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Why do we need a  Hatchery program in the Walla  Walla  
Bas in?

• Spring Chinook extirpated from bas in
• Major hurdles  to reintroduction

– Habita t
– Water
– Pas s age
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South Fork Walla  Walla  Adult Holding and Spawning 
Facility

• Built in 1996
– Des igned to hold s pring Chinook Salmon for Umatilla  Hatchery Satellite 

Facility project 
– UHSF trans porting up to 600 adults  to SFWW to hold until s pawning
– Eggs  trans ported to Umatilla  Hatchery and reared
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Walla  Walla  Mas ter Plan

• Completed in 2008
– Attempted in 1993 and 1998

• Blueprint for how to bring fis h 
back to Walla  Walla  River
– Habitat
– Adult outplants
– Smolt s upplementation in Phas es

• Phase I—Local adaptation, Natural 
spawning, Harves t if run s ize a llows

• Phase II—Harves t augmentation, 
Integrate program

• Phase III—Integrated harves t and 
Demographic s afety net

• Bas is  for current implementation
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Interim Meas ures

• Habitat/ Pas s age work
– Dam Removals / Convers ions
– Fis h Ladder and Screen Ins ta lla tions
– River Connectivity Res toration

• Adult outplants
– Mill Creek (2000-2002, 2007-2008)
– South Fork Walla  Walla  River (2000-2008) 

• Smolt Releas es
– South Fork Walla  Walla  River (2005-2020)
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Walla  Walla  Fis h Hatchery

• Completed in 2022
• Funded by BPA

– $23.7 M to build rearing/ office building, replace hous es
• Renamed in 2024: ˀ Imtwaha Fis h Hatchery

– Cayus e Nez Perce place name for South fork of the Walla  Walla  River 
– “This  river provided fis hing for s almon and lamprey us ed by Cayus e and 

Walla  Walla  people.  Spears  and dip nets  were us ed”
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• BY 20

– Included 250k s molts  from Cars on s tock direct releas ed
– 150k s molts  brought in Augus t 2021 and held over winter

• BY 21
– Mos tly received as  eyed eggs  from Cars on NFH, Lyons  Ferry, and Little White Salmon 

NFH
– Releas ed in 2023
– Firs t 4 year old returns  this  year 

• BY 22
– Mix of adults  from Umatilla  River, adults  collected in Walla  Walla  River, and eyed eggs  

from Cars on NFH
– Releas ed in 2024

• BY 23
– Adults  from Umatilla  River and eyed eggs  from Little White Salmon NFH
– Releas ed in 2025

• BY 24
– Adults  from Walla  Walla  River and eyed eggs  from Little White Salmon NFH
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Current Situation

• Still in Phas e I
– pNOB is  10%, no harves t
– Succes s fully producing s molt goal

• Still require help from USFWS and UHSF

– Are allowing for natural s pawning
• Monitoring program with CTUIR M&E

– Spawning Surveys
– Smolt trapping
– Survival es timates
– Run s ize es timates

• Utilizing Adaptive Management
– Working with NOAA for s molt as s es s ment
– Updating CWT numbers  to get meaningful information
– Changing releas e s ites  to better manage bas in fis h returns
– Planning for future harves t opportunities
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