
United States Department of the Interior 

IN REPL ¥ RFFER TO 

AFES/MMM 

Mr. Mike Thompson 

U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
I 011 East Tudor Road 

Anchorage, Alaska 99503-6199 

APR 8 20\4 
Environmental Regulatory and Land Manager 
Alaska Gasline Development Corporation 
3201 C Street, Suite 200 
Anchorage. Alaska 99503 

Dear Mr. Thompson: 

We have received your request dated March 19. 2014, for a Letter of Authorization (LOA) in 
association with the Alaska Gasline Development Corporation (AGDC) for the incidental take of 
polar bears during activities associated with the geotechnical borehole drilling as part of 
engineering design planning for the Alaska Stand Alone Pipeline (ASAP) Project. In response, 
and in accordance with regulations listed at 76 FR 47010, dated August 3, 2011, enclosed is 
LOA 14-07 that will allow AGDC to take small numbers of polar bears incidental to activities 
associated with your request. 

The ASAP field program is scheduled for the 2014 winter field season prioritizing nine 
boreholes. The remaining boreholes will be drilled in winter 2015. A detailed description of the 
proposed activities is provided in the Alaska Gasline Development Corporation Alaska Stand 
Alone Pipeline/ASAP Geotechnical Borehole Sampling Plan of Operations North Slope 
Facilities and North Slope Pipeline (March 14,20 14). 

All provisions contained within the AGDC Alaska Gasline Development Corporation 
Geotechnical Study Program Polar Bear Interaction and Monitoring Plan (March 2014), are 
incorporated by reference into this LOA. Project field camps and personnel can limit encounters 
of polar bears by being observant of approaching animals (i.e., the use of polar bear guards) and 
by allowing the animals to pass unhindered, when practicable. The AGDC will also: I) Provide 
copies of the polar bear observation form to all contractors operating under the LOA; 2) report 
any polar bear sightings, or signs of polar bears, such as tracks or excavations, to this office 
using the polar bear observation form or email ; and, 3) report any possible den locations that are 
found during work activities within 12 hours to our office. Biologists from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (Service) are available at the phone numbers listed below and noted in your 
interaction plan if questions or concerns arise. 








