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CONSERVING AQUATIC SPECIES:

The 2016 Apache Trout (APT) spawn season came to an end on January 19, 2016. Ten
spawns utilizing 1,114 females and 2,052 males brought the total fertilized egg take total to
946,852 eggs. With 70% of the APT eggs at the eye-up stage of development, the average
eye-up survival is close to 72%.

Williams Creek moved another 50,000 3” rainbow trout (RBT) from the production tank
house to D-bank raceway. The trout are adjusting well to their new outside environment.
One hundred and fifty thousand 4.0” RBT are scheduled to be transferred to Alchesay NFH
in February. The hatchery has backfilled the recently vacated inside space with the receipt
0f 160,000 brook trout eggs from the state of Utah. Williams Creek is also scheduled to
receive an additional 50,000 rainbow trout eggs from White Sulfur Springs NFH in West
Virginia early next month. Rearing containers inside the hatchery buildings are rarely
empty for long.

The Southwestern fish health unit (SNAARC) diagnosed Bacterial Kidney Disease
(Renibacterium salmoninarum) in the ovarian fluid samples obtained from the three year old
female APT brood stock in December. Martha Keller (Fish Health Leader) hosted a BKD
conference attended by Jennifer Fowler Propst and A-WC personnel to discuss the new
finding and its ramifications for the hatchery program. Further testing on other lots of
hatchery fish were initialized; results should be available in the following weeks.

A big “Thank you” to Jennifer Johnson from AZFWCO for helping the A-WC staff in the
2016 APT spawning. This partnership is a key part to the success of the APT spawning
program.
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CONSERVE, RESTORE, AND ENHANCE AQUATIC HABITATS:

e Mandatory EPA water sampling was performed twice at both hatcheries this month.

FULFILL TRIBAL TRUST AND SUBSISTENCE RESPONSIBILITIES:

e The monthly Fisheries Coordination meeting among AZFWCO (Arizona Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Office), A-WC NFH (Alchesay —Williams Creek National Fish hatchery) and
WMAT (White Mountain Apache Tribe) was hosted at WMAT.

e A memo was sent to WMAT and other Tribal partners in Arizona and New Mexico
informing them of the latest BKD findings at Williams Creek NFH.

ENHANCE RECREATIONAL FISHING AND OTHER PUBLIC USES OF

AQUATIC RESOURCES:

e A-WC stocking schedule, incorporating a 25% cutback in RBT production, for the
Spring/Early Summer of 2016 is in the planning stages for Alchesay NFH. All RBT will be
stocked out of the Alchesay facility this year due to continued record low flows at Williams
Creek NFH (WC). The coordination and scheduling is being finalized by Gene Okamoto.

STAFFING, TECHNICAL CAPABILITIES, NATURAL & PHYSICAL ASSETS

TO FULLY MEET OUR MISSION:

¢ Russ Wood, Fish Biologist at WC is conducting an experiment utilizing UV bulbs to
sterilize incoming water into individual Apache trout tank-house tanks. Last year Bacterial
Coldwater Disease (BCWD) was noted shortly after initial ponding of swim-up fry. The
hatchery staff is hoping to see a reduction of bacteria in early rearing APT fry.

e Travis Taylor (the Complex’s Tenant Manager) worked closely with Jae Ahn (Facilities
Coordinator) to update the Complex housing information in the iQMIS website. Rent
notice forms were presented and signed by designated hatchery tenants fulfilling the
complex’s 2016 rental requirements.

¢ John Fenslage and Pete Drevnick worked closely categorizing lists for the two facilities’
chemicals stored at each station to include in the update of the Complex’s Operations
Safety Manual.



e Jimmy Smith, Motor Vehicle Operator (MVO), is out for six weeks due to knee surgery and
subsequent recovery. Physical therapy started one week after his successful surgery.

e Carol Walker provided valuable assistance at the Alchesay Unit. She volunteered 80 hours
this month helping out with fish culture duties and building maintenance. Jonathon
Walker provided 80 hours at Alchesay toward fish culture and construction.

EDUCATE AND ENGAGE THE PUBLIC & OUR PARTNERS TO ADVANCE

OUR CONSERVATION MISSION:

e Williams Creek received 0 visitors this month and Alchesay received a total of 32 visitors.
With snow and ice on the ground visitation is understandably low.

UPCOMING EVENTS.

I

e 100,000 RBT from White Sulfur Springs NFH week of February 22
e Coordination with the State
e Travis Taylor at the Fisheries Administrative Conference
e Isaiah Paxson at NCTC attending “Intro the fish health”
e Possible stocking of San Carlos Apache Reservation- delayed pending BKD analysis results?

e DPossible Transfer of 150,000 4” RBT from Williams Creek to Alchesay for April stocking as
subcatchables

e Jimmy Smith to return to work on light duty February 22
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Thanks again to Jennifer Johnson for help with APT spawning





