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SERVICE PROPOSES DELISTING THE HUALAPAI MEXICAN VOLE  
 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is proposing to remove from the Endangered Species list the 
Hualapai Mexican vole of northwestern Arizona. The proposal is based on extensive reevaluation of 
the endangered subspecies’ status and updated genetic information.  Publication of the proposal 
begins a 60-day comment period.  
 
In 2004, the Arizona Game and Fish Department petitioned the Service to delist the vole. Their 
petition called into question the taxonomy of the subspecies and stated that might be part of a 
broader ranging species.  
 
When added to the list of endangered species in 1987, the Hualapai Mexican vole was known to 
occur only in the Hualapai Mountains (southwest of Kingman, Ariz.) but also thought to occur in 
the Music Mountains and Prospect Valley to the northeast.  Some experts contend that what was 
thought to be a narrowly distributed subspecies is actually one of many slightly varying populations 
within a larger subspecies or full species distributed across much of northern Arizona.   
 
The 1987 final listing rule for the vole relied on the best available information at the time and only 
included voles found in the Hualapai Mountains.  However, genetic research suggests that 
populations occur more broadly in the Hualapai Mountains, Music Mountains, Hualapai Nation, 
Aubrey Cliffs, Chino Wash, Santa Maria Mountains, and Bradshaw Mountains and possibly Round 
Mountain and Sierra Prieta.  Currently, the best available scientific information does not support the 
recognition of a separate Hualapai Mexican vole subspecies.  Based on this information, the Service 
is proposing to delist the vole because it no longer meets the definition of “species” under the 
Endangered Species Act.   
 
The Hualapai Mexican vole is a cinnamon-brown, mouse-sized mammal with a short tail and fur 
that nearly covers its small, round ears.  It inhabits woodland forests containing the grasses and 
sedges upon which it feeds.  The vole was added to the endangered species list due to its rarity and 
very limited habitat along with threats posed by drought, elimination of ground cover due to grazing 
by livestock and elk, increased concentration of ungulates at developed water sources, and human 
recreation.  
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“The Endangered Species Act is a flexible and science-driven statute; it is appropriate to consider 
the best available science,” said Steve Spangle, the Service’s Arizona Ecological Services Field 
Supervisor.  “We’ve evaluated the current, best available genetic information on the vole and it has 
led us to propose delisting the subspecies.”  
 
The Service will accept public comments received or postmarked on or before August 3, 2015.  
For more information on this proposal, what to comment on, or how to submit comments, see the 
Federal Register notice on our web site at http://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/arizona/. 
 
As the Division of Ecological Services in the Southwest Region, we work through and with 
others to achieve conservation of Service trust resources, focusing on imperiled species, through 
and with others.  America’s fish, wildlife and plant resources belong to all of us, and ensuring the 
health of imperiled species is a shared responsibility. We’re working to actively engage 
conservation partners and the public in the search for improved and innovative ways to conserve 
and recover imperiled species. To learn more about the Endangered Species program, go to 
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/. 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service works with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, 

wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. For more 

information, visit www.fws.gov, or connect with us through any of these social media channels: 
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Correction (6/3/15):  The initially posted/distributed version of this news release erroneously stated 
that a “30-day” comment period was being opened.  This version correctly reports that the comment 
period is open for 60 days and will close Aug. 3, 2015.  
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