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Federal Protection for Arizona Plant Not Warranted  

 The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced today it will not move to add a c
Federal list of threatened and endangered species because information submitted to the
substantial to warrant such action.  

The Service completed a review of Arizona brome (Bromus arizonicus) in resp
in June 2002 by a private citizen.  The finding was published in today’s Federal Regist
 The petitioned claimed the species is in decline and threatened by commercial, 
agricultural development, off-highway vehicle activity, energy development, cattle gra
activities, introduction on nonnative plants, roadside herbicide use and mowing, and la
activities along the border between the United States and Mexico.  
 The Service may list a species only if the best scientific and commercial data av
that it is endangered or threatened. The available information indicates that the grass is
 Arizona brome is an annual grass that occurs in California’s San Joaquin Valley
ranges, and Channel Islands of Southern California, Arizona, and Baja California, Mex
 More information on today's action – including questions and answers – is avai
Fish and Wildlife Office’s Web page at http://ventura.fws.gov. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the principal Federal agency responsible 
protecting and enhancing fish, wildlife and plants and their habitats for the continuing 
American people. The Service manages the 95-million-acre National Wildlife Refuge S
encompasses 544 national wildlife refuges, thousands of small wetlands and other spec
It also operates 69 national fish hatcheries, 63 fishery resource offices,  and 81 ecologi
stations. The agency enforces Federal wildlife laws, administers the Endangered Speci
migratory bird populations, restores nationally significant fisheries, conserves and resto
such as wetlands, and helps foreign governments with their conservation efforts. It also
Aid program that distributes hundreds of millions of dollars in excise taxes on fishing a
to state fish and wildlife agencies. 
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