Alaska U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
2011 Student Employment Program
Biotech Request Form

Please Complete all information listed in BLUE

Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge

FWS Office
PO Box 346 Bethel AK 99559
Address City State Zip
Melissa Gabrielson Wildlife Biologist (907)-543-1043 Melissa_Gabrielson@fws.gov
FWS Project Leader Title Phone Email
Kristine Sowl Acting Supervisory Biologist (907)-543-1027  Kristine_Sowl@fws.gov
Biotech Supervisor (if different) Title Phone Email
May 7, 2012 Bethel, AK
Start Date for position Location of position
Housing/Travel
NO

Does the position location require the biotech to have his own vehicle to get to work?

Refuge vehicles, bus, taxi

What kind of public transportation is available in the area?

YES

Will you or another FWS staff be able to pick up the biotech at the airport if needed?

BET - Bethel

Nearest airport to the position location

YES

Will your office be able to provide housing for your biotech?

Housing Description:

In Bethel: Co-ed, share sleeping spaces, shared kitchen, shared laundry, separate bathrooms for male and
female

Field-camp: Communal living with separate tents for each member of the crew




Required Training
Check all the apply to this position
* | [T Security Training, QuickTime, General USFWS Overview

Bear Safety

Firearms

Boat Safety and Operation

* | Aircraft Safety( required for travel in government float planes
CPR and wilderness first aid

ATV Training

* | Site/Job Specific (please describe):
EXAMPLES: sampling methods, bird identification, plant identification, etc.

Biotech Position Description

Biological Science Technician (Avian) GS-04, 05
Position Title GS or WG and what level?
DUTIES

Please note the duties the biotech will be performing

As a Biological Science Technician you will:
e Locate and monitor nests for spectacled eider, common eider, and Pacific black brant
e Resight, capture, and band spectacled eider females
e Document brood movements, resight, capture, and handle spectacled eider ducklings
e Collect water and invertebrate samples from wetlands
e Capture and band flightless cackling geese
e Operate and maintain a variety of scientific field sampling equipment

e Work and travel safely and effectively in difficult environmental conditions

EDUCATION LEVEL, SKILL, INTERESTS

Please note specific skills, competencies, interests, classes selected, or other qualifications that would be useful
for an biotech to have in order to make a significant contribution on this project.

Field work is difficult with biting bugs and strenuous working conditions in remote environments. It is
essential that the biotech be enthusiastic, self motivated, and willing to learn new skills both scientific and
outdoor oriented, and can work efficiently alone or as part of a team. The biotech should also have exacting
attention to detail for required data collection and management.



WORK CONDITIONS, CLOTHING GEAR

Describe the work conditions (hours, dress code, environment/setting) and appropriate clothing/gear that the
prospective biotech should be aware of

The biotech will be expected to work 6 days a week. Field work occurs in very remote settings with crews
ranging from 2-20 people. The biotech should expect to be in the field for up to 10 weeks. Camp life is
communal, with a common cook tent and individual sleeping tents. A typical work day involves walking 16-25
km across mud, ponds, and uneven tundra wearing hip waders or waist-high waders, often in inclement
weather. While in the field, food will be provided by the refuge. Bunkhouse facilities are available when
stationed in Bethel. We are unable to accommodate departures for weddings, family/class reunions, etc.

The biotech should bring field clothes that they are comfortable getting dirty. They should bring their own
rain gear (jacket and pants). It is also recommended that the biotech bring clothes, such that he/she can
dress in layers. The temperature in Alaska from May to August ranges from 35 — 70 degrees (F) and weather
can change dramatically within a day, rain is a common occurrence. Thus, the ability to add and remove
clothes based on weather conditions is important.

Cotton clothing is not recommended for field work. Cotton gets wet and if it is next to the skin can rapidly
remove warmth from the body. Synthetic fibers such a polypropylene, capilene, polar fleece, etc. are
preferred. Wool is a good natural fiber as it keeps it’s “warmth” even when wet.

Also, the biotech should bring, gloves, a warm hat, a baseball cap, sunglasses, hiking boots, comfortable loose
clothing since the job entails being outside and strenuous hiking. Headlamp, flashlight or small battery
operated reading light, sleeping bag, towel/washcloths, toiletries (including sunscreen, lip balm, shampoo,
toothpaste, soap, etc.), foot care products (Dr Scholl, blister bandages, adhesive tape, band aides, etc), I-pods,
books/games/cards/movies/entertainment, field guides, water bottle, stationery/stamps, coffee thermos,
backpack/daypack (large enough to carry lunch, water, gear, camera, etc), binoculars, camera, mosquito
jacket, etc.

FWS to Provide: Hip waders, waist waders, wading boots, mosquito jackets and headnets, any equipment
needed in the field, such as tents, sleeping cots, cook stoves, binoculars (at request), spotting scopes, insect
repellent, First aid kit, Field guides, etc.



