(Date) 
Contact:
Phone: 

[bookmark: _GoBack][Governor/Mayor/Official] Proclaims Migratory Bird Treaty Centennial Day 

Governor/Mayor (name) of (name of city/state) has proclaimed (date) as Migratory Bird Treaty Centennial Day. 

(Add a quote here from the Governor's/Mayor’s proclamation or news release; mention local events/activities that may be going on.)

The goal of the Migratory Bird Treaty Centennial celebration is to create awareness about the importance of migratory bird conservation, promote key everyday actions that anyone can take to help birds, increase support for migratory bird conservation programs and initiatives, and expand opportunities for engagement in bird watching, hunting and bird conservation activities.

Communities across the country will host local events, including bird walks, open houses, and many other activities that increase public recognition of the biological, social, and economic values of birds. 

The Migratory Bird Treaty Centennial, officially commemorated on Aug. 16, celebrates 100 years of migratory bird conservation and looks ahead to the next 100 years by marking the centennial of the Treaty between the United States and Great Britain (for Canada) for the Protection of Migratory Birds, signed Aug. 16, 1916. This treaty, and the three others that followed, form the cornerstones of successful efforts to conserve migratory birds that migrate across international borders. 

The treaty connects federal, state, private, tribal, non-government and international partners, who share a long, successful history of conserving, protecting and managing migratory bird populations and their habitats. 

Migratory birds connect people with nature by adding beauty, sound and color to our world; provide countless opportunities for enjoyment by birders, hunters and outdoor enthusiasts; and have cultural and spiritual importance. They also contribute important environmental benefits, including pollination, insect and rodent control, and seed dispersal; and they are good indicators of environmental health because they are visible and relatively easy to study. 

Migratory birds also play a key role in local economies by supporting outdoor recreation opportunities that create jobs and generate billions of dollars in revenue.

[Add any additional contact information about your event or organization, such as website, social media, etc.]
