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Trinity River Restoration Program
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P.O. Box 1300, 1313 South Main Street, Weaverville, Calfornia 96093
Telephone: 530-623-1800, Fax: 530-623-5944

June 8, 2016

Ms. Elizabeth Hadley, Chair

Trinity Adaptive Management Working Group
City of Redding Electric Utility

777 Cypress Avenue

Redding, CA 96001

Subject: Response to your May 2016 letter

=
Dear Chuixﬂomﬁég‘%(,

Thank you for the Trinity Adaptive Management Working Group’s (TAMWG) May 31, 2016
letter to the Trinity Management Council (TMC). I am replying to you instead of Federico
Barajas, because Federico is taking on a new role in Reclamation and will no longer be chairing
the TMC. [ will chair the TMC at least unti] December, 2016 at which time the TMC will
discuss the matter further and decide whether or not to hold an election. Until that time, Don
Bader of Reclamation will serve as the vice-chair of the TMC.

The TMC welcomes Shiloe Braxton, Michael Charlton, and Leslie Bryan in their new roles
within TAMWG. We look forward to their contributions to TAMWG, and working together with
them on Trinity River restoration and issues that are important to TAMWG.

The recommendations from your letter are paraphrased below in italics, followed by our
response:

. The TAMWG recommends the TMC adopt the proposed letter of May 23, 2016 from the
TMC chair to the Reclamation Regional Director regarding the Trinity River
temperature control issues.

The TMC approved the letter regarding Lewiston Reservoir studies at the June, 2016 meeting. |
sent an electronic version of the letter to Reclamation on June 7, 2016, and mailed a hardcopy

shortly thereafter.

2. The TAMWG recommends the TMC increase watershed funding from 3500 K to 32
million and funded through proportional cuts from all other discretion line items. The
TAMWG accepts the FY17 budger with the above maotion exceptions.
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As stated in the TMC's December 8, 2015 response to TAMWG, the TMC shares the
TAMWG’s desire to restore watersheds of the Trinity River and ensure tributary streams are
productive spawning and rearing areas for salmon and steelhead. The TMC is continuing to
pursue ways to find efficiencies within the TRRP budget, and direct some of those savings to
watershed restoration. At our June, 2016 meeting the TMC voted to try and find savings in the
2017 budget, and to direct these savings toward watershed restoration, provided that three
science projects totaling approximately $285,000 were funded first. Additionally, some TMC
member arganizations are performing watershed restoration in Trinity River tributaries with a
combination of TRRP funds and monies from other sources. Please also review the TMC’s
December 8, 2015 letter to TAMWG for additional information on the TMC response to this
recommendation.

3. The TAMWG recommends the TMC direct Program partners to determine the costs of
environmental compliance monitoring for riparian, herptiles, sediment, and gravel so
that it can be funded annually in the implementation budger.

TRRP staff and program partners are working to determine the level of effort required by
regulating agencies for riparian and wildlife monitoring. The TMC received a briefing on this
topic at the June, 2016 meeting and was also presented some of the communications between the
regulating agencies and TRRP staff. The TMC will also address this topic at the September 2016
TMC meeting, at which time the TMC expects more refined information, and potential cost
savings.

4. The TAMWG recommends TMC revise proposed funding levels for the Watershed FY
2016 by reducing the South Fork LWD funding from $188 K to $93K and transferring the
difference to the Salt Creek Stream Crossing.

The TMC was presented with the watershed work group’s prioritized list of projects at our June
meeting. The priorities are a result of averaging each work group members’ scores using a
scoring rubric, a process similar to that of other large grant programs. While the TMC obviously
has discretion to adopt work group recommendations in whole, in part, or not at all, the TMC
was not presented with enough rationale to make this change to the watershed work group’s
prioritization.

5. The TAMWG is pleased that the Watershed Workgroup and the TMC has expanded the
watershed program beyond the 40 miles to include the entire watershed and recommends
the TMC work with the Program Partners to identify, coordinate and prioritize projects
for the watershed program.

The TMC is committed to working with TRRP partners to identify, coordinate, and prioritize
projects for the watershed program. The watershed work group has done an excellent job
determining the geographic extent and type of projects that the TRRP can fund, ranking projects
in an unbiased manner, and providing recommendations to the TMC.



I hope that TAMWG members will Join the TMC for a joint TMC/TAMWG meeting in August.
I will work with you to identify potential dates, agenda items, and logistics to ensure we have a
fun and productive meeting. Thank you, and I look forward to seeing you and other TAMWG
members this summer.

Sincerely,
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Seth Naman, Chair
Trinity Management Council






