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Sonoran Pronghorn Return to King Valley 
 

Yuma, Ariz. - For the first time in over 100 years, Sonoran pronghorn are residing in 

King Valley on the Kofa National Wildlife Refuge. 
 

The Sonoran pronghorn have been protected under the Endangered Species Act since 

1967, and the United States population was on the brink of extinction in 2002 due to 

habitat fragmentation, human disturbance, loss of forage and perennial rivers, and periods 

of extreme drought. 

   

In early 2011 construction was approved for a 0.5 square mile captive breeding and 

release facility in King Valley, a location historically occupied by the species, to establish 

a population, expand its range, and bolster pronghorn numbers.  The new breeding 

facility in King Valley was completed in December and the transfer of animals from a 

captive breeding facility on the Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge took place on 

Dec. 15.   

 

Twelve pronghorn, two bucks and ten does are currently residing in the pen and being 

monitored by the Arizona Game and Fish Department.  By 2013, it is anticipated that the 

two-year-old offspring will be released from the facility into suitable adjacent habitat. 

 

The Arizona Game and Fish Department and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service would 

like to remind visitors to King Valley that the captive breeding pen and a 1/4 mile area 

surrounding the captive breeding facility are posted and closed to public access for the 

safety of the animals.  For more information please contact the Arizona Game and Fish 

Department in Yuma at (928) 342-0091 or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Yuma at 

(928) 783-7861.  
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The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age, disability in its 
programs and activities. If anyone believes they have been discriminated against in any Game and Fish program or activity, 
including its employment practices, the individual may file a complaint alleging discrimination directly with the Game and Fish 
Deputy Director, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phx., AZ 85086, (602) 942-3000 or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Dr., 
Ste. 130, Arlington, VA 22203. If you require this document in an alternative format, please contact the Game and Fish Deputy 
Director as listed above or by calling TTY at 1-800-367-8939. 
 
The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect and enhance fish, wildlife, plants and 
their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are both a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife 
conservation, known for our scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals and 
commitment to public service. For more information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov.  
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