Hawaiian College Students Work with the Service to Restore Rare Habitats and Educate the Public
In fiscal year 2010, the Pacific Islands Fish and Wildlife Office (FWO) hired three young adults under the Student Temporary Employment Program (STEP). The STEP students are affiliated with local universities and worked as full time temporary employees; their assignments were designed both to elevate the restoration project’s profile and increase their knowledge, skills, abilities and interest in aquatic resources.A “day in the field” for  Service intern Raenne Cobb-Adams, studying the marine environment off the coast of Hawai’i. 
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Anchialine pools are land-locked bodies of brackish water that occur near the coast in and exhibit hydrologic connections to the sea as well as the underlying fresh water table. The Pacific Islands FWO is leading anchialine pool restoration and education program at the Kalaeloa Unit of the Pearl Harbor NWR with the involvement of three student hires, who performed restoration and monitoring tasks, and developed learning stations and an interpretive guided tour of the restoration site.
Anchialine pools have been severely impacted by coastal development because human land use in the Hawaiian Islands is most concentrated along shorelines. In recognition of these threats, conservation and restoration of anchialine pools is specifically identified in the Hawaii Fish Habitat Partnership Draft Strategic Plan. This project has increased the number of pools occupied by anchialine pool shrimp from one to at least 14 and the populations and diversity of shrimp communities in the pools have increased substantially. 

Through a unique and innovative programs inspired by both Hawaiian culture and practices and Western scientific approaches, NALU Studies (Nature Activities for Learning & Understanding) Environmental Education Program provides a unique outdoor learning environment for at-risk youth. The Service has hosted numerous NALU groups for hands-on learning projects for several years. Our goal is to take outstanding students who have graduated from both the NALU Studies program to provide meaningful summer employment working closely with Service biologists as the next step in developing a career in nature.
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