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wildlife-dependent recreational uses,
and visitor/administrative facilities.

We received a number of substantive
comments on the Draft CCP/EIS,
and based on those comments, we
revised some of our management
actions proposed in Alternative 2, our
preferred alternative. The changes
are summarized on page 2.

The Final CCP/EIS outlines our
proposed 15-year management plan

Thank You for Commenting on the Refuge’s Draft CCP/EIS
We addressed your comments in the Final CCP/ELS

We considered three alternatives
in the Willapa National Wildlife
Refuge’s (Refuge) Draft
Comprehensive Conservation Plan
and Environmental Impact
Statement (CCP/EIS), which was
distributed for public comments in
January 2011. The key management
issues we analyzed included
estuarine restoration, boundary
expansion, predator management,
forest management, compatible

for the Refuge, and includes an
analysis of our management goals,
objectives, and strategies. We
developed it to provide scientifically
grounded guidance for protecting
and improving the Refuge’s natural
resources, including habitats,
migratory bird populations, and
threatened, endangered, or rare
species; and for the long-term
conservation of migratory birds,
and native plants and animals.

In This
Update

Changes Made in Response to Public Comments..2
Highlights of the Final CCP/EIS...........c.ccccecvunee. 3
Summary of Changes.........cceceeeeeerereereererereeseesesenenens 4
Maps 1 and 2, Alternative 2.........cccccocoeururencnee. Insert

Map 3 Land Status.......ccccceeeveevereeeereereneeeereeeeeneeenes 6

Status of CCP Process.......cceveeeeeeeeeereeerereceeeereennnns 7
What Happens NeXt?.......cooeceeeerereeereereneerereeneenenes 7
Planning Schedule.........cccoeeeeveieeveceereieeeeeeeeeeeeennens 7
The Final CCP/EIS is Available. 8
For More Information..........ccoceeeveeeeeeereeeereencnnenne. 8




Changes Made in Response to Public Comments

The Draft CCP/EIS was
released on January 21, 2011,
for public comments, along

with Planning Update 4, which
included summaries of the draft
alternatives.

We increased public engagement
opportunities during the public
comment period by extending the
initial 45-day comment period

to 60 days, in response to public
requests; and participating in a
public hearing regarding the Draft
CCP/EIS, held by Congresswoman
Herrera Beutler, on March 13,
2011. We accepted comments
through March 21, 2011.

We received written comments
from 213 individuals, agencies, and
organizations during our comment
period. A summary of the changes
we made to Alternative 2, our
preferred alternative, based on
public comments follows.

We modified Alternative 2 by:

* Reducing estuary restoration
from 749 acres to 611 acres,
and maintaining 93 acres
of short-grass fields at the
Riekkola Unit, for Canada
geese and Roosevelt elk.

* Providing additional hunting
and other wildlife dependent
public uses.

* Developing an extensive
economic analysis, included in
the Final CCP/EIS.

We summarized all of the comments
we received on the Draft CCP/EIS
and our responses, in the Final
CCP/EIS (Appendix E). It is
available on our Web Site: www.
Sfws.gov/willapa/. A CD-ROM or
printed copy of the Final CCP/EIS
can be obtained through the
Refuge, see page 8 for details.

In the table on pages 4 and 5, we
provide a brief summary of all the

changes we made from the Draft
to the Final CCP/EIS.




3
Highlights of the Final CCP/EIS

Alternative 2 is our preferred
alternative in the Final CCP/EIS,
because it would best achieve
Refuge purposes and fulfill the
Service's mission. It is consistent
with the principles of sound wildlife
management, and would facilitate
priority public uses. This alternative
is based on a land management
approach that would protect and
enhance natural resources, habitats,
and landscapes, while allowing for
recreational public uses.

We would incorporate several new
components to current management
under Alternative 2, by addressing
a variety of resource needs, while
improving and protecting habitat
and wildlife, restoring estuarine
habitat, managing forest habitat,
managing predators to protect
western snowy plover, expanding
the Refuge's acquisition boundary,
and providing high quality wildlife-
dependent public uses.

This management approach

would be effective for protecting
and enhancing Refuge habitats,
improving public use and education
opportunities, and working with
partners. The combination of these
management components would
contribute to achieving the Refuge's
vision, purposes, and goals.

Implementing Alternative 2 would

provide an achievable balance of

opportunities for our priority public

uses—hunting, fishing, wildlife

observation and photography;,

and environmental education and

interpretation. Management actions

we would implement follow.

* Continue to protect, maintain, and

where feasible, restore habitats for
priority species.
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Pacific giant salamander [ California State University, Chico

Restore intensively managed
pastures and impoundments to
historic estuarine conditions, and
create approximately 621 acres of
open water, intertidal flats, and salt
marsh habitats.

Continue to implement the forest
management plan on 6,178 acres,
with partners.

Manage avian and mammalian
predators as necessary, on the
Leadbetter Point Unit, to protect
the western snowy plover and meet
our recovery goals.

Restore grassland on 33 acres,
including establishing the early-
blue violet host plant, that would
serve the future reintroduction of
the endangered Oregon silverspot
butterfly.

Maintain 93 acres of short grass
fields at the Riekola Unit, for
Canada geese and Roosevelt elk.
Develop two new interpretive
trails—one would provide year-
round access to Porter Point, and
the second would begin at the new
visitor facility on the Tarlatt Unit
and lead to a wildlife observation
deck along the South Bay:.

Expand waterfow] hunting
opportunities, to include
approximately 5,570 acres, after
the proposed estuarine restoration
is completed (hunting would occur
during the State season).

Provide walk-in access to three
blinds for goose hunting
(including a barrier free blind)
and two blinds for waterfowl
hunting (including a barrier free
blind) on the Riekkola Unit.
Develop a cartop boat

launch to provide year-round
access to the South Bay.

Conduct a special permit elk hunt
on Leadbetter Point Unit.

Expand elk and deer hunting in
the South Bay units in accordance
with State seasons as refuge
expansion occurs.

Expand the approved Refuge
boundary to encompass 1,909
acres in the Nemah and Naselle
area, 561 acres in South Bay, and
4,339 acres in the East Hills.
Divest the Shoalwater and
Wheaton Units (941 acres) from
the Refuge (see Map 3, on page 6).



Summary of Changes

Summary of Changes to Alternative 2, our preferred alternative, from the Draft to Final CCP/EIS

Sitka spruce
zone forest*

development of late-successional conditions in
6,178 acres of second-growth Sitka spruce
forest, where necessary.

Theme | Draft CCP/EIS Alternative 2 | Final CCP/EIS Alternative 2
Forest Habitat

Late- Protect and maintain 557 acres of late- Same as draft plan except increase
successional successional Sitka spruce forest, and accelerate | late successional forest by 2 acres

to 6,180 acres.

Estuarine Habitats

Open water

Protect and maintain 878 acres of open water
and channel habitat annually, and increase open
water on Lewis, Porter Point, and Riekkola
Units to the County Road (0.2 acre).

No change from draft plan.

Intertidal flats

Protect and maintain 4,178 acres of intertidal
flats annually and increase the flats by 11 acres.

Same as draft except increase the
intertidal flats by only 9 acres.

Salt marsh

Annually protect and maintain 1,636 acres of
salt marsh and increase salt marsh by 749 acres.

Same as draft except increase salt
marsh habitat by only 611 acres.

Freshwater Aquatic Habitats

Riverine Protect, maintain and conduct restoration in 27 | No change from draft plan.
miles of habitat.

Wetlands, Protect and maintain 17 acres of seasonal, No change from draft plan.

seasonally managed freshwater wetland annually on the

managed Tarlatt Unit.

Wetlands, Protect and maintain 545 acres of permanent No change from draft plan.

naturally and semi-permanent, naturally occurring

occurring freshwater wetlands annually.

Coastal Habitat

Coastal dune

Maintain and protect 1,581 acres of coastal
dune at Leadbetter Point Unit (not including
wetlands) and restore 220 acres.

No change from draft plan.

Upland Field Habitats

Short-grass

Maintain 0 acres of short-grass fields. Restore

Maintain 93 acres of short-grass

butterfly habitat on Tarlatt and Leadbetter Point
Units.

fields pasture on the Riekkola Unit to salt marsh fields on the Riekkola Unit for
habitat. Canada geese and Roosevelt elk.
Grassland Establish 33 acres of Oregon silverspot No change from draft plan.

Federal and State Listed Species

Western snowy
plover

Protect western snowy plover and its habitat
from human disturbance, nest predation,
invasive species, and avian and mammalian
predators, as necessary.

No change from draft plan.

Oregon Reintroduce Oregon silverspot butterfly to No change from draft plan.
silverspot suitable host plant habitat (33 acres).
butterfly

* Please note: Acreages used in development of the CCP are derived from GIS and include areas of accretion on the
Leadbetter Point Unit. Acreage variations occur between the draft and final plans.




Theme | Draft CCP/EIS Alternative 2 | Final CCP/EIS Alternative 2
Recreation
Wildlife Maintain opportunities for self-guided wildlife | Provide more opportunities. The
observation observation and photography on the Leadbetter | parking area, cartop boat launch at
and Point, Long Island, and Mainland Units expand | Dohman Creek and new trail to
photography opportunities at Tarlatt Unit, a new trail and Porter Point would be open year-
South Bay observation deck concurrent with round to all visitors. The Riekkola
tidal restoration. Unit blinds would be open to all
visitors during nonhunting season.
Interpretive Maintain existing trails and add 1.1-mile Add 0.6 mile trail from Riekkola
trails interpretive trail and South Bay observation Unit parking area to Porter Point
deck concurrent with tidal restoration. concurrent with tidal restoration.
Waterfowl Expand waterfowl hunting on South Bay Units | Expand waterfowl hunting on
hunting (6,058 acres), and remove goose hunting blinds | South Bay Units (5,570 acres) and
on Riekkola and Tarlatt Units concurrent with regulated goose hunting on
tidal restoration. Riekkola Unit (100 acres) to
include three goose hunting blinds
(including a barrier free blind)
and two waterfowl] hunting blinds
(including a barrier free blind)
concurrent with tidal restoration.
Big game Maintain opportunities on 6,980 acres of Long | No change from draft plan.
hunting Island and East Hills Units (excluding
(archery only Headquarters and Quarters area); expand elk

on long island)

and deer hunting in South Bay Units and
permit-only elk hunt on Leadbetter Point Unit
(10,716 acres).

Fishing Maintain Refuge portion of Willapa Bay and No change from draft plan.
channel portion of Bear River open for fishing.

Environmental | Provide on- and off-site environmental No change from draft plan.

education and education and increase interpretation activities

Interpretation | with new visitor facilities and a staff position.

Camping Maintain 5 campgrounds with 20 campsites on | No change from draft plan.
Long Island.

Headquarters/ | Construct new office/maintenance and visitor No change from draft plan.

Visitor facility | facility at Tarlatt Unit.

Cultural Resources

Cultural Protect cultural resource sites through best No change from draft plan.

resource management practices.

protection

Refuge Boundary Modifications

Divestments

Divest the 808-acre Shoalwater Unit, which has
eroded to subtidal lands, and 132-acre Wheaton
Unit, a Farm Services Agency donation that
detracts from Refuge conservation purposes.

No change from draft plan.

Nemah-Naselle

Proposed expansion 1,909 acres.

No change from draft plan.

East Hills

Proposed expansion 4,339 acres.

No change from draft plan.

South Bay

Proposed expansion 561 acres.

No change from draft plan.




Map 3. Willapa National Wildlife Refuge Land Status - Alternative 2.
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Status of CCP Process and Public Involvment

Public Involvement to Date From the initial public input we for public comments, in January
We initiated public involvement in received, we expanded our mailing 2011, through a Federal Register
our CCP process in March 2008, by ~ list and distributed Planning Update notice and Planning Update 4. We
requesting public comments on the 2 in August 2008, it included a participated in a Draft CCP/EIS
scope of issues we should include in summary of public comments and public hearing on March 13, 2011,
the CCP/EIS. To get the word out we: issues, and a draft vision statement. ~ and accepted comments through

¢ Distributed Planning Update 1. We presented our Preliminary March 21, 2011. We addressed the
* Published a Federal Register notice. Alternatives in Planning Update comments in the Final CCP/EIS.
* Distributed a press release. 3 (July 2009), and announced the

* Held two public meetings. release of the Draft CCP/EIS

What Happens
Next?

The next step in the CCP process
is to select an alternative to be
implemented at the Refuge. Our
Regional Director can make that
decision 30 days after the Final
CCP/EIS has been released to the
public.

We will document the decision in a
Record of Decision, which will be
released to the public in Fall 2011.
Thereafter, we can implement CCP
strategies at the Refuge. Actions
requiring new funding would be
implemented as funding becomes
available.

Short-billed dowitchers / © Don Johnson

Planning Schedule

* Planning Update 1 announces public scoping comment period and open house meetings..March 2008 completed

* Public Open House Meetings held in South Bend and Ilwaco, Washington...........cccceeeueeee. March 2008 completed
* Planning Update 2 includes a summary of scoping comments...........cccceveurerurerererereseseseenenes August 2008 completed
* Planning Update 3 includes the preliminary alternatives for public comments........................ July 2009 completed

Draft CCP/EIS released for public comments; summarized in Planning Update 4.......... January 2011 completed
Final CCP/EIS released; summarized in Planning Update 5.........ccccevvreeverennnrreeeneenn August 2011 completed
Record of Decision; Final CCP; Planning Update 6.........cccevueueueeeerenininininenereneninesseeesesessssssssesesessssssssesesesssnns Fall 2011
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Willapa National Wildlife Refuge
3888 SR 101
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In this issue:

See a summary
of the changes we
made to the Final
CCP/EIS based on
public comments.

Kids love to explore
the Refuge!

8
The Final CCP/EIS is Available

The Final CCP/EIS is available on  Printed copies of the Final CCP/EIS South Bend Timberland Library
our Web site: ittp://www.fws.gov/  may be reviewed at the Refuge and at West 1st and Pacific

Willapa. Copies of the Final CCP/  the following libraries. South Bend, WA 98586

iligst%lgﬁ lileoeyen ooy Twaco Timberland Ocean Park Timberland Library
: ; Regional Library 1308 256th P1 Ocean Park

Willapa National Wildlife Refuge 58 1st Avenue Long Beach, WA 98631

Sede il Ll Ilwaco, WA 98624 Astoria Public Library

Ilwaco, WA 98624-9707 450 10th Street

Phone: 360/484-3482. Astoria, OR 97103

For More Information

Mail: Rebecca Young, Conservation Planner Mail: Charlie Stenvall, Project Leader
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Willapa National Wildlife Refuge Complex
1211 S.E. Cardinal Court, Suite 100 3888 SR 101

Vancouver, WA 98683 Ilwaco, WA 98624-9707

Phone: 360/604-2563 Phone: 360/484-3482

E-mail: FW1PlanningComments@fws.gov Fax: 360/484-3109
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