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Southern Subregion
WILDLAND FIRE MANAGEMENT PLAN

TABLE OF CONTENTS

0.0 Introduction
0.1 Fire Management Program
0.2 Long-Term Strategic Fire Protection Plan
0.3 Short-Term Tactical Fire Suppression Plan
0.4 Prescribed Fire Program
0.5 Research and Monitoring Criteria

Part I – Fire Management Program

1.0 The Planning Context
1.1 Land Management Goals
1.2 Keys to Fire Management
1.3 Management Objectives
1.4 Preparing Management Plans and Models

1.4.1 Identifying Uncertainties and Knowledge Gaps in Management
Plans

1.5 Site description
1.5.1 Location
1.5.2 Maps of Land Use Classifications

1.5.2.1 Land Uses
1.5.2.2 Land Ownership

1.5.3 Maps of Various Natural Resources
1.5.3.1 Topography and Soils
1.5.3.2 Hydrology Climate
1.5.3.3 Vegetation

1.5.3.3.1 Non-native grasslands
1.5.3.3.2 Diegan Sage Scrub
1.5.3.3.3 Chaparral
1.5.3.3.4 Riparian
1.5.3.3.5 Oak Woodland

1.5.3.4 Wildlife
1.5.3.5 Cultural Environment

1.5.3.5.1 Pre-Settlement
1.5.3.5.2 Settlement



DRAFT NCCP/MSAA/HCP

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Appendix N - Wildland Fire Management Plan ToC-2 July 2006

1.5.3.5.3 Recent Land Use
1.6 Natural and Historic Role of FIRE

1.6.1 Natural Fire
1.6.2 Historical Uses of Fire

1.7 The Fire Environment
1.7.1 Fire Weather
1.7.2 Fire History (Maps 1-9A – 1-9K)

1.8 Fuels
1.9 Fire Effects

1.9.1 Plant Community Response to Fire
1.9.1.1 Coastal Sage Scrub
1.9.1.2 Grasslands
1.9.1.3 Oak Woodland
1.9.1.4 Riparian

1.9.2 Wildlife Response To Fire

Part II – Long-Term Strategic Wildland Fire Protection Plan

2.0 The Long-Term Strategic Wildland Fire Protection Plan
Introduction

2.1 The Role of Fire in the Lands of Orange County
2.2 The Threat of Wildfire to the Wildland Urban

Interface (WUI) or Intermix
2.2.1 Structure Ignition Sources

2.2.1.1 Radiation
2.2.1.2 Convection

2.3 Fire Management Compartments (FMC’s) and Fire
Management Units (FMC’s)

2.3.1 Fire Management Compartments (FMC’s)
2.3.2 Fire Management Units (FMU’s)

2.4 Fuel Treatment to Protect Life and Property
2.4.1 Recommended FMU’s In Need of Fuel

Treatment to Protect Life and Property in
New Proposed Developments
2.4.1.1 Rancho Mission Viejo
2.4.1.2 Fuel treatment Options to Protect

Life and Property
2.4.1.3 Fuel Modification Zones by FMU
2.4.1.4 Fuel Modification Zone A
2.4.1.5 Fuel Modification Zone B



DRAFT NCCP/MSAA/HCP

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Appendix N - Wildland Fire Management Plan ToC-3 July 2006

2.4.1.6 Fuel Modification Zone C
2.4.1.7 Required Building Setbacks

from Edge of Slopes
2.4.1.8 Fire Resistant Structure Requirements For Specific

Perimeter Structures
2.4.2 Jurisdictions outside the Rancho Mission

Viejo Planning Area in the Southern
Subregion

2.5 Fuel Treatment to Protect Biological, Cultural and
Historic Resource values

2.5.1 Recommended FMU’s In Need of Fuel
Treatment to Protect Biological Values
2.5.1.1 Rancho Mission Viejo
2.5.1.2 Sensitive Species
2.5.1.3 Historically Sensitive Areas
2.5.1.4 Culturally Sensitive Areas

2.5.2 Fuel Treatment to Protect Biological,
Cultural and Historic Resource Values
in the Southern Subregion Outside of
the RMV Lands

2.6 Fuel Models
2.6.1 Fuel Model Classifications

2.6.1.1 The National Fire-Danger
Rating System (NFDRS)

2.6.2 Aids to Determining Fuel Models for
Estimating Fire Behavior

2.6.3 Expected Fire Behavior Projections
By Various fuel Models
2.6.3.1 Grass Group Fuel Models
2.6.3.2 Shrub Group Fuel Models
2.6.3.3 Tree group Fuel Models
2.6.3.4 Additional fire Behavior

Influence of a 20 MPH wind Speed
2.6.3.5 Grass Group
2.6.3.6 Shrub Group
2.6.3.7 Tree Group
2.6.3.8 Additional Fire Behavior

Influence of a 60 MPH Wind speed
2.6.3.9 Grass Group
2.6.3.10 Shrub Group



DRAFT NCCP/MSAA/HCP

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Appendix N - Wildland Fire Management Plan ToC-4 July 2006

2.6.3.11 Tree Group
2.6.4 Fire Suppression Capability Interpretation

Based on Flame Lengths and fire Intensity

Part III – Short-Term Tactical Fire Suppression Plan

3.0 Background
3.1 Preparation of the Fire Management Plan
3.2 Structure of the Plan

3.2.1 How Part IV is Developed
3.3 Fire Suppression Policies For Biologically

Sensitive Areas
3.3.1 Bulldozer Policy
3.3.2 New Fire Roads Policy
3.3.3 Backfiring Policy
3.3.4 Ground Tactical Units Policy
3.3.5 Off-Road Policy
3.3.6 Grading Techniques and Erosion

Control Policy
3.3.7 Water Saturation as Mop-up

Technique Policy
3.3.8 Fire Prevention Techniques Policy

3.4 Elements of the Tactical Fire Suppression Plan
3.4.1 Intent
3.4.2 Delineation of Fire Management

Compartments and Fire Management Units
3.4.3 Habitat Reserve Ratings/Tactical Operation

Modes/Fire Suppression Guidelines
3.4.3.1 Aggressive (Tactical Operations

Mode “Direct Attack”)
3.4.3.2 Standard (Tactical Operations

Mode “Combination Attack”
3.4.3.3 Modified (Tactical Operations

Mode “Indirect Attack”)
3.4.4 Habitat Reserve Rating Form
3.4.5 Fire Response Procedures

3.4.5.1 Notification
3.4.5.2 Initial Attack Response



DRAFT NCCP/MSAA/HCP

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Appendix N - Wildland Fire Management Plan ToC-5 July 2006

3.5 Resource Advisor (Lead Resource Advisor Role)
3.5.1 Notification and Coordination of Other

Designated Resource Advisors
3.5.2 Lead Resource Advisor Response

3.6 Post-Fire Evaluation
3.7 Training Sessions
3.8 Review and Approval
3.9 Post Fire Reporting
3.10 Tactical Fire Suppression Plan Maintenance

3.10.1 FMC/FMU Mapping Maintenance
3.10.2 Habitat Reserve (HR) Rating Form

Maintenance
3.10.3 Resource Sensitive Areas Mapping

3.11 Tactical Fire Suppression Interagency
Coordination and Training
3.11.1 OCFA Battalion Chief Training Sessions
3.11.2 Coordination with Other Wildland Fire

Agencies
3.11.3 Habitat Reserve Land Managers

Part IV – Prescribed Fire Program

4.0 Prescribed Fire Program
4.1 Justification
4.2 Prescribed Fire Program Structure

4.2.1 CSS Management (A) Sites
4.2.2 Native Grassland Management (B) Sites
4.2.3 Chaparral/Shrub Management (C) Sites
4.2.4 Oak Woodland (D) Sites
4.2.5 Protection of Life and Property (E) Sites

4.3 Prescribed Fire
4.3.1 Natural (Unplanned) Fire
4.3.2 Managed (Planned) Ignitions

4.4 Prescribed Fire Prescription Matrix
4.5 Prescribed Fire Planning Model
4.6 Pre-Burn Planning Process and Checklists

Part V – Fire Ecology Research and Monitoring

5.0 General



DRAFT NCCP/MSAA/HCP

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Appendix N - Wildland Fire Management Plan ToC-6 July 2006

5.1 Relationship of the Wildland Fire Management
Plan to a Stressor Based Adaptive Management
Program

5.2 Monitoring to Test Hypotheses

APPENDICES:

FIREWISE Landscape Planting Considerations,
Recommended & Not-Recommended Plant List N-A

Invasive Plant & Weed List N-B

Fire Behavior Calculations N-C

Glossary N-D

Chino Hills State Park Fire Prevention & Fire
Management Plan N-E

Literature Cited N-F


