
 

 
 

 

 United States Department of the Interior 
 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Anchorage Fish & Wildlife Field Office 

605 West 4th Avenue, Room G-61 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2249 

 

In reply refer to: 

AFWFO 
          November 1, 2012 
 
 
Re: Section 7 Consultations in Anchorage and the Matanuska-Susitna Area 
 
Dear Agency Representative: 
 
Thank you for your recent request for section 7 consultation pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 
1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq., ESA). You have requested a species list or concurrence with a determination 
of effects on species listed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) as threatened or endangered. The 
activity you propose is to occur in the Anchorage and/or Matanuska-Susitna area (AMS). The purpose of 
this letter is to notify you that the Anchorage Fish and Wildlife Field Office (AFWFO) is modifying our 
procedure for responding to section 7 consultation requests for proposed activities occurring in the AMS.  
 
Until now, the AFWFO has reviewed and responded to section 7 requests for projects occurring in the 
AMS. However, due to decreased staff resources, our office will no longer respond to such requests. At this 
time, no federally listed or proposed species or designated or proposed critical habitat under FWS 
jurisdiction occur in the AMS. Section 7 of the ESA, and our implementing regulations, require that for 
federally executed (funded, authorized, etc.) activities, our concurrence is required when it is determined 
that the activity may affect a listed endangered or threatened species or critical habitat. Concurrence is not 
required for activities that will have no effect on listed species. Because no listed species under FWS 
jurisdiction occur in the AMS area, it is reasonable to conclude that proposed projects confined to the AMS 
will have no effect.  
 
To document your compliance with section 7 requirements for a FWS trust species, simply visit our 
consultation website (http://alaska.fws.gov/fisheries/fieldoffice/anchorage/endangered/consultation.htm) 
and verify that the effects (direct, indirect, and interrelated and interdependent) of your project are confined 
to the AMS. The website includes a distribution map of listed species in Southcentral Alaska. You will also 
find other useful information to guide you in making the correct determination of effects. Please remember 
that if project plans change or new species are listed, your determination of effects may change. It is the 
responsibility of the action agency to reconsider potential effects and reinitiate section 7 consultation as 
appropriate. You should still contact the National Marine Fisheries Service to determine whether projects in 
the AMS area could affect any listed species under their jurisdiction. 
 
Thank you for your understanding, and please don’t hesitate to contact me at (907) 271-1467 with questions 
or concerns regarding Alaska’s endangered and threatened species.  
 

        Sincerely,  
           

 
 
        Ellen W. Lance  

         Endangered Species Branch Chief 


