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Junior Duck Stamp Outreach Program
Art Contest Checklist

This is a summary of some of the most important things to remember when creating your art for the Junior Duck Stamp Contest, including guidelines for creating your art, and how to fill out your entry form and reference form. If you have any questions, please ask your teacher or group leader. You can also find more information on the Junior Duck Stamp Contest rules, as well as the entry and reference forms in both English and Spanish, at https://www.fws.gov/birds/education/junior-duck-stamp-conservation-program/junior-duck-stamp-contest-information.php.

Your Art:
· Must be of a duck, goose or swan from the approved list of species at https://www.fws.gov/birds/education/junior-duck-stamp-conservation-program/junior-duck-stamp-contest-information.php#species. Please choose only one species, though you can have more than one individual bird of that species in your art (for example, a male and female mallard in the same artwork is okay, but you cannot have a mallard and a Canada goose in the same artwork.)
· Your artwork can be stylized, for example done in art deco style or in the style of 1930s “New Deal” posters, but the birds must have the same coloration and anatomy as in a more lifelike piece of art.
· DO NOT write your name or any other words on the front of the piece of artwork.
· Can be created with paint, ink (including markers), pencil (black and white or color), pastels, or crayon. Techniques may include scratch-board, airbrush, linoleum printing, paper collage, dry brush, crosshatch, pointillism, etc. No digital artwork or editing, and no three-dimensional art. If you are using pastels (chalk or oil) you should spray the completed art with a fixative to prevent smudging. 
· Must be on 9” x 12” paper; your teacher/leader will have some available.
· Must be landscape orientation (12” wide, 9” tall) instead of portrait orientation (12” tall, 9” wide). Do not include a border around the artwork, and do not add a matboard or frame. 
· You can use photos in books or websites as general references, but you cannot copy those photos exactly. All work must be your own; you can ask for advice from teachers and other people, but they cannot work on the artwork with or for you.

Your Entry Form:
· Must be filled out completely, to include: Group, Student Information, Entry Information, Supervising Adult/Teacher, and Authenticity and Liability Statement. Forms must be signed by the student AND either a teacher/group leader or a parent.
· The Conservation Message is optional, but highly recommended; there is a separate contest for the best Conservation Message.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]If you are in grades 7 through 12, you must also fill out a reference form listing all the books or websites that you used as references for your artwork. If you used a specific photo online, please include the photographer’s name and the URL of that photo. If you used a book, please include the title and author of the book, and the page number the photo is on. Students in grade K through 6 are also allowed to include a reference form if they wish.
· Please attach your entry form to the back of your artwork with tape. Your reference form should not be attached. You can keep your papers all together with a paper clip. Your art must be postmarked by March 15, 2020 and mailed to the Washington State JDS Coordinator.
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