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Trinity River · 2013 March 90%-! xceedance Outlook 
"Dry Year" lhlease Schedule 

Mean Delly water Temperature 
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2~11*'NFOfll(ODs) I 

Consensus Hydrograph 

• Initiate ramp up on April 23 to 2,000 cfs . 

• Maintain 2,000 cfs bench for 8 days (April 24-
May 3) 

• Peak release of 4,500 cfs for two-days (May 
4-5) 

• Mimic ROD-Dry hydrograph receding limb 
with short benches for habitat assessment 
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Flow Workgroup Consensus Recommendation 
for WY2013 Restoration Flow Release 
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Consensus Rationale 

Peak 
- General consent from the Flow/Temperature workgroup that the WY 

2013 spring release should not exceed the ROD recommended peak 
of 4 500 cfs 

- Analyses of sediment transport sampling prepared by Graham 
Matthews and Associates (2012) show that sediment transport rates 
during peak flow releases decrease after two days during the five-day 
steady state peak flow portions of the ROD proscribed hydrographs 

Flow Workgroup Consensus Recommendation 
for WY2013 Restoration Flow Release 
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Consensus Rationale 

Ascendin Limb and 2 000 cfs Bench 
- ROD Dry year water temperature management objectives are 

intended to meet marginal cond1t1ons for rearing salmon and 
steelhead High 2012 adult salmon escapement and assumed 
spawning and emergence success will likely result 1n a strong-year 
class of fall/spring Chinook salmon. coho salmon and steelhead 

- Recognizing the high numbers of fry and Juvenile Chinook rearing 1n 
the project reach during this time the Flow Workgroup pnont1zed 
increased rearing habitat and food delivery for young of the year 
salmon1ds by creating a 2 000 cfs bench prior to the 4 500 cfs peak 

- In add1t1on to increased available rearing habitat we expect that 
earlier 1nit1al flow ramp up and 2 ODO cfs bench will provide improved 
water temperatures (Optimal - We1tchpecl for this ant1c1pated strong 
year-class of salmon and steelhead 
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Minimum Pools. 
ROD (pg. C5) 

7 a - Be prepared to make use of the aux1l1ary bypass outlets on T nrnty 
Dam as needed and pursuant to re1nit1at1on of ESA Section 7 
consultat1on regarding Sacramento River Winter-run ch1nook salmon to 
protect water quality standards associated actions may include 
mod1f1cat1on of the export schedule of Trimly Basin diversions to the 
Sacramento River 

7 b - In years that Reclamat1on has re1nit1ated consultation pursuant to 
criteria established 1n the Winter-run ch1nook salmon CVP-OCAP BO 
evaluate drawdowns of Trinity Reservoir below the 600 TAF minimum 
end-of-water year carryover level to the extent needed to avoid s1gnif1cant 
temperature-related loss of the early life stages of winter-run ch1nook 
salmon ( > 10% as predicted by Reclamation's Salmon Mortality Model) 
Implementation of drawdowns below the 600 TAF minimum end-of-year 
carryover level tn Trinity Reservoir shall be determined by Reclamation 
USFWS and NMFS on a case-by-case basis 1n dry and cnt1ca1ly dry 
water years 

Water Year History 
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