Honorable [Governor/Mayor/other official] 
Address 
City, State, Zip 

Dear Governor (or Mr./Madam Mayor): 

I am writing to request that you issue a proclamation declaring [date of event or other desired date] as “Migratory Bird Treaty Centennial Day/Week” in [state/city]. 

Migratory birds connect people with nature by adding beauty, sound, and color to our world; provide countless opportunities for enjoyment by birders, hunters and outdoor enthusiasts; and have cultural and spiritual importance. They also contribute important environmental benefits, including pollination, insect and rodent control, and seed dispersal; and they are good indicators of environmental health because they are visible and relatively easy to study. 

Migratory birds also play a key role in local economies – including (state’s) – by supporting outdoor recreation opportunities that create jobs and generate billions of dollars in revenue. 

In 2016, we celebrate the 100th anniversary of the signing of the first Migratory Bird Treaty, between the United States and Great Britain (on behalf of Canada). This treaty, and three others that followed, form the cornerstones of efforts to conserve birds that migrate across state and international borders. These shared natural resources include many species that occur here in (state). 

The Migratory Bird Treaty Centennial brings together partners – including local governments - to celebrate 100 years of bird conservation and look ahead to the next 100 years. We are celebrating this milestone by engaging citizens and encouraging them to take everyday actions that will benefit birds and bird conservation in their backyards, across the nation and beyond our borders. 

[Name of station or organization] is celebrating the Centennial with special activities and events for our neighbors and visitors from other parts of the country, and indeed the world. A proclamation would have particular significance to (state) as we provide important habitat for birds such as [name some birds found locally]. 

For your information and convenience, I enclose a sample proclamation, along with news releases and other background information about the Migratory Bird Treaty Centennial. If you have any questions or would like further assistance, please do not hesitate to call (name) at (phone.) I look forward to working with your staff to make this happen. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]/s/ Regional Director or Project Leader or Organization CEO
