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Introduction

The Bird Point Count Database (3pCD) was designed to support the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (FWS) data management needs of the National Wildlife Refuges and Wetland
Management Districts (e.g., land units). The database stores land bird survey data, provides basic
report functions, and permits the public to explore the data. While the database provides an
efficient method for data storage, sharing, and basic reporting, it will still be the responsibility of
the land unit’s biologist and/or other staff to analyze and effectively use the data to support their
land unit’s management decisions. This need can be met through the use of standard online
reports generated by the database or custom analysis of data downloaded to suit specific land unit
needs.

The User Guide

This user guide was developed for FWS employees, to help them enter and edit their land bird
survey data. As result, it is not designed to document the explore functions, used by the general
public.

Text Formats

This document uses a series of specialized text styles, characters, and symbols to identify specific
types of information. Below is a summary of the styles.

Bold Text = Notable word or phrase.
Numbers (D) are used to identify specific items in a figure.
Blue arrow graphics ([»]) are hotlinks to other sections in this document (in the .pdf file).

Bold, Italic, Underlined, and Blue Text are hypertext links to specific Web pages.

Bold and Italic Text is used to identify individuals with login/password access to the BPCD.

Bold and Underlined Text are references to data the user enters, or sections within the
BPCD. These references are not hypertext links.

The red arrow graphics (44) identify required data entry fields.

Bold, Italic, and Red Text is used to identify FWS standardization recommendations and/or
requirements.
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ltalic, Underlined, and Brown Text identifies miscellaneous help information users may want
to consider when performing a particular task. They include warnings about potential
errors or database conflicts/irregularities.

Web Site Basics

Wet Site Structure

The BPCD Web site is organized into

three main sections; explore (Figure 1, A repository for bird point count data
. collected anywhere in North America
(D), my point counts ((2)), and about

(©)}

The public has access to the data query
(explore) and Web site information

(D) 2003 Ariane Riplay

i o
+My Point Counts ** - About

CEKElDrE ._

1 1 1 7 +Search by state +Bird surveys = About this site
(M) Sectlons. LOgln access 18 requlred «Search by BCR +Points «What is a point count?

+More... +Point groupings +Registration

to access the data entry, management, and
reporting functions (my point count).

~Dbservers +Help System
+Species lists +Contact us

® @ ®

-l SiA-in Requires,

Figure 1. The three sections of the BPCD Web site, as shown
on the BPCD home page.

The BPCD home page contains two types
of Web links; links to commonly used A repository for bird_pfﬂnt count data
functions (Figure 2, (1) and links to Web pollecind arvpor I NOWR AN

pages that contain complete lists of

(D) 2002 Ariane Riplay

available functions ().
+Explore ( 2 ) +My Point Counts +About ‘_
— - = i B
(- Search by state +Bird surveys = About this site
«Search by BCR «Points «What is a point count?
+More... +Point groupings +Registration
~Observers +Help System
+Species lists «Contact us
—

il SiJ11-in Requires

Figure 2. Links to the three sections, available on the BPCD
home page.
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Web Page Sections

The BPCD uses a standardized
template for its Web pages. All
pages contain three main sections;
a header (Figure 3, (D)), a body
(2)), and a section for credits,

contact information, and
disclaimers ((3)).

The display in the credits section
((®) rarely change as the user
navigates between one Web page
and another. As result, most of
the graphics in this document will
not include displays of the credits
sections.

The headers (D) will change
between Web pages. The headers
are used to (a) display the current
login status of the user, (») the

;:;": %Ulle§QWLDLIFE RESEARCH CENTER
] 2
o Dird gomt
coun ATABASE Virtual Line

Sign-in

Username:

A repository for bird point count data
collected anywhere in North America

@

Password:

l— |98 signin

[T Remember me!

©)2003 ariens Riiey

Eorgot password

In Repository

-Explore l - My Point Counts “*  «About t
T i o3 States vith data 18
«Search by state =« Bird surveys = About this site Lznd Units 156
+Search by BCR +Points +What is a point count?
~More... = Point groupings ~Reaqistration Boints i
- 0Observers ~Help System Bird survevs ~52K
=« Species lists =+Contact us

il SIgn-in Required

Bird Point Count Database, version 2.0, http://wwwe.pwrc.usgs.gov/ point [
U.S. Department of the Interior, U.5. Geological Survey @ Virtual Line

Patuxent wildlife Research Center | Disclsimer | Contact Us

Figure 3. The BPCD home page.

current location of the user in the Web site, and (c) provide links to commonly used functions.
Outside of the introduction section of this document, most of the graphics will not contain

elements from the page headers.

Web Page Headers

When the (a) general public, (») an individual with Observer Only access, or (c) a registered user
who has not logged in access a BPCD that is not the home page, the header section will appear
similar to Figure 4. The login status of the user is displayed on the right-hand side of the header

section (D).
USGS

PATUXENT WILDLIFE RESEARCH CENTER

bird go*mt

COULITDATABASE trf

Explore § About$

A repasitory for bind point count data collected anywhere in North America

Figure 4. The Web page header section, public access display.
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Individuals who have logged into the BPCD will see a header display similar to Figure 5. The
name of the land unit is displayed ((1)) along with the name of the user ((2)).

=~

PATUXENT WILDLIFE RESEARCH CENTER
X X
bird Bomt
coun ATABASE 1.1

& repasilery for bird point count data cellected anywhere in North America

[_Hello CarolLowenberg3246 || Profile | Sign-Out

Explore § My Point Counts [] About & @-)Fauﬁ;ﬁ:tianq:_mﬁﬁrgae;t

{change Land Unit

Figure 5. The Web page header section, login user display.

No matter where the user is in the BPCD Web site, links to the three main sections are always
available (Figure 6, (D). The headers also contain the name of each Web page and the page’s
location in the BPCD site map ((2)). Links to commonly used functions are available ((3)), as
well as quick links to BPCD home page, help section, and a feedback form ((4).

USGS <

TUXENT WILDLIFE RESEARCH CENTER

X R
bird Romt
COULTIIDATABASE arsir

A repasilory for bird paint count data collected anywhere in North America

P,

=

Helle CarolLowenberg5246 | Profile | Sign-Out

E}mlore H My Point Counts [7] Ahout—,&tl @ Faux Wetland NWR (test

land unit - not real)

(change Land Unit}

I

Bird Surveys Vegetation Surveys Points Point Groupings Observers Species Lists I@
! i Sl

@D~ » ©
Home Feedback Help

You are here: Home/My Point Counts /Bird Surveys
Bird Surveys 4—‘\( 2)

Figure 6. The Web page header section, login user display.
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Accessing the System

Logging In

The BPCD login site is located on the right-hand
side of the home page, next to the about menu

(Figure 7, D).

Users enter their login name and password into

the sign-in boxes ((1), then press the sign-in
button ([58 siemin).

If an person attempts to access the my point
count functions before they login, a sign-in Web
page is displayed (Figure 8, (D).

Forgotten Passwords

Users that have forgotten their password can use
the password retrieval application to retrieve it.
The links to this function are on both the home
page (Figure 7, 2)) and the sign-in page

(Figure 8, 2)).

Username:

Pa_ss_wo_‘r_ d :

Sign-in

@

In Repository

Foroot password

States with data

@D

User Name: | @ signin

Password: |

| O remember

"

Forgot Passwurd?] %@

Figure 8. The sign-in Web page.

When activated, the password retrieval You are here: Home/Password Retrieval
function asks the user to enter their Password Retrieval

username or Email address (Figure 9, (D).

Note: The password retrieval function

Email address. If multiple users share the

same Email address or have edited their user names so they are no longer unique, the system has

Enter your username OR e-mail address:

D & =]

expects only one user per username or Figure 9. The password retrieval function.

difficulties distinguishing between users.
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User Profiles

The user profile is used to () record background
information on each registered BPCD observer, and (»)
manage login names and passwords.

Registered users with a security access levels of Data
Entry, Data Manage, or Responsible Party, have the
ability to access and update their user profile. The link to
user profile is located on the right-hand side of a Web
page’s header section, next to the user’s login name

Hello CarolLowenberg5246 Sign-Out
Upper Mississippi River
NWFR - La Crosse District
(change Land Unit

Figure 10. Locating the user profile link.

(Figure 10, (D).

The user profile contains contact
information (Figure 11, (D), login
information ((2)), the name of the
land unit(s) the user has access to
((®). The user’s access level for
each land unit is also displayed

(@).

Each user has the ability to edit
their contact information and
password. Only an individual
with a security access level of
Regional Coordinator, Data
Manage or Responsible Party
have the ability to change a user’s

A ( = here: Home/User Profile

'L_Jser Profile

First Name:« M.Initial: Last Name:«
Carol Lowenberg

Email:4

o
" Home Feedback Help
4= required fislds

®

e

Icluwenberg@usgs‘guv

Login Information:
User Name:«

|Carn|anenbergEz4E

Password:# Re-type Password:

CarclLowenberg5246 has access to these areas:

Land Unit... ... As (Security Level)

]®

Responsible Party
@ save ® Cancel

Data Manage

Faux Wetland NWR (test land unit - not real) @
Upper Mississippi River NWFR - La Crosse District

Figure 11. Updating your user profile (inc. password).

security level or modify which land unit(s) the user has access to. Background information on
how to perform the second set of changes are documented in the observer’s section ([»], page 30).

Changing Passwords

Registered users that have security access
levels of Data Entry, Data Manage, or
Responsible Party, have the ability to change

their passwords.

The default passwords created by the BPCD
contain the user’s initials and the number code
from their login name (Figure 12, (D).

You are here: Home/User Profile

User Profile

First Name:44 M_Initial: Last Name:

ICaroI

ILowenberg

Email:+

|cIoWerﬂ::ert_:j@:lusgs.gm-r

Login Information:
User Name:#

e
|CaroILowenberdS245 Q_)
Password:+{ Re-type Pass d:+
IIIII..... I..Illl... @

Figure 12. Updating your login password.
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Since everyone’s User Name is displayed in the header section of the Web site, individuals
familiar with the BPCD Web site can figure out a person’s password if they can see other user’s

computer screen.

Passwords are changed by entering a new password into the password boxes ((2)) then
activating the save button (@ s |).

Changing Land Units

If a user has access to more than one land unit, the Web
page header will contain an option to change land units

(Figure 13, D)

Hello CarolLowenberg3246 | Profile | Sign-COut

Faux Wetland NWR (test

[change Land Unit

Figure 13. Locating the user profile link.

When activated, the change land unit link will

Hello CarolLowenberg5246 | Profile | Sign-Out

open a pop-up window containing a list of Upper Mississippi River
available land units (Figure 14, (D). The new NWFR - La %’0559 '?tTS'S-
land unit is selected, then the close button hemg psd' :’;it-,

. . g—
) 18 actlvated. g iver NWFR - La Crosse Dist. {(temp si |

Faux Wetland NWR (test land unit - not real)

s ®

Login Difficulties

Sometimes difficulties have occurred when a land  Figure 14. Changing land units.

user attempts to login, using a valid user name

and password. A couple of items can cause these problems, most notably a non-unique login
user name or the need to refresh your computer after logging out.

If a person updates their user profile and changes their username to a non-unique name, their
login password could get confused with another user’s password. Whichever person updates
their user profile last will be in charge of the active password for that name. If this type of
problem arises, contact your Regional Coordinator.

Sometimes if a user logs out of the system then attempts to reenter again, the system will not
accept their login name and password. When this happens the system needs to be refreshed.
This is accomplished using one of two methods; (1) rebooting the computer, or (2) refreshing the
Web browser.
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If the Web browser is Windows Explorer, this is Internet Options
accomplished by using the internet options
function located in the tools menu.

Internet options contains a function used to delete
temporary files, cookies, and saved passwords

(Figure 15, @) If thls function iS used to Clear the [ Use current ] [ Use default ] [ Use blank ]
browsing history, most users are then able to log Browsing history
. T Delete temporary files, history, cookies, saved passwords,
mnto the BPCD IW'"L,-I and web form information,
[ Delete. .. ] [ Settings ]
Search
;:} Change search defaults.
Tabs
| gfgge how webpages are displayed in
Appearance
Colors ] [ Languages ] [ Fonts ] [ Accessibility ]

L OK H Cancel ]

Figure 15. Internet options associated with the
Microsoft Explorer Web browser.

Requesting Access to an Existing Land Unit

If a user knows someone at the land unit, they can contact that person to see who the Responsible
Party or Data Manage contacts are. Individuals with this level of access can modify the land
unit’s list of observers.

The name of the land unit’s
Responsible Party contact can A repository for bird point count data
also be found in the BPCD, using collected anywhere in North America

the explore (i.e., public access) pages
(Figure 12, (D).

(©)2003 Ariene Riplay

- Explore @_l -My Point Counts - About ‘_
TEdRs R || = -@-

-Search by state «Bird surveys +About this site
+Search by BCR % +Points +What is a point count?
~More... ~Point groupings ~Reqgistration
+Observers +Help System
+Species lists +Contact us

= Sign-in Required

Figure 12. Locating the explore function search by state.
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The search by state function (Figure 12, (D), will
open a page containing a list of available states
and provinces (Figure 13, (D).

The names of the states or provinces are links to
land units associated with each area ((2)). Links
to the other search options are also available

(O)}

You are hera: Home/Explora /Search by Geography

Search by Geography

Total with data: 48 @ @
Currently selected
Switch view to:|States| BCR| FWS| PIF

#
Area Land -
Units FOINts
Alabama 1 2
Alaska 66

1

American Samoa 1
Arkansas @ 4 538
California 3 632

5

Colorado

Figure 13. Geographic search by state.

If a state or pr0V1nce were Selected You are here: Home/Explore /Search by Geography /Custom Search
. - Custom Search &
(Figure 13, (2)), a listing of o2 %
available land units in that state Filtered on: hases e
(Figure 14, (D) are displayed snig e e @® [ —r—
. . Years: ALL

(@)' The IISt Contalns 2 matches found
background information On the LandUnit State Points Surveys Type Download

. . Bombay Hook NWR @ Delaware 68 552 MNat'l wildlife Refuge ¥
l’lul’l’lber Of aVallable land blrd Prime Hook NWR Delaware 63 303 Nat'l wildlife Refuge ¥
surveys and survey sites delle = e

(i.e., points). The names of the land
units are Web links that will open
the land unit’s description page
(Figure 15).

Figure 14. Locating available land units.

One of the items contained in the land unit
description is the name of the Responsible
Party (D). That person’s name is also an
Email link which can be used to contact them.

An Email message to the Responsible Party
needs to contain () the requester’s first and
last name, (») their Email address, and (c)
information on why the person wants access to
the land unit (this is used to determine the user’s

access level).

¥ou are here: Home/Explore /Land Unit Description

Land Unit Description

Name: Bombay Hook NWR

Type: National Wildlife Refuge

State:

Survey sites: 68

BCR: New England/Mid-Atlantic Coast

PIF Physiogr. Reg.: Mid Atlantic Coastal Plain
Survey Years: 1994-2007

Contact: Ray Brown

More: Inventory | List of Points with Coodinates

Figure 15. Locating a land unit’s Responsible Party

Background information on security access
levels and login rights are listed in observer’s
section of this document (w], page 30).

contact.
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Establishing a New Land Unit

If a land unit’s name is not listed in The explore section, then perhaps a profile has not been
created for the land unit. An individual associated with the land unit will need to follow the
procedures listed below, to get their land unit added to the BPCD. A check-off list containing
these procedures is also available, titled setting up a new land unit (»], page 58).

1. Decide who will be the land unit’s Responsible Party.
This decision is usually made by the manager of the land unit (a refuge manager, district
manager, or project leader). 'The Responsible Party is expected to oversee the bird point
count projects at the land unit. This person will also coordinate login access to the
land unit’s data, as well as assigning security levels to observers. A complete listing
of the duties performed by the Responsible Party is available in the Observers
section, underneath available security levels (»], page 30).

2. Send an Email to the land unit’s BPCD Regional Coordinator.
Either the land unit's Manager (e.g., refuge manager, district manager, or project leader) Ot the
Responsible Party needs to send the Email message. The message needs to include;
a. The name of the land unit (e.g., National Wildlife Refuge, WMD).
b. The state(s) associated with the land unit.
C. The name of the land unit's Responsible Party (»], page 30). Be sure to include,
1. first name
1. middle initial
iii. last name
1v. email address

The Regional Coordinator will create an entry for the land unit in the BPCD, then enter basic
location and background information. The land unit’s Responsible Party will have the ability to
edit this information, should they choose to ([»], page 16).

My POlnt Counts Bird Surveys Vegetation Surveys Points Point Groupings Observers Species Lists
When registered USEIS (those with login access) My Point Counts
log into the BPCD, they are automatically
taken to the Web page titled my point counts piniiif g SR
(Figure 16). This is the site where the data BoRiE R S| AR} o Vet ]
entry, editing, and dovynloadmg fupctlons are e
located (D), along with the reporting tools W s
(@) and Responsible Pal’ty taSkS (@)' ;Zigﬁ?nce Within Year | Species Across Sites

I\ﬁ Responsible Party Tasks 2@

Study Design | Edit Land Unit Description

Figure 16. The my point counts Web page.
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Describing a Land Bird Survey Program

Before a land unit can enter their survey data they will need to enter background information on
how their land unit is implementing its bird survey program(s) (e.g., survey methods used, sites

surveyed, individuals who collect or process the data, and species lists).

Initially most of these tasks are accomplished by a land unit’s Responsible Party. However, as
additional observers are added to the BPCD, some of the tasks can be performed by individuals

with Data Manage access.

Study Designs and Land Unit Description

Before a land unit can enter their survey data, background information on how the surveys are
conducted is required. This is completed by entering one or more study designs.

An individual with Responsible Party access is required to enter or edit a study design.

Adding a Study Design

By default, when a new land unit
is added to the BPCD, the first
task the Responsible Party is
asked to perform is entering a
study design.

The BPCD automatically sends
the new Responsible Party

observer to the study design page.

A link to this function is also
available on the my point counts

page (Figure 17, (D).

Bird Surveys Vegetation Surveys Points Point Groupings Observers Species Lists

¥You are here: Home/My Point Counts

My Point Counts

Manage/ Enter Data

@ Bird Surveys | Points | Observers |
Species Lists | Survey Area Assignments | Download All Data|
Point Groupings: Survey routes | Habitat | Mgmt. units | Trestments |

Create Reports
Land Unit Description | Study Annual Report |

Species Inventory | Survey Effort | Abundance Among Years
Abundance Within Year | Species Across Sites
More...

&_ Responsible P Tasks
A R v Design and Unit Description

Figure 17. Locating the study design function on the my point counts
page.
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The study design page (Figure 18) You are here: Home/M Dumt.Cuunts /Study Design
contains summary information for Study Design & @ ©
any preViously entered Study Ehpepﬁggiggissesippi River NWFR - La Crosse District has 1 studies/methods in rome Feetima TR
designs (if any, (D) as well as an '
option to add a new study design @ +add new study design
(@) Halfway Creek Marsh - Upper Marsh Habitat Project

A

Field Value

Note: If one or more study designs | $94¥ (1) alfway Creek Marsh - Upper Marsh Habitat Project
have already been entered into the el el e e
BPCD, it is recommended you i D DT BT
review the list before adding b R
additional study designs. The s e el el e e et e

Responsible Party cannot delete
an entry once it has been saved. If
you accidently enter the same
study design twice (using different Study Names), you will need to contact the BPCD database
administrators to have the duplicate entry removed (use the Contact Us page). Only the Web
site’s database administrators can delete a Study Design.

Figure 18. Study Designs - Adding a new study design.

When activated, the add new study design link (Figure 18, (2)) will take the user to a study
design page (Figure 19).

You are here: Home/Study Design @
Study Design - A ©
Please! {updated: 07 Feb 2007) prior to completing this form. Home Feedback  Help

@ @ @ 4= reguired fields

Figure 19. Locating the study design worksheet and topic sections within the study design.

The Web form used to fill in the study design is broken into three subject sections; overview
information (study, (1)), background information on the sampling design and site selection
procedures (sampling, (2)), and field methods (field methods, 3)). For those who like to
organize their information before filling in the Web form, a link to a worksheet is also available
((@). The worksheet is a Word format file (.doc) that contains the same data fields as the Web
form. Users can fill out the worksheet then use their computer’s copy and paste functions to add
the information to the Web form.

WARNING!!!
Use the index tabs to navigate between sections in the Web form. Using the Web
browser’s back buttons will take the user out of the data entry mode and return them
to the overview page. When this happens, all unsaved information will be lost.
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Study - The study section is used
to describe the purpose of the
study, the year(s) of data
collection, and references to other
studies or procedures. The study
section contains two subsections,
the study name and study

description (Figure 20).

The study name text box (D) is a
mandatory data field (44).

Choose a name that is descriptive,
easy to recognize, and not too
long. The field accepts
approximately 60 characters.

Land units with one study design
will have the name of their study
design automatically added to the
Web forms for entering survey
data. When multiple study
designs are available, a list is
generated containing the available
study names. It is unknown if the
BPCD will truncate long study

names (which could make
differentiating between long names

difficult).

study n

A

i =.g. "Long-term monitoring” or "burn control study 2003"

Enter a brief name to describe new study : 4 :

Study Description:

ears for field work:
start: « __|end: —

URL for study description:
|htep:// @

if apolicable (please slso £l jn description)

Purpose details (optional):

®

Purpose:
Baseline inventory Al
Long-term trend monitoring |~ ||
Bird-habitat associations
Assess management effects ¥

400 chars. max.; no "double” quotes

@on guiding your study design (select one of three options):
@ No citation (E.g. pilot study)

O Select an existing citation

O Enter a citation
Year:

First author: Other authors:
4 (format: Smith, 1) | (format: A.Wilson, S. Baird, and B. Patch)

Citation:

+ (format: Distance counts for dummies. Auklet 15:112-140.)

Brief study description (details not covered elsewhere):
|brief study description

QDD char. max - use word processor to count!)

Sy
®

sl

@ Cancel ||@) Save

Figure 20. Study Designs - The study index tab.

The second mandatory field (44) is the start year ((2)). This information is used by the BPCD

to create data entry forms. Use 4-number characters to enter year values.

The third mandatory field (44) is the purpose field ((3)). All users must select at least one
purpose statement from the scrolling list. Multiple selections are accepted. These are made by
using the keyboard’s shift or control keys in combination with mouse.

Several optional data fields are also available. These are used to enter a Web link to information
about the land unit’s survey program ((4)), a free text field for adding additional purpose
information ((8)), and citing an existing program or document the land unit used when

developing their study design (().
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Sampling - The sampling tab

describes the procedures used to Sampling:
determine which sites get sampled,
Sampling Frame Type:« Sampling Frame details (optional):
and how often. [Unknown O |
. (scope / area coverad by study)
This section of the Web form Target Habltat (If applicable):
contains three mandatory data N
fields, the sampling frame type |_unknown ] @
(Figure 21, (D), pointsampling grasun | @
nKENnown g
(@)a and season (®) Survey frequency:

| Unknown V| @

Figure 21. Study Designs - The sampling tab’s data fields.

The sampling frame type (D) is a manditory field (44) Sampling Frame Type:«

used to describe area sampled. The extent of the sampling | >
frame is not restricted to the boundaries of the land unit. Single land unit, selected habitats
Available options are shown in Figure 22. Single land unit or refuge

Waterfowl Production Area
Wetland Management District

Next to this field is a free text field, which can be used to Watershed ,

. . . . . Multiple land units or refuges
describe the sampling frame in more detail. Approximately State or regional
120 characters can be entered into the text box. National

Figure 22. Sampling frame types.

The second mandatory data field (44) is the PointSampling P [

field (Figure 21, (2)). This field contains a list of commonly -

used site selection methods (Figure 23). Background Random :
information on the sampling methods is available in Knutson, e g(;"ljg). by hibitat)
et. al., 2007. Random along transect (irregular)

Systematic along transect
Convenience sampling

Figure 23. The PointSampling
options.

The third mandatory field (44) is the season field (Figure 21, [Season:«

(3). This field is used to identify the time(s) of year - b
sampling takes place (Figure 24). Breeding

Winter

Spring migration

Fall migration

Regular through year (e.g. monthly)
Spring and Fall migration

Breeding & Winter

Figure 24. The season options.
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The last data field is the survey frequency (Figure 21, (@)).

Survey frequency:

This is used to describe how often each site is surveyed

(Figure 25).

Field Methods - The field
methods tab is used to describe
field procedures used to collect

and record bird observations
(Figure 26).

This section does not contain
mandatory data fields. All entries
are optional.

The protocol field (D) is used by
the BPCD to create data entry
forms. The number and type of
entries are controlled by the
number of observers selected in
the second pull-down menu ((2)).

The protocol entries are sorted by
total survey time. Users need to
locate the entry which best
matches their survey procedures
(Figure 27).

The count restriction field
(Figure 26, 3)) is used to identify
conditions that would cancel data
collection. Options include; sky
conditions (e.g., rain or fog),
temperature (zoo hot or cold), Noise
(e.g., cars/water), O multiple
restrictions.

Unknown

Once a season
Twice a season
Three times a season

More than three times a season

Intermittent years
Variable

Figure 25. The survey frequency

options.

| . |
Field methods:

Protocol:
[(1D:46) 3min w/ 100m

@ 3
Number of Obs. in method:
| 1 (single observer - most methods) V‘ ®

+ Help! I don't see my field method here.

v|@>

Time of day: (use actual times for validation)
Unknown / no set rules V| start after:|

Count restrictions:
| unknown

end by:

@

Field sheet URL (if available):
[Rttp:/ |

Custom species list: You may select a list of custom species for this study, e.g. for pre-filing a data entry
form. However, this is done via your "Species Lists" page.

Figure 26. Study Designs - Field methods.

Protocol:
(ID:52) 5,10min w/ 50,100m & flyover by time v

(ID:24) 5,10min w/ 50,100,>100m

(ID:23) 5,10min w/ 50,100,>100m & flyover
(ID:25) 5,10min w/ 50,100m

ID:18) 5,10min w/ 50,100m & flyover

: 10min w,/ 50,100m & flyover by time
(ID:15) 5,10min w/ 50,100m & flyover by time (also breed, habitat, & det type)
(ID:11) 5,10min w,/ 50,100m & flyover, outside 100m
(ID:74) 5,8,10min w/ 50,100,>100m & flyover by time (also breed, habitat, & det type)
(ID:29) 5,8,10min w/ 50,100m & flyover by time (also breed, habitat, & det type)
60 min.
(ID:80) Focal bird species area search
120 min.
(ID:72) About Zhr nocturnal playback area search (also breed, habitat & det type)
Marshbird
(ID:60) SecretiveMarshbird (Conway)
Area Search
(ID:58) 20min, 3 ha. square area search
Transect Counts
(ID:56) 2min, 20x100m transect

Figure 27. Available survey protocols.
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If the bird surveys have a time of day window all
surveys are to be completed within, this information
can be identified (Figure 26, (4)). All time entries are
made using military time (i.e., 24-hour day). Users are
expected to (a) identify the rules associated with their
time bracket (Figure 28), then (») enter the appropriate

Unknown / no set rules
| _Unknown / no set rules

Must count after start time
Must complete counts by end time

| Must count between specified times

Figure 28. Available time rules.

starting and/or ending time.

After all the data are entered,
activating the save button

(@ s« ) will take the user out of
the data entry form and return
them to the study design page
(Figure 29).

The overview page contains a
listing of information entered in
the study design form. It also
contains links to editing the study

You are here: Home/My Point Counts /Study Design
Study Design

Upper Mississippi River NWFR - La Crosse Dist. (temp site) has 2 studies/methods in the
database.

Home Feedback Help

#Add new study design

®—>

Halfway Creek Marsh - Upper Marsh Habitat Project

Field Value

Study Halfway Creek Marsh - Upper Marsh Habitat Project

Name
A habitat restoration and enhancement project is being conducted in the upper Halfway Creek
marsh complex. This complex is located near the mouth of the Creek, where it enters into the
Mississippi River (within navigation Pool 7, near Onalaska, Wisconsin). Most of the creek’'s water
will be diverted into the upper portion of the marsh, where it will pass through a series of

Study retention basins. The goal of the project is to reduce the sediment load of the Creek before the

description water enters the deepwater marsh area located at the confluence. The project's secondary goal
is to reduce the dissolved nutrient content of the water. The avian point counts collected for this
project will be used to provide background information on how the avian population responds to
the habitat project. The habitat enhancement and rehabilitation project is a joint effort of the
Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Geological Survey, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

design (D) and viewing a
summary of survey data ((2), which
displays a study annual report IEI,

page 50).

Start Year 1995

End Year 2015

page.

Editing the Land Unit Description

Figure 29. Accessing the edit and view function, on the study design

The land unit description in initially created by
the Regional Coordinator. Only an individual
with Responsible Party login access has the
ability to edit the land unit description. The
edits are performed using the land unit
description function, located on the my point
counts page (Figure 30, (D).

e )
e

You are hera: Home/My Point Counts

My Point Counts

Manage/ Enter Data

Bird Surveys | Points | Observers |

Species Lists | Survey Area Assignments | Download All Data|
Point Groupings: Survey routes | Habitat | Mgmt. units | Treatments |

Create Reports

Land Unit Description | Study Annual Report |

Species Inventory | Survey Effort | Abundance Among Years
Abundance Within Year | Species Across Sites

More...

Responsible Party Tasks
Study Design I[Ed\t Land Unit Descriution—]

Figure 30. The Responsible Party tasks.
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You are here: Home/Edit Landunit Description

Edit Landunit Description

Once opened, the land unit description
page allows the user to edit most of the

. . . . Name of your Land Unit4
lnfOI'matlon aSSOClated W]th the |Upper Mississippi River MWFR - La Crosse District @
description (Figure 31). pateyeroineete
West Virginia
. Wyoming (il C
The name of your land unit text box Vucatan =
(D) controls how the name of the land |5t geeneiintegons T
41 3 . 23 - Prairie Hardwood Transition
unit is written on the Web pages and in S eSSl O,
25 - West Gulf Coastal Plain/Ouachitas
I‘eports. 26 - Mississippi Alluvial valley =l
PIF physiographic region:«
14 - Interior Low Plateaus af ."_-za’

15 - Lower Great Lakes Plain

17 - Northern Ridge and Valley @

The state(s)/provinces(s) pull-down

menu ((2)) is used to list which political I5 CE Edeeay cbEw: o

. . . . Notes:
unit(s) are associated with the land unit e e e H

. . . . tralnm_g/ducgmentatlum purposes, N:_:ne of the data
(States, provinces, and terrltorles) . Multlple ;umtalnsd Wllthugl are actu'f\ ubfjervatlums. Please @
. . o not download or use these data.
selections are allowed, when the shift or - . e
4500 chars. max.; no "double” quotes plaase.
COl’ltI'Ol keyS are used m COl’l’lbll’latIOI’l Wlth Monitoring program / Land Unit general web site
http://

the mouse. ! t]tzpthera a web site or document regarding your @ © save ||® canca

point counts / monitoring program or results?

Users whose land unit crosses one or Figure 31. Editing options for a land unit description.

more political boundaries should select all
appropriate entries from this pick list. The BPCD uses this information to create pick lists on
other Web Pages (e.g., identifying which state a point is located in, E,page 19).

The bird conservation region (BCR) pick list ((3)) is used to identify the North American Bird
Conservation Initiative region the land unit is located in. Once again, this information is used by
the BPCD to generate pick lists on other Web pages. If the land unit crosses BCR regional
boundaries, multiple entries should be selected.

The PIF physiographic region pick list ((4)) is used to identify Partners in Flight physiographic
areas. Multiple selections are also allowed in this data field.

In theory, one would expect the notes section ((5)) to be used to generate descriptive text for
BPCD Web pages and land unit reports. However, at the time this document was prepared,
entries made in the Notes field could not be located on BPCD Web pages or reports. It appears
this information is only accessible to the Responsible Party observer, on the edit landunit
description page.

If a land unit maintains a Web page or site that describes their land bird survey program, a link to
the site can be recorded in the monitoring program/land unit general web site text box ((6)).

Changes made to a land unit’s description are saved by activating the save button (@ s |).
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Points

Points are used to describe the geographic location of sites where land bird surveys are
conducted. Points have to be defined before survey data are entered, though their geographic
coordinates are not required. Geographic coordinates can be entered at a later time. Individuals
with Responsible Party or Data Manage login access have the ability to create and edit points.

Bird Surveys Vegetation Eur»e-;:sl'F‘-:-ints]F‘-:-mt Groupings Observers Species Lists

Creating Points

Points are created and managed from the
points page. Links to this page are available
on the my point counts page (Figure 32, (D),
and in the quick links ().

I:
7

o

You are here: Home/My Point Counts E 2 j

My Point Counts

Manage/ Enter Data o

Bird Surveys | Wegetation Surveys | Points || Observers |
pecies Lists | Download All Data|

Point Groupings: Survey routes | Habitat | Mamt. units | Treatments |

Create Reports

Land Unit Description | Study Annual Report |

Species Inventory | Survey Effort | Abundance Among Years
Abundance Within Year | Species Across Sites

More...

Responsible Party Tasks
Study Design | Edit Landunit Description

Figure 32. Locating the points functions.

You are here: Home/My Point Counts /Paints

Points

If points have been
associated with the land
unit, they will appear in the
point list section of the
points page (Figure 33, (D).
New points are created by
activating The create new

point function ((2)).

Filter point list:
Show all points (defau\t}_'J |® Gl

Selected: all points TOTAL POINTS: O

Mo points
<Prev | 1-0 | Next > | out of O |

Figure 33. The points page.
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Common Point Features

The first set of data fields are used to define common features. These allow the user to create
more than one point feature without re-entering these data for each point. The common features
apply to the current data entry session only. Ornce the user leaves the Web page that contains the
data form used to enter point names, they will need to re-define the common features before
adding additional points.

Bird Surveys Vegetation Surveys Points_Point Groupings Observers Species Lists

The common features page contains three
types of data; information contained in the | add points =
land unit description (Figure 34, (D)), aalia
. . . . i f i
information used to associate a point il s

. State / Prov:d4
feature with the data entry pages (2)), and | econsn -

W= required fields

information describing the method used to  |sicioce g @D
record geographic coordinates ((3)). e

First year surveyed: « @
Information stored in the land unit’s Coorainates T PTrTE———
description file ((#], page 17) is used to S B @

Datum is NAD83, commenly used on paper maps

create the section (1) pick lists.
Whichever states or provinces
(state/prov), bird conservation region(s) Figure 34. The common features page.

(BCR), or Partner in Flight (PIF)

physiographic regions were selected in the land unit’s description file, those entries will appear
in these pick lists. Therefore, if the land unit crosses boundaries and the user cannot locate the
appropriate state, BCR, or PIF option, the Responsible Party observer will need to update the
land unit’s description file. All section (1) data fields are mandatory fields (44).

[B o |[@  reeromre | [® o |

The first year surveyed field (2)) is also a mandatory data field (44). Use 4-number
characters to enter year values.

Identifying Geographic Coordinates

The optional data fields are used to describe Coordinates: _ UTM zone: (if applicable)
geographic coordinates (Figure 34, (3) and | Select format ®__‘T_5 [ &

Figure 35). While these fields are optional, it Datum: -
is recommended the user defines their [Datum i NaD83, commonly used on paper maps L
coordinate system at the time their points are

defined, so the appropriate data fields are
available when needed.

Figure 35. The geographic coordinate fields.
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The coordinates field (D) is used to identify the geographic projection of the data. By default,
most GPS receivers come from the factory configured to collect data in geographic coordinates
(the coordinate system used by the satellites). Depending upon the brand and model of receiver, the
coordinates may be displayed in either decimal degrees or degree minute second values.

Background information on geographic coordinates is available in the section title What are
Decimal Degrees and Degrees, Minutes, Seconds (W) page 61).

It is recommended that Fish and Wildlife Service employees use decimal degrees to enter their
data. At the time this document was prepared, the Web site was having difficulties processing
degree, minute, second values. Also, the ArcGIS toolbox was created to help FWS employees
access their data requires decimal degrees.

The Datum field ((2)) is used to identify a mapping datum (e.g., earth shape model). Fish and

Wildlife Service employees should use either NAD83 or WGS84 mapping datums. These
datums are also ArcGIS toolbox requirements.

Entering Data Points Manually

You are here: Home/My Point Counts /Points /Add Points /Add Paints - Data Entry

If no coordinate information was defined, .

. ) dd Points - Data Entry & & @
the data entry page will look like g
Figure 36. The data entry fields normally

. . . . Point Name N/A N/A N/A Elev. Slope Aspect Descripton
used to enter coordinate information will ; ; e T J
be identified as not available (D). -
Add More Points.2 |1 ||® o
Note: |® somaok |[@ sove |[B) cancel

Slope =0 to 90 (degrees)

Aspect = 0 to 360 (degrees)

Elevation should be an integer {meters assumed).

Precision, if collected, should be an integer (meters assumed).

Figure 36. Entering point data when a coordinate system is
not defined.

However, if a coordinate systgm is T -
defined, the data entry page will look like e tore et
Figure 37. The coordinate fields (D) will W gt
Point Name + ek o Elev. Slope Aspect Descripton
be labeled, though the data are not — — ﬁpq
. . . T s i i i |
required at this time (nonmandatory data). |l @ | | — ——, o —
Edd More Points..? ilii [® oo
The only one mandatory data field (44) 1S |52, .. w0 agees) B _wnn |[B o |[B coen
. Aspect = 0 to 360 (degrees)
the point name (). Users should take | s o g o wenn,

care when .namlng thelr p01n.ts, SO ‘Ehey Figure 37. Entering a point system when geographic
can be easily recognized. Bird Point coordinates are defined.

Count data are stored in the same
database as the Marsh Bird points. All
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points are accessible by both Web sites.

After the data are entered, pressing the save button (@ s [) will take the user out of the data
entry mode and return them to the points summary page.

However, if other points exist that share the same common features, the add more points
function (Figure 37, (3)) can be used to add additional data rows to the Web form.

In Figure 38, three additional
points were added to the data entry
page. This was accomplished by
(a) entering a number in the add

more points data box (1), then
(b) activating the go button

GO

This process can be repeated
multiple times during the same
data entry session.

Pasting Data from a File

The computer’s copy and paste
functions can be used to enter
point data. This function is
accessed from the common
features page, using the paste
from file button (Figure 39, (D).

You are here: Home/My Point Counts /Points /Add Peints /Add Points - Data Entry

Add Points - Data Entry &

Home Feedback Help

4= required fields

Lat Lon GPS

0To 80 -40 To -165 Prec = SR

Point Name Aspect Descripton

No "double” quotes pleasa.

|__. e _| I —

Edd More Points..? }Z] @

Note:

Slope =0 to 90 (degrees)

Aspect = 0 to 360 (degrees)

Elevation should be an integer (meters assumed).

@ copack |:@ Save ‘;@ Cancel

Precision, if collected, should be an integer {meters assumed).

Figure 38. The data entry page after additional points were added.

You are here: Home/My Point Counts /Points /Add Foints

Add Points A @

Home Feedback Help

Common features for points

" 4= required fields
State / Prov:4#

Wisconsin (v

BCR:«
|23 - Prairie Hardwood Transition % ‘ $:’-'
-

PIF physiographic region:«

| select PIF v

First year surveyed: «
2001
Coordinates: UTM zone: (if applicable)

Decimal Degrees o 1 =

Datum:
|Datum is WGS84, default for most gps units V‘

O,

Paste From File

|@ Data Entry ||® | |® Cancel ‘

Figure 39. Adding points from a file, opening the paste from file Web
page.
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At first glance the add points - paste Chrid Doiete . PaSE EGmEIR )

from file page contains little more than a e
data entry box (Figure 40). However, paste Yoy Bt R
toward the bottom of the page are a series
of pick lists used to describe the data

fields (D). R A S R @ S—
Information entered on the common Ig:m = T’@—rﬂr;g”micz T o [[© oo |
features page (Figure 34) are used to Zl{z“’“}g?ﬁ%égl; i)

determine which data fields are selected e

in the ple lists (Figure 41) It is Figure 40. Adding points from a file, the data entry page.

recommended that the entries are used “as
18" (i.e., without alteration), as these entries are the ones the BPCD is expecting.

Point ID | Lat ¥ L_\l Lon + | GPS Prec | Elev. bt || Slope bt i|Aspect + | Description

|@ Go Back |® Save ||® Cancel

Figure 41. Adding points from a file, the attribute field pick lists.

The text files should be created using the following recommendations.

» Each data point is stored in an individual row of text.

» Each row should contain 7 data fields.

» Each field is separated from the others by a comma.

» Use the inputs on the common features page (Figure 34) to determine which fields are
populated, and the order of data entry (Figure 41).

» Fish and Wildlife Service employees should use decimal degrees coordinates
(Figure 34, (), the projection requirement of the ArcGIS toolbox functions.

* Double quotes and commas cannot be used in the data fields.

An example of a .text ﬁle.that contamg point point_file.txt - Notepad
names, geographic coordinates, and site Fle Edt Format View Help

descriptions, is shown in Figure 42. P8 MN 1,43.628500, 88. 667300, ,,,North Route stop
PE MN 2,43.624300,88.675400,,,,North Route stop
PE MN 3,43.622700,88.655800,,,,North Route stop
. .. . PE MN 4,43.620600,88.669700,,,,50uth Route stop
Since GPS precision, elevation, slope, and  |es un 5 42.613100, 88. 654700, | |, South Route stop
aspect data are not included, the blank data

fields are identified by a series of commas.

P = L P

Figure 42. Adding points from a file, example data file.
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Viewing and Editing Points

Once the points are entered and

vvvvvv here: Home/My Point Counts /Points

Points

saved, a listing of available points

Filter point list:

Home Feedback Help

is displayed (Figure 43).

Some of the attributes associated
with the point are displayed in the
list. The rest can be accessed by

pressing the edit button (£, (D).

Trail

|Show all points (default)

Point Description

Halfway Cr. Creek at Bike
1

B

Selected: all points TOTAL POINTS: 1

# Create New Point

In Survey
Group/Route?

Coords: Lat/Lon Or

Slope/Aspact/Elav. (005

¥r
s Surveys
432.9348400 /

1995 -91.2754500

<Prev | 1-1 | Next > | outof 1 |

# Create New Point

Figure 43. The list of points.

The edit point page (Figure 44) contains a listing
of the attribute data associated with the selected
point. The user has the ability to update the data
fields and save their work (@ s |) or return to
the points page without making changes

(& oo ).

Deleting Points

The points page also contains a function to delete
(2.) a point (Figure 43, (2)). When this function
is activated, the user is presented with the point’s
background information so they can confirm the
correct point is selected.

If the user decides to delete the point, they can do
so by activating the delete button (& oeet ).

If the point is not related to a bird survey or point
groups, all traces of the point should be removed
from the database. However, if the point is

You are here: Homa/My Point Counts /Points /Edit Points

Edit Points

Point Name:

mélfway Cr. 1 |

Point Desc:
Halfway Creek at Bike Trail

4250 chars. max.; no "double” quotes please.

State / Prov:d
‘Wlsconsm b

BCR:11
123 - Prairie Hardwood Transition -

PIF physiographic region:4
1 16 - Upper Great Lakes Plain v

First year surveyed: «

1990 |

Datum:

‘Datum is NAD83, commonly used on paper maps hd

Cuur_(ﬂnates: _l_.ITMQne (if applicable):

| Decimal Degrees ~|[1 ¥

Lat Lon:Lon
43.9348400 | -91.2754800
Aspect:
[ | R e
Elevation:

‘7' « (a number in meters)
Slope

’—7 4 (0 to 90 degrees)

| save “@ Go Back |I@ Cancal

Figure 44. The edit point page.

linked to bird surveys or a point group, it will only be hidden from view. This is done so data

linked to the point will not be lost.

Note: At the time this documentation was prepared, the complete deletion option had not been

implemented. All “deleted” points were only being hidden from view. As result, the name of a

deleted point could not be reused. The “deleted’ points would also appear in several pick lists

after their deletion (e.c., the point grouping pick list).
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Habitat Descriptions

At the time this document was created, the BPCD habitat functions were not available. Future
plans for the BPCD include adding a habitat component.

Point Groupings

Point groups are used to sort and organize survey points (i.e., the location where bird surveys are
conducted). Point groups serve two purposes () assist with data entry and (») organizing report
data. Four categories of point groups are available; survey routes, habitats, management

units, and treatments.

The number and types of point groups are
determined by () the land unit’s survey
protocols, (») the requirements of the study
design, and (¢) the reporting requirements.

The point groupings function is available on
the my point counts page, in the
manage/enter data section (Figure 45, (D).

The Point Groupings Function

When activated, the point groupings function

You are here: Home/My Point Counts

My Point Counts

Manage/ Enter Data
|rd Surveys | Points | Observers |
ecies Lists | Survey Area Assignments | Download All Data|
Olﬂt Groupings: fSurvey routes | Habitat | Momt. units | Trestments |

o
N

Land Unit Description | Study Annual Report |

Species Inventory | Survey Effort | Abundance Among Years
Abundance Within Year | Species Across Sites

More...

Responsible Party Tasks
Study Design | Edit Land Unit Description

Figure 45. The point groupings function.

takes the user to an overview page (Figure 46).

If individuals working with the land unit
have created point groups, their name(s)
will appear in the summary section of the
Web page (D). New groups are created
by activating one of the new group
functions; survey routes, habitat,

management units, or treatments
(Figures 45 and 46, ).

Bird Surveys Vegstation Surveys Points Point Groupings Observers Species Lists

= here: Home/My Point Counts /Paint Groupings

Pomt Groupmgs

- (7

Home Feedback Help

Filtered on: Chance Filter
Point Grouping =All Types
Summary
Total Point Gr
{plus 5 inactive

% Create new grouping:[survey routes IHab\tatIMgmt. units ITreatments]

Name Points Description Options

No point groupings have been created yet.
Use links below to add your first one based on what your purpose is.

< Prev | 1-0 | Next > | out of 0
Create new grouping: Survey routes | Habitat | Mgmt. units | Treatments

Filter Options:

Select point grouping Type
All Types ~

Figure 46. The point groupings overview page.
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Types of Groups

The BPCD allows for four different types of point groups; survey routes, habitat groups,

management units, or treatments (Figure 46, (2)).

The data input pages for the group types are

very similar. What makes them unique is how the BPCD report functions access, display, and

summarize their data.

There are no known limits to the number of
groups a single land unit can create. Nor are their
known limits to the number of point groups a
single survey point can be associated with. The
creation of multiple point groups provides
resource managers with a variety of options for
analyzing and viewing their data.

Creating Point Groups

The point groups page contains four functions for
creating point groups; survey routes, habitat,
management units, or treatments (Figure 46,

@).

The data entry forms used to create survey routes
and treatment groups are almost identical, except
for their page titles (Figure 47, (D). The
management unit data form is similar, except it
lacks a field for recording descriptive text ((2)).

The Web form used to create habitat groups is
the most variable as it contains data fields for
identifying specific vegetation classes and codes

(Figure 48, (D).

At the time this document was created the
functions used to associate habitat information

with survey points were still being developed.
Eventually the formation and alliance fields will
correspond to National Vegetation Classification
Standard data fields.
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Point Grouping ByESurvey Routeé]
@

Brief name to describe new set of points:4
B
Description:

| @

Year Applicable:

From:¢4 2008 | to: | |

Points in this Grouping
| Narrow Points By
Available Points
|[Halfway 1
!Ha\fway 2 |
|Halfway 3 |
|Halfway 4 T I
!Ha\fway 5 |

|
|
|

|

Selected Points

| .
-
|

|Halfway &
|Halfway 7
[Halfway &
|Halfway 9
|Halfway 10

A v
BlEIRE

~| |

Figure 47. The data entry form for a survey route.

You are hers: Home/My Point Counts /Peints (Paint Grouping By Habitat

Point Grouping By Habitat

Brief name to describe new set of points:«

e 3
Formation: )

Other Type:  Code:
| select v ||select
S

Year Applicable:

|2008 | to: L

[tz

|

From:44

Points in this Grouping
| Narrow Points By
Available Points
[Halfway 1
|Halfway 2 |
|Halfway 3 |
|[Halfway 4 |
|Halfway 5 |

|
|
|
|
|

|Halfway 6
|[Halfway 7

|l

|Halfway 8
|Halfway 9
|Halfway 10

Figure 48. The data entry form for a habitat group.
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All four Web forms contains two mandatory data
fields (44), a name for the survey group
(Figure 49, (D) and the first year of use ().

It is recommended the group names be kept short
and descriptive, so they can be easily located in
BPCD pick lists and reports.

Points are added to the groups using the pick lists
and arrow keys located at the bottom of the Web

form ().

The pick list on the left contains a listing of all
available points. The right-hand window
contains a list of points in the point group. Points
are moved between lists using the arrow buttons.

“ou are here: Home/My Point Counts /Points /Point Grouping By Survey Routes

Point Grouping By Survey Routes

Brief name to describe new set of points:«
Halfway Creek Bike Tra (—@

Description:

Survey Points located along the Great River Bike Trail =l
El
Year Applicable:
From:#d |1995 | to: @
Points in this Grouping
INarrow Points By j
Available Points Selected Points
Halfway Cr. 1 -] Halfway Cr. 1
Halfway Cr. 2 Halfway Cr. 6
Halfway Cr. 3 Halfway Cr. 9
Halfway Cr. 4 Halfway Cr. 10
<
Halfway Cr. 5
Halfway Cr. 6 ->>
Halfway Cr. 7
Halfway Cr. & J [<<]
Halfway Cr. 9
Halfway Cr. 10 LI

Figure 49. Creating a point grouping.

The single arrows ([>], [<]) move selected points between lists. Both individual and multiple
selections are allowed. The double arrows ([>>], [<<]) move all points from one list to another.

Editing Point Groups

Bird Surveys Veg

etation Surveys Points Point Groupings Observers Species Lists

The point group editing function
is located on the point groupings
page (Figure 50), next to each

point group (D, [£).

The edit page looks like the page

here:

Filtered on: Chanae Fileer
Point Grouping =All Types

Summary

Survey(s) = 3

Total Point Groupings = 3

Home/My Point Counts /Point Groupings

Pbint Groupings

(7}

Feedback Help

Home

0

used to create the point group

ﬁus S inactive: show insctive graupingsq

% Create new grouping: Survey routes | Habitat | Mamt. units | Treatments

Name

(Figure 49), only this time the data
entry fields contain the current
information associated with that
group. The user can update any or
all of the definition fields, then
save (& save ) their work.

Halfway Cr. Bike Trail

Halfway Cr. HREP Dikes

Halfway Cr. Upper Matural
Marsh

Type Points Description Options
i Bt
Survey 4 Survey Points located along the Great River Bike Trail
@\L =
4
Survey points located on and near the sediment Edit
Survey 5]
catchment... R
@—; 0N
e
Natural Marsh area located downstream of the Bkt
Survey =
sediment di... R

< Prev | 1-3 | Next > | out of 3
Create new grouping:

Survey routes | Habitat | Mgmt. units | Treatments

Figure 50. The edit functions for point groups.
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Deleting a Point Group

A delete function is also available (Figure 50, (&, @). /7 should be noted that point groups are
never fully deleted. Instead, when activated, the delete function will classify the point group
“inactive.” This happens even when no survey data are associated with the points in the point

group.

Inactive point groups (i.e., deleted points groups) can be viewed and edited using the show inactive

function (Figure 50, 3)).

Species Lists

The creation and use of species lists is optional. The BPCD uses species lists to create data entry
forms for bird surveys. They’re designed to help speed the data entry process, by automatically
adding a list of commonly seen birds to the BPCD data entry forms.

The species lists function is located on the my
point counts page, in the section titled
manage/enter data (Figure 51, (1) as well as the

quick links ((2)).

Creating a Species List

When activated, the species list
function opens the my species list
Web page (Figure 52).

If any species lists have been
created for the land unit, their
name will appear in the summary
section (D). New lists are
created by activating the create
new list function ((2)).

Bird Surveys Vegetation Surveys Points Point Groupings Observers I—'Spe:\es Llsts]

My Point Counts

> Manage/ Enter Da
E! Bird Surveys | B S | Observers |

|Sgecwes Lists | Survey Area Assignments | Download All Data|
OINE Groupings: Survey routes | Habitat | Mgmt. units | T |

Create Reports
Land Unit Description | Study Annual Report |

Species Inventory | Survey Effort | Abundance Among Years

Abundance Within Year | Species Across Sites
More...

Responsible Party Tasks
Study Design | Edit Land Unit Description

Figure 51. The species lists function.

You are here: Home/My Point Counts /M

My Species Lists

y Species Lists

-
Home Feedback Help
Species lists created: 0
P & Create New List
List Name # Species In List 'Target’ List For Studies: Edit List
@ No species lists have been created yet - use the 'create new' link below.

< Prev | 1-0 | Next = | out of 0 |

@“_)‘ # Create New List

Figure 52. The My Species Lists Web page.
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When activated, the create new
list function opens the Web form
for building species lists

(Figure 53).

The form contains one mandatory
data field (44), the list name

(@)

The for use with studies field
(@) is used to identify which
study design(s) the bird list is
associated with. This is an

You are here: Home/My Point Counts

My Species Lists /My Species Lis

My Species List

)
For use with studies:

Species list already associated: @

Enter New List Name:«

|Halfway Creek Bike Trail Birds

% Add Species €———
Current List: Halfway Creek Bike Trail Birds list
Species saved to list: 0

Code Common Name Options

¥ Add Species —

Home Feedback

44= required

)

Help

fields

=]

Save List | =)

Delete List | |(X)  cancer

Figure 53. Creating a species list.

optional field. Multiple selections are not allowed, nor can multiple lists be associated with the
same study. Fortunately this data limitation does not limit the use of the list(s). The data entry
form used to enter survey data will allow for the use of any species list (], page 40).

Adding Species

The add species function

(Figure 53, ) is used to open a
search window containing a list of
available species (Figure 54, (D).

The species list is ordered
taxonomically, following the
format commonly used in field
guides. Individual species can be
located using the window’s scroll
bars (located on the right-hand side), O
by entering a 4-character species
code or a common name in the
search box (2)).

When the computer’s mouse
(left-hand button) 18 used to select a
species in the search window ((3)),
the name of that species is entered
into the species list ((4)). Multiple
entries are allowed. The user
needs to keep scrolling or
performing name searches,

Figure 54. The species search window.
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*You are here: Home/My Point Counts /My Species Lists /My Species List
My Species List @& ©
Home Feedback Help
List Name:+ 44= required fields
|Halfway Creek Bike Trail Birds !
For use with studies:
Species list already associated:
[ Halfway Cr O v
# Add Species
Current List: Halfway Creek Bike Trail Birds list
Species saved to list: 2
Code Common Name Options
RWBL @ RWBL - Red-winged Blackbird [x]
% Add Species \
Search Alpha code OR Names:
b <«—2) oo |
LIBH - hybrid Bunting (Lazuli Bunting x Indigo Bunting) -
Bird Point Count Database, version 2.0.  http:/. 5 7
U.5. Department of the Interior, U.5. Geologfca INBU - Indigo Bunting t
Patusxcent wildlife Research Center | Disclzimier | |RBBU - Rose-bellied Bunting
OBBU - Orange-breasted Bunting
VABU - Varied Bunting
PABU - Painted Bunting
DICK - Dickcissel
BOBO - Bobolink 3
@ — - Red-winged Blackbird ! .93
TRBL - Tricolored Blackbird L
TSBL - Tawny-shouldered Blackbird
YSBL - Yellow-shouldered Blackbird
EAME - Eastern Meadowlark =
WEME - Western Meadowlark
UNME - unid. Eastern Meadowlark / Western Meadowlark b
Total species Added:1 )
\ RWBL - Red-winged Blackbird added | ciose
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followed by selecting the names using the computer’s mouse.

After all of the species have been added to the species list, the add species window is closed by
pressing the close button ((& .= ). The species list is then saved and taken out of the editing
mode by pressing the save list button (& _ssveus ]).

Editing a Species List

Species lists can be edited using
the edit function located on the my

species list page (Figure 55, (D).

The edit function opens the Web
form used to create the species list.
Users have the ability to delete
entries (Figure 55, (D), add
species ((2)), or deleting the entire
list ((3)). Once all edits are made,
the list is taken out of the editing

mode and saved (& sweust |).

Using Bird Surveys to
Create or Edit Species
Lists

You are here: Home/My Point Counts /My Species Lists

My Species Lists A ©

Home Feedback Help

Species lists created: 2 i
% Create New List

List Name # Species In List 'Target' List For Studies: Edit List
Halfwy Cr - Bike trail birds 4 Halfway Creek Marsh - Upper Marsh Habitat Project

Edit
Halfwy Cr - Diversion birds 4

<Prev | 1-2 | Next > | outof 2 |
# Create New List

Figure 55. Locating the edit function for species lists.

You are here: Home/My Point Counts /My Species Lists /My Spacies List

My Species List

Home Feedback Help

List Name:« 4= required fields
|Halfway Creek Bike Trail Birds

For use with studies:
Species list already associated:

arsh ]

¥ Add Species €——

Current List: Halfway Creek Bike Trail Birds list
Species saved to list: 4

Code Common Name Options
BCCH Black-capped Chickadee

SOSP Song Sparrow

RWBL Red-winged Blackbird @

AMGO American Goldfinch \

¥ add Spacies ff— @

| savevist I||@ Delete List Hj) Cancel
L —

Figure 55. Locating the edit function for species lists.

Species lists can also be created or edited using information contained in bird surveys. The
function used to perform this task is located on the verify entry pages. The documentation on
the function’s use is located in the section on editing and verifying data ([w], page 46).
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Observers

Observers are individuals who have login access to the Bird Point Count Database (BPCD). Five
levels of login access are available,

1. Regional Coordinator
2. Responsible Party

3. Data Manage

4. Data Entry

5. Observer Only

Available Security Levels

Regional Coordinator - The Regional Coordinator is the person a land unit contacts when
they wish to start entering data into the BPCD. The Regional Coordinator will,

1. Create an entry in the BPCD for their land unit.

2. Assign the Responsible Party login access.

3. Begin entering the land unit description.

A listing of available Regional Coordinators is available in the Contact Us portion of the BPCD.

Responsible Party - Individuals with a Responsible Party login have the ability to;
1. Manage login access to the land unit’s data (i.e., the list of Observers).

. Enter and/or edit a study design.*

Enter and/or edit point data (al).

Create point groupings.

Create species lists.

Enter and/or edit survey data (aii).

Review and validate survey data.

Generate reports.

Perform limited customizations of the database.

D0 N U R L

* An individual with Responsible Party login access is the ONLY person able to enter
and/or edit a study design.

It is recommended that only one person per land unit be assigned the Responsible Party login
access. This person is expected to oversee and coordinate all data entry. The Responsible Party
has the ability to distribute the duties of data entry, data management, and report generation to
other Observers. Deciding who has access to their land unit’s data and the security level of each
Observer is the initial responsibility of the Responsible Party.**
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**Observers with an access level of Data Manage will also have the ability to edit and
update their land unit’s list of Observers.

Data Manage - Individuals with the Data Manage login can;
1. Manage login access to the land unit’s data (i.e., the list of Observers).
Enter and/or edit point data (al).
Create point groupings.
Create species lists.
Enter and/or edit survey data (all).
Review and validate survey data.
Generate reports.
Perform limited customizations of the database.

NN WD

It is possible for multiple Observers to be assigned an access level of Data Manage. The
Responsible Party may decide each Study should have their own Data Manage contact. Data
Manage contacts can also oversee multiple studies, or the Responsible Party may decide to
perform all data entry and editing functions themself. How each land unit distributes their data
entry and management duties is the decision of the Responsible Party.

Data Entry - Observers with Data Entry login access have the ability to;
1. Enter and/or edit survey information.
2. Review survey data.
3. Generate reports.

It is possible for multiple observers to be assigned an access level of Data Entry. The
Responsible Party and/or Data Manage may decide to assign this level of access to all field
personnel who conduct surveys, so they can enter their own field data. This way, the
Responsible Party and/or Data Manage contacts will only need to review and verify the survey
data.

Note: The BPCD online help pages lists the Data Entry observer as only being able to edit or
verify data that was entered during the previous two months. At the time this documentation was
created, no such time limits were noticed.

Observer Only - The Observer Only login is only used to add an individual’s name to the
system so their participation in field work can be recorded. The Observers are not granted data
entry or editing access. Their access to the BPCD data and reporting functions are the same as
the general public.
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A Land Unit’s Observers List

Users with a security level of
Responsible Party or Data
Manage have the ability to edit a
land unit’s list of observers. On
the BPCD home page, this link
can be found underneath the topic
of my point counts (Figure 56,

@)

The observers function is also

located on the my point counts
Web page, in the section titled
Manage/Enter Data (Figure 57,

(D) an in the quick links (2)).

A repository for bird point count data
collected anywhere in North America

(©) 2003 Arlene Ripley

-Explore ‘ -My Point Counts - About ‘_
P a3
- Search by state - Bird surveys = About this site
+Search by BCR = Points +What is a point count?
-More... = Point groupings ~Registration
@ = Observers +Help System
= Species lists = Contact us

=l Sign-in Reguired

Figure 56. Locating the observers link on the BPCD home page.

Bird Surveys Vegetation Surveys Points Point Groupings IObservers ISpecies Lists

—
You are here: Homa/My Point Counts ®

My Point Counts

(e
Y

Manage/ Enter Data
Bird Surveys | Wegetation Surveys | Points | @
Species Lists | Download All Data|

Point Groupings: Survey routes | Habitat | Mamt. units | Treatments |

Create Reporis

! Land Unit Description | Study Annual Report | Wiew Study Design
Species Inventory | Survey Effort | Abundance Among Years
Abundance Within Year | Species Across Sites

More...

Figure 57. Accessing The observers link on the my point counts page.
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The observers Web page
(Figure 58) contains a listing of

Enter Last Name:

You zre here: Home/My Point Counts /Observers

Observers

(2]

Feedback  Help

Home

the individuals registered as
observers for the land unit (D).
Options for adding additional
observers ((2)) and editing the list
((®) are also available.

Total Observers: 7

Name
First

Ann
Calvin
Randy
Carol
Kathy
James

Bill

Adding Observers

When the add new observer function is activated
(Figure 58, (2)), the user is taken to a web form
used to enter the observer’s contact information
(Figure 59).

The mandatory data entry fields (44) include; the
observer’s first name (1) and last name ((2)).
While the Email address ((3)) is listed as a
mandatory field, only observers that need login
access are required to enter their Email address.
Observer Only entries are not required to have
an Email address.

By default, all new observers are assigned
Observer Only access (], page 31), unless a
different level is selected from the pull-down list

~
Does not include inactive/hidden: show hidden

| search

@ % Add New Observer

Middle Last Security Level Email Edit  Delet
Blankenship Data Entry ann_blankenship@fws.gov E.ﬁ Dgﬂm
Gehri Data Entry calvin_gehri@fws.gov Eﬁ Dgﬂa
Lilla Observer Only randy_lilla@fws.gov E.ﬁ Dglﬂm
Lowenberg L @ E:ftp;nswb\e clowenberg@usgs.gov A M
Mock Data Entry kathy_mock@fws.gov T ] Dgﬂm
Nissen Data Manage james_nissen@fws.gov A Dgﬂm
Thrune Data Manage bill_thrune@fws.gov e hglﬂm

@ # Add New Observer

Figure 58. The Observers Web page.

You are here: Home/My Point Counts /Observers /Add New Observer

Add New Observer

Create New

First Name#

| ®

Middle Initial:

Last Name ®

Email address:«

Data Entry
Data Manage
Responsible Party

Figure 59. The Add New Observer Web form.

Bird Surveys Vegetation Surveys Points Point Groupings Observers Species Lists

(@).

You zre here: Home/My Point Counts /Observers /Edit Obsarver /add/Edit Observer (Confirmation)

Once the information is saved

(@ s+ ), a confirmation notice is
displayed (Figure 60).

Field
First
MI
Last

Email

Add/Edit Observer (Confirmation)

Your changes have been saved

jessica_larson@fws.gov

Home

2]

Feedback Help

Observer JESSICA LARSON added.

Confirmation Email with Username and Password will be sent to: jessica_larson@fws.gov

Value

JESSICA

LARSON

Figure 60. The confirmation notice associated with adding or editing a
land unit’s list of observers.
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When the confirmation notice is
closed (Figure 60, (D), the new
observer is added to the land unit’s
list of observers (Figure 61, (D).

Most observers are then sent an
Email from the BPCD computer,
containing their login name and
password.

However, when two or more
observers share the same Email
address, the Email function may
associated an incorrect observer
name with the Email address.

Editing the Observers List

The list of Observers can be
modified to change user
information, security access levels,
or to remove an individual the
land unit’s list of observers.

These functions are accessed by
clicking on the Web buttons
located to the right of each
observer’s Email address

(Figure 62, (D).

Bird Surveys Vegetation Surveys Points Point Groupings Observers Species Lists

You are here: Home/My Point Counts /Observers

Observers

Enter Last Name:

Total Observers: 8

Name
First Middle Last
Ann Blankenship
Calvin Gehri
Jessica Larson
Randy k Lilla
Carol Lowenberg
Kathy Mock
James Nissen
Bill Thrune

@

&) search

Security Level

Data Entry
Data Entry
Data Manage

Observer Only

Responsible
Party
Data Entry

Data Manage

Data Manage

Does not include inactive/hidden: show hidden

Figure 61. The updated list of observers.

-

Home Feedback Help

4 Add New Observer

Email Edit Delete
ann_blankenship@fws.gov E'?:’\: Dglﬂm
calvin_gehri@fws.gov E.;ﬁ D;ﬂm
jessica_larson@fws.gov r'a Dgldm

randy_lilla@fws.gov o

Eait
clowenberg@usgs.gov Edit Delete
kathy_mock@fws.gov ot Derete
Jjames_nissen@fws.gov 5 Déete
bill_thrune@fws.gov E‘;ﬁ Delﬁm

¥ Add New Observer

You are here: Home/My Boint Counts /Obsarvers

Observers

Enter Last Name:

Total Observers: 8

Name
First Middle Last
Ann Blankenship
Calvin Gehri
Jessica Larson
Randy Lilla
Carol Lowenberg
Kathy Mock
James Nissen
Bill Thrune

/&) search

Security Level

Data Entry
Data Entry
Data Manage

Observer Only

Responsible
Party

Data Entry
Data Manage

Data Manage

Does not include inactive/hidden: show hidden

Home

(2]

Feedback Help

% Add New Observer

Email Edit Delete|
ann_blankenship@fws.gov A o3,
calvin_gehri@fws.gov ' Dzlﬁm
jessica_larson@fws.gov & ngudm
randy_lilla@ fws.gov éﬁ 12&
clowenberg@usgs.gov a’ﬁ o2,
kathy_mock@fws.gov o o
james_nissen@fws.gov ' oo,
bill_thrune@fws.gov A o

% Add New Observer

Figure 62. Locating the edit options for the list of Observers.
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If the desired change is to edit an observer entry
(£]), a form similar to one used to add a new
observer is displayed (Figure 63).

The observers current background information is
displayed ((D), as well as their security level
(). The Responsible Party and Data Manage
observers do not have access to the observer’s
user name and password.

Once the appropriate changes are made the

information needs to be saved (@ s |). Once
saved, another confirmation notice is displayed

(Figure 60).

Deleting Observers

You are here: Home/My Point Counts /Observers /Edit Observer

Edit Observer

Airst Name«
IJessica
Middle Initial:

@

Last Name#

ILarson

Email address:4
b&ssica_larson@fws.gov
Security Level:

Data Manage j

Observer Only
Data Entry
|Data Ma

Figure 63. Editing observer information.

If the desired change is to remove an observer, use the delete button located on the observers

page (Figure 62, (D), [&]).

Bird Surveys Vegetation Surveys Points Point Groupings Observers Species Lists

A confirmation window
containing the observer’s
background information will be
displayed (Figure 64). If the
information appears correct, press
the delete button ((1)). Otherwise,
you can abort the deletion process
by clicking on the go back option

@).

Field
First
MI
Last

Email

clowenberg@usgs.gov

You are here: Home/My Point Counts /Qbservers /Delete Observer

Delete Observer

Home Feedback Help

Value
CAROL

LOWENBERG

@ ©

|@ Go Back ‘Dgﬂm Detete |

Figure 64. Deleting observers.

Note: If you delete an observer from the list, all references to that name will be removed from the

database. Any point surveys, editing records, or ver

ification changes made by the deleted

observer will no longer contain a record of that observer’s involvement.
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Entering Survey Data

Pre-entry Tasks

Before survey data are entered, the following steps need to be performed.

1.

i

The study design needs to be entered ([»], page 11).

The survey points need to be established (], page 18).

Point groups need to be created, when appropriate (], page 24).
The observers need to be identified (], page 30).

Species lists need to be created, when appropriate ([»], page 27).

The above tasks are discussed in this document, underneath the heading Describing A Land Bird
Survey Program.

Task 1 is used to create the Web site’s data entry forms (mandatory, 44). The field methods
section must be filled in correctly, if the BPCD Web forms are to match the data sheets used by
the field crews. Task 2 is used to identify which sites are sampled (mandatory, 44). Task 3 is
used to identify a subset of sampling points, reducing the number of entries located in pull-down
menus in the data entry forms. This will make the forms complicated and easier to work with
(optional).

Entering Data

The bird surveys function is

accessible from the BPCD home
page (Figure 65, (D), but only to
those individuals who have login

access ().

i
DI
EFLGE

.x
bird gomt
COUNTPATABASE

A repository for bird point count data
collected anywhere in North America

-Explore ._ -My Point Counts -About ‘_

i 3
=PoInts =What is a point count?
=Point groupings =Registration

= Observers =Help System
= Species lists =Contact us

=Search by state

=Search by BCR
=More...

Figure 65. Locating the bird survey option on the home page.
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The bird surveys function is also
available in the manage/enter data
section of the my point counts
Web page (Figure 66, (D), and in
the quick links ((2)).

If bird surveys have been entered
for the land unit, summary
information is displayed

(Figure 67, (D). New entries are
made by activating the add new

bird survey function ((2)).

The Bird Survey Forms

ﬁsird Surve-:s]‘-.egetatmn Surveys Points Point Groupings Observers Species Lists

chz 2 ire: Home/My Point Counts

My Point Counts A @

Home Feedback Help

Recent Updates

nter Data

d Manage
Vegetation Surveys | Points | Observers |
E [

| Download All Datal
Point Groupings: Survey routes | Habitat | Mgmt. units | Treatments |

* Bird Survey:
no recent entries to display
* Veg. Survey:

none to display

Create Reports » Doints:

Land Unit Description | Study Annual Report | Halfway Cr. 11

Species Inventory | Survey Effort | Abundance Among Years Halfway Cr. 10

Abundance Within Year | Species Across Sites Helies, Cr. 3
Halfway Cr. 8

More... Halfway Cr. 7

Responsible Party Tasks
Study Design | Edit Landunit Description

Figure 66. Locating the Bird Survey links on the My Point Counts
page.

Bird Surveys Vegetation Surveys Points Point Groupings Observers Species Lists

You are here: Home/My Point Counts /Bird Surveys

Bird Surveys P
Home Feedback Help
Bird survey list: No recent entries. @
Filtered on: recently entered (in last 2 months) | Chanae Filrar #Add new bird surve
v Point Survey Date Observer Study Species Options

No bird surveys returned.

<Prev | 1-0 | Next > | out of O
#Add new bird survey

* (V) = survey is unverified, and will not show in public search area.

Figure 67. The Bird Survey page.

The Web forms used to enter survey data are divided into two sections, the survey header and

the sighting entry sections.

The survey header contains background information like the name of the bird study, location,
time of day, weather conditions, the individual(s) who conducted the survey, and person who
automated the data. The sightings entry section contains the Web form used to record the bird

observations.
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The Survey Header Page

The survey header is used to insert
information on who conducted a
survey, when, and where

(Figure 68). The survey form
contains several mandatory data
entry fields (44), all of which have
to be filled in before the user can
proceed to the data entry form.

The study field ((D) is used to
identify which set of survey
protocols were used to conduct the
survey. While this field is not
labeled as a mandatory data field
(44), users cannot proceed to the
data entry form until a study has
been identified. Background
information on how to define a
study in the BPCD is contained in
the section titled Adding a Study
Design ([»], page 11). The pull-
down list (D) contains a listing of

ou are here: Homa/My Point Counts /Bird Surveys /Bird Survey

Bird Survey

Figure 68. The survey header section.

all study designs created for the land unit.

Survey:{eader = Sighting Entr Home Feedback Help
4= required fislds
Entering surveys for: @
Study: _| Survey route:
|Halfiway Creek Marsh - Upper Marsh Habitat Project || Halfway Cr. Bike Trail L=
Survey header:
Point:« "___,_,—f——‘
[Ralfway cr. 10 %] & |
= e = o Add
Observer(s):« =
| | [ || %]
[Jessica Larson v & | |2nd Observer (if appropriate) v| & |
Data Entry:¢
[carol erg v| & | @
e e T,
Survey date-
[ g
[Bsfoeoe, ||| et : )
e
ce @F°  [Jsave preference
Weather Conditions: Survey Notes (150 char max
| Sky not recorded ~| m |
et e e | () . |
| Wind not recorded >l |
HWmd direction not recorded |¥ | i
!I!de not recorded V' @ |
Enter species using... ) |
| Blank form >l 0 |
Or (faster) enter codes here: (e.g. "BHCO,WAVI, YWAR, COHA") .
| |
<< Cancel / return to list I@ Mext |r® Cancel

The secondary mandatory data field (44) is the point field ((2)). This is the location where the
survey was conducted. By default all points associated with the point field will be listed in the

point pull-down menu. However, if a selection is made in the survey route field, then only the
points in that route will be listed in the point pull-down menu.

The names of the observers who conducted the survey and entered data into the BPCD must

be identified (44, (). If the observer(s) name is not available in the pull-down menu,
individuals with Responsible Party or Data Manage logins can add the person(s) name to the
system using the add button ). Observers whose names are added to the system at this site
will be assigned Observer Only access. Changing their access level requires updating their user
profile using the Observer function ([»], page 30).

The survey date ((4)) is also a mandatory data field (44). The date can be entered using the
computer’s keyboard and a mm/dd/yy date format, or by using the calendar function ().
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The calendar button (Figure 68, (4), ) opens a separate

13

Z - Windows In...|

window containing a calendar (Figure 69). Arrows located at the |1 . . pwre.usgs. gov/point/au v
top and bottom of the calendar are used to change the displayed
month (D) and year ((2)). Once the correct page is located, the B e ﬁ?ﬂ\s»
date is selected by using the computer’s mouse to select that date S M T W T F S
(®) 4 5 6 7 ; z 1.30

i1 12 13 14 %E_i?
The time of day the survey was conducted is also a mandatory 18 19 20 21 B 23 24 D
data field (44). Values can be entered using the computer’s TS
keyboard (Figure 68, (8)). The BPCD requires the use of 24-hour ““Hx@//’
time values (i.e., military time), and 4 number characters (hh:mm). s T

: . Figure 69. The calendar window.
Surveys conducted before 10:00 a.m. must be entered using a zero

as the first hour number.

The air temperature is an option data field (Figure 68, (6)). These data can be entered using
either Celsius or Fahrenheit values. 7Temperatures entered using Fahrenheit values will be
automatically converted to Celsius values by the BPCD. 1If a land unit entered their temperatures
using Fahrenheit values, the Reviewer’s Web pages will display both Celsius and Fahrenheit
values.

The weather conditions are entered using four different pull- Weather Conditions:
down menus (Figure 68, (D).

Sky not recorded i

not recorded
0 - Clear, or few clouds

The first pull-down menu is used to identify cloud cover and 1 - Scattered clouds
Ce . . 2 - Broken clouds or overcast
precipitation (Figure 70). 4 - Fog or smoke

S - Drizzle or light rain
7 - Snow
8 - Showers

Figure 70. Entering cloud cover
and precipitation informaiton.

The second menu is used to record wind Weather Conditions:
i Sk t ded v
Speed (Flgure 71)_ ¥ not recorde

Wind not recorded

| Wind not recorded
0 - Wind < 1 mph (calm - smoke rises vertically)

1 - 1-3 mph (wind direction shown by smoke drift)

2 - 4-7 mph (wind felt on face, leaves rustle)

3 - B-12 mph (leaves, twigs in constant motion)

4 - 13-18 mph (wind raises dust+paper, moves small branches)
5 - 19-24 mph (small trees sway, crested wavelets on water)
Other value (does not fit a code - see Notes)

Figure 71. Recording wind speed.
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The third menu is used to record wind direction (Figure 72). Weather Conditions:
Sky not recorded V|

Wind not recorded

Wind direction not recorded |+
Wind direction not recorded &
no wind

wind from north (northerly)
wind from northeast

wind from east (easterly)
wind from southeast

wind from south (southerly)
wind from southwest

wind from west (westerly)
wind from northwest

Figure 72. Recording the wind

direction.
And the fourth menu is used to record ocean tide levels Weather Conditions:
(Figure 73) Sky not recorded v

Wind not recorded

Wind direction not recorded %

Tide not recorded |

The last two sections are used to begin filling in the data entry
forms (Figure 68, (8)) and recording comments (Figure 68, (9)).

Tide not recorded
1 - high tide
2 - falling tide
3 - low tide

4 - rising tide

If one or more species lists have been developed for the land unit
([»], page 27), this information can be used to add the names of
those species to the data entry form.

Figure 73. Ocean tide levels.

The enter species using pull-down menu contains a list of Enter species using...

the species lists created for the land unit (Figure 74). If a Blank form v
species list is selected, then the sighting entry Web page will =Rl

automatically have those species listed (Figure 76, ©)) Pre-filled forms: S
Halfwy Cr - Bike trail birds

Halfwy Cr - Diversion birds

Figure 74. Using a species list to add
species names to a data entry form.

A second option is also available for pre- Enter species using...

enter species names, the enter codes here | 220« form _ :
option (Figure 75, ®) This text box is |0r (faster) enter codes h;’li.\‘l‘e.g. BHCO, WAVI, YWAR,COHA")
used to enter a list of the 4-character \l/
species codes separated by commas. The
species entered here will be added to the

Web form on the sighting entry page

(Figure 76, 3)).

Figure 75. Manual pre-entry of bird species.
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The Sighting Entry Page

The sighting entry page is used to
enter bird observation data. The
page contains an overview of
information entered on the survey
header page (Figure 76, (D), as
well as the data fields associated
with the selected survey protocol

@).

If the Web page’s data fields do
not match the data sheet used by
the field crew, an incorrect study
design was selected on the survey
header page (Figure 68, (D) or an
incorrect survey protocol is

¥ou are here: Home/My PBoint Counts /Bird Survey /Bird Survey

Bird Survey

=r =¥ Sighting Entry
a

Currently entering sightings

for:

Land Unit: Upper Mississippi River NWFR - La Crosse Dist. (temp site)
Study: Halfway Creek Marsh - Upper Marsh Habitat Project, Point Count

Survey: Point Halfway Cr.
Season B
Observer: lessica Larson

10, 08 Jun 2006 at 08:15

®

L

Home Feedback Help

CommonName

0-3min 3-5min

5-10min
0-50m 50-100m 0-50m 50-100m 0-50m 50-100m  Fly

2)

Notes Options

Red-winged Blackbird

AmGo|

associated with the study design ([»], page 15).

(& sve |&

Save with no species

[® st |

Figure 76. A sighting entry Web page.

If a species list or species codes were identified on the survey header page, those species will
already have their name(s) entered (Figure 76, 3)). Otherwise, blank entry boxes will appear in

the common name field.

Additional species rows can be added to the form using the add row button (& awuww |, (4)).
Unused rows can be removed using the delete buttons (, ®).

To add the name of a bird species
into a CommonName data box (or

change an existing name), Select the box

using the computer’s mouse. A
window will be opened containing

available species names (Figure 77).

The species are listed alphabetically,

by their 4-character species code.
Individual entries can be located by
using the window’s scroll bars (1))

or by using the computer’s keyboard

to enter a species code.

As keys are pressed on the

Study: Halfway Creek
Survey: Point Halfwa

You are here: Home/My Point Counts /Bird Survey /Bird Survey

Bird Survey

er =* Sighting Entry
i

Currently entering sightings for:
Land Unit: Upper Mississippi River NWFR - La Crosse Dist. (temp site)

Marsh - Upper Marsh Habitat Project, Point Count
Cr. 10, 08 Jun 2006 at 08:15

Home Feedback Help

Season B
Observer: Jessica Lar]

CommonName

capped Chickadee

d Blackbird

Goldfinch

All Species: (type hofi' or 'house' to locate)

WHOS - Whooper Swan

WHCR - Whooping Crane
WITU - Wild Turkey

WILL - Willet

WISA - williamson's Sapsucker
WIFL - Willow Flycatcher
WIPT - Willow Ptarmigan

WIPH - Wilson's Phalarope
WIPL - Wilson's Plover

WISN - Wilson's Snipe

WISP - Wilson's Storm-Petrel
WIWA - Wilson's Warbler
WTHH - Wine- throated Hummingbird
WIWR - Winter Wren

| woDU - Wood Duck

Notes Options

- (&

B e |[®

Sawe with no species

‘.@ Cancel ‘

Figure 77. Adding a species name to the sighting entry form.

computer’s keyboard, characters are entered in the CommonName box. At the same time the
display in the species window will update, highlighting species names ((2)). When the correct

Page 41



species name is located, selecting the name with the mouse or pressing the enter key will
complete species selection. The search window will close and the 4-character species code and
the bird’s common name will be written in the CommonName field.

Note: Information printed on the top of the search window makes it appear that keyboard

searches can be performed on a specie’s common name. At the time this document was

prepared, only 4-character specie codes were recognized.

If a species list was used to create the sighting entry form and some of the rows go unused, the
extra rows can be removed by activating a delete button (Figure 75, (8)). The use of the delete

buttons (:2J) is optional.

After data entry is complete and the
save button is pressed (@ s |), if an
empty row exists in the Web form the
BPCD will want to delete it. A
message is sent to the user asking
them if the row should be removed
(Figure 78).

If the OK button ([__o« ) is
pressed, the extra row is deleted, the
Web form is closed, and the data are
saved. If the cancel button (| cnee )
is pressed, the attempt to end data
entry is ignored and the user is
returned to data entry.

Once data entry is complete, the user
is returned to the survey header page
and a message is displayed to confirm
successful data entry (Figure 79, (D).

You are here: Home/My Point Counts /Bird Survey /Bird Survey

Bird Survey

-~ » 0

ade #S\ghtmg‘Entry Home Feedback Help

Currently entering sightings for:

Land Unit: Upper Mississippi River NWFR - La Crosse Dist. (temp site)
Study: Halfway Creek Marsh - Upper Marsh Habitat Project, Point Count
Survey: Point Halfway Cr. 10, 08 Jun 2006 at 08:15

Season B

Observer: Jessica Larson

0-3min 3-5min

5-10min
0-50m 2

CommonName Notes Options

ndows Internet Explorer

— 1

Warning: 1 empty row(s) found...

Click OK to delete empty row(s) and continue

ed Blackbird

Click Cancel to enter data

B s | &

merican Goldfinch

@ g [® oen |

Save with no species

Figure 78. During the data save process, the BPCD will want to
delete empty species rows.

You zre here: Home/My Point Counts /Bird Surveys /8ird Survey

| Bird Survey

Home Feedback Help

o Successfully inserted survey with 3 species.

@

Survey Header =» Sight
i

Entering surveys for:

Study: Survey route:

rHaIfway Creek Marsh - Upper Marsh Habitat Project ¥ | | All points v

Figure 79. Confirmation of successful data entry.
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Repeating Header Values

Once a land unit has entered at least one bird survey into the BPCD, they will be able to use the
last set of header values to begin entering data for their next entry.

If a bird survey has been recently
entered, a repeat values button
(@ _rereatvaies ) will appear on the
survey header page (Figure 80,
(D), followed by the survey date

of the last survey entered (tie entry
whose data can be used to fill in the

form, @)

If the user presses the repeat
button, most of the data fields will
be filled in. Items like the survey
point (®) and time (@) will
probably require updating. Fields
which require manual updates are
the species fields ((8)).

The repeat values button will not
populate the species fields (&),
even if values were added to them
for the last survey entered.

“You are here: Home/My Point Counts /Bird Surveys /Bird Survey

Bird Survey P

Survey Header =» Sighting Ent
A

Home Feedback Help

4= required fields

Entering surveys for:
Study: Survey route:

‘Halfway Creek Marsh - Upper Marsh Habitat Project V‘ ‘ Halfway Cr. Bike Trail __1:

h 9
50 Hepealyoles | > Click to repeat details|( 08:15 on 06/08/2006...)

1
12nd Observer (if appropriate) « | AELI

Survey header:

Point: ¢
}Halfway Cr. 10{recent entry) ”I Rﬁﬂ‘

Observer(s):«

| v| &

| Jessica Larson | AM
Data Entry:« s

[ v #
| Caral Lowenberg A_U_EJ

Survey date:«
|0s/08/2006 | 22

Time:44

T
|08:15 | &g 13421
Temp:

45 | Oce @F
Weather Conditions:
Reather1.0| PSS et
1 - Scattered clouds -l

2 - 4-7 mph (wind felt on face, leaves rustle) e
wind from north (northerly) "'l

[lsave preference

Survey Notes (150 char max):

| Tide not recorded [¥]]

Enter species using... N
| Blank form
Or (faster) enter codes here: (=.g. "

(CO, WAVI, YWAR COHA")

=< Cancel / return to list

[ mext |[@® cancer

Figure 80. Entering a new survey header using the repeat values
function.

Page 43



Reviewing and Editing Surveys

After the survey data are entered a review is conducted to finalize data entry. The reviewer is
expected to compare the field crew’s data sheets to the data stored in the Web site, then make any

needed updates or changes.

The reviewer is preferably someone other than the person who entered the data. Responsible
Party or Data Manage observers have the ability to review all bird surveys. Data Entry
observers can access surveys entered during the previous two months.

Locating a Survey

Some of the Web tools used to enter data
are also used to perform reviews and
updates. Reviews are initiated by
accessing the bird surveys function,
available on the my points count page
(Figure 81, (D) and in the quick links

toolbar ((2)).

By default the bird surveys page will only
display data entered during the previous
two months (Figure 82, (D).

If the desired survey does not appear in
the list, additional search options are
available towards the bottom of the Web

page.

Users can search for all unverified data or
surveys conducted during a specific
month or year ((2)). Options for refining
the search are also available, to locate
surveys conducted at a particular location

[Bird Surveys] vegetation Surveys Poeints_Point Groupings _Observers Species Lists

My Point Counts

Manage Enm{@)

:: s | Points | Observers |
Species Lists | Survey Area Assignments | Download All Data|
Point Groupings: Survey routes | Habitat | Mamt. units | Treatments |

Create Reports
Land Unit Description | Study Annual Report |

Species Inventory | Survey Effort | Abundance Among Years
Abundance Within Year | Species Across Sites
More...

Responsible Party Tasks
Study Design | Edit Land Unit Description

-~ p»

Home Feedback Help

Recent Updates ./

= veg. survey:
none to display
= Points:

Figure 81. The bird surveys function is also used to review
and verify survey data.

You are here: Home/My Point Counts /Bird Surveys

Bird Surveys

-~ » O

Home Feedback Help

Bird survey list: 1 out of 233 bird surveys

; Add new bird survey
Filtered on: recently entered (in last 2 months) | Change Filter #Add new bird surve
V% Point Survey Date Observer  Study Species  Options

V  WoodlotD - 1 05 Aug 2008 at 06:45 M Wimer

pwrc test £ | FAIEN
<Prev | 1-1 | Next > | out of 1

(0 sieviy bt i il ol S i gl bo ek i #Add new bird surve

Filter surveys to display: E:
@ Recently entered (in last 2 months)

© show only unverified
O pate From Date To

[pec 1912 v [Aug 2008 viK
N
Optional filtering: @
Point Grouping Observer Study
| ANl points v |All observers v| |Al studies v

Figure 82. Search options for locating bird surveys.

(via. point group), by a particular observer, or for a particular study (3)).
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To make it easier for reviewers to locate
unverified data, a link to unverified data is
also available on the my point counts

You are here: Home/My Point Counts

y Point Counts & & ©

Home Feedback Help

Recent Updates '

Manage/ Enter Data

page (Figure 84).

The survey list contains
background information for each
survey (Figure 85, (D) as well as
the survey’s review status ((2)).

If a survey has been reviewed for
accuracy, the data are considered
verified. If a “V” appears in the
“V” field on bird surveys page
(), the data are not verified.
Blank entries in the “V” field

identifies surveys that are verified.

@] Bird Surveys | Points | Observers |
Species Lists | Survey Area Assignments | Download
Point Groupings: Survey routes | Habitst | Momt

Boint Woodlot Do 05 Au
2008

Create Rep » veg. ey

! Land unit De! W Bijrd Survey: [Design fe to display
Species Inve pLS % Doints:
fbundance | 101 surveys to verify!

Figure 84. Accessing unverified surveys from the my point
counts page.

¥ou ars hare: Home/My Point Counts /Bird Survays

Bird Surveys & 5 @

Home Feedback Help

Bird survey list: 2 out of 2 bird surveys

#Add new bird survey

Filtered on: recently entered (in last 2 months) | Chance Filter
-
Species|Options

Vil Point

Survey Date Observer Study

Halfway Cr. 08 Jun 2006 at Halfway Creek Marsh - Upper Marsh Habitat view  Edit

J Larson 2

i 10 08:15 Project 2

’i @ dizte

N

v Halfway Cr. 08 Jun 2006 at Halfway Creek Marsh - Upper Marsh Habitat
9 A Project

view | Edit
J Larson

clete

<Prev | 1-2 | Next > | out of 2
+Add new bird survey

* (V) = survey is unverified, and will not show in public search area.

Figure 85. A summary of surveys entered during the previous two
months.

Options for reviewing and editing the data are also available, to the right of the survey summaries
(). The view button (.,)) is used to initiate the verification process.

Viewing a Survey Report

The survey reports are accessed
by activating the view buttons
), located on the right-hand
side of the bird surveys page

(Figure 85, 3)).

The survey report (Figure 86)
contains an overview of the
information entered into the
survey header (1)) and the
sighting entry (2)) forms. The
review status of the survey is
listed ((3)) along with options to
verify or edit the data ((4).

Bird Surveys Vegetation Surveys Points Point Groupings Observers Species Lists

You sre here: Home/My Point Counts /Bird Survey /Survey Report

Survey Report &

SURVEY SUMMARY:
Study: Upper Mississippi River NWFR - La Crosse Dist. (temp site), Halfway Creek Marsh - Upper Marsh Habitat
ect

Proj
Survey: Point Count at point Halfway Cr. 10 @
When: 08 Jun 2006 at 08:15, breeding season

Observer: Jessica Larson

Weather: Wind=2 from north (northerly) / Temp=7.222°C [ Sky= 1 - Scattered clouds / Tide: 2 - falling tide

I Status: Not verified I (—@

0-3min 3-5min 5-10min
CommonName 0-50m 50-100m 0-50m 50-100m 0-50m 50-100m Fly Notes PresAbsTotal CtTotal

Song Sparrow 1 0 a 1
American Goldfinch 4 ® 0 0 4
TOTAL 2 species

This survey entered by Carel Lowenberg on 07 Oct 2008

Figure 86. A survey report.
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Editing a Survey

Once the verify/edit this survey
function is activated (Figure 86,

(@), the verify entry page is
opened (Figure 87).

The Web page contains two edit
buttons, used to access
information stored in the survey

You are here: Home/My Point Counts /Bird Survey /Verify Entry

Verify Entry

- o 0

Home Feedback Help
SURVEY SUMMARY:

Study: Upper Mississippi River NWFR - La Crosse Dist. (temp site), Halfway Creek Marsh - Upper Marsh Habitat
Project
Survey: Point Count at point Halfway Cr. 10
When: 08 Jun 2006 at 08:15, breeding season
Observer: Jessica Larson
Weather: Wind=2 from north (northerly) / Temp=7°C (45°F) [ Sky= 1 - Scattered clouds / Tide: 2 - falling tide
Notes:
Status: Not verified
This survay entared by Caral Lowenberg on 07 Oct 2008
@®
Edit

header (D), [»], page 38) and the

sighting entry pages (2), [»],
page 41). Pressing these buttons
will return the user to the data

entry pages.

Updating Species Lists

Individuals who use species lists

0-3min 3-5min 5-10min
Ci 0-50m 50-100m 0-50m 50-100m 0-50m 50-100m Fly Notes PresAbsTotal CtTotal
Song Sparrow 1 0 o] 1
American Goldfinch q 0 0 4
TOTAL 2 speacies
Verify survey: ® @
FLAGS / Potential errors: (use edit links above if needed)

No general flags regarding weather, etc.
No species flags!
O Verify all as correct

@ Not verified because: |1 - Not verified

Figure 87. Verifying a survey report.

have the ability to create a new list or update an one by using the information contained in a

survey.

When the save species to custom list button

Save Custom Species List

(enet........)) s activated, (Figure 87, 3)), a new

window is opened that contains a listing of the \ (2) |
species identified in the bird survey (Figure 88, (D).
Users have to option to create a new species list
using these data ((2)) or to add those species to an

existing list ((3)).

Unfortunately, at the time this document was

@® Create New

O Add to existing list:

Halfwy Cr - Bike trail birds
Halfwy Cr - Diversion birds

®

prepared, this function was not working properly.

The species list function was having difficulties

Species List to save:

referencing the survey that contained the species Alpha

Common Name

data.

AMGO @ American Goldfinch
S0OSP

® Cancel

Song Sparrow

Figure 88. Using a survey to build a species list.
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Verifying a Survey

The verification functions are
located towards the bottom of the

verify entry page (Figure 89).

If the data were correctly entered,
the information can be verified as
correct (D). This will make the
data available to the public search
pages, as well as other land units.

If the reviewer would like the
survey to retain unverified, several
options are available to explain

why (@).

Selecting one of the not verified
because options (Figure 89, 2))
will update the status message
displayed in the survey report (old
message = Figure 89, 3),

new message = Figure 90, (D).

¥ou are here: Home/My Boint Counts /Bird Survey /Verify Entry

Verify Entry & 6 @

Home Feedback Help

SURVEY SUMMARY:

Study: Upper Mississippi River NWFR - La Crosse Dist. (temp site), Halfway Creek Marsh - Upper Marsh Habitat
Project

Survey: Point Count at point Halfway Cr. 10

When: 08 Jun 2006 at 08:15, breeding season

Observer: Jessica Larson

Weather: Wind=2 from north (northerly) / Temp=7°C (45°F) / Sky= 1 - Scattered clouds / Tide: 2 - falling tide

otes:
Status: Not verified
b SR ol ~Aberg on 07 Oct 2008

Edit
0-2min 3-5min 5-10min
CommonName 0-50m 50-100m 0-50m 50-100m 0-50m 50-100m Fly Notes PresAbsTotal CtTotal
Song Sparrow 1k o o 1
American Goldfinch 4 0 0 4
TOTAL 2 species

Edit = Save species to custom list

Verify survey:
FLAGS / Potential errors: (use edit links above if needed)

No general flags regarding weather, etc
No species flags! @

O verify all as correct “'_-___

@ Not verified because: |1 -
1-
P
oo
l4-

..

Not verified

Not verified

Awaiting correction of data
Non-public data, temporarily 8
Cannot be verified (survey should be deleted |

Figure 89. Verifying a survey or identifying why it should be left

unverified.
You are here: Home/My Point Counts /Bird Survey /Survey Report
Survey Report A ™ @

Home Feedback Help

SURVEY SUMMARY:

Study: Upper Mississippi River NWFR - La Crosse Dist. (temp site), Halfway Creek Marsh - Upper Marsh Habitat
Project

Survey: Point Count at point Halfway Cr. 10

When: 08 Jun 2006 at 08:15, breeding season

Observer: Jlessica Larson

‘Weather: Wind=2 from north (northerly) / Temp=7.222°C /[ Sky= 1 - Scattered clouds / Tide: 2 - falling tide

tes:
Estatus: Non-public data, temporarlla

0-3min 3-5min 5-10min
CommonName 0-50m 50-100m 0-50m 50-100m 0-50m 50-100m Fly Notes PresAbsTotal CtTotal
Song Sparrow it o] 0 1
American Goldfinch 4 0 o 4
TOTAL 2 species

This survey entsred by Carol Lowenberg on 07 Oct 2008

Verify / edit this survey

Figure 90. A survey report updated to display the reason why the data
have not been verified.
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Creating Reports

The BPCD contains several options for creating reports. These are accessed from the my point
counts Web page. The available options are:

Land Unit Description: Presents a summary of the information contained in the land unit description and each
study design.

Study Annual Report: Calculates and presents summary information for the number of observed species and
surveys conducted during a given year.

Species Inventory: Presents a list of all species observed at a land unit, the numbers of individuals seen, and the
number of sites where surveys have taken place. These reports are also used to create individual species

observation reports.

Survey EzZOrt: Summary of the number of points surveyed in a year, surveys conducted at each site, and the
number of species observed. Results are presented by point groupings.

Abundance Among Years: Produces a summary table of all species observed at the land unit for one, two, or
three years of study, as well as summary data for all years.

Abundance Within Year: Produces a summary table of all species observed at the land unit, abundance
information for one year of study, as well as summary data for all years. This report differs from Abundance
Among Years as frequency data are also included.

Species Across Sites: Produces a summary table of all species observed at the land unit, sorted by point
groupings.
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Land Unit Description

A land unit description
report (Figure 91) contains;
a summary of information
in the land unit
description (1)), data
associated with the land
unit’s study designs (2)),
even study designs
associated marsh bird
studies (when applicable,

©)}

It should be noted that the
BPCD reporting options
should not be used to
generate reports for marsh
bird data. Not all marsh
bird data are accessible
through the BPCD. The
land unit used to generate
these graphics had several
years of marsh bird data

“ou are here: Home/My Point Counts /Reports /Land Unit Description

Land Unit Description

- o O

Home Feedback Help

|Name: Horicon NWR

Type: National Wildlife Refuge
State: WI @
Survey sites: 61

BCR: Prairie Hardwood Transition

PIF Physiogr. Req.: Upper Great Lakes Plain

Survey Years: 1995-2006

Contact: Wendy Wovyczik

Studies: 2
IMore;Tslnventorv IL\st of Points with Coordinates I

Studies @ @

Study name: [Landbird Monitoring @

Start year: 199

Purpose:

Field Method:5,10min w/ 50,100,>100m & flyover

Surveys:
Survey year Points surveyed Surveys
1995 35 1.00 per point
1996 35 1.00 per point
1997 38 1.00 per point

Study name: Marshbird Survey

Start year:2001
Purpose:

Field Method:SecretiveMarshbird (Conway)

Surveys:
Survey year Points surveyed Surveys
2006 4 1.00 per point

Figure 91. A land unit description report.

entered, though only one year’s worth of data were accessible. Eventually the marsh bird Web

site will contain its own reporting functions.

The land unit description report also contains Web links used to access the species inventory
report (@), the land unit’s points page ((5)), and links to each study design’s study annual

report (8).
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Study Annual Report

Inltlally, When auser You sre here: Home/My Point Counts /Reports /Study Annual Report
accesses the study annual Study Annual Report ~ » O

Home Feedback Help

report, no data are Horicon NWR
displayed. This happens - 1
dy ™ dbird itoring”
because the user must il ;:
SeleCt a year and a Study Responsible Party: Wendy Woyczik Caroline Hartzler
SPECIES

deSIgn (Flgure 925 @)' Total number of species: 74 | List of species
Species seen as flyovers only: 951 @
Aftel‘ the go buttOIl IS 'I;c:i;umber of Individuals: 764 Annual abundance
| ®
N Total point surveys: 38 List of surveys
1S Created. The I'eport Number of points surveyed: 38 List of count sites
COIltaIIlS lnformatlon on Date range: 02 Jun 1997 to 11 Jun 1997
. Distribution Number of surveys
the filter options ((2)), the e 3

METHODS

number of species

observed ((3)), the £ |
igration:
numbers Of Surveys Vegetation: 0 |
conducted ((@)), in which Se———
season (@) Diane Penttila 38 surveys

Optional filtering: I

The available Web links v Study
are used to access the toor [l [t moieosing I @
species inventory report
(list of species), the Figure 92. A study annual report.

abundance among years

report (annual abundance), a summary list of bird surveys conducted during that year (iist of
surveys), and a link to the land unit’s peints page (iist of count sites).
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Species Inventory Report

The species inventory report
contains a listing of various
species observed and the number
of times (i.e., surveys) each has been
seen (Figure 93).

Users have the ability to customize
the list by requesting specific point
groups (if desired), individuals years
(if desired), and specific study
designs (if desired, (D).

Once the go button is pressed

(& e0 ), the list of species is
presented in taxonomic order

(). The list totals the number of
surveys in which each species was
observed, organized by season.
The number of surveys used to
create this list is also presented,
organized by month of year and

season ((3)).

In case a land unit’s species list is
long enough it cannot be viewed
without using the window’s scroll
bars, the report contains options
for printing the list ((4)) or

Species Inventory PN

Home Feedback Help
Species seen on surveys at Horicon NWR

Filtered on: Study Landbird Monitoring @
in all years Cchange Filter N
83 matches found.
@—> 2.8
Number Of Surveys ta
Species Breeding Migration Winter
Canada Goose @ 12
Wood Duck -f % 4
Gadwall 6
American Wigeon 2
Mallard 52
Blue-winged Teal 40
Redhead 1
Hooded Merganser @ 1
Ring-necked Pheasant 16
Pied-billed Grebe 7
Double-crested Cormorant 9
American Bittern 2
Great Blue Heron 28
Great Egret 23
Black-crowned Night-Heron 8
Northern Harrier 6
Red-tailed Hawk 12 il
£ >

Surveys used in inventory:

Month Surveys (Breeding, Migration, Winter)
May 7(8) @
June 101 (B)
Generated on 10/09/2008
Optional filtering:
Point Grouping § __ ‘Meacs, _ Study KA 1
| All points o v| [All Years |v | Landbird Manitoring ¥ @

[& eor
NOTE! If you have marshbird surveys in the Marsh Birds database, those data will be included here if you select
"all studies”. This is intentional due to the nature of an inventory.

Figure 93. The species inventory report.

downloading the list to a database file (using a Web browser’s print function will only print the visible

portion of the list).

The print function ((4)) will send all information on the Web page (including the entire species list) to
a printer. Some users can also use this function to send the Web page’s information to PDF files,
if their computer is configured to “print to a PDF file.”

The download option ((8)) will take the information stored in the species list (2)) and save it in
a database table accessible by software programs like Excel. The table will contain the list of
observed species and the number of surveys sorted by season.
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Species Observations

The species names listed in the
species inventory reports

(Figure 93, (8)), are links used to
access species observation reports
(Figure 94).

The species observations report
contains a listing of all surveys
and sites used to create the species
inventory report (Figure 93). As
a result, this page will not contain
a complete list of observations,
unless all data were used to create

the species inventory (i.e., if the
inventory was created from a subset of
available data, this page is also a
subset).

The species observations report
(Figure 94) contains a listing of
the study designs used to generate
this report (()). The name of the
study design are also Web links,

You are here: Home/My Point Counts /Reports /Spacies Observations

Species Observations

=
Home Feedback Help
Summary report for :Wood Duck
Studies containing Wood Duck
1 matches found
Study Name Study Desc Start Year End Year Season Options
: :
Landbird Monitoring (—@ 1995 1 @—) 8
Surveys containing Wood Duck
4 matches found
SurveyDate Point Observer Verified Options
03 Jun 1995 at 05:25 8 Roma Lenehan No 3
ew
04 Jun 1996 at 08:00 21 Diane Penttila No
view
05 Jun 1996 at 08:00 < 14 Diane Penttila No 3
ew
11 Jun 1997 at 08:00 6 Diane Penttila No
View
Points where Wood Duck were found
4 matches found
= Survey . Coords: Lat/Lon Or o
Point YrEstab. Route Habitat Treatment UtmX/¥ Desc Options
14 w0 1 0 0 43.64/ -86.64 e
Grasses view
21 0 0 43.60/ -88.62 eeded Native
Grasses \view
& 0 0 43.57/ -86.70 eeded Native
Grasses view
8 0 1 0 0 43.63/ -88.68 eedad flatwe
Grasses View

Species List containing Wood Duck

0 matches found

@

Species List Name

Opti

ions

Figure 94. A species observation summary.

used to access the land unit’s study design page (Study design pages are used to list, access, and edit all
study designs associated with a land unit. All users can view the study designs, only Responsible Party observers

can edit one.).

A listing of each study used to create the species inventory is presented ((2)), along with links to
each survey’s survey report (survey reports are used to review, edit, and verify survey data).

A list of the sites (i.e., points) where observations were made is presented ((3)), as well as links
to each sites edit points page (used to view and/or update data associated with each point).

Lastly, if the species appears in any species lists, those are listed as well ((4)).
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Survey Effort

ere: Home/My Point Counts /Reports /Survey Effort

Survey effort reports are used to -
Survey Effort o

summarize the number of surveys o g

conducted at each sampling site S @\
in 1996 Change Filter
(i.e., points) and the number of 2 matches with surveys.

species observed (Figure 95). ®—>2 .3,

Group Of Points Surveys Points Species

2701 30 30 57
. 3901 @ = 5 28

When a survey effort report is first
opened, no data are displayed. e

Point Grouping

Year Study 1

& oo |

The user must identify filter values || sipontoropras % [1996 %] [Landbire Monitoring . @
(), then press the go button

Figure 95. A survey effort report.

The results are sorted by point
groups (2)). The number of sampling sites associated with the groups are displayed (points), as
well as the number of surveys (surveys) and species (species).

Survey effort reports are similar to species inventory reports, in that both contain options to print
or download the summary lists. If the land unit’s list of point groups is long enough it cannot be
viewed without using scroll bars, the entire list can be sent to a printer using the print function

@®).

The download option ((4)) will take the information stored in the table (2)) and save it as a
database file accessible by software programs like Excel. The table will contain the list of point
groups, the number of points in each group, the number of surveys conducted, and the number of
species observed.

Survey effort reports can only be generated for one year at a time. Tables containing data for
multiple years can be created, using software programs like Excel.

When combining multiple tables, bring one table into a program like Excel. Add extra (i.e., blank)
fields to the table. Open a second table and copy the data fields that will be added to the first
table. Paste the new fields into the first table. It is recommended that the list of point groups are
copied at the time the summary information is copied, to make sure the correct summary values
are associated with the correct point group. After the checks are complete, the extra point
grouping field can be deleted and the field headers updated (if needed).

Note: At the time this document was created, the data download function was having difficulties
exporting the user’s search parameters. Only the BPCD default display was being exported.
Users can get around this limitation by copying and pasting data directly from the Web tables
into an Excel file.
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Abundance Among Years

The abundance among years
report allows users to compare the
number of individuals observed in
one to three years against the

You are here; Home/My Point Counts /Reports /Abundance among years

Abundance among years

Filtered on: change Filter
Years =1995,1996,1997 ; Study = "Landbird Menitoring” ;

83 species found.

Point Grouping =ALL points

=

- » O

Home Feedback Help

numbers observed overall .3,
(Figure 96) Spacies o195 e 1997 “Goss
. Points: 35/ Surveys: 35 Points: 35/ Surveys: 35 Points: 38 / Surveys: 38 2006)
Points Birds B-"S":r':’ Pb Points Birds B-':.sr{, pb Points Birds Bi::r'; W 1;:; ;i‘r’ﬁ
Canada Goose 4 33 0.94 4 0 0.00 4 0 0.00 10 0.8
When an abundance among Wood Duck i coz 2 o 000 1 0 ool e ol
years report is first Opened, no Gadwall =i 208 o 000 0 0 000 6 o
. . . American Wigeon 2 2 0.06 0 0 0.00 0 0 0.00 o 0.
data will appe.ar in the species Mallard 19 41 era e 0.06 16 5 gax G4 o
table (@) Fllter parameters must Blue-winged Teal @ 17 29 0Bz o |3 009 14 0 0.00 26 0.
ﬁrSt be ldentlﬁed (@) and the gO Redhead 1 4 0.11 0o 0 0.00 0 .0 0.00 1o
. 7 Hooded Merganser 1 1 0.03 o] 0 0.00 0 0 0.00 1 0.
button activated ‘ Ring-necked Pheasant 9 9 o6 oD gon e o 0.00 14 O
results of the search will be Pied-billed Grebe i ol 2 D 0000, 4D 000 6 O
. . . Double-crested Cormorant 1 1 0.03 [ 0 0.00 2 0 0.00 8 0.
dlSplayed in the Species table (@) American Bittern T ooz a0 000 0 O oiod 3 o
Great Blue Heron 8 10 029 9 oon iy a 0.03 20 o.
Great Eqret BEE oba Al i 003l 5 0.00 18 o H
The abundance among years < | &
report contains customization R 3
options previously unavailable in [ ot 4
other reports. Users have the

ability to sort the species list either
alphabetically or taxonomically
(), and to select up to three
years worth of data (2)).

Output sort order:
© alphabetical @ taxonomic

®

Figure 96. The abundance among years report.

= co

Since the species lists can get rather lengthy, options are available for printing the entire species
list ((4)) or downloading the abundance table (1) to a database file ((8)). The database files are
accessible using software programs like Excel.

Each table produced will contain a list of all species observed at the land unit. If the same output
order (alphabetical or taxonomic) 1s used to produce multiple lists, users have the ability to use
software programs like Excel to create tables that contain data for more than three years.

When combining multiple tables, bring one table into a program like Excel. Add extra (i.e., blank)
fields to the table. Open a second table that contains the data to be added to the first. Copy the
data fields (inciuding the species listy) from the second table and paste them into the first. If the two
species lists match each other, the data should be correctly aligned. The extra species list can
then be deleted and the field headers updated (if needed).

Note: At the time this document was created, the data download function was having difficulties
exporting the user’s search parameters. Only the BPCD default display was being exported.
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Users can get around this limitation by copying and pasting data directly from Web tables into an
Excel file. Again it is recommended the species list is copied along with data entries, to make
sure the new data are associated with the correct species.

Abundance Within Year

The abundance Within Veal’ YcuAarEt;e'e: Hude'M‘ Point CDuntEl.'ﬁgl’:'D%ﬁj /Abundance vithin year
. undance witnin year
report is used to compare the Y ~ o> 9
number Of ll’llelduaIS Observed 11’1 ;illtr‘tageddoﬁ?:G;E:;eziésg?;ilrrﬁ:stjv = "Landbird Monitoring” ; All points  Change Filter _-\
. — &
a single year to the number of ©) 5 oo
1997 (38 Points; 1.00 Surveys/Pt.) 1995 - 1997 "~
individuals overall (Figure 97, S— —— | ——— = = =]
(D). This report differs from the || 2=~ T R
abundance among years reports in Gadwall 0 ( 0%) 0 (0.00) 0.0 0.06 5 (13%)
. . American Wigeon 0 ( 0%) 0 {0.00) 0.0 0.02 2 ( 5%)
it also contains frequency data. Mallard 3 (a%) s (0.13) 07 0es 21 (55%)
Blue-winged Teal 0 ( 0%) 0 (0.00) 0.0 0.30 17 (45%)
Redhead 0 (0%) 0 (0.00) 0.0 0.04 1( 3%)
- ®
The filter OptlonS (@) are used to Hooded Merganser 0 (0%) 0 (0.00) 0.0 0.01 1( 3%)
. . Ring-necked Pheasant 0 ( 0%) 0 {0.00) 0.0 0.08 9 (24%)
determine which year’s worth of Pied-billed Grebe 0 ( 0%) 0 (0.00) 0.0 0.02 2 ( 5%)
. Double-crested Cormorant 0 ( 0%) 0 {0.00) 0.0 0.01 1 ( 3%)
data Wlll be analyzedﬂ as WCH as American Bittern 0 (0%) 0 (0.00) 0.0 0.01 1(3%)
any additional subsets (point groups Great Blue Heron 1 (3%) 1 (0.03) 0.1 0.10 8 (21%)
. . Great Egret 0 (0%) 0 (0.00) 0.0 0.04 4 (11%)
or study designs). Slnce the llSt Of Black-crowned Night-Heron 0 ( 0%) 0 (0.00) 0.0 0.02 1(3%)

. . . Northern Harrier 0 ( 0%) 0 {0.00) 0.0 0.02 1 ( 3%)
Species can get qulte longa a prlnt Red- tailed Hawk 0 (0o n 0.0m 0.0 n.03 2 L 5o b
option ((3)) is available for WE——

. . . . ptional filtering:
sending the entire species list and o , Year. e i e
other Web page material to a i : [ow B [antivd orir

. ER
printer. The summary table (1)
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database ﬁle (@)’ aCCGSSlble tO "b;’itep!ggiﬂr ;;:;r;:;r‘\?fv:st\z::scshhst species according to 2004 PIF Continental Plan
. ** Species list is based on all years - even though none observed in report year.
software programs like Excel. t——

Figure 97. The abundance within year report.

Each table produced using this
function will contain a list of all
species observed at the land unit. Users have the ability to use software programs like Excel to
create tables that contain data for more than one search result.

When combining multiple tables, bring one table into a program like Excel. Add extra (i.e., blank)
fields to the table. Open a second table and copy the data fields that will be added to the first
table. Paste the new fields into the first table. It is recommended that the species list is copied to
the new table at the same time data fields are copied (i.e., one copy and past that contains multiple table
fields), so a double check can be performed. If the two species lists match each other, the data
should have been correctly aligned as well. The extra species list can then be deleted and the
field headers updated (if needed).
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Note: At the time this document was created, the data download function was having difficulties
exporting the user’s search parameters. Only the BPCD default display was being exported.
Users can get around this limitation by copying and pasting data directly from Web tables into an
Excel file. Again it is recommended the species list is copied along with data entries, to make
sure the appropriate data entry is associated with the correct species.

Species Across Sites

You are here: Home/My Point Counts /Reports /Species across sites

Species across sites

The species across sites report

uses point groupings to
Summarlze SpeCleS ObSGI‘V&thIlS. ;ilt‘;;i‘cj:i‘;::riﬂfx;." Landbird Monitering”, Groupings = "Survey” in 1997  Change Filter

-~ o O

Home Feedback Help

B)—> 2.4,

Total Individuals By Grouping

When activated, this report species 2701 3s01
. . Canada Goose 0 0
generates a list of all species Wood Duck : 0
observed in the land unit e : -
. . Blue-winged Teal 0 0
(Flgure 98, @) The avallable Ring-necked Pheasant 0 0
. ied-billed Grebe
point group are then added to the |5 oreeres comorant : :
table as data fields (e.g., 2701 and SELL b ! L
3901). The BPCD calculate the
number of specie observations for ®
each point group, then adds the _— = ;
information to the table. Red-winged Blackbird & 14
Eastern Meadowlark 7 0
Yellow-headed Blackbird 27 0
: Common Grackle 3 0
The filter options are located at the | === = :
bottom of the Web page (@) Baltimore Oricle 4 0
. Purple Finch 0 0
This report allows for only one P a5 4

year selections. Unlike other

. Optional filtering:
reports, the search year is not vomtaowing __ vew  smay
listed in the table’s field headers e W, [ feessveiaia i @
(e.g., field names). Users planning to
bring the data table into a software  Figure 98. The species across sites report.
program like Excel will need to
update the field headers themselves, so the appropriate year (and other search parameters) are

1dentified.

This report also differs from other reports in the table’s data are not stored in a scrolling window.
The Web browser’s print function can be used to send the entire table to a printer. A print
function is still available ((3)), as well as a download option used to create database files ((4)).

Each table contains a list of all species observed at the land unit. Since all tables contain all

species, it is fairly easy to use a software program like Excel to create tables that contain data for
more than one search result.

Page 56


http://www.pwrc.usgs.gov/point/main/mainPage.cfm?formName=8&keyValue=all

When combining multiple tables, bring one table into a program like Excel. Add extra (i.e., blank)
fields to the table. Open a second table that contains the second set of search data. Copy the new
data fields from the second table and paste them into the first. It is recommended that the species
list is also copied along with the data fields, so a double check can be performed to make sure the
correct summary data are associated with the correct species. After the data have been checked
for accuracy, the extra species list can be deleted.

Note: At the time this document was created, the data download function was having difficulties
exporting the user’s search parameters. Only the BPCD default display was being exported.
Users can get around this limitation by copying and pasting data directly from Web tables into an
Excel file. Again it is recommended the species list is copied along with data entries, to make
sure the appropriate data entry is associated with the correct species.
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Check-off Lists
Setting Up a New Land Unit

Land Unit Manager Tasks
1. Decide who will be your landunit’s Responsible Party ([»), page 30).

2. Either the landunit’s Manager (e.g., refuge manager, district manager, or project leader) O the
Responsible Party needs to send an Email to the land unit’s BPCD Regional Coordinator
(], page 10). Include the following information.

a.
b.
C.

The Name of the land unit (e.g., National Wildlife Refuge, WMD).

The State(s) associated with the land unit.

The Name of the land unit's Responsible Party. Be sure to include,
i. First Name

ii. Middle Initial

iii. Last Name

iv. Email address

Responsible Party Tasks
Before logging into the BCPD Web site. . .

1.

2.

4.

Fill out your Study Design worksheet([»], page 11).

Develop your List of Observers. You will need to know;
a. First name

b. Middle Initial

c. Last Name

d. Email address

Decide how you want to distribute your (a) data entry, (») editing, and (c) verification
duties amongst your Observers ([»], page 30).

Assign Security Levels to your Observers.

Log onto the BPCD and perform the following

1.

2.

Enter your first study design (system requirement) (W], page 11).
a. Enter any additional study designs, or move onto step 2.

Enter your list of Observers ([»], page 33).
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Before Entering Survey Data

Responsible Party, Data Manage, and/or Data Entry Tasks

Before logging onto the BPCD Web site . . .

1. Create a list of your survey Points ([»], page 18). You will need to know

a. First year surveyed

b. Coordinate Information
1. Point ID (aprox. 100 character available)
ii.  Latitude (e.g., Northing, Y) - use decimal degrees, NAD83 or WGS84 coordinates
iii.  Longitude (e.g., Easting, X) - use decimal degrees, NADS83 or WGS84 coordinates
iv.  GPS precision (optional)
v.  Elevation (optional)
Vi. Slope (optional)
Vil. Aspect (optional)
Viil. Description  (optional)

2. If necessary, group your points by the following categories (if your study area crosses these

boundaries).

a. State
b. BCR (Parmers in Flight - Bird Conservation Regions)
c. PIF (Partners in Flight - Physiographic Regions)
Long onto the BPCD Web site . ..
3. Use the Points function to enter your survey locations (i.e., Points, [W] page 18).
4. Define your Point Groupings (if applicable, [W] page 24).

5. Create any Species Lists you may need ([»], page 27).
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Enter Your Survey Data

Responsible Party, Data Manage, and/or Data Entry Tasks

Field Crew and/or Data Entry Tasks

1.

2.

3.

4.

Enter the Survey Header information ([»], page 38).
use 4-number characters for years

Select method for filling in the Species Codes (], page 40).
Enter the bird sightings ([»], page 41).

Save your work.

Verifying Party Tasks

(preferably someone other than the data entry person)

1.

Activate the Bird Surveys link, locate the surveys marked with a “V” in the summary list
(IE', page 45). (V = Needs to be verified)

View each survey, review the data contained within ([»], page 45).

Activate the Verify / edit this survey link ((w], page 45).

If you’re pleased with the display, verify the data. Otherwise, make the appropriate edits
before verifying ((w], page 47).
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Coordinate Information

What are Decimal Degrees and Degrees, Minutes, Seconds

Decimal degrees and degree, minute, second coordinates are both used to represent “geographic
coordinates;” its just decimal degree numbers use a base 10 numbering system while degree,
minute, second measurements use base 60 numbers. Most computers and software are designed
to recognize and process base 10 numbers, very few are designed to process base 60 numbers.

Base 60 numbers have a long history that date back to the Babylonians and Sumerians,
approximately 4,000 BC. The base 60 numbering system was developed to help the cultures
communicate with each other. The base 60 counting process utilizes all 10 fingers as well as
each knuckle joint. Base 60 numbers have been used historically to classify and subdivide a
Variety of items, including the clock (which in turn impacts how geographic coordinates are calculated).
One hour is comprised of 60 minutes. Each minute is comprised of 60 seconds.

When mariners began sailing the oceans they needed a way to estimate their position the globe.
The compass and the stars were useful in determining their north and south position,
unfortunately calculating their east/west position wasn’t as easy. The early mariners tried
counting the number of days they traveled in a given direction. Unfortunately the length of a day
increases or decrease as one moves east or west, and north or south. These problems were
resolved with the development of a clock that would keep accurate time while traveling on the
ocean (i.e., a wind-up clock that does not require a pendulum).

Lines of Longitude

If a mariner always knew the time at a fixed location on the earth

(i.e., Greenwich, England), they could use this information against the rising
and setting of the sun to determine how far east or west they were from
the known location. The earth was divided into 360 sections

(i.e., degrees), Which corresponded to the 360 divisions on a compass (side
note, the first Sumerian calendar contained 360 days, or 6 sets of 60). The clock
was used to determine one’s position east or west within each degree
section, resulting in each degree being divided into 60 minutes and each
minute into 60 seconds.

Negative Positive
Values Values

Degrees, minutes, and seconds are used to describe angles Lines of Latitude
measured out from the center of the earth. The equator and the AET 3>

prime meridian (which passes through Greenwich, England) are the \__/
reference lines associated with this coordinate system. All - &—// Positve
longitude measurements east of the prime meridian to the 180 < w,}:ﬁ:ﬁ;
degree longitude mark are written using positive numbers. y b
Longitude values located west of the prime meridian (o the 180 E// l
degree longitude mark) are negative measurements. Likewise e

positive latitude numbers are used in measurements made north of
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the equator, negative latitude numbers are used to the south.

The latitude and longitude measurements describe geographic locations in relation to these
reference lines (i.e., the prime meridian and the equator).

Since most computers and software programs are not designed to process base 60 numbers,
decimal degrees are the preferred coordinate values. Decimal degrees are base 10 equivalents of
the base 60 degree, minute, and second measurements. The mathematical equation used to
convert degree, minute, second values to decimal degrees is

Decimal Degrees = Degrees + Minutes/60 + Seconds/3600

The individuals who designed the BPCD built this equation into the create new point function,
so users wouldn’t have to perform their conversions manually ([»], page 19).

Note: At the time this document was prepared, the BPCD was having difficulties if some point
coordinates were entered using one coordinate scheme and others were entered using a different
one.

If a land unit entered some of their point coordinates using decimal degrees and others in
degree, minute, seconds, the conversions would take place in the database but the Web page
displays sometimes show only some of the coordinates. Those entered using the second system
would sometimes display as blank. It is unknown how extensive of a problem this could be, as it
occurrs only sometimes. To avoid potential problems, it is recommended that land units enter all
of their coordinates using the same numbering scheme (i.e., whichever system you choose, use that same

system for all).
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