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Appendix A: Arkansas

Introduction and Overview
Arkansas is a diverse state of dramatic 
contrasts, ranging from mountains, 
upland forests, and karst to alluvial 
plains, bottomland hardwood forests, 
swamps, prairies, and extensive 
river systems. In addition, two of the 
principal North American Waterfowl 
Migratory Flyways traverse the state.  
The Mississippi Flyway covers the 
entire state, but funnels the majority 
of waterfowl along major rivers 
concentrating in the Mississippi River 
Alluvial Valley. The Mississippi Flyway 
overlaps with the Central Flyway at 
the state’s westernmost edge.  

Arkansas is broadly divided 
topographically into two major regions 
with the interior highlands occurring in 
the northwest and lowlands in the south 
and east. The state is further divided 
into six physiographic regions and over 
32 ecoregions, (Arkansas Geological 
Survey 2011, Woods et al. 2004).

Arkansas Partners Program Focus Areas

Regional physiography, geology, 
soil, climate, and land use strongly 
influence Arkansas’ ecological diversity.  
In addition, natural forces such as 
fire and flooding dictate potential 
vegetative communities. Open pine 
and hardwood woodlands and tallgrass 
prairies are examples of fire dependent 
communities that are found in 
uplands, while bottomland hardwoods, 
cypress-tupelo swamps, and seasonal 
herbaceous wetlands are examples 
of either flooding river bottom or 
precipitation runoff driven wetlands.

There are 33 species in Arkansas 
that are listed as endangered (25) or 
threatened (8) under the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA). Of the 33 
threatened and endangered (T&E) 
species listed, 28 are animals and 
five are plants. Recovery plans are 
in place for 23 of these listed species.  
Four additional species are proposed 
endangered: two freshwater mussels, 
one fish, and one amphibian; and six 
species are candidates for listing.

Arkansas Mississippi Alluvial Valley 
Conservation Delivery Network
In June 2010, the Lower Mississippi 
Valley Joint Venture (LMVJV) 
Management Board initiated the 
development of the first Conservation 
Delivery Network (CDN) in the Lower 
Mississippi Alluvial Valley (MAV). 
The CDN seeks to help conservation 
organizations coordinate their otherwise 
independent on-the-ground conservation 
delivery within the MAV by facilitating 
communication and collaboration 
between these organizations. 
Furthermore, the CDN will facilitate 
connection of biological objectives of the 
LMVJV and member organizations to 
translate landscape-scale objectives into 
site-scale priorities. The Arkansas Game 
and Fish Commission (AGFC), with 
full support of the other Management 
Board partners, have accepted the 
responsibility to lead the effort to 
establish this CDN. The Partners for 
Fish and Wildlife (PFW) Program is 
optimally situated to provide significant 
support to this effort, and the Arkansas 
Partners Coordinator will represent 
the Service in Arkansas on the CDN. 

Monitoring
Habitat improvement projects 
implemented through the Partners 
Program in Arkansas will be 
monitored throughout the life of the 
landowner agreement according to 
Partners Program Project Monitoring 
Guidelines described in Appendix E of 
this strategic plan. Working with our 
partners, species-level monitoring may 
be conducted when feasible. Habitat-
based monitoring that focuses on 
successful establishment of the target 
environmental features such as seedling 
survival, streambank stability and 
development of a functioning riparian 
zone, etc., will likely be the most feasible 
option to accomplish in the short term.
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Key Partners in 
Arkansas
The following is a list of stakeholders 
involved in the PFW Program in 
Arkansas. The stakeholders are 
involved in carrying out program 
activities in varying degrees; however, 
to some extent all participate in 
supporting the program by providing 
technical assistance, locating potential 
projects, and promoting the program.  

The PFW program staff over the 
next five years will reach out to other 
in-state organizations, such as the 
Arkansas Association of Conservation 
Districts, corporate landowners, and 
others to develop new partnerships.  

Private Landowners (over 200)

USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service

USDA Farm Service Agency

U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Arkansas Forestry Commission**

Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission** 

Arkansas Natural Heritage 
Commission** 

Arkansas Department of 
Environmental Quality

University of Arkansas - Pine Bluff

The Nature Conservancy of 
Arkansas**

Ducks Unlimited, Inc.

Audubon Arkansas** 

Fish America Foundation

Bayou Bartholomew Alliance 

Mississippi River Trust

Lower Mississippi River 
Conservation Committee

ARKLATX Operating Co., Inc.

Des Arc Elementary School

**Stakeholders that provided input on 
development of the strategic plan.
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