
OR 

Federal Action Permit, Fund or License 
(Federal Nexus – Federal Funds, Federal Permits, Federal Actions) 

Action agency request or prepares species list 

Major Construction Activity? 

Informal Consultation Process under the Endangered Species Act 

Service prepares list or concurs 
with list prepared by Federal 
Agency 

USFWS Blanket Letters (4) 
No Adverse Action  
Effect Criteria 

Species/Critical Habitat 
Present? 

30 Calendar Days for Service to respond 

Yes  No 

 No 
Consultation Ends Species/Critical 

Habitat Present 

Expedited Process 

Service prepares list or concurs 
with list prepared by Federal 
Agency 

Certification is 
granted. No 

further action 
required 

Yes 

 No 

 No 

Biological Assessment 
(180 days for action 
agency to complete) 

30 Calendar Days for Service to respond 

Likely to adversely affect 
species or critical habitat? 

Formal 
Consultation 

Required 

Written Service Concurrence Informal Consultation Ends 

*Reinitiate consultation under Section 7 of ESA if the project is modified or if 
information on impacts to listed species becomes available. 

May affect species or critical habitat 

Yes 
Yes 

 Optional 

No further 
action is 
required 

Yes 

 No 

Yes 

Biological Evaluation is suggested. Discussions 
between parties to incorporate conservation 
measures resulting in “no effect” determination 

 No 

Yes 


