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Overview

• Core Science Systems Vision, Mission, Goals

• CSS Program Overviews

• NBII Program Termination
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Core Science Systems delivers nationally‐focused Earth‐system‐science and
information‐science programs that provide fundamental research and data,
underpinning all Mission Areas of the USGS, the USGS Science Strategy,
Secretarial, Presidential, and Societal Priorities.

Research & Data:
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Core Science Systems Mission 

Core Science Systems conducts important research 
and underpins all USGS Missions
– Provides the geospatial baseline of the Nation’s topography, 

natural landscape, and built environment through The National 
Map

– Extensive and in‐depth geologic research and mapping

– Provides the scientific community with an in‐depth view of the 
geologic past

– Understanding and stewardship of information about our 
Nation's biological resources

– The Nation’s Library of the Geosciences

– Governmentwide leadership in best use of 
geospatial data, information, and technology
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Core Science Systems Goals

• Geospatial baseline data for the Nation’s topography, natural 
landscape, and built environment

• Provide  accessible, modern digital geologic maps for the 
entire Nation

• Provide nationwide biological mapping, analysis, and access 
to enable data‐driven science

• Coordinate effective and economical use and management of 
geospatial data assets for the government and the Nation

• Provide USGS scientists with access to all available published 
literature
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National Geospatial Program (NGP)

• Provides the geospatial baseline 
of the Nation’s topography, 
natural landscape, and built 
environment

– Maintained on a three‐year cycle

– Distributed as geospatial data, web 
services, and “US Topo” maps

– Cooperative data acquisition based 
on stewards and partners

• Provides geospatial information 
coordination and support to 
emergency response

• Increases the efficiency of the 
Nation’s geospatial community

– Federal Geographic Data Committee

Portion of US Topo electronic topographic 
map for Coffeyville East, Kansas
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Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC)

FGDC Secretariat @ USGS

• Basic Support for the Steering Committee, 
Coordination Group, and NGAC

• Intergovernmental coordination for National 
Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI) Development

• National Initiatives and Administration Priorities
– Geospatial Platform
– Data.gov / Recovery.gov
– Place‐Based Policies
– Geospatial Line of Business

• Cooperative Agreements and 50 States 
Initiatives

• Group on Earth Observations (GEO) for GEOSS
• Technology and standards outreach and training
• Metadata
• Partnerships
• Data Clearinghouse
• International Activities

Government‐wide leadership for the execution 
of OMB Circular A‐16, EO 12906, and E‐Gov Act 
2002‐Section 216
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National Cooperative Geologic 
Mapping Program

A foundational science program:  determining the geologic 
framework of areas determined to be vital to the 
economic, social, or scientific welfare of the Nation.

—NGMA 2009

• State Grants and long‐standing partnership 

– Competitive, matching funds double 
investment

• Education Grants

– Training the next generation of geologic 
mappers; enhancing diversity

– Competitive, matching funds double 
investment

• Established by National Geologic Mapping Act (NGMA) of 1992
– Reauthorized in 2009 at $64.0 M, reaffirming the national need
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 Core Science Analytics and Synthesis

 Biogeographic Characterization (GAP, PAD, Vegetation Characterization)

 National Species Occurrence Data and Taxonomy (OBIS, GBIF, ITIS)

 Informatics (ScienceBase, Oil Spill Budget Calculator)

 The World’s Largest Earth Science Library

 Physical and Digital Collections including Journals and USGS Publications

 National Geological and Geophysical Data Preservation Program (NGGDPP)

 Unique Geology Laboratories 

 National Ice Core Laboratory *

 Core Research Center

 John Wesley Powell Center for Analysis **                                                                                    
and Synthesis

Science Synthesis, Analysis, and 
Research Program

* = Funded by NSF

** = Partnership w/NSF
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NBII Program Termination
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NBII Program Termination

• FY2011 – ‐$4.15M
• FY2012 – ‐$3.15M
• Impacts

– Terminated support to 31 partners agreements including 
DOI Bureaus, other agencies, States, universities, NGOs, 
and eliminated support for 116 positions

– Future availability of data held by partners is uncertain
– Reduction in data and tools available to customers on 
invasive species, birds, pollinators and other critical 
resource concerns

– Slowed development of tools for analysis and synthesis; 
reduced expertise available to respond to user needs
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NBII Application Options

• Partner(s) continue to Host

• Migrate to USGS based on resources & 
criteria

• Application removed and no longer 
supported
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Evaluation Criteria

1. Relevance to USGS and DOI Science and 
Resource Management

2. Relevance to the Core Science Systems 
Program Mission

3. Uniqueness of the asset

4. Availability of appropriate staff and resources 
to develop, manage, and maintain the asset
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Established 
“No Longer Supported”

http://www.nbii.gov/termination/nls.html
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Established
“Partner or USGS Supported ”

http://www.nbii.gov/termination/ps.html
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What happened on January 15, 2012

• All nbii.gov applications and pages 
disappeared except NBII 
Termination Section (available until 
9/30/2012)

• All nbii.gov requests now referred 
to the NBII Termination Section

• Some applications planned to be 
continued will be temporarily 
unavailable due to migration time 
(i.e. NRMP, Partner hosted) 

• support@nbii.gov email is active 
indefinitely
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USGS Contacts

Cheryl Morris, Director, Core Science Analytics & Synthesis (CSAS)

303‐202‐4774, Denver, CO  cmorris@usgs.gov

Mike McDermott, Deputy Director, CSAS, CSS

703‐648‐5771, Reston, VA  mmcdermo@usgs.gov

Mike Frame, Chief,  Science Data Integration & Visualization, CSAS, CSS

NBII Close‐Out Project Manager

865‐576‐3605, Oak Ridge, TN  mike_frame@usgs.gov
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