trail guides.
Restrict motorized and non-motorized vehicles to parking area & designated

route

Management Action: Increase information to public and LE patrols

Trails and Travel
Management

Objective: Promote contemplative recreation and educational activities.
Allowable Uses: Photography, picnicking, nature study and viewing. Closed to
firearms. Dogs prohibited except on a leash and in parking lot area.
Management Action: Maintain nature trails and trail guides.

Management Action: Increase information to public and LE patrols

Recreation

Objective: Protect intact desert tortoise critical habitat
Allowable Uses: No ROWs

Rights of Way

Objective: Consolidate habitat management
Management Action: Acquire inholdings from willing sellers

Land Tenure

For the acres that remain as ACEC designated, Not an allowable use.
Renewable energy development is not compatible with NLCS and ACEC unit
values and criteria

Geothermal: Area is closed to geothermal leasing and development

Renewable Energy

Objective: Protect intact desert tortoise critical habitat

Allowable Uses: No Mineral entry

Management Action: This area is currently starting the formal withdrawal
process. Earlier withdrawal expired in 2000, which is in need of renewal.

Locatable Minerals
Mineral Materials
Non-energy Leaseables




Desert Tortoise Research Natural Area Reduction

7

d

N/

I/

Western' Rand
Al i N
Mountains b |
1 AN
Reductiont [ A |
| ™) i |
«Western'Rand 4 |
I AR A s P |
Mountalnsf
AT ]

A DD | A Fremont“Kraimer
\ AN . } DWMA
. | | Frem(an't\—Krgmer
1 i¢( Reduction
D\es;:r{
Tprtgise
Natural’Area
Desert‘Tongi,se | / |
Rese%‘;chll:l(atural
Area Reduction
25 ACEC Layers Land Status GTLF L
[ IMiles : B f Land
” Preferred Alternative ACECs 5 Existing ACEC e Citics J;ﬁzg;ﬂeiﬁ — Interstate \ F’
[ JKilometers m Proposed ACEC OHV Areas State == US Hwy ‘\i
[T Proposed NLCS — 2 CDCA Boundary Il Other Federal
[ | Design Focus Areas DRECP Boundary [ | Military == CAHwy
Legislatively and ==

Legally Protected

[JBiM Field Office [ Private

=== County Hwy




Desert Tortoise Natural Area

N

Y .
Tortoise
Natural‘Ar

Frer}()n}-Kramer
\ P RWMA
\Dcscrt

\

Wes{em
lsand\
Mountains

IMiles Alternative 1 ACECs

JKilometers

AL

\4)

Y/

Date Printed: 5/29/2013
Prepared by BLM California State Office

ACEC Layers

KX Existing ACEC ® Cities

m Proposed ACEC OHV Areas

[T Proposed NLCS [ _5 cDCA Boundary

B Design Focus Areas DRECP Boundary
Legislatively and ] BLM Field Office

Legally Protected

Land Status
Bureau of Land
Management
State

Il Other Federal
I Milicary
I:l Private

GTLF

— Interstate
== US Hwy
=== CA Hwy

=== County Hwy




Desert Tortoise Natural Area

T L% {
d N\ N
; Wesiern y |
L SRand. N ) 4N
T Ay | |
Mountains | : NP
( d |
N ~ P al
y N l N ‘ | ] 1 {2 |
E ! / & | ) z
, . X
2 |
" "
¥ |
\\ L SNANT | D¢
o N J X1 [
— / o L N {1 \ L ;
ol NN g\ :
~ - o =
A e N
B ~ Fremont-Kramer,
DWMA'
Natural'Area
4
]
a2
V. -
- 9
el
]
3 ACEC Layers Land Status GTLF L
[ IMiles . B f Land N
: Alternative 2 ACECs EXJ Existing ACEC ® Citics J;;g;;ne;? — Interstate \ }
[ JKilometers m Proposed ACEC OHV Areas State == US Hwy = \F;’
N [T Proposed NLCS [ _5 cDCA Boundary Il Other Federal
5}{% - Design Focus Areas DRECP Boundary - Military == CAHwy
N Legislatively and D BLM Field Office [ private === County Hwy < T

Legally Protected




Desert Tortoise Research Natural Area Reduction

p 4 ) i |
A"- \ l | I 3¢ |
y o ' r *
' ML | i
\ ’We§t¢rp;l}§and | M|
‘4 | Mountains’] Byl
) 1A f N
(| |
| ] ! N
| 1 | 11 1 x f ) f ] ! 21
A | | |
| | 1 |1 } |
1 ! ‘ A | )
{ (| ) 1 9
| | | | A 1 |
N L |
| ] | d r
| ) | ‘ | P ; '
[ | |
1 | AN NGNS
d | L
| AU | P4 Fremont-Kramer.
\ SANAN A | DWMA
| v
1
ey
Tprtgise
NattralfArea
e '
25 ACEC Layers Land Status GTLF L
[ IMiles : B f Land
» Alternative 3 ACECs EXJ Existing ACEC ® Citics J;;g;;ne;? — Interstate \ ‘J
[ JKilometers \ﬁ m Proposed ACEC OHYV Areas State == US Hwy \‘{
N j Date Printed: 5/29/2013 [T Proposed NLCS [ 73 CDCA Boundary Il Other Federal
:‘:‘Q{% e Prepared by BLM California State Office [ | Design Focus Areas DRECP Boundary [ ] Military == CAHwy
N Legislatively and D BLM Field Office [ private === County Hwy T

Legally Protected




Desert Tortoise Research Natural Area Reduction

N7 \ ‘
v /| X ‘ <]
v“’ : ; LAJ |
{ B | ) , | by
Jawbone/Butterbredt ; ¢ Western:Rand &b g (
; MMountains’] S I T
| 02070 6D
1 i ' N [
1 | J | | N (] | 1 ),
¢ X1 | BN I3
\\\ (XD f Wi L
il PR ‘ 7 A ! |
ASwav P4 ' AU
S Gl d X -
A X K |s | Al N
- l A N | | ([ |
| | 3 f
] 1 ! | it NG| I
| 7 L4 ) P Fremont Kramer:
N DWMA
]
ey
Tprtgise
Natural’Area
25 ACEC Layers Land Status GTLF L
( IMiles . B f Land N
» Alternative 4 ACECs EXJ Existing ACEC ® Citics J;;;;;ne;? — Interstate \ }
[ JKilometers m Proposed ACEC OHV Areas State == S Hwy = \F;’
N [T Proposed NLCS [ _5 cDCA Boundary Il Other Federal
52‘6:% [ | Design Focus Areas DRECP Boundary [ ] Military == CAHwy
P Legislatively and D BLM Field Office [ private === County Hwy 5 T

Legally Protected




Desert Tortoise Natural Area

: 7
Butterbredty 1™\

"‘ / L"ll..Q. ‘V“-.-
o J T ol

7

& \ S b

Frer}()n}-Kramer
\ [ RWMA
D\eser£
Tortoise
Natural\Are\

Wes{ern
Eand\
Mountains

s
\ |
\ . 4
\\E AN
s
ACEC Layers Land Status GTLF L
‘ IMiles . . . Bureau of Land . I
N 0 ACtIOﬂ AC ECE & Existing ACEC ¢ Ciries Management — Interstate \\ r;
[ JKilometers ' |."_-.' CDCA Boundary State == US Hwy \{
N Date Printed: 5/29/2013 FZ1 OHV Areas Il Other Federal
QA Prepared by BLM California State Office DRECP Boundary gy i1 == CA Hwy
vy, - _—
¥ Legislatively and D BLM Field Office [ Private === County Hwy 5 -

Legally Protected



afesnock
Typewritten Text
No Action ACECs




