




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































Comments on the Draft LPP/EA were submitted by individuals, businesses, and organizations, as well 
as by Tennessee state agencies. 

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation's Division of Natural Areas and the 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency supported the proposed federal action and provided additional 
comments and suggestions. 

Comments were received from representatives of several nongovernmental organizations, including: 

• 	 KS Off-road 
• 	 National Off-Highway Vehicle Conservation Council (NOHVCC) 
• 	 River Region Bird Club 
• 	 The Nature Conservancy 

Under NEPA, the Service must respond to substantive comments. For purposes of this Final EA, a 
substantive comment is one that was submitted during the public review and comment period which 
was within the scope of the proposed action (and the other alternatives outlined in the Draft EA), was 
specific to the proposed action, had a direct relationship to the proposed action, and included reasons 
for the Service to consider it. For example, a substantive comment could be one that lists certain 
imperiled species as being found in an area. In such a case, the Service would likely update the Final 
EA to reflect the additional imperiled species, citing the current research. An example of a comment 
that would not have been considered substantive would be: "We like the proposal." Multiple 
comments were submitted regarding concerns outside of the purview of the proposal. Comments 
outside the scope of the proposal were not addressed. 

The substantive comments were summarized and grouped together under the following topics: 

• 	 Access 

• 	 Biodiversity 

• 	 Clearcutting 

• 	 Connectivity/Other Conservation Lands 

• 	 Economics and Taxes 

• 	 Habitats and Wildlife 

History and Traditions 
• 

• 	 Land Ownership/Use 

• 	 Partnerships 

• 	 Project Boundary 

• 	 Public Use 

0 Caving 

0 Environmental Education 

0 Hunting 

0 Off-highway Vehicles 


Selling Land/Easement Rights • 
Threatened and Endangered Species • 

• 	 Water Quality and Quantity 

Each substantive comment is followed by a Service Response. 
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