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Ms. Susan Childs 

United States Department of the Interior 

U.S. FISH AND WILDLJFE SERVICE 
l 01 I East Tudor Road 

Anchorage, Alaska 99503-6199 

Shell Exploration and Production Company 
3601 C Street, Suite 1000 
Anchorage. Alaska 99503 

Dear Ms. Childs: 

JAN 14 2015 

We have received your requests dated December 9, 2014. tor Letters of Authorizations (LOAs) 
tor the incidental take of polar bears and Pacific walruses during activities associated with the 
Shdl Exploration and Production (Shell) 201512016 Icc Overflight Surveys in the Bcauf(n1 and 
Chukchi seas. Alaska. including Helicopter Search and Rescue (SAR) Training in the Beaufort 
Sea: 

In response. endosed arc two LOAs granting Shell authority to take small numbers of polar 
bears and Pacific walruses incidental to the activities idcntitil!d in your requests in the Chukchi 
Sea (LOA 15-CS-0 l} and the Bcaufm1 Sea (LOA 15- 0 l ). Theses authorizations arc issued in 
accordance with Mminc Mammal Protection Act Incidental Take Regulations published in the 
Federal Register (78 FR 35364), dated June 12, 2013, tor the Chukchi Sea and Federal Register 
(76 FR 4 701 0), dated August 3, 2011 , for the Beaufort Sea. Please review these regulations. 

Shell plans to conduct ice observation flights over the Chukchi and Beaufort seas from May 1, 
2015 through April 30, 2016. In addition, Shell plans to conduct SAR training flights over the 
Beaufort Sea during the same time period (May I, 20 l 5 through April 30, 2016 ). More detailed 
descriptions can be found in: Requestfi)J· Letter (?f Authorization (LOA) for the incidental Take 
o,(Polar Bears and Pac~fic· Walrus. 2015!2016lc:e Ove1:flight Sw1•eys & Helicopter Search and 
Re.'icue Training Beaufort Sea, Alaska. dated December 9, 2014 and Request for Letter l?{ 
Authorization (LOA) for tlze Incidental Tak<' l?{ Polar Bem:\· and Pac~fic Walrus, 201512016 lee 
Ow!l:f!ight Sun·e_vs Chukchi Sea, Alaska, dated December 9, 2014. 

An additional requirement of these LOAs is tor Shell to provide observational data of polar bears 
throughout the project and a complete report of all observations at the conclusion of the projects. 
These final reports must be provided to the Marine Mammals Management Office (MMM) 
within 90 days after completion of the projects. 

Polar bear conservation has benefited from monitoring programs associated with the Incidental 
Take Program since 1993. Monitoring serves to assess the effect of industrial activities on polar 
bears by evaluating trends of bear encounter rates, take frequency. as well as the location and 




















