Interagency Agreement F14PG00020
Support Agreement

This support agreement (SA) is entered into by and between the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (the Corps), Philadelphia District, the servicing entity, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (the Service), the receiving activity, for engineering, design, and construction of a beach/dune/marsh platform system to protect and support restoration of the wetland environment within the Xxxxx National Wildlife Refuge (NWR). This SA is entered into under, and is governed by, the terms and conditions of the CORPS - SERVICE 22 January 2003 Two-Way Memorandum of Agreement (MOA). 

All procurement-related actions taken by the Corps hereunder shall also be governed by applicable U.S. Army and US Army Corps of Engineers regulations and policies.

Each party shall have a point of contact to handle matters relative to this SA. 

Description of Work:

Purpose:  This Scope of Work defines the roles and responsibilities between the Philadelphia District of the Corps and the Service for the first phase of a comprehensive barrier island and back barrier tidal flat/ marsh restoration multi phased project for Xxxxx NWR. The first phase entails repairing approximately 6000 linear feet of a foreshore and frontal dune and 40 acres of  back barrier marsh platform approximately 250 to 300 feet in width traversing 6000 linear feet in management Unit II  between Xxxxx Beach Road and Fowler Beach Road.  The second phase of this comprehensive project will entail the restoration of a Spartina alterniflora dominated tidal marsh behind the barrier island. This phase will include design and construction of tidal channels to distribute the tidal prism and potential augmentation of the marsh platform with sediments dredged from spur channels in the Delaware Bay. This first task is for design and preparation of plans for the subsequent phases.

As the servicing agency, the Corps shall provide the goods and services listed herein. The Corps shall also provide such other related goods or services as may be required to complete this scope and as may be agreed upon in the future.

Task I

The Corps will:

1. In cooperation with Service personnel, prepare a supplement to the existing Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Refuge encompassing the entire dune/marsh restoration project including the proposed sand borrow area for dune construction. Development of the EIS supplement shall include, but not be limited to, the following: identifying and inviting potential cooperating agencies (including the Corps) to participate in the development of the EIS; establishing the responsibilities of the Service as the lead federal agency for insuring compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act; Magnuson-Stevens Act (Essential Fish Habitat); and the decision-making process regarding whether the EIS should include the required Section 404(b)(1) analysis for proposed discharges of dredged and fill material into aquatic resources subject to the  Corps’ regulatory authority under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.
2. Provide technical assistance to the Service for Service’s submission of applications for all federal and state permits necessary to implement the project.
3. Design an optimized profile for the beach/dune/marsh platform. The protective dune system shall begin at the southern terminus of the Refuge holding in Unit II, run northward through the breached barrier beach, and extend 250-300 feet into Unit II to Fowler Beach Road. The proposed profile should provide the maximum protection practicable from the available sand fill material. The protective dune system shall tie into existing dunes at each end and the dune height shall approximate the height of those existing dunes. The protective dune system shall include a 250-foot to 300-foot wide back barrier marsh platform on the landward side of the dune. 
4. Assess the geotechnical work performed by the Delaware Department of Natural Resources (DNREC) for the borrow area identified in the Atkins Global report to determine if the material is suitable and sufficient quantities exist.
5. Conduct a reflection/diffraction analysis of the proposed profile and the potential effect the borrow area will have on the proposed project and adjacent properties.
6. [bookmark: _GoBack]Incorporate the planting plans developed by the Service consisting of spartina alterniflora  into the project design for the back barrier marsh platform and Cape American Beach grass (Ammophila breviligulata) for the foredune . The Service will provide QA/QC for the planting stock.  Spartina and Ammophila plugs derived from local seed stock will be used exclusively. 
7. Provide draft plans and documents to the Service at intervals listed below for reviews and feedback.
8. Delineate and survey all areas of aquatic resources and jurisdictional boundaries within the limits of the project per the delineation requirements established by the  Corps Regulatory Program.  Applicable jurisdictional boundaries are those that identify the limits of the Corp’s regulatory jurisdiction under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  The delineation of applicable State jurisdictional boundaries may also be required.
9. Schedule site visits, working meetings, conference calls, and other activities as necessary to accomplish the work in a timely and efficient manner.
10. Generate cost estimates and proposed work schedules for Tasks II and III.
11. Consult with and notify the Service when there are issues or events which cause schedule deviations.
12. Contact project POC to identify any areas of cost that may deviate from awarded amount of IAA before incurring those costs and to seek approval from the Contracting Officer.

The Service will:

1. Develop planting plans for the marsh platform and foredune components of the design.
Plans will be delivered to the Corps for inclusion into the 65% design. 

2. Provide a project manager to serve as a liaison to the Corps. Duties will include attending site visits, working meetings, conference calls, and other activities as necessary to support the timeline and schedule of the Corps.  

3. Review planning and draft documents and provide quick turn around and feedback to the Corps.

4. Provide reviews of draft design or planning documents at 35%, 65%, and 90% completion intervals.

5. Consult with the Corps and notify the Service when there are issues or events which cause schedule deviations.

6.    Prepare and submit applications for all federal and state permits.


Deliverable Schedule and Period of Performance

	This phase of the project is to be completed in its entirety by August 31, 2014: 

	Agreed to Milestones are as follows:

	Supplemental EIS documents: 
Due date:  April 30, 2014

Wetland delineation report and all other information needed for submission to the Corps regulatory branch and State of Delaware for permits necessary to complete the project (e.g. CWA Section 404, Section 10, Coastal Zone Consistency, State of DE Subaqueous Lands and Wetlands, ESA Section 7 consultation). 
Due Date: April 30, 2014.  


35% Design:  Due Date:  April 15, 2014
65% Design:  Due Date:  May 30, 2014
95% Design:  Due Date:  June 30, 2014  


MANDATORY CLAUSES


(1) Either party may propose modifications to this Agreement. This Agreement is binding when the Service Contracting Officer signs it. You must send requests to extend the period of performance to the Contracting Officer sixty (60) days before the last day of the period of performance. After the agreement expires, the Contracting Officer will not grant requests for extension. You must send other modification requests to the Contracting Officer no less than thirty (30) days before required execution.
(2) If a disagreement arises on the interpretation of the provisions of this agreement, or amendments or revisions to the agreement that the parties cannot resolve at the operational level, each party must state in writing the area(s) of disagreement and give the statement to the other party for consideration. If the parties do not reach agreement or interpretation within thirty (30) days, they must send the written description of the disagreement to their respective higher officials for appropriate resolution.
(3) The Buyer may cancel or terminate the agreement with written notice. If the Buyer cancels or terminates this agreement, the Buyer is liable only for payment for services rendered before the effective date of the cancellation or termination.






