
Wet Canyon Talussnail 
Sonorella macrophallus 

 
STATUS: No Federal Status; Conservation Agreement expired in 2004. 
 
SPECIES DESCRIPTION: The Wet Canyon talussnail is a land snail with a globose shell with 
about 4.5 whorls.  The snail is approximately 0.7 in (18 mm) in diameter.  Positive identification 
of the species depends on examination of soft body parts. 
 
HABITAT: Occurs within heavily vegetated areas of Wet Canyon on the northeast slope of the 
Pinaleno Mountains.  Wet Canyon Talussnails occupy talus slopes composed of rocks high in 
calcium carbonate along north-facing banks of the perennial stream in Wet Canyon.  Talus must 
be deep and largely free of excess sedimentation with stable moisture conditions   The snail’s 
habitat is found around 6,050 to 6,900 ft (1,844 to 2,103 m) in elevation.   
 
RANGE: The Wet Canyon talussnail is a highly localized endemic whose total range is 
apparently restricted to talus slopes in a one-mile reach of Wet Canyon in the Pinaleno 
Mountains, Graham County, Arizona. 
 
REASONS FOR DECLINE/VULNERABILITY: Wet Canyon talussnail is vulnerable to any 
disturbance that would remove talus, increase interstitial sedimentation, open forest canopy, alter 
stream discharge, or otherwise change moisture conditions.  Potential threats to the snail include 
increased development, recreational use, and wildfire.  The snail is particularly vulnerable to 
these threats due to its very limited distribution. 
 
LAND MANAGEMENT/OWNERSHIP: Coronado National Forest. 
 
NOTES: In December of 1999, the Forest Service, Arizona Game and Fish Department, and the 
Fish and Wildlife Service entered into a Conservation Agreement to work together for the 
conservation of the Wet Canyon talussnail and its habitat.  That Agreement is now expired and 
the agencies have initiated informal discussions to address the continued conservation of the 
species.  Arizona Game and Fish Commission Order 42 prohibits collection of the Wet Canyon 
talussnail. 
 
Updated: December 2007 


