
LEGAL NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT
RIGHT-OF-WAY AUTHORIZATION FOR PROJECTS 2 AND 3 OF THE STERLING SUBSTATION TO QUARTZ CREEK SUBSTATION TRANSMISSION LINE REBUILD
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and U.S. Forest Service are conducting an analysis of the Alaska Energy Authority’s Sterling to Quartz Creek Transmission Line Project (Project), located on the transmission line right-of-way (ROW) that passes through land owned or administered by Kenai Peninsula Borough; Alaska Native Regional Corporation Cook Inlet Region, Incorporated; the State of Alaska; private owners; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, including the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge; and U.S. Forest Service in the Chugach National Forest. The proposed action would include upgrades within the transmission line ROW including removing the existing 115 kV line and replacing it with a 230 kV transmission line accompanied with a fiber optic cable. The old transmission line poles would be removed, and new poles would be installed. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the lead federal agency, and U.S. Forest Service is the cooperating agency. The Responsible Official for this decision is Karlin Itchoak, Assistant Regional Director, National Wildlife Refuge System – Alaska Region for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Jennifer K. Youngblood, Forest Supervisor, for the U.S. Forest Service. 
[bookmark: _Hlk178679878]The Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) and Section 810 Evaluation for the Project are available upon request at the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge Headquarters at 33398-B Ski Hill Road, Soldotna, AK 99669 and at Seward Ranger District office: 161 E. 1st Ave Door 8 Anchorage, AK 99501. Additional information regarding this proposed action can also be obtained from The Kenai National Wildlife Refuge Headquarters at 907-262-7021, and by email at kenai@fws.gov. The Draft EA is posted online at: https://fws-fileshare.box.com/s/xyc2l47omxg901lva9b2ubwvza3s4oga.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is currently evaluating this action, as required by Department of Interior policy and regulation (516 DM 8, 43 CFR 46). Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act regulations applying to transportation and utility system authorizations within Alaska national wildlife refuges are found in 43 CFR 36. 
[bookmark: _Hlk78474778]The Project is subject to pre-decisional objection under subparts A and B of 36 CFR Part 218. Pursuant to 36 CFR 218.25. Comments on this proposed action will be accepted for 30 days beginning on the first day after the date of publication of this notice in Anchorage Daily News, the newspaper of record. If the comment period ends on a Saturday, Sunday, or Federal holiday, comments will be accepted until the end of the next Federal working day. A timely submission will be determined as outlined in 36 CFR 218.25(a)(4). It is the responsibility of the sender to ensure timely receipt of any comments submitted.  The public comment period for this project is June 23 – July 23, 2025.  
The Responsible Official will consider all written comments received. However, for your comments to be most useful to the agency and to retain your eligibility to object to the draft decision, it is important that you provide your comments during this 30-day comment period and that you clearly describe your concerns and contentions. Only individuals or entities (as defined by 36 CFR 218.2) who submit timely, specific written comments (as specified in 36 CFR 218.2) about this proposed action within the comment periods established by the Responsible Official will be eligible to file an objection. Other eligibility requirements (36 CFR 218.25(a)(3)) include the commenter’s name, postal address, title of the proposed action, and signature or other verification of identity upon request and identification of the individual or entity who authored the comment(s). All written comments received by the Responsible Official, including names and addresses of commenters shall be placed in the project file and shall become a matter of public record for this proposed action. Comments submitted anonymously will be accepted and considered; however, anonymous comments will not provide the Agency with the ability to provide the commenter with subsequent environmental documents and will not establish eligibility to object.
Comments should be within the scope of the proposed action, have a direct relationship to the proposed action, and must include supporting reasons for the Responsible Official to consider (36 CFR 218.2). 
Submit comments to the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge Manager, by one of the following methods: postal mail: Refuge Manager, Kenai NWR, PO Box 2139, Soldotna, AK 99669; email: kenai@fws.gov; facsimile: 907-262-3599. If submitting comments by email, please include “Comments on Alaska Energy Authority’s Sterling to Quartz Creek Transmission Line Project” in the subject line of your email. Acceptable formats for electronic comments are text or html email, Adobe portable document format, and formats viewable in Microsoft Office applications. Office hours, for those who wish to hand deliver their comments, are 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM, Monday – Friday (except Federal holidays).
US Fish and Wildlife Service and US Forest Service will hold joint meetings for the Project open to the public on July 15th at Sterling Community Center, 38377 Swanson River Road, Sterling, AK 99672 from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM with a presentation at 5:30 PM and July 16th at Cooper Landing Community Center, 18511 Bean Creek Road, Cooper Landing, AK 99572 from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM with a presentation at 5:30 PM. 


