Short Canyon

Description/Location: Eastern slope of the southern Sierras, 20 minutes northwest of Ridgecrest. Most of
this ACEC lies within the Owens Peak Wilderness.

Description of National Significance:

Ecological: The area provides habitat for numerous special status plant species Charlotte’s phacelia and
Mojave tarplant. These species and a broad array of additional species provide some of the most prolific
and consistent wildflower blooms in the California Desert. Every spring, the Ridgecrest Wildflower Festival
conducts field trips to these canyons taking visitors from across the country and abroad to these Sierra
Canyons. The area also contains excellent habitat for the federally and state threatened desert tortoise.

Special Designations/Management Plan/Date: ACEC #81/1990

Relevance and Importance Criteria: Relevant biological resources. Rich botanical resources, unusual
vegetation and diverse flora. Wildlife of special management concern includes Mohave ground squirrel,
Golden eagle and Prairie falcon. Unusual riparian plant assemblages occur that are rare in the desert
environment.

Goals: To protect and enhance the ecosystem and provide compatible recreational opportunities while
prompting nature studies and providing interpretive aids.

For NLCS Lands: Where this ruleset differs from the plan-wide NLCS rulesets, the more restrictive rules will
apply.

Designation and Acreage by Alternative:

Alternative wifl'l;i'\r:l AAéEisoorf\;\\I/Ii-l(c:jlsife BLM Acres within BLM Acres within ACEC
. ACEC Wildlife Allocation Disturbance Cap
Allocation
No Action 0 800 0 NA
Preferred 100 800 0 1%
Alternative
1 100 800 0 1%
) 800** 800 0 1%
3 100 800 0 1%
4 100 800 0 1%

* Acreage values are for BLM managed lands
**Includes overlap of existing designated Wilderness

Alternatives:
All Alternatives — this existing ACEC would continue to be managed as it currently is.




Objectives (desired future conditions)/Allowable Uses/Management Actions

Resource

Objective: Protect the quality and quantity of in-stream flow of the perennial
stream

Management Action: Build fences to exclude cattle from riparian area
Provide alternative water source for cattle

Soil, water, air

Objective: Protect the following special status plants by ensuring habitat is in a
stable or improving condition to keep the species from becoming listed under
the ESA.

Management Actions: Protect and monitor populations of special status plants

Charlotte’s phacelia (Phacelia nashiana)
Mojave tarplant (Deinandra mohavensis)

Prohibit collection of plants except by permit
Rehabilitate/revegetate disturbed area

Management Action: Protect natural communities listed as rare by the state.

Vegetation (incl. special
status species)

Objective: Protect and enhance habitat to maintain stable or increasing
population trends of special status species to ensure persistence

Management Action: Designate Species below as priority species for
management and protection.

Desert Tortoise (Gopherus agassizii) Federally and State threatened

Mohave ground squirrel (Spermophilus mohavensis) State threatened
Yellow-eared pocket mouse ( Perognathus xanthonotus) BLM sensitive
Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos ) BLM sensitive, Bald and Golden Eagle P. Act

Fish and Wildlife (incl.
special status species)

Objective: Limit vehicles to open designated routes and prevent user-created
routes from developing.

Allowable Uses: Motorized, non-motorized, Non-mechanized,
Management Actions: Sign designated routes routinely

Rehabilitate unauthorized vehicle play areas and hill climbs, particularly where
off-route vehicle use is creating problems for wildlife and visual resources.

Avoid designating routes in high value streams and riparian areas. Where
routes need to cross streams and riparian areas, they will be managed
appropriately to minimize impacts.

Avoid designating routes where they are not sustainable, i.e., on steep, loose
sandy and/or gravelly slopes. Attempt to re-route routes so they switch back
down slopes instead of plummeting straight down.

Trails and Travel
Management




Use minimization criteria for designating routes in Mohave ground squirrel and
Desert tortoise habitat.

Increase information to public and LE patrols

For complete description, see Eastern Sierra SRMA

Objective: Provide dispersed opportunities for enjoyment of the ACEC
attributes. Protect sensitive riparian resources (i.e. nesting birds) and people
from the risk of fire and accidental shooting

Allowable Uses: All forms of recreational use are allowed including but not
limited to dispersed camping, hunting, photography, picnicking, climbing, rock
hounding, astronomy/ star gazing, nature study and viewing as long as these
activities due not degrade the relevant and important values that the ACEC is
being established for.

Management Action: Increase information to public and LE patrols, maintain
signs, vehicle barriers and kiosks, and work with volunteers to clean-up parking
and camping areas on a regular basis.

Impose seasonal restrictions on target shooting in sensitive riparian areas and
where large numbers of people congregate to park or camp.

Management Actions: Increase LE ranger patrols to enforce compliance with
fire restrictions, camping limits, and vehicle use on the designated route
system.

Management Action: Designate certain areas for camping to remove impacts

Recreation

Objective: Provide for existing ROWs while protecting the sensitive resources.

Management Actions: New proposals will need to be analyzed at on a case-by-
case basis and cumulatively, to assess whether they can be accommodated
within the area and its management goals.

Rights of Way

Objective: Consolidate habitat management

Management Action: Acquire inholdings from willing sellers

Land Tenure

Not an allowable use. Renewable energy development is not compatible with
NLCS and ACEC unit values and criteria

Geothermal: Area is closed to geothermal leasing and development

Renewable Energy

Objective: Support the national need for reliable and sustainable domestic
minerals while protecting the sensitive riparian and other resources in the
area.

Management Actions: New proposals will need to be analyzed at on a case-by-
case basis and cumulatively, to assess whether they can be accommodated
within the ACEC and its management goals

Locatable Minerals
Mineral Materials
Non-energy Leaseables
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