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• ESA Listed and Unlisted Hatchery Programs
• Steelhead Program Consultations
• 5-year Status Review Findings
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ESA Status of Hatchery Programs

• Listed Populations/Stocks (6 plus Touchet)
• Unlisted Populations/Stocks (4*)

* Snake River Basin only and not including other Mid-Columbia hatchery 
programs 
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ESA Listed Hatchery Programs
• Touchet Endemic Program*
• Tucannon River*
• Little Sheep/ Imnaha*
• EF Salmon River Natural Program*
• Dworshak NFH 
• Salmon River B-run*
• SF Clearwater B-run*
* LSRCP associated programs 
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Unlisted Hatchery Programs
• Lyons Ferry NFH*
• Wallowa Hatchery *
• Hells Canyon Snake River A-run
• Pahsimeroi Hatchery A-run
• Upper Salmon River A-run*
• Streamside Incubator Project A-run
• Little Salmon River A-run*
* LSRCP associated programs 
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All Programs Currently Operating 
Under BiOps

• LSRCP Steelhead BiOps
– NOAA (3 Geographically Based BiOps)

• Section 10 Permits and Section 4(d) Authorizations
– FWS (4 Geographically Based BiOps)

• https://www.fws.gov/media/lsrcp-related-esa-
compliance

https://www.fws.gov/media/lsrcp-related-esa-compliance
https://www.fws.gov/media/lsrcp-related-esa-compliance


“Fish for the Future”

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Lower Snake River Compensation Plan Office

All Programs Currently Operating 
Under NOAA BiOps

• NOAA (3 Geographically Based BiOps)
– Nine Snake River and Kelt Reconditioning 

(12/2017; reinitiated 7/2020 ) – Idaho programs
– Four Lower Snake River (7/2017) – NEOR/SEWA 

programs
– Mid-Columbia River Steelhead and Spring 

Chinook (2/2018; reinitiated 4/2019) – Touchet 
program
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All Programs Currently Operating 
Under FWS BiOps

• FWS (3 Geographically Based BiOps)
– NEOR/SEWA (08/2016) - Steelhead, sp/su 

chinook, and rainbow trout
– Hells Canyon/Salmon River (12/2017) - Steelhead 

and sp/su chinook
– Clearwater (12/2017) - Steelhead, sp/su chinook, 

and coho
– Touchet/Walla Walla (09/2018) - Steelhead
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NOAA BiOps

• Proposed Action
– Represented by the Hatchery Genetic Management 

Plans (HGMPs)
– Straying work groups
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NOAA BiOps

• Straying Work Groups
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NOAA BiOps

• Consolidated release of A-run to Sawtooth 
Hatchery 
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NOAA BiOps
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NOAA BiOps
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NOAA BiOps
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NOAA BiOps
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NOAA BiOps

• Six Factors that NOAA evaluates these 
programs under 
– Removal of fish from natural population
– pHOS/weirs (e.g., straying)
– Competition (rearing areas and migration corridors)
– Research, monitoring, and evaluation
– Facility Operations
– Fisheries
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NOAA BiOps

• Reasonable and Prudent Measures (RPM)
• Terms and Conditions

– Implementation 
– Reporting

• Hatchery Environment 
• Natural Environment

• Conservation Recommendations 
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Snake River and Kelt 
Reconditioning – Reasonable and 

Prudent Measure
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Snake River and Kelt 
Reconditioning –Terms and 

Conditions
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NEOR/SEWA –Terms and 
Conditions 
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Touchet River –Terms and 
Conditions
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2022 Five Year Status Reviews

• Section 4(c)(2) under the Endangered Species 
Act requires listing classification reviews 
every 5 years

• Last done in 2022
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2022 Five Year Status Reviews
• A 5-year review is:

– A summary of best available information
– Tracks progress towards recovery
– Is an opportunity to recognize partners working on recovery
– A recommendation on whether to reclassify

• A 5-year review is not:
– A justification of the original (or any subsequent) listing action;
– A process that requires new data;
– A rulemaking – must do a proposed and final rule process to reclassify a 

species.
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West Coast Recovery Domains
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Snake River Basin Steelhead 
Distinct Population Segment (DPS)
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Snake River MPGs
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Steelhead Population Structure
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Lower Snake River Viability 
Criteria
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Grand Ronde River Viability 
Criteria
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Imnaha River Viability Criteria



“Fish for the Future”

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Lower Snake River Compensation Plan Office

Clearwater River Viability Criteria
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Salmon River Viability Criteria
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West Coast Recovery Domains
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Mid-Columbia Steelhead DPS
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Mid Columbia MPGs
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Why the Touchet?
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Touchet River Viability Criteria
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5-Year Status Review Findings
Hatcheries – Snake River Basin
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5-Year Status Review Findings
Status Recommendations

• Snake River – Remain Threatened
• Mid- Columbia – Remain Threatened
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