Native Fish in the Classroom 
Application 2012-2013

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - New Mexico Fish and Wildlife Office

Deadline is October 3, 2012, 4:30 p.m. (COB)
Fifth Grade Classes Only

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Native Fish in the Classroom (NFIC) allows students to raise native fish in your classroom. The program is designed to be a hands-on activity that engages students and helps to connect them to real-life water quality, fish and wildlife issues and problems, and inspires them to seek solutions. This project aims to generate enthusiasm among students and to develop caring attitudes about fish species and their habitats. This is a step towards fostering a sense of stewardship for all animals and the planet within the students.

Applications will be ranked by completeness of application and relevance of answers.  

Submit the completed application by email to:  

			Angela P James (angela_james@fws.gov) and/or 
			Sara Blocker (sara_blocker@fws.gov)

Or by mail to: 		USFWS – NMFWCO, Angela James or Sara Blocker
			3800 Commons Ave NE, Albuquerque NM 87109


Organization/School: 

Contact:

Mailing address: 	


		Email:					         Phone #:
 (
 
)
Principal (Print)                                                        Signature:            

		Email:					         Phone #:

*Principal’s signature is required and represents permission to participate in the NFIC program.

Please answer each question as thoroughly as possible.
1) Have you reviewed the Trout Unlimited national “Trout in the Classroom” (TIC) web site with information about the TIC program (http://www.troutintheclassroom.org)? Our program is similar to the TIC program. What is your understanding of the TIC program?







2) How do you plan to blend the NFIC program with your course material? 








3) What partnerships with staff or outside of your school (other teachers, parents, etc.) do you plan to use or establish to share aquarium responsibilities and implement program activities?





4) How many students will benefit from your NFIC program?


5) Do you have space in your classroom for a 50-gallon aquarium with stand (dimensions 49" L x 13" W x 50" H), a 30-gallon water reserve, and supplies? If  you do not want to keep the NFIC aquarium in your classroom, where would it be located within your school?


6) Do you have easy access to a water source for filling the aquarium and filling a water reserve tub for routine water changes?


7) Will you have access to the aquarium at all times, including extended school breaks? Are you willing and able to care for the fish and aquarium while your students are on extended vacation (i.e. spring break)?



8) The NFIC program works with two set-ups, one with common warm-water fish from the Albuquerque area, the second is the cold-water Rio Grande cutthroat trout. For our field release at the end of the semester, the cutthroat trout will require a Saturday field trip to Pilar, New Mexico (APS will not fund out-of-district trips). Do you have a preference on species and if needed (for an out-of-district trip), would you be able to organize students and parents for a Saturday field trip?



9) The release of fish at the end of the semester is a vital component of the NFIC program. The field trip will be to the Rio Grande, either here in Albuquerque or near Taos, NM. Do you have funding for transportation to a release site in May 2013? Your school will not be disqualified by answering no. Is fundraising an option (please consult with your principle)? Do you have any ideas for potential funding?
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