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INTRODUCTION 
 

The western snowy plover management program in the Mendocino District has 
two goals: 

  
 to achieve target recovery of the species as defined by the United States Fish and 

Wildlife Service (USFWS) Western Snowy Plover Recovery Plan (20 breeding birds at 
MacKerricher State Park); and  

 
 to comply with Department policies, guidelines, and directives regarding the 

protection and management of snowy plovers at all units within the District that 
support plovers and their habitat.   

 
In order to meet these goals, staff in the District work toward these objectives: 

 
1. Monitor plover populations on a weekly basis during the breeding season and 

monthly for the remainder of the year to document presence and conditions. 
2. Restore degraded habitat within the Ten Mile Dunes of MacKerricher State 

Park by removing European beachgrass and other invasive plant species from 
potential plover nesting areas. 

3. Avoid any park operation or maintenance activities within plover habitat 
areas which may pose impacts to the species. 

4. Install informational signs and exclusionary fencing to direct visitors away 
from areas where use activities may potentially impact plovers. 

5. Prohibit dogs in areas where plovers are documented to occur. 
6. Actively enforce park regulations that protect the plovers. 
7. Inform park staff of the natural history, regulations, and protections related 

to snowy plovers as directed by the Department’s western snowy plover 
training program and through regular communications. 

8. Inform park visitors of the sensitivities associated with snowy plovers and of 
the regulations through the installation of regulatory and interpretive signs 
and dissemination of the plover brochures. 

9. Coordinate and collaborate with other agencies, organizations and individual 
volunteers to facilitate the objectives of the District’s western snowy plover 
program. 

10. Inform students and the general public about plover protection through 
outreach activities. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
Western snowy plover monitoring efforts in the Mendocino District prior to 2002 

consisted of surveys at both MacKerricher State Park and Manchester State Park as staff 
and funding allowed.  Nesting attempts in 1994 and in 2000 at MacKerricher 
underscored the necessity for more frequent surveys.  Beginning in 2002, staff members 
began conducting protocol-level surveys as recommended by the USFWS at 
MacKerricher State Park year-round, and monitoring efforts at Manchester State Park 
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were increased.  The discovery of a nest at Manchester in 2003 resulted in higher levels 
of both monitoring and management efforts from 2003 to the present. 
 

Prior to 2002, the District’s plover management activities primarily focused on 
the restoration of dune habitat within the Inglenook Fen-Ten Mile Dunes Natural 
Preserve of MacKerricher State Park.  Major efforts to restore habitat in the Ten Mile 
Dunes by removing European beachgrass from the foredune community began in 1998.  
Approximately 70 acres of this invasive grass infested the Preserve; prior to 2006, 
approximately 40 acres of habitat had been treated, with varying levels of success and 
necessity for follow-up.  Project funding has been provided by Section 6 of the Federal 
Endangered Species Act, the Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation Program 
administered by CalTrans, Department of Parks and Recreation Natural Resource 
Category 1 (H) funds, Natural Resource Deferred Maintenance, and Natural Heritage 
Stewardship funds. 

 
Management actions to protect snowy plovers have evolved as the birds’ 

distribution has changed in the District over time.  A nesting attempt at Virgin Creek 
Beach in 1994 prompted the year-round closure of that beach to dogs.  In 2001, signs 
were installed at Ten Mile Beach, directing equestrians to ride only on the wet sand.  In 
2002, restrictions regarding dogs were put into effect on portions of Ten Mile Beach, 
and Brush Creek Beach at Manchester State Park.  In 2006, in accordance with the 
Department’s Western Snowy Plover Management Directives, a Superintendent’s order 
was issued to prohibit dogs on all beaches that provide plover nesting habitat.  After an 
initial “grace period” to allow park visitors to become familiar with the new regulations, 
park rangers began issuing citations for violations pertaining to plover management. 
Since 2002, greater levels of other management actions have also been incorporated in 
addition to signage and habitat restoration, including seasonal installation of symbolic 
fencing, and outreach and education activities. 
 
 
MONITORING 
 

Monitoring for snowy plovers was conducted at both MacKerricher State Park and 
Manchester State Park in 2013.  At MacKerricher State Park, the survey areas included 
Ten Mile Beach and Virgin Creek Beach.  Surveys at Manchester State Park took place at 
Alder Creek Beach and Brush Creek Beach.  Survey findings are reported to Recovery 
Unit 2 personnel in Humboldt County via email after each survey, and are recorded at 
the District level online in a Yahoo Group database which is downloaded into a summary 
spreadsheet (see Appendix A).  In addition to regular surveys in snowy plover habitat, 
monitoring may also include pre-project surveys for activities which may disrupt snowy 
plover behavior. 
 

Ten Mile Beach consists of a sandy beach approximately 3.8 miles in length 
backed by dunes, native dune mat, and European beachgrass.   The remaining section 
of an old, paved logging road runs parallel to approximately 3 miles of the beach.  The 
nearest vehicle access is approximately ½ mile from the south end of the beach, and 
approximately ½ mile from the north end near the Ten Mile Bridge.  Until 2005, most 
surveys at Ten Mile covered only the area from the mouth of the Ten Mile River south to 
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Inglenook Creek.  This had been the habitat that was most frequently used (in the 
preceding years) by snowy plovers both in winter and during the breeding season.  
Window surveys conducted in January and May each year had also included the stretch 
of beach from Inglenook Creek (located at the approximate mid-point) south to Ward 
Avenue.  In both 2004 and 2005, a nest was located at the northern end of this stretch 
of beach, a short distance south of Inglenook Creek.  When plovers were detected 
almost as far south as the Ward Avenue access, regular monitoring was expanded to 
cover the whole stretch of beach from Ten Mile to the Ward Avenue access.  This entire 
segment of beach was monitored on regular surveys in 2013.   
 

Virgin Creek Beach has in recent years consisted of a pocket beach with rocky 
outcrops and an area of low, small dunes to the east.  During spring storms in 2006, 
Virgin Creek began to migrate and flowed north along the bluff.  Since then, the Creek’s 
course has returned to its former pattern, flowing straight west across the beach, to the 
ocean.   Due to the shifts, the dunes have eroded away and the wide, flat beach is now 
backed by a steep bluff face.  Part of this area is inundated by the tide; the remainder 
has begun to form low dunes.  An old, paved logging road is located directly east of the 
beach and runs along a portion of the eroding bluff overlooking the beach.  The road 
receives heavy use by joggers, bicyclists, hikers, dog walkers and equestrians.  Virgin 
Creek beach is very popular with picnickers, beachcombers, and surfers.  Official State 
Park vehicles can access the logging road approximately ¾ mile south of Virgin Creek, 
making this one of the easier beaches to patrol.  Visitors can walk ¼ mile to the beach 
along an access trail from Highway 1, or walk ¾ of a mile along the logging road from a 
parking area. Surveys cover the beach and any existing back dune area from the creek 
to an area about ¼ mile north, where a nest was discovered in 2005.  Virgin Creek 
beach generally receives less plover activity than Ten Mile Beach, but still provides 
important potential habitat for roosting and foraging birds throughout the year.  In most 
years, individuals and small groups of migrating and over-wintering plovers can be 
found there. 
 

Alder Creek Beach is located at the northern end of Manchester State Park.  It is 
part of a long and narrow stretch of sandy beach that runs the entire length of the park.  
Most of Manchester’s three miles of beach are backed by tall cliffs, or dunes covered 
with European beachgrass.  At Alder Creek Beach, the creek typically flows along the 
cliffs, creating a raised sandbar between the creek and the wave slope. The outlet of the 
creek changes location depending on the flow and occasionally divides the beach into 
two areas.  In very rainy spring and winter months it may not be possible to safely cross 
the creek; however this was not the case in 2013.  Surveys are conducted on the beach 
and sandbar from the access point north to the reddish-orange cliffs, which form the 
approximate northern boundary of State Park property.  The distance covered is 
approximately ½ mile.  Until 2006, access was by paved road with limited but nearby 
parking available.  However, due to erosion undermining the county road that provided 
access – and the subsequent permanent closure of that road – access now includes a ½ 
mile walk down the county road from the nearest parking on the old highway southeast 
of the beach.  Alder Creek Beach was formerly a popular day-use area, but it is likely 
that more difficult access has changed use patterns. 
 



 

Western Snowy Plover 2013 Annual Report – Mendocino District 

- 5 - 

Brush Creek Beach is a sandy beach backed by steep bluffs at the north end, and 
tall dunes covered with European beachgrass at the south end.  During the rainy 
season, Brush Creek typically flows north along the bluffs, creating a raised sandbar 
between the creek and the wave slope. The survey begins on the beach west of the 
Kinney Road day-use area and continues south to the marsh area at a sharp bend in 
Brush Creek.  Access was previously ¼ mile from the parking area.  Bluff erosion caused 
the access point to shift to a location approximately ¾ mile from the parking area, 
which is where surveys began in 2013.  During rainy months it is often necessary to 
wade across Brush Creek.  During high tide or flood stage when it is not possible to 
cross the creek safely, surveyors must hike from a secondary access point at the end of 
Stoneboro Road.  Brush Creek beach is a popular day-use area and receives heavy use 
from tourists, local residents, and campers from the nearby KOA campground. 

 
Window surveys conducted in January and May each year at Manchester State 

Park formerly covered the stretch of beach from Alder Creek at the north end to the 
Stoneboro beach access at the south end of the park.  Beginning in 2005, and 
continuing through the present, the entire beach was covered from Alder Creek to the 
Garcia River, south of the Stoneboro access.  The southernmost portion of the beach is 
owned by the Bureau of Land Management, part of the Stornetta Public Lands.  Survey 
results are reported to their staff.  BLM personnel occasionally conduct an additional 
window survey on that beach segment. 
 

Surveys are conducted according to standards and recommendations established 
by the USFWS.  Survey protocol at all sites consists of a walk, stop, and scan method 
conducted approximately every 50 meters along the shoreline and wrack line of the 
beach.  During the nesting season, surveys include areas far above high tide line on 
sandbars, low dunes, and gravel bars, wherever suitable nesting habitat occurs.  
Surveys are conducted using binoculars; a 20-60X spotting scope may be used in 
addition to binoculars, particularly during the breeding season.  Monitoring during the 
non-breeding season consists of at least one survey per month at each site (with 
occasional variation due to staffing shortages).  All persons conducting plover surveys 
independently were trained by Mad River Biologists, or had extensive previous 
experience conducting plover surveys.  The names of all USFWS–approved surveyors are 
listed on the District’s federal recovery permit.  Volunteers who would potentially 
conduct nest checks through the Plover Watch or Audubon “Save Our Shorebirds (SOS)” 
program received training in 2013 or prior years from State Parks staff in preparation for 
working near nest sites. 

 
Pacific Environmental Education Center (PEEC) is an elementary education 

program which operates from MacKerricher State Park.  Beginning in 2013, pre-visit 
surveys were conducted in order to prevent potential impacts to snowy plovers.  (When 
snowy plovers were detected on the beach, students were allowed to explore the dunes 
in areas that where disturbance would be completely avoided.) 
 
Significance of Volunteers in Maintaining Monitoring Frequency 
 
In 2013 at MacKerricher State Park, volunteers continued to play a significant role in 
maintaining snowy plover monitoring at an acceptable level of frequency, which staff 
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otherwise could not have maintained.  With difficult budget conditions at the State 
Capitol, limited staff availability due to funding levels and workload, and a shift in 
priorities to other (funded) projects, Mendocino District Natural Resources staff would 
frankly have been unable to maintain a reasonable level of monitoring if it were not for 
the dedication of Mendocino Coast Audubon Society (MCAS) and SOS volunteers.  Their 
valuable work will be more fully detailed in the “Volunteers, Education and Outreach” 
section below. 
 
Parks staff and the MCAS board continue to seek funding to increase either Parks’ or 
Audubon’s ability to monitor plovers, their habitat and impacts at MacKerricher State 
Park at satisfactory levels. 
 
MANAGEMENT ACTIONS 
 

Since the initiation of the Department’s Snowy Plover Management and 
Protection Program, ranger staff has been instructed to increase enforcement activities 
in plover habitat areas.  These activities have included verbal warnings and citations.  In 
2010, in response to a request from District Natural Resources staff to increase plover-
related enforcement efforts, Ranger staff initiated a “Plover Patrol Log” Excel 
spreadsheet in a shared, internal State Parks computer folder.  State Park Rangers on 
Plover Patrol recorded the date and time, duration of time on patrol, and 
contacts/citations.  However, new entries have not been made since late 2010.  
Following problems with garbage and incidents of visitor noncompliance in plover 
roosting areas in 2011, Ranger staff were directed to increase patrols at both Virgin 
Creek beach, and the Ward Avenue access to Ten Mile beach.  (Presumably patrols are 
being conducted but are no longer documented on the Plover Patrol log.) 
 

Volunteers and non-law enforcement personnel commonly report observing 
visitors with dogs off leash in areas where they are required to be leashed, as well as 
visitors bringing dogs (off and on leash) into areas where they are prohibited.  
Unfortunately, reports seem to imply that visitors who are aware of (but ignore) the 
regulations are reacting in an increasingly hostile manner when contacted. 

 
Management staff within the Mendocino District must continue to evaluate its 

practices regarding enforcement of these regulations and will hopefully attempt to make 
improvements.  Many potential approaches and solutions have been discussed.  Some 
have been applied.  Unfortunately, Natural Resource Management staff and local 
volunteers are not authorized to implement all recommended actions, and must rely on 
District law enforcement leadership and staff to take the issues seriously and provide 
support. 

 
After vehicle trespass incidents in 2009, park rangers were instrumental in 

improving barriers to illegal vehicle access, particularly on properties adjacent to the Ten 
Mile Dune Preserve.  The effectiveness of the barriers is still evident in 2012, with levels 
of vehicle trespass remaining low (although tire tracks are still occasionally reported).   

 
Unfortunately, three incidents occurred in 2013 involving vehicle use in the Ten 

Mile Dunes: local emergency personnel accessed the Preserve using vehicles and 
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traversed through snowy plover habitat, without having contacted California State Parks 
natural resources staff.  In most cases, natural resources staff and volunteers 
discovered the tracks, and recorded and reported them through the normal channels – 
only to later find that they were caused by “official” personnel.  Due to these incidents, 
and similar incidents in 2012, it is clear that law enforcement and management staff, 
with help and support from natural resources staff, have a responsibility to inform their 
personnel and other emergency response agencies to avoid future incidences of 
potential take. 

 
 
Park Staff have diligently repaired or replaced vandalized regulatory signs, which 

in the past might have been illegible or completely absent for long periods of time.  In 
addition, the documentation and reporting of specific enforcement issues by Audubon 
volunteers has helped to focus efforts where they are most urgently needed. 
 

The following management actions were initiated or continued in 2013: 
 
1. Working cooperatively with Mendocino District staff, the Mendocino Coast 

Audubon Society (MCAS) completed the seventh year of a shorebird 
monitoring/protection and public outreach project (“Save Our Shorebirds,” 
aka “SOS”) on MacKerricher State Park beaches. 

2. Thanks to excellent cooperation from staff and management, the annual 
snowy plover training held in February, 2013, was well-attended.  Parks staff 
from natural resources (7), maintenance (8), law enforcement (7), and a 
Park and Recreation Specialist (1) were in attendance, as well as 
AmeriCorps/CCC members (10) who worked removing Ammophila, and the 
manager of the PEEC concession at MacKerricher (1).  In total, 23 Parks staff 
and 11 others received the training. 

3. The Section 6 grant funded an SOS shorebird refresher training (conducted 
by Ron LeValley of Mad River Biologists) aimed at providing the required 
classroom training for selected new interested volunteers and staff, and as a 
refresher for experienced surveyors.  Twelve volunteers (10 MCAS/SOS and 
two other interested State Parks volunteers), two State Parks Interpretive 
staff, and one natural resources staff member attended the training. 

4. Parks staff conducted an informal half-day field training with PEEC instructors 
to educate the staff regarding snowy plover habitat and potential impacts. 

5. Parks staff purchased, installed, and replaced (when necessary), “Carsonite” 
posts with regulatory decals at remote access points and problem areas to 
address continued non-compliance with dog and equestrian regulations.  
Signs were installed at Ten Mile, Ward Avenue, Virgin Creek, and various 
locations at Manchester. 

6. Manual removal of Ammophila by natural resources Park Aides, 
AmeriCorps/CCC and volunteers crews continued. 

7. Dogs remained prohibited in all areas of potential plover nesting habitat 
within MacKerricher and Manchester State Parks. 

8. With funding from the Section 6 grant, a California State Park Interpreter 
presented Junior Ranger programs focusing on snowy plovers to young 
visitors. 
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9. PEEC pre-visit surveys: beginning in 2013, pre-visit surveys were conducted 
in order to prevent potential impacts to snowy plovers from school groups 
visiting through this program.  Thirteen surveys were conducted in the 
spring, with five conducted during the month of October.  (When snowy 
plovers were detected on the beach, students were allowed to explore the 
dunes in areas that where disturbance would be completely avoided.) 

10. Exploratory surveys for plovers were conducted on the following beaches: 
Kinney access to Alder Creek, Lake Davis outlet, and south of the Brush 
Creek survey route to the Garcia River. At least two surveys were completed 
at each area, during the winter and spring range-wide Window Surveys. 

11. In addition, children’s signs provided by the SOS Project were added to 
regulatory signage at Park access points.  The bright colors and unique 
appearance are potentially more inviting to visitors and provide a friendly 
reminder of the protection goals. 

12. Brochure boxes at Ward Avenue, Virgin Creek, Ten Mile River access, and 
Manchester were regularly stocked with pamphlets provided by State Parks 
Headquarters in Sacramento (“Western Snowy Plover:  Sharing the Beach”). 

13. In an effort to maintain, or preferably increase, the amount of monitoring 
and protection of snowy plovers, Parks staff and Audubon volunteers 
searched for grant opportunities and prepared and submitted 1 grant 
application during 2013: an Audubon Collaborative Grant for a day of beach 
grass removal, education and outreach with local middle-school children; 
unfortunately that proposal was not funded. 

14. District personnel continued to be willing to participate in Recovery Unit 2’s 
snowy plover predator subcommittee (although the subcommittee has not 
been active recently). 

15. New regulatory signage was installed at remote access points and problem 
areas to address continued non-compliance with dog and equestrian 
regulations. 
 

 
Symbolic fencing was not installed in 2013.  The location of the fencing is typically based 
on plover presence and a subjective judgment of suitable nesting habitat.  The beach 
segment would be delineated with symbolic fencing, and regulatory and children’s signs 
would be attached, identifying the area as snowy plover habitat.  Fencing would be left 
in place through the breeding and early wintering season, and removed in October.  If 
fencing is installed in 2014, staff will wait until after winter storms have ended to 
reinstall fencing in appropriate locations.   
 
Regulatory signs used on symbolic fencing were purchased in 2004. The signs are 
constructed of sturdy, weatherproof material and depict a nesting snowy plover with 
text reading “Temporary Closure: Snowy Plover Habitat,” along with State Park and 
USFWS logos (Appendix B).  These signs are intended to improve communication and 
education efforts with park visitors.  The same sign is used in Humboldt County to the 
north and so provides a more consistent and recognizable message to beach visitors.   
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VOLUNTEERS, EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 
 
 When the US Fish and Wildlife Service released the finalized Recovery Plan for 
the species in 2007, the plan itself and an accompanying press release stressed the 
importance of non-governmental agencies and volunteers in the recovery effort.  
Volunteers have indeed proven to be extremely important in the Mendocino District, 
accomplishing tasks that could not have been attempted without their dedicated labor.  
However, such assistance should not serve as a pretext for State Parks or other 
government agencies to become complacent regarding funding and/or personnel 
dedicated to beach and dune habitat restoration, predator control, and other 
conservation efforts that will benefit many other native species as well as the snowy 
plover. 
 
Mendocino Coast Audubon/ SOS Project 

 
For several years, the Mendocino District has been fortunate in its partnership 

with the Mendocino Coast Audubon Society (MCAS), the local chapter of the well-known 
worldwide conservation group.  In prior years, volunteers associated with MCAS have 
assisted with the snowy plover management program, most often by participating in 
Nest Watch during the breeding season, and regular surveys year-round.  Since 2007, 
the chapter’s SOS (“Save Our Shorebirds”) Project has mobilized volunteers to conduct 
shorebird surveys, and has continued to find innovative ways to reach local audiences 
who might otherwise not be exposed to conservation education and outreach. 
 
In 2013, MCAS continued the SOS project, with shorebird protection at MacKerricher 
State Park as its focus. 
 
SOS Project Background - Overview 
 

 From 2007-2013, volunteer Becky Bowen led a group of MCAS members who 
designed and submitted the grant proposals which have been successful in 
bringing nearly $46,659 to the chapter so far.  This funding has directly and 
indirectly benefited shorebird conservation at MacKerricher State Park. 

 The SOS Project was funded first (2007-2008) by a grant awarded the National 
Audubon Society through the David and Lucile Packard Foundation.  In 2009, 
funding was from TogetherGreen, a national Audubon program sponsored by 
Toyota.  Funding was not available for 2010.  An Audubon/State Parks 
Partnership grant supported the program in 2011.  No funding was available for 
2012 or 2013. 

 Project funding was used to hire a director (see Appendix C) from June to 
September in 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2011, to lead volunteers (see Appendix D) in 
the project’s objectives: to 1) increase the number of shorebirds using 
MacKerricher beaches; 2) communicate with the public and reduce negative 
impacts to shorebirds; and 3) to use the data collected to write a shorebird 
conservation plan to be implemented by volunteers.  

 A shorebird conservation plan was submitted to the Mendocino District for 
consideration and potential implementation in the fall of 2008.  Many useful 
observations and suggestions were made in the report; during a meeting in 
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October 2008, Audubon members, the SOS Director and State Parks staff 
reviewed the plan, and identified steps to be taken immediately as well as 
actions to be addressed in the future, as funding and staff time allow.  Another 
meeting in 2011 addressed potential law enforcement actions such as more 
regular patrols in areas of sensitive shorebird habitat and high visitor use. 

 Children’s signs were produced during a school outreach project in 2007 (and 
were subsequently displayed at an art show in a gallery in Mendocino, sponsored 
by another local nonprofit organization, FLOCKworks).  Several of the pieces of 
art have been selected to be used as signs.  Each year, MCAS reproduces and 
laminates several signs and provides them to State Parks, with a conservation 
message added in English and Spanish.  The signs are posted during the summer 
season at MacKerricher beach entrances and on symbolic fencing (in conjunction 
with traditional signage).  These signs were not vandalized at the rate that 
regulatory signs have previously been, potentially allowing more visitors to 
receive the intended message (see Appendix E for an example). 

 In 2010, thanks to a $4,000 Mendocino Community Foundation grant, the 
English/Spanish bilingual children’s book, “The Life and Times of Pink Lady,” was 
reproduced and distributed to all children attending school in coastal Mendocino 
County.  The book is about a particular snowy plover, and utilizes children’s 
artwork as illustrations.  A small number of prototype copies had been produced 
in 2009 with previous grant funding. 

 Beginning in 2011, SOS volunteers have maintained a Facebook page, adding 
increasing numbers of beautiful shorebird photographs taken on surveys, which 
have proven to be a very effective outreach tool. 

 In 2013, efforts by SOS and MCAS assisted in ensuring that the MacKerricher 
Dune Restoration project at Ten Mile beach will go forward, due to their role in 
outreach and advocacy (in collaboration with the California Native Plant Society, 
Sierra Club, and other local and national conservation organizations, as well as 
political representatives and other public figures). 

 In 2013, a shorebird refresher training was funded through State Parks’ Section 
6 grant, and was attended by 15 people. 

 In 2013, SOS volunteers were instrumental in monitoring the first snowy plover 
nest observed at Ten Mile beach since 2005, spending dozens of hours observing 
the plovers and conducting outreach to prevent the nest from being disturbed.  
 

 
Remarkable volunteers 
 

From January to September 2013, 25 volunteers contributed over 700 hours of 
service to the SOS Project and snowy plover management program.  So far, the SOS 
Project has given over 6,000 hours to MacKerricher State Park during its 7-year 
duration.  Most of the volunteers are active members of MCAS.  The Mendocino District 
is grateful to each and every volunteer who has spent their valuable time helping to 
conserve our local natural resources. 

 
Dorothy “Toby” Tobkin, who has been observing snowy plovers and other 

shorebirds for over two decades, regularly reports her observations to State Parks and 
other interested agencies and individuals.  In 2013, her many contributions to snowy 
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plover management included weekly surveys and public outreach at Virgin Creek Beach 
and participation in the snowy plover surveyor training.  Toby also alerts the District 
when regulatory or interpretive signs – imperative in the ongoing challenge of informing 
the public – have been vandalized or removed, allowing Parks staff to address the 
problem.  In addition to her experience, her willingness to train novice observers makes 
her bird identification skills even more valuable. 

 
Becky Bowen, as the lead volunteer for the Save Our Shorebirds Program, 

coordinated volunteers, conducted regular surveys at all three beach sites, and handled 
all aspects of SOS data collection, compilation and reporting to eBird and State Parks.  
Becky has continued to work with Parks to seek funding to sustain the SOS project, 
assisting with the completion of proposals for potential grants.  She has also worked to 
publicize the project in innovative and surprising ways.  For instance, Becky has made a 
considerable effort to reach groups not commonly presumed to be interested in wildlife 
conservation.  By working with Mendo-Lake Alternative Services (MLAS) - the entity that 
coordinates community service referrals through the Mendocino courts – Becky has 
extended outreach to new audiences.  Clients of the service now have to option to 
volunteer with SOS – typically surveying for shorebirds with Becky – to serve their 
community service hours.  In addition, it was Becky who drafted, designed, and 
coordinated the printing of the prototype children’s book mentioned above, as well as 
the recording of the CD.  Interpretive papers that Mrs. Bowen has written in previous 
years have been displayed and enjoyed as part of snowy plover training programs 
presented to staff and volunteers alike, and she is currently the main photographer and 
poster on the project’s Facebook page.  Finally, Becky has arranged for herself and 
Parks Staff to give presentations to members of local organizations (including Rotary, 
the Mendocino Study Club, Redwood Region Audubon Society and Redbud Audubon 
Society) to provide a wider audience with information on the project. 
 
State Parks staff training 
 

In February 2013, plover project lead Environmental Scientist Angela Liebenberg 
presented the Department-mandatory training covering snowy plover identification, 
biology, regulations and other issues related to plover management. Thirty-four people 
attended.  After the classroom session, most attendees proceeded out to Ten Mile beach 
observe snowy plovers with binoculars and spotting scopes.  This combination of field 
time with classroom instruction proved to be successful in 2012 and 2013, with 
attendees expressing that they had enjoyed the training.  Whenever possible, future 
training sessions will include field observation of snowy plovers and their habitat. 

 
Training will again be provided in 2014, and attendance will be required for all 

staff working at Manchester and MacKerricher State Parks. 
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RESULTS 
 

In 2013, snowy plovers were observed at both MacKerricher and Manchester 
State Parks.  No nesting activity was detected at Manchester State Park.  One nest was 
detected at MacKerricher State Park.  This was the first observation of a nest in the 
Mendocino District since 2006. 
 
MacKerricher State Park 
           

Monitoring efforts at MacKerricher State Park occur year-round.  Surveys show 
that the number of plovers fluctuates throughout the year depending on the season, but 
that snowy plovers are present during most months.  The lowest numbers occur in the 
nesting season.  During the January 2013 winter window survey, 39 snowy plovers were 
observed at Ten Mile, and 0 at Virgin Creek.  The 2012 winter window survey had 
yielded observations of 53 and 0, respectively. 
 
 Ten Mile Beach was surveyed 26 times by State Parks staff, and the back dunes 
were surveyed 25 times; Audubon volunteers covered Virgin Creek almost exclusively.  
Through the Audubon SOS project, two volunteers who have been trained to conduct 
snowy plover censuses, and who are included on the District’s USFWS permit, surveyed 
Ten Mile and Virgin Creek beaches.  From January to September, volunteers conducted 
a total of 159 shorebird surveys (including the plover surveys) at Ten Mile and Virgin 
Creek beaches (see Appendix F).  Both beaches were surveyed year-round, typically at 
least weekly during the breeding season, and less frequently during the wintering 
season.  (Note:  Volunteers who were not trained specifically as snowy plover volunteers 
for coverage under the USFWS permit were instructed not to disturb plovers for the 
purposes of the survey, but encouraged to note plovers when they were seen.  Hence, 
these are not considered “protocol” surveys.)  
 

Similar to past years, the 2013 breeding season began with a sizable flock of 20 
to 26 plovers in mid to late March.  Numbers of plovers gradually dwindled through 
April, and by early May observations of two to three birds per survey were recorded.  No 
obvious breeding pairs were identified during this time.   

 
While conducting a survey on May 14, natural resources staff member Adam 

Hutchins discovered an active nest located between the Ten Mile River and Inglenook 
Creek.  The nest was tended by a banded female (X:Y) and contained three eggs 
encircled by a large piece of dried bull kelp.  During observations of the incubating 
female it was determined that a banded male (S:X) was associated with the nest.  State 
Parks staff contacted the USFWS Arcata office and plover biologists in Humboldt to 
notify them of the nest status and to request recommendations and assistance for 
management actions.  (All management actions described herein were performed by 
properly trained and permitted personnel.)   A permitted biologist arrived to assess the 
nest and floated the eggs to establish an approximate hatch date.  When it was 
determined that the eggs would likely hatch within 2 to 4 days, USFWS and experienced 
plover biologists recommended that State Parks observe the nest and attempt to 
minimize disturbance, but not erect an exclosure or symbolic fencing.  This course of 
action was chosen due to the nest’s cryptic location, apparent ability to persist for 
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approximately 3 weeks without protective measures, and its proximity to hatch date.  
The nest was recorded and identified as 13TM01.   

 
The volunteer coordinator for the Save Our Shorebirds Program (SOS) was 

contacted and arrangements were made for State Park staff and properly trained 
volunteers to activate a nest watch effort, headed by natural resources staff member 
Alison Cebula, to observe and protect the nest until hatch.  Volunteers and natural 
resources staff monitored the nest for a combined total of 70 hours, with 5 volunteers 
contributing over 20 hours of observations and visitor contacts over a period of 5 days.   

 
As part of the ongoing plover management and research efforts of Recovery Unit 

2, breeding birds are captured if possible and banded with a unique color combination in 
order to collect data on breeding success and productivity.  On May 16 the female from 
13TM01 was captured and rebanded GY:RR.  Based on this bird’s existing USFWS band, 
it was determined that the female had hatched and fledged from the Eel River Wildlife 
Area in Humboldt County in 2012.  Nest 13TM01 hatched three chicks on May 18, 
subsequently tended by the male.  On May 19 the male was captured and rebanded 
GY:RW.  All three chicks were banded X:B, with metal USFWS bands covered with blue 
tape.  Based on the male’s existing USFWS band, it was determined that the bird had 
hatched and fledged from Siltcoos, Oregon, in 2012, making this pair of plovers first-
year breeders.   

 
Productivity checks and protocol surveys conducted in the following days and 

weeks failed to locate the chicks after May 19.  Both GY:RW (male) and GY:RR (female) 
were present during the week following hatch, but were not observed after May 23.  
Surveyors in Humboldt County reported GY:RR (female) at Clam Beach North on May 
28.  This bird made several more nesting attempts with different mates in Humboldt 
County during the 2013 breeding season, but apparently was unsuccessful in producing 
any additional chicks.  GY:RW (male) was not observed at Ten Mile or reported by other 
plover surveyors until an observation in Humboldt County on September 2, 2013.  Two 
days later GY:RW (male) was observed at Ten Mile beach, having joined the gathering 
winter flock. 

 
While the probability of one nest successfully producing chicks that reach fledge 

stage is low, State Parks staff and plover biologists still attempted to determine the 
cause of failure and to assess the management decisions made regarding 13TM01.  
During nest observations, multiple instances of potential disturbance were noted and/or 
averted.  Common ravens, known predators of plover eggs and chicks, were frequently 
observed both in flight and on the ground in the general area of the nest. Small flocks of 
whimbrels were also observed foraging near the nest.  Recently these birds have been 
reported to opportunistically predate plover eggs, and newly hatched chicks could 
potentially fall prey as well.  In addition to observations made by staff and volunteers 
during the nest watch, surveyors regularly noted tracks of common nocturnal predators 
such as skunk, fox, river otter, and coyote on the beach both during the nest watch and 
during plover surveys throughout the year.   

 
 Human activity was mostly confined to the area below the wrack line, and very 

little disturbance to the nest during incubation and brooding was observed.  Several 
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notable exceptions during the nest watch included two separate incidents of dogs off-
leash in the general area of the nest or chicks, a youth group using the adjacent dunes 
for a training run, and two visitors who walked through habitat after being directed to 
stay near the wet sand.  Nest watch participants approached the nest area from the 
beach, walking on wet sand until directed to the observation site by on-duty staff or 
volunteers who knew the current status and location of the plovers in order to avoid 
disturbance. The observation site was located over 75 meters from the nest.  In spite of 
a conscientious effort to minimize impacts, the arrival and departure of staff members 
and volunteers on a daily basis created trails of footprints leading to the observation 
site.  State Parks must consider the possibility that increased traffic at the site may have 
drawn attention to the area by predators. 

 
Dogs are prohibited on Ten Mile beach and in the dunes.  However, visitor 

compliance regarding the regulation has yet to be achieved, with many individuals 
professing ignorance despite signage, and some intentionally defying the regulation.  
State Park staff and SOS volunteers frequently encounter visitors with dogs or observe 
dog tracks during plover surveys and other work at Ten Mile.  Some visitors have been 
repeatedly contacted.  Dog tracks were observed in the foredunes immediately east of 
the nest site by plover biologists. 

 
The last sighting of GY:RW (male) with the three X:B chicks occurred shortly 

before high tide at a narrow stretch of beach backed with dunes stabilized by 
Ammophila.  Due to the encroachment of European beachgrass into the foredune and 
the resulting loss of habitat, as well as its concealment value for predators, it is also a 
possible factor in the failure of the 13TM01 nest and its chicks. 
 
 
Manchester State Park 
 

The Mendocino District’s goal is to conduct year-round monitoring at Manchester 
State Park.  Short staffing, multiple projects and a shortage of funding have meant that 
achieving this goal was a challenge in 2013.  However, the long term goal remains to 
collect data year-round. 

 
Brush Creek was surveyed 15 times in 2013.  Fourteen protocol-level surveys 

were completed at Alder Creek beach during the same time period, and the Lake Davis 
area was surveyed twice.  Thanks to the return of an experienced plover surveyor and 
the addition of another to Mendocino District staff in 2012, Mendocino District came 
closer to reaching the goal of consistent year-round surveys at Manchester.  However, 
continued financial and staffing challenges may make it difficult to reach and maintain 
an acceptable level of survey effort. 

 
Prior to 2003, when one nest was found at Brush Creek, no nesting attempts had 

been recorded at Manchester State Park.  The breeding season of 2006 had marked the 
fourth consecutive year with at least one nesting attempt on Brush Creek Beach.  In the 
summer of 2013, no nests were detected there. 
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DISCUSSION 
 
 In 2013 the Mendocino District continued to work toward its snowy plover 
recovery goals.  Surveys at MacKerricher and Manchester State Parks recorded plovers 
during most months of the year.  One nesting attempt was detected, on Ten Mile beach.  
The nest hatched, but the chicks did not survive to fledge. 
 
 The last year that snowy plovers fledged young in the Mendocino District was 
2004.  The District remains hopeful that both local and statewide management efforts 
will produce results – perhaps beginning in other areas, if not locally.   
  
 Based on banding records and subsequent sightings of adult birds, it is clear that 
the birds observed this year had come to Mendocino County from locations both north 
and south of our parks.  Since Mendocino beaches have not recently produced fledgling 
birds, and few if any adult plovers remain for the breeding season, for successful 
breeding to occur locally it is essential that breeding pairs are recruited from other 
areas.  It is assumed that Mendocino County beaches may eventually benefit from the 
breeding success in other areas, receiving birds that disperse from Oregon, Humboldt 
County, or elsewhere.   
 

Efforts continue to restore habitat for the western snowy plover along Ten Mile 
Beach.  Highly invasive and persistent, European beachgrass not only displaces native 
vegetation and obliterates plover habitat, but also alters dune topography.  Once it is 
removed, wind and waves resculpt the dunes into a much gentler slope and one that is 
more favorable to plover nesting.  A program (initiated in 2006) of herbicide application 
showed promise for complete eradication of Ammophila.  Currently herbicide use is 
suspended, and manual removal will be used for maintenance of previously-treated 
areas.  Eradication is not yet complete and conscientious follow-up will be necessary to 
completely remove the beachgrass.  In addition, manual removal of other invasive 
weeds (specifically iceplant and jubata grass) is ongoing. The work crews - staffed by 
Resources Park Aides and hardy volunteers - routinely return to work sites to eliminate 
new and outlier populations.  Restoration efforts continue and additional funding is 
continuously being sought to completely eradicate invasive plant species from the 
Natural Preserve.  
 
 The dunes at Manchester State Park are also overgrown with European 
beachgrass.  At Brush Creek and Alder Creek, plovers are observed on sand flats located 
between the wave slope and the creeks, which often run parallel to the shore.  At Lake 
Davis, plovers have previously been detected at the mouth of the drainage, often soon 
after the lake has breached. These areas are relatively free of European beachgrass, 
unlike the surrounding dunes.  Manchester State Park receives fewer visitors than many 
other plover nesting areas in the state, but the beaches are also small - moderate levels 
of disturbance can have a disproportionately large impact.  In order to increase the 
amount of suitable habitat for wintering and nesting plovers, a restoration project 
focused on the maintenance of existing habitat and the eradication of European 
beachgrass must be developed and implemented.  A proposal was submitted to DPR in 
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Sacramento (for submission to DFG) to fund a restoration project to remove Ammophila 
at Manchester; results of that application are pending. 
 
 One continued challenge includes large numbers of visitors from the nearby KOA 
campground.  Manchester State Park has 23 general campsites, 10 environmental 
campsites and one group campsite (with a maximum capacity of 40 people).  The KOA 
campground accommodates far more people, with 124 campsites (including cabins), 
whose occupants have nearby, free access to the state park.  These visitors have limited 
contact with State Parks staff and many have claimed to be unaware of State Park rules 
and regulations.  During this time of service reductions and understaffing, it is unlikely 
that adequate ranger patrols will be possible.  The budget crisis-related proposed 
closure of Manchester State Park (on hold now due to legislation) – which would not 
exclude visitors, but would severely decrease the presence of Parks staff – has the 
potential to detrimentally affect habitat quality and disturbance levels.  Natural 
resources staff have provided snowy plover brochures and maps showing where dogs 
are allowed and prohibited to KOA personnel, and have posted informative regulatory 
signs at the points where KOA campers most frequently access the park. 
 

This year, likely due to the installation of new Carsonite signs with regulatory 
decals in “problem” areas, there were more incidents of vandalism in comparison to 
recent years.  Approximately 8 signs were repaired or replaced at various locations.  All 
temporary signs installed at Seaside Beach were removed nearly immediately by vandals 
and were not replaced. 

  
 Despite efforts to inform the visiting public with additional regulatory signs, staff 
and volunteers often observed noncompliant visitors.  In addition, dog tracks, and horse 
hoof prints, were routinely detected in areas where the prohibition of those animals is 
clearly posted.  Anecdotal observation revealed a higher number of tracks of bikes 
having been dragged through the sand in the Ten Mile Dunes 2013, likely as a result of 
publicity around the upcoming restoration project.   
 
 The various acts of noncompliance and vandalism at MacKerricher and 
Manchester State Parks illustrate apathy, frustration, and/or hostility on the part of 
certain segments of the visiting population. While there is a continuing need for 
education and outreach, it is clear that some park visitors have no intention of 
cooperating or “sharing the beach” with plovers.  Regulatory signs are routinely ignored 
when visitors know they are unlikely to be caught.  For this reason adequate funding, 
staffing, and support for law enforcement must be provided.  
 
 In 2013, as in other years, State Parks staff and volunteers dismantled driftwood 
“forts” constructed by beach visitors in or near plover nesting habitat.  The building of 
these structures has the potential for serious impact on nesting plovers.  Visitors drag 
large pieces of driftwood through nesting habitat, which could potentially destroy nests 
and crush hiding chicks.  Often driftwood structures are covered with thatch-style roofs 
made from European beachgrass pulled from the nearby dunes.  In this way visitors 
inadvertently introduce this invasive weed to new sections of beach, further impacting 
plover habitat.  The forts provide perches for certain avian predators that may not 
otherwise be able to hunt easily in that location.  Finally, garbage is often associated 
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with these areas: beverage cans and bottles, food wrappers, cigarette packs and butts, 
human waste and other assorted refuse.  It is well documented that garbage can attract 
plover predators. 
 
 Equestrian use is another area of impact that continues to require consideration.  
Ricochet Ridge Ranch is a commercial concession that provides horseback riding at 
MacKerricher State Park.  Currently the owner of Ricochet Ridge has permission to 
conduct rides at Ten Mile Beach where plover nesting activity occurs.  While most of the 
guides respect the restrictions, some riders have been observed crossing through plover 
nesting habitat in spite of posted signs and a policy that is several years old requiring 
that equestrians ride on wet sand only.  At this point in time the concession agreement 
is renewed on a month-to-month basis, awaiting the initiation and completion of an 
environmental document for public review that is required before a long-term 
concession agreement can be established.  If the concession agreement is given a long-
term renewal, it will be necessary for State Parks to include restrictions to prevent 
impacts to (“take” of) western snowy plovers.  Restrictions should include a limitation on 
the number of riders per guided tour, number of rides per day, and measures to ensure 
that horses remain on the wet sand.  USFWS staff recommendations for the concession 
agreement call for detailed baseline and follow-up monitoring, in addition to limiting the 
rides to single individual guided tours, and single file rides. 
 
 The District has for many years considered disallowing horse access at 
Manchester State Park for several reasons, one of which is to decrease disturbance to 
snowy plovers.  (Lack of parking access for horse trailers at Alder Creek beach, as well 
as the closure of other access points to protect Point Arena Mountain Beaver habitat, will 
also affect this pending decision.) 
 
 Many private horseback riders enter the parks via unofficial access points or 
through private property.  They often profess ignorance when spoken to about the 
regulations regarding equestrian use in the parks.  Some riders have a deep sense of 
ownership based on historic use of the parks and resent any restrictions regardless of 
the reason.  In order to gain acceptance and understanding of the regulations regarding 
plover management, State Parks will need to find effective ways to communicate with 
the equestrian community and educate its members – perhaps working in a community-
forum format, to discuss management goals and improved compliance..  One step 
towards this goal should be the creation of a trail map that would clearly designate 
equestrian trails and access points for MacKerricher State Park, as well as explain riding 
etiquette and restrictions in plover habitat.  State Parks ranger staff and the 
concessionaire have expressed an interest in developing the map for future years.  A 
similar map for Manchester State Park would also be needed if equestrian use is allowed 
to continue.  Funding should be sought to complete these tasks.  One new idea 
proposed but not yet explored is that of a permitting system for individual riders.  
 
PEEC, an elementary education program which operates from MacKerricher, is also in 
the process of renegotiating its concession agreement to minimize environmental 
impacts.  Beginning in 2013, pre-visit surveys were conducted in order to prevent 
potential impacts to snowy plovers.  (When snowy plovers were detected on the beach, 
students were allowed to explore the dunes in areas that where disturbance would be 
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completely avoided.)  Limiting visits to one per week is another avoidance and 
minimization measure being negotiated. 
 
 
MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES for 2014 include: 
 

1. Initiate major restoration project at MacKerricher.  Natural Resources Division 
staff have secured funding for the Mendocino District to continue and expand 
habitat restoration activities in the Inglenook Fen - Ten Mile Dune Preserve.  
CEQA review is complete, nearly all permits have been obtained (the one 
pending is on the verge of approval), the contractor has been selected, and 
restoration activities should begin and be completed in 2014, with mitigation 
and maintenance continuing in subsequent years. 

2. Due to public controversy surrounding the use of herbicide at the Inglenook 
Fen – Ten Mile Dunes Preserve in association with the Rehabilitation project, 
at this time, manual removal will again be utilized as the main strategy for 
Ammophila eradication.  In 2014 as in 2013, assistance from inmate crews, 
CCC crews, natural resource Park Aides and volunteers will be needed to 
maintain the significant amount of removal work that has been accomplished 
to date. 

3. Working with MCAS, continue to seek funding for adequate monitoring of 
snowy plovers and their habitat. 

4. Continue to acquire and install sturdy, permanent signage regarding dog 
restrictions and other regulations affecting plovers for the following areas at 
MacKerricher and Manchester:  Ten Mile, Inglenook Creek, Ward Avenue, 
Virgin Creek, Alder Creek, Kinney Road day-use area, Lake Davis, Brush 
Creek and Stoneboro Road. 

5. Continue to install laminated interpretive signs with children’s artwork, 
provided by MCAS, as a supplement to regulatory signage. 

6. Continue to purchase and utilize, in appropriate areas (where signs may blow 
or wash away or are frequently vandalized), “Carsonite” posts with regulatory 
decals. 

7. Increase outreach and interpretive efforts regarding snowy plovers, including 
sturdier protection for interpretive panels and integration of snowy plovers 
into ongoing summer interpretive programs. 

8. Continue to submit newspaper articles and news releases regarding snowy 
plover management issues and beach restrictions in late winter or early 
spring to local publications such as the Fort Bragg Advocate-News and 
Mendocino Beacon.  Continue to encourage Mendocino Coast Audubon and 
SOS volunteers to send letters to the editor in support of plover recovery and 
shorebird conservation efforts. 

9. Continue to create, improve and distribute maps clearly delineating 
boundaries for dog access (see Appendix G and Appendix H for current 
maps).  Include equestrian use boundaries on future maps. 

10. Continue to participate in snowy plover predator subcommittee, and take 
action as necessary to address related issues. 

11. Continue to note numbers of Common Ravens near plover nesting habitat.  
Continue working with the local Audubon chapter to educate the public about 
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the negative impacts of feeding ravens and encouraging unnatural 
concentrations of these human-adapted predators. 

12. Continue obtaining consistent data by conducting year-round monitoring at 
both MacKerricher and Manchester State Parks. 

13. Address equestrian concession agreement for MacKerricher SP; initiate and 
complete environmental review if indicated.   

14. Build a larger base of volunteers, particularly those interested in outreach, 
public education and beach patrol, to encourage compliance and 
understanding among visitors. 

15. Address problem of visitors constructing driftwood structures in plover 
habitat, and associated garbage.  Continue to educate public about potential 
disturbance, damage, and attraction of predators to nests. 

16. Address problem of visitors flying kites, particularly the stunt-type, kite 
surfing, and paraglidig in plover habitat.  Educate public about potential 
disturbance and incorporate restrictions in “Superintendent Closure Orders” 
where appropriate. 

17. Make contact with Montessori Del Mar (formerly Three Rivers) elementary 
school near Virgin Creek beach to determine whether the school is planning 
to conduct activities on the beach, inform them about reducing potential 
disturbance, and possibly initiate a student stewardship program.  If activities 
in the Park are planned, encourage principal and instructors to utilize Virgin 
Creek beach for education and not merely recreation. 

 
 
ONGOING AND FUTURE ACTIONS 
 
 The District plans to continue conducting plover surveys at MacKerricher and 
Manchester State Parks to monitor population numbers and track population trends.  
Restoration efforts in the Ten Mile Dunes will continue as funding allows.  Recently 
funded Proposition 84 bond projects will allow for re-treatment of Ammophila and 
revegetation with native plants, as well as removal of the old logging road and culverts, 
designed to return the dune system to its natural processes.  Currently, monitoring and 
interpretation programs are operating from Prop 84 Natural Heritage Stewardship and 
Category 1 H Natural Resource Maintenance funds.  For 2012 through spring 2014, the 
District obtained $20,472 in Section 6 funding for surveys, interpretive programs and 
training. 
 
 Although the District has continued efforts this year to meet the goal of 
complying with federal and Departmental policies, guidelines, and directives regarding 
the protection and management of snowy plovers, more work is needed if recovery is to 
be achieved.  In an area with such limited plover presence and nesting, it only takes one 
park visitor with a dog harassing plovers, before or during the breeding season, to 
prevent successful nesting.  At this stage, the District is still challenged by considerable 
resistance to plover management policies and restrictions.  Increased enforcement, 
signage and fencing are necessary.  However, increased interpretation and education 
are also needed.  The Mendocino Coast Audubon Society has been very supportive of 
recovery efforts and we will continue to promote this partnership in 2014.  Improved 
monitoring of visitor activities is needed to determine whether the public is complying 
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with the plover protection regulations, or whether beach closures and other 
management and enforcement actions will be necessary.  Ultimately, the success of the 
District’s snowy plover management program will be dependent upon the amount of 
funding and staff time that can be devoted to habitat protection and restoration, public 
education, and enforcement of regulations. 



Date Park Unit  Location Start Time End Time Number of nests Number of plovers seen

1/22/2013 MacKerricher Ten Mile 820 1115 0 39

1/22/2013 MacKerricher Virgin Creek 1140 1220 0 0

2/12/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile 831 1155 0 38

3/21/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile 821 1215 0 26

3/21/2013 MacKerricher Ten Mile (back dunes) 905 1121 0 0

3/29/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile (back dunes) 931 1215 0 0

3/29/2013 MacKerricher Ten Mile 854 1302 0 20

4/3/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile (back dunes) 930 1132 0 0

4/3/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile 851 1218 0 16

4/10/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile 732 1028 0 13

4/10/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile (back dunes) 815 1118 0 0

4/23/2013 MacKerricher Ten Mile 903 1300 0 8

4/23/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile (back dunes) 944 1230 0 0

4/30/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile (back dunes) 845 1250 0 0

4/30/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile 905 1325 0 4

5/9/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile 804 1226 0 3

5/9/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile (back dunes) 1233 1354 0 0

5/14/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile (back dunes) 923 1047 0 0

5/14/2013 MacKerricher Ten Mile 915 1250 1 2

5/23/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile 802 1054 0 2

5/23/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile (back dunes - partial) 802 836 0 0

5/23/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile (back dunes - partial) 1102 1200 0 0

5/30/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile 730 1019 0 0

5/30/2013 MacKerricher Ten Mile (back dunes) 1026 1222 0 0

5/30/2013 MacKerricher Ten Mile (back dunes) 1000 1300 0 0

6/4/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile 823 1216 0 2

6/4/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile (back dunes) 1239 1515 0 0

6/12/2013 MacKerricher Ten Mile 730 1000 0 0

6/12/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile (back dunes) 845 1129 0 0

6/20/2013 MacKerricher Ten Mile 720 1012 0 1

6/20/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile (back dunes) 840 1220 0 0

6/26/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile 840 1225 0 0

6/26/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile (back dunes) 1244 1505 0 0

7/1/2013 MacKerricher Ten Mile 945 1345 0 0

7/1/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile (back dunes) 1006 1301 0 0

7/9/2013 MacKerricher Ten Mile to south of Fen Ck 940 1130 0 0

7/15/2013 MacKerricher Ten Mile to Ward Ave 800 1040 0

7/15/2013 MacKerricher Ten Mile (back dunes) 1048 ?

7/22/2013 MacKerricher Ten Mile (back dunes) 944 1211 0 0

7/22/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile 920 1309 0 14

7/30/2013 MacKerricher Ten Mile 857 1125 0 12

7/30/2013 MacKerricher Ten Mile (back dunes) 1131 1500 0 0

8/5/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile 836 1228 0 29

8/5/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile (back dunes) 1303 1505 0 0

8/12/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile (back dunes) 1013 1255 0 0

8/12/2013 MacKerricher Ten Mile 940 1325 0 27

8/19/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile (back dunes) 1043 1317 0 0

8/19/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile 1011 1345 0 30

8/26/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile (back dunes) 1005 1246 0 0

8/26/2013 MacKerricher Ten Mile 944 1420 0 34

9/3/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile (back dunes) 943 1228 0 0

9/3/2013 MacKerricher Ten Mile 840 1315 0 36

9/10/2013 MacKerricher  Ten Mile (back dunes) 901 1145 0 0

9/10/2013 MacKerricher Ten Mile 840 1245 0 35

Additional information may be available from California State Parks, Mendocino District:  707-937-5804



Date Park Unit  Location Start Time End Time Number of nests Number of plovers seen

1/24/2013 Manchester Brush Creek 1031 1315 0 7

2/20/2013 Manchester  Alder Creek 1029 1116 0 0

2/20/2013 Manchester Brush Creek 1205 1321 0 6

3/21/2013 Manchester Brush Creek 922 1051 0 2

3/21/2013 Manchester Alder Creek 1136 1220 0 0

4/2/2013 Manchester  Brush Creek 1032 1215 0 0

4/2/2013 Manchester  Alder Creek 1412 1500 0 0

4/17/2013 Manchester  Brush Creek 1230 1347 0 0

4/17/2013 Manchester  Alder Creek 1020 1112 0 0

5/14/2013 Manchester Brush Creek 950 1100 0 0

5/14/2013 Manchester Alder Creek 1310 1350 0 0

5/23/2013 Manchester  Brush Creek 1020 1338 0 0

5/23/2013 Manchester  Alder Creek 1015 1315 0 0

6/5/2013 Manchester Brush Creek 904 1036 0 0

6/5/2013 Manchester Alder Creek 1101 1138 0 0

6/18/2013 Manchester  Brush Creek 1315 1455 0 0

6/18/2013 Manchester  Alder Creek 1117 1226 0 0

7/2/2013 Manchester  Alder Creek 1331 1429 0 0

7/2/2013 Manchester  Brush Creek 1008 1135 0 0

7/15/2013 Manchester  Alder Creek 1330 1420 0 0

7/15/2013 Manchester  Brush Creek 1017 1150 0 0

7/30/2013 Manchester  Alder Creek 1023 1121 0 1

7/30/2013 Manchester  Brush Creek 1225 1350 0 0

8/15/2013 Manchester Brush Creek 920 1048 0 0

8/16/2013 Manchester Alder Creek 905 944 0 1

8/28/2013 Manchester Alder Creek 1050 1154 0 1

8/28/2013 Manchester Brush Creek 1314 1455 0 0

9/13/2013 Manchester Alder Creek 1045 1142 0 1

9/13/2013 Manchester Brush Creek 1302 1439 0 1

Additional information may be available from California State Parks, Mendocino District:  707-937-5804
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Save Our Shorebirds 
Director 

Contract Description 
 

Project Title:  Grassroots Habitat Conservation for Shorebirds at Important Bird Areas 
on the Pacific Coast of the Americas—Save Our Shorebirds (SOS) 
 
Agreement:  National Audubon Society, Inc. and Mendocino Coast Audubon Society 
(MCAS) 
 
Source of Funds:  Audubon’s funding for the Save Our Shorebirds (SOS) project is 
pursuant to a grant from the David and Lucile Packard Foundation 
 
Terms of Agreement with Save Our Shorebirds Director:  June – September, 2007  
                                                                                                    June – September, 2008 
 
Objectives:   

 Work toward at least a five percent increase in the number of watchlisted 
shorebirds between June 1, 2007 and September 30, 2008 in the Important Bird 
Area of MacKerricher State Park – particularly American Golden Plover, Pacific 
Golden-Plover, Black Oystercatcher, Whimbrel, Long-billed Curlew, Marbled 
Godwit, Black Turnstone, Surfbird, Red Knot, Short-billed Dowitcher and 
Heermann’s Gull. 

 To communicate with the public about shorebird conservation and measure that 
effectiveness by reducing detrimental interactions between shorebirds and people 

 To create a shorebird protection/conservation plan that will be implemented by 
volunteers.  The plan will be based on information learned in the summers of 
2007 and 2008 and will be submitted to State Parks Mendocino District for 
consideration 

 
Background:  Mendocino Coast Audubon Society volunteers have monitored shorebirds 
and participated in State Parks conservation programs for several years.  One volunteer, 
Dorothy “Toby” Tobkin, has reported Western Snowy Plover bird observations to Point 
Reyes Bird Observatory and State Parks since 1985.  Other volunteer activities have 
included major beach cleanups on Ten Mile Beach and removal by hand of more than 
2,000 invasive exotic jubata plants from the dunes considered critical habitat for the 
Western Snowy Plover on Ten Mile Beach.   
 
Contract description:  The Save Our Shorebirds Director will sign a contract with the 
Mendocino Coast Audubon Society by June 1, 2007 to cover a period between June 1, 
2007 and September 30, 2007.  The Save Our Shorebirds Director will sign a contract 
with the Mendocino Coast Audubon Society by June 1, 2008 to cover a period between 
June 1, 2008 and September 30, 2008. 
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The budgeted contract amount will be $7,500 for the summer (June 1 – September 30) of 
2007 and $7,500 for the summer (June 1 – September 30) of 2008.   
 
The contract requires the SOS Director to submit an invoice on the first day of each 
contracted month to the Mendocino Coast Audubon Society—a total of four invoices 
(June $1,875; July $1,875; August $1,875; and September $1,875) in 2007 and 2008.   
 
The contracted fee would represent total payment by the Mendocino Coast Audubon 
Society to the SOS Director. 
 
Requirements of the SOS Director:   
 

 Creation of a daily log that contains a casual shorebird count from Glass Beach, 
Virgin Creek Beach and Ten Mile Beach in MacKerricher State Park.  The 
information will be gathered by the SOS Director and volunteers.  The daily log 
will be based on an IBA protocol checklist provided by the State Parks Resources 
office 

 Collection of observations from volunteers about shorebird disturbance recorded 
on report sheets created by State Parks 

 A July 15 summary of daily log observations submitted to the Mendocino Coast 
Audubon Society who will make it available to State Parks 

 A shorebird protection/conservation plan based on volunteer service for 2008 
submitted by September 30, 2007 to the Mendocino Coast Audubon Society who 
will make it available to State Parks.  A shorebird protection plan based on 
volunteer service for MacKerricher State Parks beaches submitted to the 
Mendocino Coast Audubon Society by September 25, 2008 and made available 
to State Parks Mendocino District Office by September 30, 2008. 

 Participation in the Mendocino Coast Audubon Society conservation committee 
effort to produce stories and photographs for various publications and the 
California Audubon and Mendocino Coast Audubon Society websites. 

 Cooperation with Angela Martin, State Parks, in shorebird and Western Snowy 
Plover protection training 

 Participation in the State Parks Volunteer program during the summers of 2007 
and 2008 

 A physical presence on the three MacKerricher State Parks beaches that requires 
interaction with the public and a strong relationship with State Parks personnel, 
including Rangers 

 A working knowledge of the invasive plant removal program put into effect by 
State Parks in the Ten Mile Dunes Preserve 

 Participation in a Snowy Plover Training Workshop with Mad River Biologists 
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Timelines for the SOS Director: 
 

 June 1, 2007 – begin contract, submit first invoice to Mendocino Coast Audubon 
Society (submit to B. Bowen who will approve and give to Judy Steele, MCAS 
treasurer—please have local address on invoice where check can be sent) 

 July 1, 2007 – submit invoice for month of July to MCAS 
 July15, 2007 – submit summary of casual bird counts, shorebird disturbance 

observations of director and volunteers (this should be a one-two page summary 
of bird totals per species, any significant bird observations and a summary of 
major human, canine, equestrian or vehicle disturbances to shorebirds) 

 August 1, 2007 – submit invoice for month of August to MCAS 
 September 1, 2007 – submit invoice for month of September to MCAS 
 September 15, 2007—beach activity done for director, begin writing report (note 

volunteers will continue to be on beaches as much as possible through October 
31, 2007)   

 September 30, 2007 – submit shorebird protection/conservation plan for 
volunteers for 2008 to MCAS (who will make it available to State Parks).  The 
plan should be a recommendation for SOS volunteers for the following year based 
on casual bird counts and disturbance reports 

 The 2007 job finishes September 30, 2007 
 
 

 June 1, 2008 – begin contract, submit first invoice for the month of June  to 
MCAS 

 July 1, 2008 – submit invoice for month of July to MCAS 
 July 15, 2008 – submit summary of casual bird counts, shorebird disturbance 

observations of director and volunteers (short two-page or less summary) 
 August 1, 2008 – submit invoice for month of August to MCAS 
 September 1, 2008 – submit invoice for month of September to MCAS 
 September 15, 2008 – beach activity done for director, begin report writing (note 

volunteers will continue to be on beaches as much as possible through October 
31, 2008) 

 September 25, 2008 – submit shorebird protection/conservation plan for 
volunteers to MCAS.   By September 30, 2008, summarize the SOS program 
results, progress in a meeting with members of the MCAS Board of Directors, the 
State Parks District Superintendent, Senior State Parks Resource Ecologist and 
Western Snowy Plover Recovery State Parks Intern 

 The 2008 job finishes September 30, 2008  
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Contact for Mendocino Coast Audubon Society: 
 
Becky Bowen SOS Committee, Warren Wade MCAS Conservation Chair 

 
  



Mendocino District 
Audubon Save Our Shorebirds (SOS) Volunteer 

 
Duty Statement 

 
GOAL 
Save Our Shorebirds participants serve as State Parks volunteers with a goal of 
monitoring and protecting shorebirds on State Parks beaches in Mendocino 
County, especially those areas designated as Important Bird Areas recognized 
by the American Bird Conservancy and California Audubon.  Save Our 
Shorebirds is a program sponsored by the Mendocino Coast Audubon Society in 
cooperation with California State Parks.  The SOS Program will be in effect 
during major shorebird migration through the Mendocino Coast flyway—from 
June through September. 
 
TITLE  Save Our Shorebirds (SOS) Volunteer 
 
POSITION DESCRIPTION 

 Volunteer time to serve on these MacKerricher State Park Beaches: Glass 
Beach, Ten Mile Beach and Virgin Creek Beach (submit a record of 
volunteer hours served) 

 Maintain casual counts of shorebird species  
 Note and report observed shorebird disturbance (including wildlife, canine, 

equestrian and human activity) 
 Participate in nest/chick monitoring under supervision of State Parks if a 

viable nest occurs on a MacKerricher State Park beach of the Western 
Snowy Plover, a federally threatened bird 

 Submit record of observations to Angela Martin, State Parks, for record-
keeping and the SOS Director for Mendocino Coast Audubon Society 
archives 

 Maintain a physical presence on Glass Beach, Ten Mile Beach and Virgin 
Creek Beach that includes contact with park visitors who have questions 
or concerns about shorebirds 

 
SUPERVISOR District Environmental Scientist. 
 
REPORTS TO:  Environmental Services Intern or Environmental Scientist 
 
LOCATION: As initialed by volunteer 

 Mackerricher State Park 
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QUALIFICATIONS/SKILLS 

 Appreciation of shorebirds and interest in shorebird protection and 
conservation 

 Willingness to observe State Parks protocols and resource management 
programs 

 Ability to work unsupervised in the field and willingness to interact with 
public and State Parks staff 

 Physical fitness level to serve comfortably on beaches 
 
RESPONSIBILITIES 

 Attend State Park volunteer orientation training prior to beach duty 
 Wear approved identification as a State Park volunteer 
 Adhere to all State Parks regulations regarding public safety, 

environmental conservation and protection of natural resources 
 
RESTRICTIONS 

 Volunteers can observe, but not participate in physical contact with 
shorebirds.  U.S. Fish and Wildlife, Department of Fish and Game and 
State Parks certification is required for management activities with 
wildlife—especially listed species such as the Western Snowy Plover. 

 
 

  Snowy Plover Monitor specific requirements, if checked. 
 

 Attend Plover Monitoring policy and procedures training before engaging 
in monitoring activity.  Become knowledgeable regarding the policy.   

 
 Maintain a shift record of observations, incidents and public contacts. 

Record hours of volunteer service.  Notify the Volunteer Supervisor or 
Volunteer Lead Person of changes in availability due to illness, etc.   

 
 Make informational contacts with park visitors at Snowy Plover nesting 

sites regarding the species’ importance, habitat, life cycle, behavior and 
protection strategies.   

 
 Post and maintain warning notices as needed.  Report observations of 

incidents of humans or canine impacts on plover populations per 
established policy and procedure. 
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ADDITIONAL GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
 

 Wear an approved uniform and/or name tag while on duty.   
 
 

 Become informed about the District’s public safety protection goals and 
accident prevention strategies.  Inform the public about public safety tips 
to protect the park and the public while engaged in interpretation and 
recreation activity.  

 
REQUIRED TRAINING FOR ALL SOS VOLUNTEERS 
 
Attend introductory training as appropriate.     
 
TIME COMMITMENT  Seasonally by arrangement.   
 
BENEFITS Contact with people who share a common interest in our wildlife and 
our environment is one of the benefits of serving as a Save Our Shorebirds/State 
Parks volunteer.  You will meet kindred spirits and increase your bird 
identification skills.  You also will be able to observe and note changes, 
improvements and impacts on the critical habitat of the MacKerricher State Parks 
beaches and dunes.  Students are encouraged to consider volunteering in the 
Save Our Shorebirds program as community service.  Teachers are encouraged 
to consider the program for environmental science, biology or natural history 
credit. 
Volunteers receive an annual State Parks day use pass if they contribute 
200 or more hours in a calendar year, or a Mendocino District State Parks 
day use pass for contributing 75 hours or more. 
 

 You may circulate my phone number(s) and email address to other park staff 
and volunteers for networking and socialization. 
 
I have read and understand this Duty Statement: 
 
Park volunteer _________________________  Date__________ 
  
Supervisor   _________________________  Date__________ 
 
Title:   _________________________ (Must be State Park Supervisor) 
 



 



Location Name Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile Ten Mile

Latitude 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489 39.546489

Longitude 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311 123.762311

Observation Date Jan. 22, 2013 Feb. 1, 2013 Feb. 16, 2013 Mar. 16, 2013 Apr. 6, 2013 Apr. 10, 2013 Apr. 16, 2013 Apr. 27, 2013 Apr. 30, 2013 May 4, 2013 May 9, 2013 May 12, 2013 May 23, 2013 May 25, 2013 May 30, 2013 June 1, 2013 June 8, 2013 June 12, 2013 June 20, 2013 June 26, 2013 June 29, 2013 July 1, 2013 July 3, 2013 July 7, 2013 July 9, 2013 July 10, 2013 July 13, 2013 July 15, 2013 July 17, 2013 July 20, 2013  July 22, 2013 July 27, 2013 Aug. 3, 2013 Aug. 5, 2013 Aug. 7, 2013 Aug. 10, 2013 Aug. 14, 2013 Aug. 17, 2013 Aug. 19, 2013 Aug. 21, 2013  Aug. 24, 2013 Aug. 31, 2013 Sept. 3, 2013 Sept. 4, 2013 Sept. 8, 2013 Sept. 10, 2013 Sept. 11, 2013 Sept. 12, 2013 Sept. 15, 2013 Sept. 22, 2013  Sept. 28., 2013

Start Time 8:15 a.m. 8:15 a.m. 8 a.m. 8:15 a.m. 8:15 a.m. 7:30 a.m. 7:30 a.m. 8:45 a.m. 9 a.m. 7:45 a.m. 8 a.m. 8 a.m. 8 a.m. 7:45 a.m. 7:30 a.m. 8 a.m. 7:45 a.m. 7:30 a.m. 7:15 a.m. 8:45 a.m. 7:30 a.m. 9:45 a.m. 8:15 a.m. 8 a.m. 9:45 a.m. 7:45 a.m. 7:45 a.m. 8 a.m. 9:15 a.m. 8 a.m. 9:15 a.m. 7:45 a.m. 7:15 a.m. 8:30 a.m. 7:30 a.m. 7:15 a.m. 8 a.m. 7:15 a.m. 10:15 a.m. 8 a.m. 7:15 a.m. 7:15 a.m. 8:45 a.m. 8 a.m. 7:30 a.m. 8:45 a.m. 8:15 a.m. 8:15 a.m. 7:45 a.m. 8 a.m. 7:45 a.m.

State CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA

Country US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US

Protocol Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling

Number of Observers 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 3 1 1 1 2 1 1 2 1 1 3 1 1 2 1 2 3 1 1 3 1 3 1 1 2 2 1 2 2 1 2 1 2 2 2

Duration 3 hrs. 2.25 hrs. 2.25 hrs. 2.25 hrs. 2.25 hrs. 3 hrs. 2.5 hrs. 2.5 hrs. 4.25 hrs. 2.75 hrs. 4.5 hr. 2.5 hrs. 3 hrs. 2.5 hrs. 3 hrs. 2 hrs. 2.75 hrs. 2.5 hrs. 3 hrs. 3.75 hrs. 2 hrs. 4 hrs. 2.5 hrs. 2.5 hrs. 1.75 hrs. 2.5 hrs. 2.75 hrs. 2.75 hrs. 2.5 hrs. 2.25 hrs. 4 hrs. 2.75 hrs. 3.25 hrs. 4 hrs. 3.5 hr. 3.25 hrs. 3 hrs. 3.25 hrs. 3.5 hrs. 3.5 hrs. 3.25 hrs. 2.25 hrs. 4.5 hrs. 2.75 hrs. 2.5 hrs. 4 hrs. 2.5 hrs. 3.25 hrs. 2.75 hrs 2.25 hrs. 2.5 hrs.

All Observations Recorded? yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes no yes no yes yes no no yes yes no yes yes no yes yes no yes yes  yes yes yes no yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes no yes yes no yes no yes yes yes

Distance Covered 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi.  4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi. 4.5 mi.

Area Covered 4.5 mi.

Checklist Comments BAEA snag, river 3 harbor seals AML harbor seal harbor seals 6 CAGO 2 harbor seals BAEA on many BARS 2 river otters many BARS numerous harbor seal 5 COME many BARS Laughing Gull buzzed by skunk near dozens of 1 injured Raggedy at least 30 probably more probably more

pup carcass goslings many BARS, beach 5 CAGO goslings many CAGO BARS and VGSW river chicks River otter tracks rare ultralite very river; salmon BARS/beach SAND Brant BARS that 9 AMPI than 15 AMPI

MALL, CAGO harbor seal tracks/river 1 KILL chick near TM River low altitute shark carcass

vocalizing in surf

Acorn woodpecker many BARS

Allen's hummingbird

American avocet

American Bald Eagle 1 1

American bittern

American coot 4

American golden-plover

American goldfinch 2 1

American Kestrel 1

American pipit 2 4 9 15

American redstart

American robin 1 1

American white pelican

American widgeon 12 6

Ancient murrelet

Anna's hummingbird

Ash-throated flycatcher

Baird's sandpiper 4 4 4 1 4 4

Band-tailed pigeon

Barn Owl

Barn swallow 3 2 2 36 12 5 30 16 36 2 16 x

Bar-tailed godwit

Belted kingfisher 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Black oystercatcher 2 2 2 5 4 1

Black phoebe 1 1 1 1 1

Black scoter

Black turnstone 3 1 3 5 5

Black-and-white warbler

Black-bellied plover 6 2 3 1 2 3 2 10 4 1 3

Black-crowned night heron

Black-footed albatross

Black-headed grosbeak

Black-legged kittiwake

Black-necked stilt

Black-throated gray warbler

Black-vented shearwater

Blue-gray gnatcatcher

Blue-winged teal

Bobolink

Bonaparte's gull 1

Brandt's cormorant

Brant 1 3 1 1 1 1 3 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Brewer's blackbird 2

Brown creeper

Brown Pelican 3 8 5 3 1 6 4 21 211 57 1 13 2 10 9 2

Brown-headed cowbird

Buff-breasted sandpiper 1

Bufflehead 11 4 7 15 15

Buller's shearwater

Bullock's oriole

Burrowing owl

Bushtit

Cackling Goose 200 6 8 2 32 25

California gull

California quail 10 27 33 7 43 7 41 56 55 43 59 25 53 16 22 36 36 45 36 48 44

Canada goose 8 1 4 1 10 2 14 3 3 13 8 3

Canvasback 8 4 10 19

Caspian tern 3 10 2 20 11 1 1 4

Cassin's auklet

Cassin's kingbird

Cassin's vireo

Cattle egret 1

Cedar waxwing

Chestnut-backed chickadee

Chipping sparrow

Cinnamon teal

Clark's grebe

Clay-colored sparrow 150 50 150 200 15 100 50 50 62 25 15

Cliff swallow 25 150 250 150

Common goldeneye

Common Loon 17 1 1 15 26 25 20 14 12 6

Common merganser 4 1 1 13 5 4 2 13

Common moorhen

Common murre 6 14 17 4 9 11 8 3 3 6 7 1 4 15 11 6 5 3 4 6 17 1 12 10 17 12 8

Common raven 3 4 6 2 6 19 6 17 4 14 27 22 43 11 14 29 7 6 10

Common tern

Common yellowthroat

Cooper's hawk

Dark-eyed junco 10 4 1 12 5 3 6 2 4 5 1 1

Double-crested cormorant 4 8 16 29 12 4

Downy woodpecker 1

Dunlin 1 1 7 50 21 6 7

Eared grebe

Eastern kingbird

Eastern yellow wagtail 2

Elegant tern

Emperor goose

Eurasian widgeon

Eurasian collared dove

European starling

Ferruginous hawk

Fork-tailed storm petrel

Forster's tern

Fox sparrow

Franklin's gull

Gadwall

Glaucous gull

Glaucous-winged gull

Golden-crowned kinglet

Golden-crowned sparrow

Grasshopper sparrow 1 1 1 3 3 3 4 3 2 2 2 1 2 1 1

Great blue heron 1 2 3 1 1 1 1 2 1 3 2 2 2 3 3 1 2 2 1 3 1 1

Great egret 1 2 2 1 2 1

Great horned owl

Greater scaup

Greater white-fronted goose 1 2 1 1

Greater yellowlegs 2

Great-tailed grackle

Grebe sp.

Green heron

Green winged teal 21 17 8 22 7 10 10 6 2 17 3 20 3 6 26 121 81 25 270 73 174 45 29 8

Gull sp. 130 27 35 55 32 65 37 200 50 26 1 51 27 52 72 11 13 15

Hairy woodpecker

Harlequin duck 10 12 26 1 1 2 7 10 12 10 74 22 13 14 22 15 27 37 15 7 14 7 31 8 8 5

Heermann's gull 1

Hermit thrush

Hermit warbler

Herring gull

Hooded merganser

Horned grebe

Horned lark

Horned puffin

House finch

House wren

Hutton's vireo

Iceland gull 5 1 2 1 2 3 1 1 1 1 4 2 3 1 3 1 3 2 1 1 2 8 2 5 6

Killdeer 2 13 3 1 1 5 1 2 1 1 2 1 9 8 1

Lapland longspur

Lark bunting

Lark sparrow 1

Laughing gull

Laysan albatross 3 11 3 2 10 1 2 6 47 6 8 5 48 3 2 13 12

Least sandpiper 200 2

Least tern

Lesser goldfinch

Lesser nighthawk

Lesser scaup

Lesser yellowlegs

Lincoln's sparrow

Loggerhead shrike 2

Long-billed curlew 3

Long-billed dowitcher 1 2

Long-billed/Short-billed dowitcher

Long-billed murrelet

Long-tailed duck 3

Loon sp.

MacGillivray's warbler 4 15 2 5 10 10 5

Mallard 10 10 6 14 2 2 3 11 1

Marbled godwit 1

Marbled murrelet

Marsh wren

Merlin 1 1

Mew gull

Mountain bluebird

Mountain plover

Mourning dove

Nashville warbler

Nelson's sharp-tailed sparrow

Northern flicker

Northern fulmar 1

Northern harrier

Northern pintail

Northern pygmy-owl

Northern rough-winged swallow

Northern shoveler

Northern shrike

Northern waterthrush

Olive-sided flycatcher

Orange-crowned warbler 2 2 1 1 1 1 3 1 1 1

Osprey 2 2 4 1 1 2 1 3 2 2 3 1

Pacific loon

Pacific Golden Plover

Pacific-slope flycatcher

Palm warbler

Parasitic jaeger 2

Pectoral sandpiper 17 2 3 12 4 25 5 37

Peep 20 1 1 3

Pelagic cormorant 1 1

Peregrine Falcon 1 1

Pied-billed grebe

Pigeon guillemot

Pileated woodpecker

Pine siskin

Pink-footed shearwater

Pomarine jaeger

Prairie Falcon

Purple finch 2 4 4

Purple martin 4 35 5 1 8 5 7 1

Pygmy nuthatch

Raptor sp.

Red crossbill

Red knot

Red phalarope

Red-breasted merganser 1

Red-breasted nuthatch

Red-breasted sapsucker

Redhead

Red-necked grebe 1

Red-necked phalarope

Red-shouldered hawk 1

Red-tailed hawk 2 1

Red-throated loon

Red-throated pipit

Red-winged blackbird

Rhinoceros auklet

Ring-billed gull

Ring-necked duck

Rock pigeon

Rock sandpiper

Rock wren

Ross' goose

Rough-legged hawk

Ruby-crowned kinglet

Ruddy duck 1

Ruddy turnstone

Rufous hummingbird

Sabine's gull

Sage thrasher

Sanderling 175 109 113 105 110 250 8 61 36 123 1 1 12 5 50 200 50 14 150 8 15 25 20 15 27 10 11 22 92 63 22 25

Savannah sparrow

Say's phoebe

Scoter sp.

Semipalmated plover 4 11 400 29 3 1 2 1 6 6 15 35 17 25 24 33 11 12 19 1 38 41 22 3 2 26 12 34

Semipalmated Sandpiper

Sharp-shinned hawk

Sharp-tailed sandpiper

Short-billed dowitcher

Short-eared owl

Short-tailed shearwater

Snow bunting

Snow goose

Snowy egret 1 1 1 1

Snowy plover 36 38 28 23 12 13 13 6 4 3 2 1 2 14 10 15 29 24 20 25 8 30 25 21 24 36 32 33 35 26 29 26 41 38

Solitary sandpiper

Song sparrow 1

Sooty shearwater

Sora

Spotted sandpiper 1 2

Spotted towhee

Steller's jay

Stilt sandpiper

Surf scoter 2 1 20

Surfbird 9 8

Swainson's thrush

Thayer's gull 2

Townsend's warbler

Tree swallow

Tricolored blackbird

Tropical kingbird

Tundra swan

Turkey vulture 8 1 1 1 1 1 3 3 1 1 5

Varied thrush 1 3 4 2

Vaux's swift

Vesper sparrow

Violet-green swallow

Virginia Rail

Virginia's warbler

Wandering tattler

Warbling vireo

Western bluebird

Western grebe 1

Western gull 6 2 2 17 17 12

Western kingbird

Western meadowlark

Western sandpiper 41 113 105 315 8 55 371 253 100 6 39 10 260 4 2 25 160 10 21 4 20 19

Western Scrub-Jay (Coastal) 50 700 40 4 6

Western tanager 2 2

Western wood-pewee

Whimbrel 3 4 1 2 1 4 2 1 1 4 2

White-breasted nuthatch 1 15 50 6 4 6 1 1

White-crowned sparrow 1 1 4

White-faced ibis 2 11

White-tailed kite

White-winged scoter

Wild Turkey

Willet 2

Willow flycatcher

Wilson's phalarope

Wilson's snipe

Wilson's warbler

Winter wren 1 1

Wood duck

Wrentit 1 1

Yellow warbler 1

Yellow-headed blackbird

Yellow-rumped warbler 25

Yellow-throated vireo



Location Name Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek Virgin Creek

Latitude 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963 39.4720963

Longitude 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245 123.804245

Observation Date Jan. 4, 2013 Jan. 7, 2013 Jan. 11, 2013 Jan. 18, 2013 Jan. 22, 2013 Jan. 25, 2013 Jan. 30, 2013 Jan. 31, 2013 Feb. 1, 2013 Feb. 5, 2013 Feb. 8, 2013 Feb. 15, 2013 Feb. 22, 2013 Mar. 1, 2013 Mar. 8, 2013 Mar. 11, 2013 Mar. 15, 2013 Mar. 22, 2013 Mar. 29, 2013 Apr. 1, 2013 Apr. 5, 2013 Apr. 12, 2013 Aprl. 19, 2013 Apr. 19, 2013 Apr. 26, 2013 May 3, 2013 May 4, 2013 May 7, 2013 May 10, 2013 May 17, 2013 May 24, 2013 May 27, 2013 May 31, 2013 June 3, 2013 June 10, 2013 June 14, 2013 June 20, 2013 June 24, 2013 June 28, 2013 July 1, 2013 July 2, 2013 July 3, 2013 July 5, 2013 July 6, 2013 July 9, 2013 July 10, 2013 July 11, 2013 July 12, 2013 July 13, 2013 July 16, 2013 July 17, 2013 July 18, 2013 July 19, 2013 July 20, 2013 July 22, 2013 July 23, 2013 July 24, 2013 July 25, 2013 July 26, 2013 July 27, 2013 July 29, 2013 July 30, 2013 July 31, 2013 Aug. 1, 2013 Aug. 2, 2013 Aug. 3, 2013 Aug. 6, 2013 Aug. 7, 2013 Aug. 8, 2013 Aug. 9, 2013 Aug. 10, 2013 Aug. 12, 2013 Aug. 13, 2013 Aug. 14, 2013 Aug. 15, 2013 Aug. 16, 2013 Aug. 17, 2013 Aug. 19, 2013 Aug. 20, 2013 Aug. 21, 2013 Aug. 22, 2013 Aug. 23, 2013 Aug. 24, 2013 Aug. 26, 2013 Aug. 27, 2013 Aug. 28, 2013 Aug. 29, 2013 Aug. 30, 2013 Aug. 31 Sept. 2, 2013 Sept. 3, 2013 Sept. 4, 2013 Sept. 5, 2013 Sept. 6, 2013 Sept. 8, 2013 Sept. 9, 2013 Sept. 10, 2013 Sept. 12, 2013 Sept. 14, 2013 Sept. 27, 2013 Sept. 18, 2013 Sept. 24, 2013 Sept. 25, 2013 Sept. 27, 2013

Start Time 10:45 a.m. 2 p.m. 10:45 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 11:30 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 2 p.m. 10:45 a.m. 10 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 9:15 a.m. 11 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 12:30 p.m. 10:30 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 9:15 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 11 a.m. 12:30 p.m. 10:45 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 9:15 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 2 p.m. 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 10 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 9:15 a.m. 10 a.m. 8:30 a.m. 1 p.m. 10:30 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 10 a.m. 8:30 a.m. 10 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 9:15 a.m. 10 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 8:15 a.m. 11 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 8:15 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 8:15 a.m. 11:15 a.m. 9 a.m. 8 a.m. 9 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 1:30 p.m. 10:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 2:45 p.m. 9:30 a.m. 8:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m. 8:45 a.m. 10 a.m. 10:15 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 1:15 p.m. 10:45 a.m. 8:30 a.m. 11:15 a.m. 9 a.m. 9 a.m. 11 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 10:15 a.m. 3:30 p.m. 9 a.m. 8:30 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 8:45 a.m. 9:15 a.m. 9 a.m. 9 a.m. 8 a.m. 1:45 p.m. 9 a.m. 8 a.m. 9 a.m. 9 a.m. 10:45 a.m.

State CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA CA

Country US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US US

Protocol Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling Traveling

Number of Observers 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 2 1 1 2 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 2 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 2 3 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 2 3 1 1 1 3 1 2 1 1

Duration 1.25 hrs. .75 hr. 1.5 hrs. 1.5 hrs. .75 hr. 1 hr. 1.5 hr. .75 hr. 1.25 hr. 1 hr. .75 hr. 1.25 hr. 1.5 hrs. 1.5 hrs. 1.5 hours. 1 hr. 1 hr. 1.5 hr. 1.5 hrs. 1 hr. 1.25 hrs. 1.5 hrs. 1.5 hrs. 1 hr. 1.25 hrs. 1.25 hrs. 1.5 hr. 1 hr. 1.25 hr. 1.25 hr. 1.25 hrs. 1.25 hr. 1.25 hrs. 1 hr. 2 hr. 1 hr. 1 hr. 1 hr. 1.25 hrs. 1.5 hrs. 2.5 hrs. 45 min. 1.5 hr. 2.25 hrs. 2 hrs. 1 hr. 1.5 hr. 1.5 hrs. 2 hrs. 2 hrs. 1.25 hrs. 1.75 hrs. 1.75 hrs. 2.25 hrs. 1.5 hrs. 2.75 hrs. 1.75 hrs. 1.75 hrs. 1.5 hrs. 2 hrs. 1.75 hrs. 2.5 hrs. 1.25 hrs. 1.25 hr. 1.25 hr. 1.5 hrs. 2 hrs. 1.75 1.5 hrs. 2 hrs. 1.75 hrs. 1.25 hrs. 1.5 hrs. 1.25 hrs. 1.5 hrs. 1.75 hrs. 1.5 hrs. .5 hr. 2.25 hrs. 1.5 hrs. 1.5 hrs. 2 hrs. 2 hrs. 1.25 hr. 2.25 hrs. 1 hr. 1.5 hr. 1.5 hrs. 1.5 hrs. 1 hr. 2.5 hrs. 1.25 hrs. 1.5 hrs. 1.5 hrs. 1.75 hrs. 1.25 hrs. 3 hrs. 1.75 hrs. 1.75 hrs. 2.5 hrs. 1.25 hrs. 2.5 hrs. 1.25 hrs. 1.5 hrs.

All Observations Recorded? no yes no no yes no yes no no yes no no no no no yes no no no yes no no no yes no no yes no no no no yes no yes yes no yes no yes no yes no no yes no no yes no yes no no yes yes no yes yes no yes yes no yes no no yes no yes no no yes no yes yes no no yes no no yes no no yes no no yes no no yes no no yes no no yes no no no yes no yes no yes no

Distance Covered 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi. 1.5 mi.

Area Covered

Checklist Comments 7 harbor seals loon carcass 12 harbor seals no gulls one-legged SAND gravely wounded 6 harbor seals SEPA near DO sp. Cack. Goose 3 KILL chicks 3 KILL chicks DUNL in harbor seals numerous BLOYs display 20 harbor RNPH in 5 KILL chicks 15 harbor 11 harbor 19 harbor 1 KILL chick 16 harbor 5 harbor seals 23 harbor 2 KILL chicks 9 harbor seal carcass 1 juv. RNPH blackbirds 1 harbor seal

3 harbor seals Sanderling Cackling Geese Ward Ave. in flight HADU pair breeding plum. on rocks; 3 BARS on beach harbor seals on seals/rocks breeding plum. seals/rocks seals/rocks seals/rocks seals/rocks on rocks seals/rocks seals/rocks on beach mixed RWBL

5 harbor seals in flight;2 pair BRPE flying mallard chicks; on rocks; many long-tailed 55 CAGO at and Brewer's

HADU       many WCSP WCSP weasel Pudding Cr. blackbirds

Acorn woodpecker 2 1 4 2 2 2 3 3 3 2 2

Allen's hummingbird 2 1 2

American avocet

American bittern

American coot

American golden-plover

American goldfinch 4 1 2 4 6 3 4 7 6 11 9 4

American Kestrel 1 1

American pipit 1 2

American redstart

American robin 1 1 2 2 3 2 2 2 3 1

American white pelican

American widgeon

Ancient murrelet

Anna's hummingbird 2 1 1 6 1 5 1 1 4 2 3 2 1

Ash-throated flycatcher

Baird's sandpiper 1 1

Band-tailed pigeon

Barn Owl

Barn swallow x 2 3 19 7 9 22 2 8 8 4 6 5 11 12 12 17 8 8 13 15 13 15 22 45 15 5 5 5 3 18

Bar-tailed godwit

Belted kingfisher 2 1 1 1 1

Black oystercatcher 6 1 4 6 3 5 2 7 4 3 3 6 4 7 2 8 6 4 2 8 4 6 2 9 3 5 3 10 6 6 5 4 4 4 7 4 3 5 30

Black phoebe 2 1 3 1 1 1 9 10 3 2 10 4 3 1 6 3 6 2 8 5 6 2 5 5 5 6 5 6 2 3 3 12 5 6 1 3 5 6 4 3 6 3 4 2 6 2 2 6 4 3 4 4 3 2 1 2 2 5 2 4 6 2 5

Black scoter 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1

Black turnstone 11 26 8 29 10 12 7 6 5 31 31 22 17 45 41 3 32 7 7 13 1 2

Black-and-white warbler 1 1 1 2 3 22 3 8 2 7 1 1 6 8 26 2 7 3 2 11 16 4 3 3 4 6 9 4 10 2 6 8 2 7 6 7 1 6 2 8 5 9

Black-bellied plover 21 23 40 7 25 27 29 38 36 19 26 26 15 5 5 8 2 1 3 4 1 1 10 6 3 2 2 1

Black-crowned night heron 1 1 1 1 4 1 5 18 2 9 1 1 3 12 1 9 8 23 11 18 16 20 16 19 25 3 6 5 4 11 3 1 15 18 10 5 17 4 2 23 16 21 26 26 4 1 6 20

Black-footed albatross

Black-headed grosbeak

Black-legged kittiwake 2 1

Black-necked stilt

Black-throated gray warbler

Black-vented shearwater

Blue-gray gnatcatcher

Blue-winged teal 2

Bobolink

Bonaparte's gull 1

Brandt's cormorant 2

Brant 23 1 2 4 3 3 4 4 23 6 9 7 4 2 12 1

Brewer's blackbird 4 2 2 5 1

Brown creeper 6 7 6 12 3 3 3 4 5 5 7 10 6 7 5 12 12 5 30

Brown Pelican 4 54

Brown-headed cowbird 2 2 7 32 10 50 98 83 14 10 5 5 6 15 1

Buff-breasted sandpiper 3 2 1

Bufflehead 2

Buller's shearwater

Bullock's oriole

Burrowing owl

Bushtit 5 6

California gull 150 4 5

California quail 35 85 3 2 4 5 3 6 8 7 3 3 2 7 2 4 2 14 2 12 5 50 42 7 3

Canada goose 6 5

Canvasback 3 6 4 4 8 9 18 15 20 21 4 14 6 13 7 5 23 30 28 6 14 12 14 9 7

Caspian tern

Cassin's auklet 2 1 1 3 4 1 9 2 2 6 2

Cassin's kingbird

Cassin's vireo

Cattle egret

Cedar waxwing

Chestnut-backed chickadee 1 15

Chipping sparrow 1 2 4 6 3 2 4 2 3 3 2

Cinnamon teal

Clark's grebe

Clay-colored sparrow

Cliff swallow

Common goldeneye

Common Loon

Common merganser

Common moorhen

Common murre

Common raven 3 3 5 5 2 11 1 4 5 1 9 3 11 4 5 2 3 10 20 15

Common tern 2 8 10 14 8 3 6 2 3 9 5 3 1 2 2 1 5 9 4 3 2 7 6 4 7 2 3 6 4 3 4 4 3 4 2 2 2 5 2 6 6 6 2 4 7 5 4 8 4 4 6 2 4 3 4 6 7 3 6 7 6 3 13 6 4 6 9 9 4 4

Common yellowthroat

Cooper's hawk

Dark-eyed junco

Double-crested cormorant 1 6 1 4

Downy woodpecker

Dunlin 1 1 1 1 1 1

Eared grebe 1 1 1 16

Eastern kingbird

Eastern yellow wagtail 1 7 11 11 4 1 1

Elegant tern

Emperor goose

Eurasian widgeon

Eurasian collared dove 3

European starling 2

Ferruginous hawk

Fork-tailed storm petrel 2 4 1 2

Forster's tern 1 5 12 5 10 10 10

Fox sparrow

Franklin's gull

Gadwall

Glaucous gull

Glaucous-winged gull 1

Golden-crowned kinglet

Golden-crowned sparrow

Grasshopper sparrow 1

Great blue heron 3

Great egret 1

Great horned owl

Greater scaup 1 1 2 3

Greater white-fronted goose 1 2 1 2

Greater yellowlegs 2 2

Great-tailed grackle

Grebe sp.

Green heron 1 1 1 2 1 2

Green winged teal

Gull sp. 16 20 37 10 15 77 32 15 8 28 7 12 21 62

Hairy woodpecker 1

Harlequin duck 2 2 4 2 2

Heermann's gull 3 19 38 34 16 7 30 20 4 16 15 55 78 60 5 18 13 12 9 20 3 10 16 15 8 33 22 15 8 14 26 5 49 42 4 22 5 26 45 16 21 40 28 35 10 65 25 21 68 18 50 80 87 154 98 79 150 148 150 144 30 51 170 170 20 162 62 55

Hermit thrush 1 1 1 1

Hermit warbler 4 2

Herring gull 2 2 4 12 4 14 2 4 32 21 14 3 3 6 17 11 1 16 8 10 2 10 5 1 6 4 3 7 1 1 16 5 11 1 1 1 4 2 9 6 6 1 12 2 6 7 3

Hooded merganser

Horned grebe

Horned lark 1

Horned puffin

House finch

House wren

Hutton's vireo

Iceland gull 2

Killdeer 2 2 3 2 2 3 5 3 2 1 2 1 1

Lapland longspur

Lark bunting 1

Lark sparrow 3 4 2 2 6 2 5 6 8 4 1 2 2 3 5 6 5 6 10

Laughing gull

Laysan albatross 7 5 3 6 4 4 6 4 10 9 4 2 6 8 3 8 4 4 3 6 3 21 4 3 4 5 3 2 7 6 5 4 3 6 9 5 6 5 1 3 7 8 5 6 6 10 2 9 9 2 6 2 5 4 6 6 9 4 6 7 12 8 4 6 8

Least sandpiper

Least tern

Lesser goldfinch

Lesser nighthawk 1 19 8 1 1 1

Lesser scaup

Lesser yellowlegs 2 2 8 55 9 4 1 12 9 2 7 5 3 2 6 3 2 12 5 5 8 5 11 16 1 60 20 33 14 7 2 1 9 22 4 5 2 5 8 11 8 26 3 24 3 3

Lincoln's sparrow

Loggerhead shrike

Long-billed curlew 1

Long-billed dowitcher

Long-billed/Short-billed dowitcher 1 1 3 1 2 2 2 1 2 3 1 2

Long-billed murrelet 1 1

Long-tailed duck 2 2 1

Loon sp. 20 1 1 4 1 1 2 4 1 3 1 2 1

MacGillivray's warbler 2 1 1 2

Mallard 1 11 1 1 5

Marbled godwit 1

Marbled murrelet

Marsh wren 4 5 4 1 6 15 11

Merlin 1 1

Mew gull 2 1 5 6 7 9 4 15 14 3 8 12 6 12 36 16 13 15 17 11 15 12 12 24 35 12

Mountain bluebird 1 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 5 3 5 5 4 3 7 5 5 7

Mountain plover

Mourning dove

Nashville warbler 1

Nelson's sharp-tailed sparrow

Northern flicker 1

Northern fulmar

Northern harrier 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 3 7 13 3

Northern pintail 5

Northern pygmy-owl

Northern rough-winged swallow 1 1 1

Northern shoveler

Northern shrike 1

Northern waterthrush 1 3

Olive-sided flycatcher

Orange-crowned warbler

Osprey

Pacific loon

Pacific Golden Plover

Pacific-slope flycatcher 1 1 1 2

Palm warbler 4 1 1 1

Parasitic jaeger 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Pectoral sandpiper 1

Peep 6

Pelagic cormorant 4 1 1 1 1

Peregrine Falcon 1

Pied-billed grebe 3

Pigeon guillemot 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2

Pileated woodpecker 7 3 36 15 15 4 3 10 12 14 1 15 25 70 11 12

Pine siskin 1 1 2 3 5 4 2 1 10 1

Pink-footed shearwater 1 1 1

Pomarine jaeger

Prairie Falcon 2 2 1

Purple finch

Purple martin

Pygmy nuthatch

Raptor sp.

Red crossbill

Red knot 3 2 3 2 1 2

Red phalarope

Red-breasted merganser 8 5 3 3 4 5 5 5

Red-breasted nuthatch

Red-breasted sapsucker

Redhead 1

Red-necked grebe 1

Red-necked phalarope

Red-shouldered hawk

Red-tailed hawk 1 1

Red-throated loon

Red-throated pipit

Red-winged blackbird 2 200 3 4 2 40 1 3 2 1

Rhinoceros auklet 1 1

Ring-billed gull

Ring-necked duck

Rock pigeon

Rock sandpiper 2 1 1 1 1 2 1

Rock wren

Ross' goose

Rough-legged hawk

Ruby-crowned kinglet 2

Ruddy duck

Ruddy turnstone

Rufous hummingbird

Sabine's gull

Sage thrasher

Sanderling 35 22 21 27 50 30 55 88 16 73 35 65 10 71 7 59 41 29 1

Savannah sparrow 2 1 1 3 2 3 3 1 1 1 1 1 1

Say's phoebe

Scoter sp. 62 32 28 17 10 73 98 78 36 1 2 1

Semipalmated plover 6 1 1

Semipalmated Sandpiper

Sharp-shinned hawk 2 7 37 25 1 4 4 2 15 4 31 16 3 24 10 31 14 8 2 11 4 3 8 20 5 40 5 11 65 1 23 47 58 8 7 16 20 3 6 62

Sharp-tailed sandpiper 1 7 26 19 8 7 4 1 1 2 1 2 5 1 1 4 3 6

Short-billed dowitcher

Short-eared owl 3

Short-tailed shearwater 1 2 7 1 6 8 2 7 15 5 17 12 9 1 4 2 3 4 2 3 2 4 1 1 2 2 4 2 1 2 5 16 10 3 6 8 5 7 5 5 3 3 19 7 17 2

Snow bunting 2 1 1 1 1

Snow goose

Snowy egret

Snowy plover 24 7 1 1 1 1 3 1 2 2

Solitary sandpiper

Song sparrow 1

Sooty shearwater

Sora

Spotted sandpiper 5 1 2 1 1 1 3

Spotted towhee 1 1 1 2 2 1 1

Steller's jay 1

Stilt sandpiper 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 2 1 2 1 2 1

Surf scoter 3 1

Surfbird 21 10 1 1 9 11 3 7 5 1

Swainson's thrush 1 2 1 1

Thayer's gull 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 2 1

Townsend's warbler 2 1 1 1 1 1 1

Tree swallow

Tricolored blackbird

Tropical kingbird 2 6 18 11 5 4 1 7 2 1

Tundra swan 1 1 1 1 1 1

Turkey vulture 5 2 3 3 10

Varied thrush 1

Vaux's swift

Vesper sparrow 1 5 1 6

Violet-green swallow

Virginia Rail

Virginia's warbler

Wandering tattler 1 2 5 2 2 3 5 2 3 2 2 2 3 2 4 1 9 2 2

Warbling vireo

Western bluebird

Western grebe

Western gull 2 3

Western kingbird

Western meadowlark 30 12

Western sandpiper 1 7 1

Western Scrub-Jay (Coastal)

Western tanager

Western wood-pewee 14 14 2 6 1 3

Whimbrel 8 1 1 4 8 10 4 3 4 5 9 9 7 1 14 12 6 18 16 18 23 13 11 10 22 14 18 19 11 33 35 21 60 54 60 75 65 45 80

White-breasted nuthatch 1

White-crowned sparrow 12 4 13

White-faced ibis 8 3 5 5 4 17 6 8 3 3 8 2 7 1 4 13 23 7 29 70 84 41 42 10 21 82 26 2 12 20 33 28 24 36 10 9 5 11 9 12 1 3 2 13 4 5 2 46 4 2 11 5 8 45 30 45 18 2 9 1 17 25 5 7 9 5 7 14 65 13 37 48 22 1 2

White-tailed kite 1 1 1 2 3 1 1 3 2 1 3 1 2

White-winged scoter 4 11 12 3 13 2 2

Wild Turkey 1

Willet 1 1 1 8 12 5 16 10 9 17 14 5 11 4 15 11 7 5 11 13 2 6 3 15 10 11 2 6 7 7 11 2 8 9 5 5 4 16 8 9 5 2 4 14 9 3 1 1 2 5 7 9 4 3 4 6 6 7 5 1 9 8 3 5 3

Willow flycatcher

Wilson's phalarope 10 2 2 1 25 6 1 14 2 16 6 3 10 9 5 2 6 5 5

Wilson's snipe 1 1 1 1

Wilson's warbler 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Winter wren

Wood duck

Wrentit 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Yellow warbler 1

Yellow-headed blackbird

Yellow-rumped warbler 12 15 12 36 1 1

Yellow-throated vireo

3 1 2 1 3 4 1 2 2 2 2



SOS Data 2013

Date Location Total Hrs. Tide Cloud cover Wind Precip

Stationary: 

wet sand

Stationary: 

dry sand

Stationary: 

dunes

Stationary: 

total

Walkers: 

wet sand

Walkers: 

dry sand

Walkers: 

dunes

Walkers: 

total

Dogs: on leash 

wet sand

Dogs: on leash 

dry sand

Dogs: on 

leash dunes

Dogs: on 

leash total

Dogs: off 

leash wet 

sand

Dogs: off leash 

dry sand

Dogs: off leash 

dunes

Dogs: off leash 

total

Dogs: 

total

Equestrians: 

wet sand

Equestrians: 

dry sand

Unauthorized 

vehicle(s)?

Reported

? Notes/additional info

4/1/2013 VC 1 incoming cloudy calm 0 3 5 8 2 2 1 1 3 dog tracks entire beach

4/5/2013 VC 1.25 falling partly cloudy mild wind 2 2 13 20 33 3 3 1 1 4 people on on-shore rocks (fewer birds), off-leash dog on beach

4/6/2013 TM 4.5 incoming cloudy calm foggy 0 0 0 0 0 dog tracks plover habitat near TM River and Inglenook Creek

4/10/2013 TM 3 incoming partly cloudy light breeze foggy 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 dog tracks on beach

4/12/2013 VC 1.5 rising clear mild wind  0 10 9 19 0 0 0 small airplane flew along beach heading south Number on wind N7203A .  Sanderlings seemed to be bothered by it.  The other shorebirds--no.

4/15/2013 GB 1 low partly cloudy stiff 0 1 8 9 0 0 0 people on rocks so no shorebirds on on-shore rocks where we usually find some

4/16/2013 TM 2.5 low clear stiff wind 0 2 2 0 0 0 Dog tracks (several sets)

4/19/2013 VC 1.5 falling clear mild wind 2 2 4 6 24 30 3 3 0 3 family with kids on beach probably flushed peeps, but dowitchers continued to feed

4/19/2013 VC 1 outgoing partly cloudy light breeze 1 1 7 7 3 3 0 3 dog tracks wet sand

4/22/2013 GB 1.25 incoming clear calm 2 2 5 3 10 18 1 0 1 people on beach flushed Black Turnstones

4/26/2013 VC 1.25 rising cloudy mild wind 0 4 30 34 3 3 0 3 none observed

4/27/2013 TM 5 incoming cloudy calm misty 0 1 8 9 0 0 0 dog tracks entire length of beach

4/29/2013 GB 1 incoming clear stiff wind 0 6 6 0 1 1 1 none observed--too windy for walkers AND birds

4/30/2013 TM 4.25 incoming high clouds 10-16 mph 0 2 2 0 0 0 bicycle and horse tracks in dry sand/plover habitat.  Bikes appeared to be dragged from haul road near Ingleook Creek across sand to shoreline.  Horses in dry sand may have been due to recent spring tides, which tend to be higher.  Driftwood structure had been assembled by dragging large pieces of wood through habitat for considerable distances on the south side of Fen Creek.  Surveyor disassembled and grumbled.

5/3/2013 VC 2.50 falling clear, high haze slight wind 0 5 1 15 21 0 0 0 none observed

5/4/2013 TM 5.50 outgoing clear, high haze slight breeze 0 2 2 0 0 0 dog tracks Inglenook & Fen Creeks

5/4/2013 VC 1.50 outgoing clear stiff SSW breeze 4 4 7 5 22 34 5 5 0 5 girls taking photos of gulls with phones

5/6/2013 GB 1.00 incoming cloudy calm 15 15 3 8 11 22 2 2 0 2 none observed

5/7/2013 VC 1.00 rising clear mild wind 0 3 18 21 3 3 1 1 4 none observed

5/9/2013 TM 4.50 incoming cloudy 0-2 mph 0 3 1 4 0 1 2 2 2 several sets of dog tracks, many fresh, crossing through shorebird habitat and in dunes

5/10/2013 VC 1.25 rising total overcast slight breeze 3 3 7 13 20 1 1 0 0 1 none observed

5/12/2013 TM 5.00 incoming overcast calm foggy 0 5 5 0 0 0 dog tracks, especially at Inglenook and Fen Creek

5/13/2013 GB 1.00 neg. low clearing calm foggy 0 4 6 13 23 0 1 1 1 kid climbed to top of main beach sea stack; major disturbance to BLOYs and PIGU, reported to Ranger who was there with F&W warden

5/15/2013 VC 1.25 rising clear slight wind 3 3 8 17 25 1 1 1 1 2 none observed

5/23/2013 TM 3.00 incoming ptly. cloudy 6-8NW 0 3 3  0 0 0 dog tracks in several locations on beach

5/24/2013 VC 1.25 rising clear windy 0 3 2 18 23 2 3 4 0 4 none observed

5/25/2013 TM 5.00 incoming clear calm 0 7 4 11 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 evidence of extremely high tides; MEN1301 SNPL nest would have been washed away if it had still been on beach

5/27/2013 VC 1.25 incoming cloudy NA light rain 1 1 4 1 5 0 0 0 dog tracks in wet sand along creek

5/30/2013 TM 3.00 outgoing ptly. cloudy 8 mph 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 fresh dog tracks

5/30/2013 GB 1.25 outgoing clear stiff breeze 0 13 8 15 36 1 1 1 0 2 none observed

5/31/2013 VC 1.25 rising clear mild winds 6 6 5 25 30 1 1 0 1 none observed

6/1/2013 TM 2.00 outgoing ptly. cloudy calm 0 8 8 0 0 0 dog tracks (fresh) entire length of beach

6/3/2013 VC 1.00 low tide cloudy breezy 4 4 2 2 0 0 0 father with family flying kite; asked me about birds, I explained how birds see kites as predators, he packed kite away and thanked me.

6/8/2013 TM 2.75 incoming hazy sun calm 0 13 13 0 0 0 dog tracks (fresh) entire length of beach

6/10/2013 VC 1.00 incoming cloudy light wind drippy 0 9 9 1 1 0 1 none reported

6/12/2013 TM 2.50 incoming clear 9 mph with gusts 0 20 20 0 0 0 19 people accessed beach via bridge parking area by walking on haul road, then vcutting through dunes and ry sand to beach, included one person on bike)

6/14/2013 VC 1.50 rising clear mild wind 9 9 9 1 24 34 2 2 0 0 2 none reported

6/20/2013 VC 1.00 falling clear mild wind 4 4 14 2 7 23 2 2 0 2 people climinb out on offshore rocks

6/20/2013 TM 3.00 incoming clear moderately breezy 0 3 2 5 0 0 0 dog tracks on beach.  Jogger on wet sand flushed Killdeer

6/22/2013 GB 1.25 incoming clear calm 0 34  13 47 1 1 2 0 2 BLOY were flying around just south of the large rock, ossibly bothered by ab divers.

6/24/2013 VC 1.00 incoming cloudy light wind 0 5 5 0 0 0 none reported

6/26/2013 TM 3.75 incoming cloudy 3-6 mph S wind fine rain 0 6 3 9 0 1 1 1 horse tracks recorded in dry sand/habitat south of Fen Creek; dog traks recorded at Ten Mile River access area

6/28/2013 VC 1.25 rising clear to haze calm haze turned to fog 0 7 14 21 0 1 1 1 off-leash dog on wet sand

6/28/2013 GB 2.00 incoming clear calm 0 7 5 12 0 1 1 1 none observed on beach

6/29/2013 TM 2.00 outgoing clear calm 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 horse tracks dry sand near Inglenook, Fen Creeks; numerous fresh dog tracks plover habitat Inglenook to Fen Creeks and again at Ward Avenue

7/1/2013 GB 1.25 outgoing clear calm 0 7 6 5 18 0 4 4 4 dogs off-leash on wet sand in water and 2 dogs off-leash in water in Puding Creek

7/1/2013 TM 4.00 outgoing clear-fog-clear NA foggy at times 0 23 23 1 1 0 1 16 people crossed from Seaside Beach via crossing and 1 dog, evidence of heavy visitation to Preserve over previous weekend (numerous sand sculptures, shallow excavations and driftwood structures).  Extensive footprints from humans, dogs, skunks, river otters, gulls and ravens from Ward Avenue north at the mouth of Inglenook and Fen Creeks as well s from Ten Mile River south 500 meters.  Horse tracks between the backdunes and the shoreline several hundred meters north of Ward Aven. ramp, Fen Inglenook Creek and south of Ten Mile River

7/1/2013 VC 1.50 report NA

7/2/2013 VC 2.50 ebbing broken clouds light wind 0 2 2 1 1 0 1 beach walker caused foraging Whimbrels to fly away

7/2/2013 GB 1.50 report NA

7/3/2013 TM 2.50 incoming hazy calm 0 1 1 0 0 0 dog tracks habitat and near Ward Avenue; raccoon and dog tracks at Ten Mile River

7/3/2013 VC 0.75 incoming high clouds calm 0 1 1 0 0 0 none reported

7/5/2013 VC 1.50 falling clear mild wind 2 2 6 37 43 2 2 0 2 Whimbrels were disturbed by anyone, including myself, walking the beach; many dog tracks on beach

7/6/2013 VC 1.25 incoming clear moderate wind 0 2 2 2 2 0 2 none reported

7/7/2013 TM 2.50 incoming 100% cloud cover4 mph 0 2 2 0 0 0 More dog tracks than normal--entire beach, sep. plover habitat (post July 4?)

7/8/2013 GB 1.00 incoming cloudy breezy 6 5 11 15 7 24 46 3 2 5 0 5 many people on main beach--no birds except in mungy, smelly kelp on south end (Gulls)

7/9/2013 GB 1.00 incoming overcast NA 0 16 12 28 1 1 0 1 none reported

7/9/2013 VC 2.00 rising cloudy thin fog 0 1 1 0 1 2 3 3 my own passage down beach and the other beach walkers

7/9/2013 TM 1.75 incoming 100% cloud cover2 mph west light fog 0 11 11 0 0 0 of 11 walkers, 5 crossed back over to Seaside Beach; I believe the new regulatory signs on Carsonite posts are making a big difference in the number of dogs (far less) observed on surveys

7/10/2013 TM 2.50 incoming partly cloudy mild breeze foggy at times 0 7 7 0 0 0 Numerous dog tracks entire beach

7/10/2013 VC 1.00 low partly cloudy cold wind foggy at times 0 0 0  Not reported Not reported none reported

7/11/2013 VC 1.75 rising overcast;hazy breezy 0 15 15 4 4 0 4 none reported

7/12/2013 VC 1.75 rising 100% cloud covermild wind foggy at times 1 1 9 1 22 32 2 2 0 2 none reported

7/13/2013 GB 0.75 incoming partly cloudy moderate wind 10 8 18 15 6 29 49 2 3 5 1 1 6 none reported

7/13/2013 TM 2.75 outgoing clear calm 0 7 7 0 0 0 Ultralite very low over dry sand, buzzed us, have pictures, sent to Loren Rex, called into dispatch and dispatch said we had to call FAA.  Aircraft landed on a street in Ocean Meadows and we saw pilot walk it into a garage in a private residence.

7/13/2013 VC 2.00 incoming clear calm 16 12 28 2 42 44 2 2 2 2 children playing in mouth of Virgin Creek, causing a group of WESA to fly.  Numerous people on wet sands and kids playing in the water--birds seen primarily of the off-shore rocks.

7/15/2013 GB 0.75 incoming cloudy stiff breeze 32 2 34 15 76 91 8 8 0 8 many people, few birds

7/15/2013 TM 2.75 outgoing 100% cloud cover3 mph west light fog 0 9 0 1 10 0 0 0 Many sets of dog tracks.  Runner on wet sand flushed 2 CORA, but 3 nearby gulls did not fly

7/16/2013 VC 2.00 ebbing high clouds light wind 0 1 1 0 0 0 none reported, but lots of dog tracks in wet sand

7/16/2013 GB 1.25 outgoing overcast see note 78 42 120 see total 8 1 1 9 there were many people, and it was low tide.  As a result, people on beaches (esp. north area) were closer to the rocks.  It took me almost to the end of the survey (walking north to south) to finally have a pair of BLOY flying around the far, offshore rocks.  I didn't count people on the south side of Pudding Creek mouth.

7/17/2013 VC 1.25 incoming partly cloudy NA high fog NA NA much evidence of human use on beach

7/17/2013 TM 2.50 outgoing cloudy calm 0 2 2 0 0 0 dog tracks Inglenook and Fen Creeks--lots of them, some tracks of VERY large mammal-dog?

7/18/2013 VC 1.75 ebbing clear, somewhat hazycalm 0 9 10, 14 bikers 19 hikers, 14 bikerssee total 1 see total 1 2 off-leash dog  flushed turnstones

7/19/2013 GB 1.25 outgoing cloudy calm 1 5 6 33 15 48 3 3 0 3 many people, few birds

7/19/2013 VC 1.75 outgoing 100% cloud cover; 60 degrees4-7 mph fog off coast 0 10 10 40 60 4 4 1 1 5 large group of people (10) at north of survey area, throwing baseballs.   No shorebirds in the area.

7/19/2013 GB 1.00 incoming clear 4 kn. West thin fog 2 22 8 32 18 8 37 63 7 7 0 7 none reported

7/20/2013 VC 2.25 incoming clear light wind see total 12 36 48 1 9 10 0 10 People walking close to waterline briefly set shorebirds flying.

7/20/2013 TM 2.25 incoming 100% cloud covercalm 0 2 2 0 0 0 dog tracks numerous at creek mouths

7/22/2013 GB 0.75 incoming 100% cloud covermoderate wind mist 8 8 3 22 27 52 3 3 0 3 none observed, but people all over beach and on/off-shore rocks

7/22/2013 VC 1.50 incoming 100% cloud coverlight wind light fog 0 1 32 33 2 0 2 Walker (brisk) on wet sand flushed birds feeing and resting on wet sand.  He walked through a large flock of gulls and they moved to another area.

7/22/2013 TM 4.00 incoming 100% cloud cover4 mph NW foggy 0 2 2 0 0 0 2 horse trackw noted in dry sand/habitat in Fen Creek area.  Extreme high tides seem to have required riding very high on wave slope in some areas.  Riders are not necessarily to blame, but policy may need to b ereconsidered.  Allow riding only within a specified window around low tides?  Not likely to be popular, or possible to enforce.  Dog tracks observed at Fen Creek mouth.  Dismantled two driftwood structures/sculptures.  High tide reach both "no dog" signs at Ten MIle River.  Lots of garbage on beach after weekend.

7/23/2013 VC 2.75 rising high clouds calm 2 2 1 NA 1 0 0 0 Our passage, and the passage of the lone walker.

7/23/2013 GB 1.50 incoming partly cloudy calm 34 11 9 54 8 8 6 6 0 6 Gulls don't seem to be bothered by so many people, but Black Oystercatchers were again flying around offshore rocks.

7/24/2013 VC 1.75 low clear not reported not reported not reported Not reported Man letting his dog chase birds at the mouth of the creek--too far away for me to talk to him.

7/25/2013 VC 1.75 rising overcast breezy light fog 0 2 11 hikers; 12 bikers13, 12 bikers 0 1 1 1 three disturbances of gulls, Western Sandpipers and Black Oystercatchers--the one dog off-leash chased 3 separate incidents--birds flushed each time.

7/26/2013 VC 1.50 rising 100% cloud cover9.7 mph max fog incoming 3 3 25 1 21 47 0 2 2 2 Group of 7 with little dog on north beach (tourists).  Tracks of big and small dogs in north beach.  Lots of unsupervised kids on beach.  Driftwood structure on main beach.  Annoying unsupervised kids on beach were rock hopping and chasing shorebirds off the rocks.

7/26/2013 GB 1.25 incoming overcase 5 kn. SW 8 68 6 80 5 12 52 69 4 6 10 1 1 11 none reported

7/27/2013 TM 2.75 outgoing partly cloudy calm foggy 0 6 1 7 0 0 0 dog tracks (man) near Inglenook Creek, Fen Creek, Ward Avenue.   Tracks of very large mammal at Inglenook (dog?)

7/27/2013 VC 2.00 incoming high overcast light breeze fog see totals 26 34 60 8 8 0 8 Children from several different groups climing on rocks.  Whimbrels and Black Oystercatchers stayed out on rocks; Plovers and pepps stayed on dry sand on main beach.

7/29/2013 VC 1.75 incoming 100% cloud cover; 64 degreeslight south wind 0 5 5 5 5 0 5 none reported

7/30/2013 VC 2.00 ebbing high overcast calm 0 3 NA 3 0  0 0 none reported

7/30/2013 GB 1.00 outgoing overcast, cool calm see totals 29 27 56 1 1 0 1 none reported

7/31/2013 VC 1.25 incoming clear NA not reported Not reported Not reported none reported

8/1/2013 VC 1.25 ebbing clear slight breeze 3 3 22 30 hikers,8 bikers52 hikers, 8 bikers 0 2 2 2 talked to 5 hikers about surveys; talked to one tourist with off-leash dogs who said he didn't know the regulation and happy to get info; major disturbance on off-shore "spaghetti rock" with three people walking around it and fishing from it--no birds on this usual very birdy place

8/1/2013 VC 1.25 rising clear calm 0 7 12 19 0 0 0 none reported

8/3/2013 VC 1.50 incoming cloudy breezy, cold foggy 0 2 14 16 3 3 0 3 no horses on beach, but evidence of horse traffic on haul road; fresh dog tracks on beach

8/3/2013 TM 3.25 incoming partly cloudy calm some fog 0 2 hikers, 2 bikers 2 2 hikers, 2 bikers 1 1 0 1 golden retriever on leash on haul road; people from Chico walked by no-dog sign on haul road at Ten Mile River mouth. Gentleman said he had walked his dog on Ten Mile Beach for years.  He was very belligerant, said he didn't care if Ten Mile was a Preserve and since he paid his taxes, he would walk his dog wherever he felt like it.  Called it in to Rangers.  Vehicle tracks entire beach (evidence of some kind of rescue?) and dog tracks entire length of beach.

8/5/2013 GB 1.50 incoming cloudy calm 6 15 3 24 13 3 24 40 3 3 0 3 lots of people on beach, so no shorebirds

8/5/2013 TM 4.00 incoming 100% cloud cover3 mph W 4 5 9 4 2 6 1 1 3 3 4 emergency response team drove ATVs throughout habitat, including up into foredune and across to old haul road.  Horse tracks in dry sand.  Visitors at Inglenook with leashed dog were told by nearby vacation rental owner that dogs were allowed, and owner directed the visitors to "take the other path" in order to avoid signed access trail.

8/6/2013 GB 1.25 incoming heavy overcast calm, cool 3 3 43 18 61 3 3 0 3 none reported

8/6/2013 VC 2.00 rising high overcase calm 0 4 4 0 0 0 only ourselves on two occasions

8/7/2013 VC 1.75 incoming cloudy breezy, cold not reported not reported not reported not reported

8/7/2013 TM 3.50 incoming 100% cloud covercalm 0 2 2 0 0 0 dog tracks kat river, creeks and Ward Avenue; crab molt (dozens) between Fen and Ward attracted man yugulls, ravens, raccoon tracks at Ten Mile River

8/8/2013 VC 1.50 high overcast breezy, 66 degrees F. 0 11 5 hikers, 14 bikers16 hikers, 14 bikers 1 2 3 3 3 8 off-leash dogs

8/9/2013 VC 2.00 rising 100% light cloud covercalm fog at end 0 8 2 32 42 2 2 0 2 none reported

8/10/2013 TM 3.25 outgoing cloudy calm 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 dog off leash; dog tracks entire beach, raccoon tracks near TM river and Inglenook Creek, skunk on beach digging and eating sand crabs

8/10/2013 VC 1.75 no report not reported not reported not reported not reported

8/12/2013 GB 1.00 outgoing clear calm fog offshore 3 1 4 5 beach, 7 rocks 7 15 34 1 1 0 1 none reported

8/12/2013 VC 1.25 high clear 5 mph, 60 degrees 0 3 1 4 1 1 0 1 none reported

8/13/2013 GB 1.50 no report not reported not reported not reported not reported

8/13/2013 VC 1.50 low not reported 0 4 27 hikers, 8 bikers31 hikers, 8 bikers 2 2 2 2 cars (FB Plumbing) none reported

8/14/2013 VC 1.25 outgoing clear calm fog offshore 0 2 1 3 not reported none reported

8/14/2013 TM 3.00 outgoing clear calm 0 6 6 0 0 0 dog tracks  entire beach

8/15/2013 GB 1.25 outgoing 100% cloud covercalm 0 1 7 8 0 2 2 2 none reported

8/15/2013 VC 1.50 ebbing partly cloudy calm, 64 degrees F. light fob 0 6 10 hikers, 4 bikers16 hikers, 4 bikers 5 5 0 5 none reported

8/16/2013 VC 1.75 falling 100% cloud covercalm muggy 0 4 10 14 0 1 1 1 off-leash dog came down from bluffs just south of creek--chased several shorebirds out of that area

8/17/2013 TM 3.25 incoming partly cloudy calm foggy at times 0 1 1 0 0 0 dog and raccoon tracks all along beachface

8/17/2013 VC 1.75 outgoing clear light breeze 9 4 13 14 9 inc. 4 surfers 49 76 2 21 23 1 1 24 young man playing fetch with off-leash dog on beach.  Stopped one women from taking her on-leash dog down to beach

8/19/2013 GB 0.75 incoming hazy stiff wind 2 2 2 3 15 20 0 0 0 bad wind, few birds

8/19/2013 VC 0.50 high clear, 60 degrees 10 mph wind 0 2 2 0 0 0 none reported

8/19/2013 TM 3.75 high hazy, 60 degrees, smoke from fires8 mph S misty 2 2 10 6 16 0 0 0 surveyor dismantled large driftwood structure tied together with rope.  Remnants of driftwood fire evident at same lcation, as well as broken pocket knife partially buried in sand, cigarette burtts and garbage.  Horse tracks and bicycle tracks in dry sand throughout survey areas continue to be noted.  Park policy and regulations regarding these recreational activies need to be revisited and user groups further educated to avoid potential impacts.

8/20/2013 GB 1.50 incoming mostly cloudy windy some fog 0 16 12 28 1 4 5 0 5 Two young men and German Shephard walking all over GP property, having come up from the cove close to the Western Gull colony.  They first headed toward the colony, but I don't know how close they can get.  Disturbance mainly the rough surf.

8/20/2013 VC 2.25 rising high overcast light wind 0 8 1 9 0 0 0 our passage caused disturbance; a small grou pof children running down to the water flushed birds

8/21/2013 VC 1.50 outgoing overcast not reported not reported not reported not reported

8/21/2013 TM 2.50 incoming 100% cloud covercalm drizzle 4 4 0 0 1 0 1 many dog tracks entire beach; dog off leash (Golden Retriever)

8/22/2013 GB 1.50 incoming 100% cloud covercalm 3 1 0 4 16 2 22 40 1 4 5 0 5 many people on beach sifting through sand and rocks, runningin eaves and moving around rapidly, flushing the birds.  There were 3 divers (presumed abalone divers) just off shore near the rocks.  No birds were on those rocks.  At entrance road, Sea Glass jewelry maker was there feeing the gulls nuts.  Huge flock of gulls came off the roof of nearby building.

8/22/2013 VC 1.50 high overcast calm 0 5 4 hikers, 9 bikers9 hikers, 9 bikers 1 1 0 1 none reported

8/23/2013 VC 2.00 rising 100% cloud coverlight winds 2 2 6 32 38 2 0 2 none reported

8/24/2013 VC 2.00 incoming clear to overcast calm fog, sometimes thick 2 38 40 10 10 0 10 one set of fresh dog tracks on beach

8/24/2013 TM 3.25 outgoing overcast calm foggy 2 2 0 0 0 0 dog tracks entire length of beach

8/26/2013 GB 1.00 incoming clear calm 6 3 9 17 4 36 57 3 3 2 1 6 there were many people on beach, so fewer shorebirds

8/26/2013 VC 1.25 incoming clear, 71 degrees calm 2 2 11 1 12 0 0 0 none reported

8/27/2013 VC 2.25 ebbing high overcase light wind 0 6 6 0 0 0 none reported

8/28/2013 VC 1.00 outgoing  calm not reported not reported not reported none reported

8/29/2013 GB 1.00 outgoing 100% cloud covercalm foggy, light drizzle 8 3 0 11 2 19 21 0 1 1 1 many people on beach, few shorebirds

8/29/2013 VC 1.50 ebbing overcast slight breeze fog offshore 0 5 hikers 4, bikers 69 hikers, 6 bikers 2 2 0 2 none reported

8/30/2013 VC 1.75 falling partly cloudy, 70 degrees F4.7mph max fog after survey 4  4 11 20 31 1 1 2 3 1 1 5 7 couple sitting in chairs at north end of beach had 2 small dogs off leash, bird chasers.  Flushed Whimbrels.  Took pictures.  They decided to leave beach.

8/31/2013 TM 2.25 incoming partly cloudy, some clearingcalm foggy to clear 1 1 0 0 0 0 dog and vehicle tracks (State Parks, I think) on dry and wet sand

8/31/2013 VC 1.50 outgoing over, warm not reported foggy 4 5 9 20 22 27 69 2 2 1 1 3 Jogger ran ujp and down entire beach twice, both ways flushed birds

signs are really needed on surfers' path, and at all trailheads from rentals (and info sheets placed in rental houses.  I've been in rental houses where they had info about sleeper waves, so why not about protected beaches?

9/2/2013 VC 0.75 low clear, 68 degrees 10 mph 4 2 3 9 1 1 1 1 0 1

9/3/2013 TM 4.50 incoming scattered high clouds, 64 degrees2 mph W 1 1 2 2 4 0 0 0 horse tracks and bike tracks were observed in dry sand/habitat.  Dog tracks were observed north of Inglenook Creek.  A military jet passed over the dunes and beach twice. Very loud but quickly gone.

9/3/2013 GB 1.25 outgoing high clouds, very warmnot reported 11 4 15 3 19 22 3 3 1 1 4 off leash dog on beach.  Usual high tide and early afternoon may have contributed to low bird count.

9/3/2013 VC 2.50 rising clear, warm calm 0 0 0 0 0 our passage caused them to fly short distances

9/4/2013 TM 2.75 incoming partly cloudy, warmcalm 0 4 4 0 0 0 dog tracks entire length of beach

9/4/2013 VC 1.25 in between tideshigh clouds, very warmnot reported not reported not reported not reported none reported

9/5/2013 VC 1.25 rising clear, 60 degrees calm 0 6 6 0 1 1 1 off-leash dog on beach

9/6/2013 VC 1.50 rising clear, 61 degrees 5 mph max 0 4 1 21 19 5 5 0 5 none reported

9/8/2013 VC 1.75 incoming overcast, cool breezy light to medium fog 1 19 20 7 7 1 1 8 off-leash dog on beach, flushed gulls made shorebirds fly

9/8/2013 TM 3.00 low clear calm 0 2 2 0 0 0 dog tracks entire length of beach

9/9/2013 VC 1.25 incoming clear, 60 degrees 8 mph 2 0 0 0 2 2 2 two large dogs running up an ddown beach, scattering birds (they weren't hasing birds, just each other, but the effect was the same).  We told the woman that this was a "no dog" beach and she just laughed at us and said she was sure we weren't from around here (she had a British accent and a small child who was too far out in th ewater, tempting sleeper waves.  Not a good note to end the season on.  It would be good to have a handout to offer people, telling them where the off-leash and dog-firendly beaches are.

9/9/2013 GB 1.50 incoming clear, 57 degrees calm offshore fogbank 3 1 4 15 7 12 34 5 5 1 1 2 7 dogs and people on beach--so fewer birds

9/10/2013 GB 1.25 incoming overcast, cool breezy 18 4 22 2 27 29 1 5 6 0 7 Very little

9/10/2013 VC 3.00 rising high overcast 10-15 mph S 0 3 3 0 0 0 flushed several times by passerby

9/10/2013 TM 4.00 low 100% overcast/haze, 60 degreescalm 1 1 11 11 0 0 0 1 horse tracks through habitat were noted high in dry sand leading from Inglenook Beach east towards the haul road and dunes.

9/11/2013 TM 2.50 outgoing cloudy calm 0 3 3 0 0 0 dog tracks entire length of beach

9/12/2013 VC 1.75 rising 60% overcast calm 0 11 hikers, 1 biker11 hikers, 1 biker 4 4 0 4 none reported

9/12/2013 TM 3.50 rising overcast, some suncalm 0 3 3 0 0 0 2 no horses allowed on beach, this is disturbance to birds

9/14/2013 VC 1.75 low high overcast calm 1 3 4 10 1 29 40 1 6 7 0 7 dog on leash on beach in and out of water

9/15/2013 TM 2.75 incoming partly cloudy, warmcalm 0 3 3 0 0 0 dog tracks, raccoon tracks entire beach--especially raccoon tracks (looked like a parade)

9/17/2013 VC 2.50 rising clear moderate wind 0 3 3 0 0 0 took short flights in response to passesby.

9/18/2013 VC 1.25 not reported not reported not reported not reported not reported

9/19/2013 GB 2.00 incoming clear calm 0 6 4 10 2 2 1 1 3 none reported

9/22/2013 TM 2.25 low partly cloudy slight breeze 0 2 2 1 1 0 1 dog and raccoon tracks entire length of beach

9/23/2013 VC 0.75 incoming clear, 57 degrees 5 mph  0 4 4 0 0 0 none reported

9/24/2013 VC 2.50 rising high clouds light wind 0 2 2 0 0 0 none reported

9/25/2013 VC 1.25 outgoing clear, warm not reported not reported not reported not reported

9/27/2013 VC 2.00 rising clear little wind 1 1 6 25 31 1 1 0 1 two older men with fishing poles forced some shorebirds off some rocks.  Two ladies with very small kids were walking along the creek and forced some shorebirds and ducks to fly

9/28/2013 TM 2.50 incoming flat clouds calm offshore fogbank 0 2 1 3 1 1 0 1 dog on leash in dunes (have photo); dog and raccoon tracks on beach
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WHERE CAN I TAKE MY DOG AT MANCHESTER STATE PARK?   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

You can help State Parks protect sensitive plant and animal species. Please refer to these maps to 
determine where your pets are permitted. 
 
State Park regulations require that ALL DOGS MUST BE ON A LEASH. 

Leashed dogs are welcome in these developed areas:                                   
• Manchester State Park Campground 
• Kinney Road Day-Use Area        

 
Leashed dogs are also allowed in these specially designated areas: 

• Alder Creek Beach and Headlands south to the Cliff House 
• Stoneboro Dunes and Beach north to Brush Creek Wetlands 
• Stoneboro Dunes and Beach south to Garcia River 

 
DOGS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN OTHER UNDEVELOPED AREAS OR ON TRAILS. 
Thank you for your cooperation! 

Kinney Road 
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Brush Creek Wetlands 
 

Garcia River 


