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II.

I1I.

IV.

Relationship to RIPRAP

General Recovery Program Support Action Plan

IV.F. Conduct Monitoring to evaluate effectiveness and continuation of
endangered fish stocking.

IV.F.1. Assess the monitoring needed to evaluate the contribution to recovery of
endangered fish stocking over relevant reaches, life stages, and
generations.

IV.E.2. Determine how monitoring contribution to recovery will be conducted and

how (or if) it will be consolidated with ISMP.
Study Background/Rationale and Hypotheses:

The Recovery Implementation Program for Endangered Fish Species in the Upper
Colorado River Basin (Program) has approved stocking plans that were developed by
Utah and Colorado. To meet the objectives outlined in each of those plans, the hatchery
facilities are preparing to meet those demands. When production is maximized, the
Program will be stocking thousands of fish into various portions of the Green, Colorado,
Yampa, and Gunnison rivers.

Previous monitoring of experimentally stocked fish has concentrated on intervals
immediately after the stocking events. There is a need for a monitoring plan designed to
determine the long-term success of these stocking events and other restoration activities.
Implementation of this project will provide for the development of a long-term
monitoring plan that can become a portion of ISMP.

Study Goals, Objectives, End Product:

Objectives

1) Assess the monitoring needed to evaluate the contribution to recovery of
endangered fish stocking over relevant reaches, life stages, and generations.

2) Determine how monitoring contribution to recovery will be conducted and how
(or if) it will be consolidated with ISMP.

End Products

Development of a long-term monitoring plan that can become a portion of ISMP and be
implemented in such a way that accounts for the multi-faceted approaches of the stocking
plans.

Study area:

The area this monitoring plan will address follows the stocked sections of the Upper
Colorado River basin as identified in the respective stocking plans.
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VL Study Methods/Approach:

The primary approach will be to review existing data and consult with the necessary
experts to develop comprehensive long-term monitoring plan that evaluates the
effectiveness of stocking.

VII.  Task Description and Schedule:

Task 1. Review existing data as it relates to effective monitoring of the various life
stages of Colorado pikeminnow, razorback sucker, humpback chub, and
bonytail in the relevant reaches of the Upper Colorado River basin.

Task 2. Consult with known experts regarding effective monitoring of the various
life stages of Colorado pikeminnow, razorback sucker, humpback chub,
and bonytail in the relevant reaches of the Upper Colorado River basin.

Task 3. Develop a long-term monitoring plan that can become a portion of ISMP
and be implemented in such a way that accounts for the multi-faceted
approaches of the stocking plans. A draft final report will be provided for
peer review by February 28, 2001. A final report will be provided to the
Biology Committe by April 30, 2001. This timeframe will allow for
development of a scope-of-work and implementation of this plan in FY-
2002.

VIII. FY-2001 Work

Deliverables:
See above.
Budget:
UDWR USFWS LFL
Report Writing $4,500 $4,500 $4,500
Travel $ 500 $ 500 $ 500
$5,000 $5,000 $5,000

IX.  Budget Summary

FY-2001 $15,000
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