
Nez Perce Tribe 
DFRM – Research Division 

History
Full complement of FINS data was very time consuming and came 
with a lot of issues. Switched to “FINS Light”, less filling but 
provided some core information.

1. PBT Tracking
2. Broodstock Management
3. Course Survival
4. Release Information



1.Trapping/Hauling (30 Min. per trap check)  Males/Female/Jacks
2.Holding (2-4 hours per season) Tracking pond morts and surplus 

broodstock outplanting.
3.Spawning (1 to 6 hours per egg take) Full complement of data.
4. Incubation (3 hours per season) Green Eggs – Eyed Eggs
5.Rearing (4 hours per release group) Mortality – Marking & 

Tagging with count corrections. (the real time saver)
6.Release (30 minutes per release group) Release numbers with 

marks and tags, pre-release information)

What goes into FINS?



Trapping and Holding

1. Trapping/Broodstock numbers are 
updated every week. (Clearwater 
Coordination Calls)

2. ESA Reporting
3. Trapping queries 

What comes out of FINS?



Spawning

1.   PBT  Tracking ends and starts here. 
 
2.   Spawning queries for ESA Reporting 

What comes out of FINS?



Incubation & Rearing

1. Queries for Culls (high ELISA) and In-
Hatchery survival at various life stages.

What comes out of FINS?



Release

1. Queries for Release numbers with 
marks and tags, dates, locations and 
condition.

2. PBT tracking spawn to release 
locations.

What comes out of FINS?



Hatchery 
Administration 
FINS Use
2025 LSRCP ANNUAL MEETING



What I do
QA/QC products that go to M&E 

Identify and find resolution for discrepancies within that data



More things I do
Query the Fish Return Summary and Trapping/Holding modules
◦ Coordination call updates 
◦ Information requests

Side benefit: data interaction and fluency; QA/QC





What I don’t do 
Use FINS for rearing/production metrics

Enter data or pretend to know how to

Physically fix data entry errors
◦ FINS staff support has been key in accomplishing this



What are the results
Better data out of the hatcheries to M&E
◦ Improved hatchery operations

Better efficiency with in-season coordination
◦ Improved resource utilization and fisheries management

Ultimately, better harvest-based mitigation



2025 LSCRP Annual Meeting

Sawtooth Fish Hatchery 
FINS Use



Data Organization

• We collect a ton of data throughout trapping, spawning, 
and rearing on Chinook Salmon, steelhead trout, and other 
native species

• FINS keeps the data organized and accessible to everyone
• Use the data to write run reports and track historical 

information
• Fewer information requests because people can find most 

of what they need in FINS



Actions Module
• Trapping, Holding, and Spawning in season

• Trapping numbers published on website
• Holding numbers to plan fish distributions

• Incubation
• Track inventory
• Egg shipments

• Rearing
• RPS to track basic metrics

• Use in-house summary to track more specific metrics
• Populate department HPS



Query Module
• We use queries as a quality assurance tool 

• To check against paper numbers
• To make corrections when needed

• Release
• Track overall survival from green egg to release

• Fish Return Summary to write Run Reports
• Includes all information on trapping, spawning, and final 

disposition



Magic Valley FINS data entry 

Egg receiving from Sawtooth/Pahsimeroi (May/June)

Early rearing in vats (June-August)

Post marking/move to outdoor raceways (September) apply 
identifiers (AD, CWT, PIT) 

Release (April)

In-between all these big moves, monthly morts and rearing metrics 
are applied. 



Monthly Rearing Inventory 

HNFH 
Rearing 
arrays

MVFH 
Rearing 
arrays
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