UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service
300 Westgate Center Drive
Hadley, MA 01035-9589

Lake Umbagog National Wildlife Refuge (NWR)
Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP)

Public Hearing - Newry, Maine
July 31, 2007

Tom Goettel (Hearing Officer): Okay, welcome to the second public hearing for the Lake
Umbagog National Wildlife Refuge Comprehensive Conservation Plan. My name is
Tom Goettel and I'll be the hearing officer tonight. I work for the Fish and Wildlife
Service in our regional office is in Hadley, MA. Can everybody hear ok? My role is to
facilitate the recording of your oral comments on the draft CCP. There is no more
presentation, no further presentations by the Service tonight. Instead, this is your
opportunity to give us your thoughts and ideas, and our opportunity to listen. We’ll be
recording your testimony on video and audio tapes. The tapes will be transcribed by a
professional court reporter and posted on our web site in September. The transcriptions
will become part of the CCP’s Official Administrative Record. Your comments will be
considered along with all written comments received. The Service’s response to these
comments will be in an appendix in the final plan. So, here’s the process for the rest of
the evening plus a few ground rules. First of all, I will call individuals to the podium in
the order listed on the sign-in sheet, which I have right here. Now is the time to add your
name to the list if you’d like to speak. And we’ll certainly take, like last night, we’ll
certainly take people that walk in and come up later too. After being called up, the first
thing you need to do is to state your name and please spell it out, again this is for the
court reporter that’s going to be transcribing the proceedings. After spelling your name,
you’ll have four minutes to provide your comments. You can read from prepared text or
speak off the cuff. We need to stick to the allotted time, so Eddy Edwards over here will
alert you with a flash card when you have two minutes left, when you have 30 seconds
left, and when your 4 minutes are up. So please be respectful of this timeline. If time
permits, you can sign up for a second opportunity to speak. We only ask that the second
time provide new or different comments from what you provided the first time. Only one
person will have the floor at a time, so if you’re not at the podium, we ask that you
respect whomever is speaking and remain quiet. I just want to reiterate that our purpose
tonight here is to listen and record your comments. We will not be answering any
questions or responding to your comments at all. We will end the hearing after the last
speaker or at 9:30 p.m. whichever comes first. And now I’ll turn it over to Nancy
McGarigal, who spoke earlier, for a couple...for a few more remarks.

Nancy McGarigal:  Thanks Tom. As I mentioned I think already, that...uh this is the
second open house/public hearing we’re hosting. There is a series of five. Tomorrow
night we’ll be in Berlin and then we have, next week, we have a night in Concord and a
night in Augusta. You’re welcome to attend any of these subsequent meetings if you’re



interested and provide testimony again or provide comments again if you choose. We
encourage your attendance. I think it’s very interesting each town has its own dynamic
and you may be intrigued as to what others are saying. As the person, as myself, who
will likely be the one synthesizing and summarizing the comments that come in, I’d kind
of like to give you some advice on what would be most helpful to me as I work through
that process. First of all, we’re looking for substantive comments on our draft proposal,
on this draft plan, which I hope you either have a copy of or have access to. We’ll be
honest with you, we know that there’s some controversy in town with the refuge manager
and some other undertakings he’s done as a private citizen, and that is not necessarily
appropriate discussion tonight. I am not the one to be telling these concerns to. I’'m not in
Paul’s line of authority. No one here tonight is. So if you have comments or concerns
unrelated to our proposal, there are other avenues to pursue that through our office and
you can contact me and I can tell you who would be better suited than us here tonight.
Also, submitting your comments in a question format is not that helpful. We are trying to
make ourselves available to respond to your comments, get your...excuse me...to your
questions, get your...get things answered for you so that your comments come in with
substantive concerns. It’s not helpful to submit a question because I don’t really know
what to do with that, how to interpret your concern when it’s a question. You know, I
might be able to respond quickly, give you a call whatever, but...um...it’s difficult to
treat questions as substantive comments, so please use us to the extent possible by phone,
email, visit. Let us get your answers..., excuse me, your questions answered. It’s also
best if you can elaborate on an opinion that you have. We hear folks concerned about
some of our proposals. For example, someone here tonight is concerned about horseback
riding. To submit a comment that just says “I want your proposal to include horseback
riding” is not that helpful. We need to know why it is so important that this area, you
know, is important for your use and enjoyment of the refuge. We need something to
substantiate that. Opinions in and of themselves are not that helpful. It doesn’t give us
anything to respond to in terms of what we need to do to elaborate on our rationale. But,
we welcome all comments and concerns. We’d also be interested if you have noted any
factual errors, or something you don’t think is very clear in the document, because we
will be coming out with a final document and we would like to clear up any of those
errors or explain ourselves better if you think that would be useful. As Tom...Tom
Goettel, already mentioned, we will be taking all these comments that we receive, both
written and oral, here at these testimonies and summarizing them, synthesizing them, and
responding to them. This will come out in the form of an appendix to the final plan. And
by the way, when the final plan comes out, there will be another public comment period.
So, you do have another opportunity. You will see in that appendix to the final plan how
we modified our proposal perhaps because of your comments. Or, there may be places
where we clarify or elaborate on our rationale to better explain ourselves. But, it should
be pretty clear by reading that appendix how we treated your comments. Just to remind
you, the decision-maker in this process is the Northeast Regional Director of the Fish and
Wildlife Service, that’s Marvin Moriarty. He is based out of our MA office, Hadley, MA
office, which is where I’'m based out of. Finally, we are announcing two changes to our
schedule. We have...hopefully many of you got the postcard in the mail...extended the
public comment period another 30 days. It was loud and clear in the session we had in
Errol that there was too much information to digest, too quickly and...um...while you



may not be fully satisfied with the 30-day extension, that is what we have proposed. So
your written comments are...we would like to receive them by September 21%. Please
keep in mind that even if you stand and speak here tonight and give oral testimony,
you’re still welcome to submit a written comment. You may decide you want to elaborate
on something you said or follow up on something somebody else said, so feel free to
provide written comments as well. And then finally, in response to last night and what
appeared to be the expectation that it would...that it was going to be another information,
question and answer session, and because of the turn-out that we had last night, we
decided that we are going to offer another information session, question and answer
session in Errol in about 2 weeks. We’re tentatively looking at August 16™, but we didn’t
have the opportunity today to verify the availability of the town hall in Errol. We will be
sending out postcards this week, as soon as we can verify that date. We’re hoping that by
having it within 2 weeks, approximately the 16™ that still gives people a month to digest
what they hear in that discussion and provide us with substantive comments. Again this
was in response to concerns last night that we heard. Um...that’s all that I have, so I’ll
turn it back over to Tom.

Goettel: Ok, before we get started, anybody have questions on the procedure? Again, you
just come up to the podium over here and state your name, spell your name. For example,
my name is Tom Goettel, G-O-E-T-T-E-L. That’s....that’s it.

Goettel: Okay, our first speaker that signed up is Kevin Slater.
Kevin Slater: Do you want me to spell my name, is that what you said? Both?
Goettel: Yes, just the last.

Slater: S-L-A-T-E-R. I am a Master Maine Guide. I have had my guide’s license
for 33 years. And, about 20 years ago, Pauley Mahoney and I sort of changed the type of
guiding we were doing. We established Mahoosic Guide Service and went from doing
more hunting and fishing kind of guiding, to now we do primarily canoe trips and dog
sled trips. And, as I said, for about 20 years the bulk of our trips, quite a few of them, are
within what has become the National Wildlife Refuge. And initially, when the proposal -
there was a proposal out there for National Wildlife Refuge, I was pretty open-minded
about it and generally supportive of it. Um... a lot of my friends and neighbors were
shaking their fingers saying “Oh, no, when the Feds get in here, they are going to start
getting more regulations and restrictions.” And, I said, “Well we’ll see.” I don’t want to
see the whole place get developed, and I like hearing loons on the lake and so we’ll see.
Um... having said that, there are some specific things that are in the current plan that
cause me some great concern, since it is my livelihood and has been for 20 years. With
respect to - it’s under the Appendix C - Findings of Appropriateness - there’s a section
there, Sled Dog Mushing, and it says if the answer to any of the above questions is “No”,
we would generally not allow the use. And there is a “No” in E. And the summary
conclusion is that the proposed use is not appropriate. If an existing use is found not
appropriate outside the CCP process, the Refuge Supervisor must sign concurrence.
Okay. So you could see where this would cause me some great concerns; this is how |



make my living. Um... I talked to Paul today on the phone and what I would like to do is
not just tell you what I want to submit a map, but I would like to have a meeting and have
some dialogue. My suggestion for a point of process for the whole proceeding would be
to involve us in the process more, not just listen to our comments, go back and meet and
come out with a revised plan, but you may wish to consider, I respectively suggest, you
create some kind of citizens advisory board that can work with you on your revised plan.
What seems to be missing is clarity about how the process goes about to come up with a
final plan and if we will actually have, you know, I think it is better to have a dialogue. If
you don’t have a dialogue, you’re going to have rumors. And, I think you have already
seen the rumor mill in action. Okay. So, I have some specific current concerns which I
will set up a meeting with Paul and I’1l be happy to address them and go over some
specifics. But for sure, I need more than just mushing around. I understand there is no
restriction on the lake, but we are competing with an international market. We’re
competing against Canada, Alaska, the Yukon Territories, and we need more than just to
go around Umbagog Lake. We need bush trails and we need to be able to camp in the
winter within the Refuge which I see is not allowed under the current plan, but I’ll be
happy to offer some specifics and um... I think you may want to look at the process. So,
ah, because process is everything, and I think it would be very helpful to dispel the rumor
mill. Thank you very much. (applause)

Goettel: Thank you. The next speaker is Nancy Thew

Thew: Nancy Thew. My last name is spelled T-H-E-W. Like Kevin, my concern
is in your document on C-11, it says that horseback riding is not appropriate. I have no
safe place to ride. This is my love, it’s my sport. Just like snow machining, and hunting
and fishing. Um... I’ve heard gates are going up; I saw tonight on the map downstairs
that gates going up. Am I going to be able to get around them? If you close this off, I
have to trailer my horse someplace. Um... there are five other horses in the area. I know
a few of them go riding up there, you know. I just want to know if it’s going to be
accessible? That I do not have to ride Route 26. This is a safety issue. I have ridden by
deer; they just look at the horse like “hey who are you” - you know, the moose pick up
their head and look. The birds just stay where they are. There is no environmental
damage. He’ll even fertilize it for you, ya know. This page really upsets me. I just hope
that it stays open. Thank you. (Applause)

Goettel: Thank you. Our next speaker is Mike Parshall.

Parshall: Good evening, my name is Michael Parshall P-A-R-S-H-A-L-L.
Thank you for this opportunity. Just a brief intro. I bought a retirement home with 20
acres in Upton off of East Bee Hill. I planned on hunting, fishing, hiking and
snowmobiling. Without getting into what’s going on, I bought it, and I’'m here because
I’d like to give my points to improve the current management of the Refuge. So, some of
the things that I’ve seen that are in the book that I’d like to point out - that I’d like to have
changed is on hunting. I’m and avid hunter and sportsman, and in there, it is stated that
would be something that if it is in conflict with a visitor, that that may be something that
may be changed by rule by the Park Manager. I think that needs to be looked at. The



Maine/New Hampshire Lake borders both Maine and New Hampshire. It is already
heavily patrolled by Fish and Game from both Parks - I mean both states, and I think that
adding the government in that dimension is just going to confuse everybody and I have a
concern with that. The other thing that I have noticed is that if you are driving down
Route 16 toward the Refuge, you have a lookout that, even if you have binoculars, you
can’t see beyond the trees. I am confused with that, so I’'m worried that if there is more
land, how many people are going to be able to use or see the wildlife in there without
walking in there. Um... I’ve noticed that if you - I drive around the lake quite a bit, and
it’s very difficult. I’ve noticed that there is rotting buildings that have been bought up by
the government that are just sitting there, dilapidated. It looks like heck. I think that was
- that’s an environmental problem. The roads are not maintained. They’re gated. Even
if you get down there, you need to have a really good 4-wheel drive. Once you get there,
to go watching for birds or whatever you want to do, there is a gate. I have concerns that
by the increase of acres that there will be more deteriorated roads and that the access is
going to be very difficult. I don’t understand why the Refuge needs to have more land. I
wish that they could just manage the land that they already have. Just improve all uses
for everybody. As a sportsman, I am concerned. I am looking at the presentation today,
and I love birds, I love all animals. I am an animal lover, but I am wondering when if
possible, back years ago when I was a kid, in Washington, there was a spotted owl
phenomenon where they had a spotted owl, it was endangered, my facts on that might
skewed, but they closed the whole Refuge or forest to recreation, lumbering. I’'m
concerned about that. Boating - right now we currently have a boat launch that is terrible.
And, personally I thought that maybe it looks like, where most boaters are not wanted
there, and there is speculation as testimony, is that maybe we’re not wanted there and so I
have some concerns about that. Um... the buying up of property, I have concerns about
that. Um.. it seems like it is killing the local business. I don’t want the Town of Upton to
be like Grafton. There is nothing there. I think that when the government takes over, or
they purchase property, and they allow it to deteriorate, or they purchase it for a lifetime
ownership, and then that person leaves that it just - it kills the population there. I am
concerned about that. Other things that are just phenomenal - we have all these acres and
they are limiting blueberry picking to certain amounts. I think that I wanted to take the
time here to try to make my points, for when they are all done, and they come back, that
it takes in everybody’s view. And, I’'m - for right now - I’m for Part A - but with
improvements. And last but not least, I am really concerned that if you really take a look
at the Book, you have a caveat in there that says that the rules are left by - could be used
by — or are counted by the Refuge Manager. And depending on who that is, it concerns
me. So if we could take a look at that, I think that this may you know - may improve our
conditions and may eliminate some of the frustrations and rumors and concerns. Thank
you. (Applause)

Goettel: Thank you. The next speaker is Robert T. Folsom, Sr.

Folsom: Thank you. My name is Robert T. Folsom - that’s F-O-L-S-O-M, Sr.
Thank you for the opportunity. Good evening everyone. One of the things that at last
night’s meeting that wasn’t brought out by Nancy is, that it was an overwhelming interest
in having Plan A. There was only four people in the whole room of a 120 some odd



people. So Plan A seems to be what they want; kind of keep the status quo. Um... I have
a little difficulty with the curtailing of freedom of speech here by saying what we can and
cannot say, although I do respect that request. The Refuge definitely - the Refuge
personnel definitely needs to have a class in all the First Amendments. First Amendment
- Freedom of Speech, Freedom of Press, and Freedom to Petition. I won’t go any further
on that particular subject. I think that if the management would turn things around a little
bit here, would be a lot more acceptable. Like for instance, when I asked the manager,
“Isn’t the Refuge to have more people come, why wouldn’t you want more people?”

And he said, “Bob, you misunderstand. We don’t want more people, we want less
people. That’s the reason we’re making an overview, to have people view the lake from
a distance.” I’m sorry. I have a difficult time with that. I’ll now go into suggestions -
they seem to want to exclude or limit snowmobiling where we all know that this is a
snowmobile area - | mean this is great amount of money to our economy. They ought to
be expanding the snowmobile trails. Put a hut up, so somebody can go there. So they
can utilize to see the animals and so forth during the winter months. More camping sites.
You know - yeah - we’ve got some camping sites that you can pay $11 a night and that’s
not a problem. You’re going to need some more. I mean, when you bring more people,
and the boat ramp is you know - is really a clue to that - we can’t even get a trailer there -
you need more camping sites. Fishing sites. Yeah - more fishing sites. Hey, maybe over
at the Potter Farm - have some fly tying classes for the young people. Get them involved.
Show them how to fly fish. These are the things that will bring people to the Refuge and
interest in the Refuge. You know, as far as like no fishing contest. I mean, what harm is
that going to do? Come on - we need to bring people in and have them want the Refuge.
Say, gee, this is great having this Refuge. Look at what my kids are learning. They are
learning how to fly fish. Hey - have a trapping class. You’re against trapping? Fine, if
they don’t want to go, just don’t go. These are the things. You know, as far as, I still
would want you to reiterate that you have no control over the open water. That limits
everything that we can do. And, I think that that is important. I mean there were some
people out there with kites that were on skis this winter. That’s not on your list. Boy,
they sure had a great time; they were going like crazy. Wind sailing on the lake with an
ice boat. All of these things. No motor vehicles on the lake. These people do want to go
down and go ice fishing. You ought to start working on more positive things to get
people; bring up the morale of the community. Get the people interested in the Refuge.
You know as far as - if you want people to do things, it’s not because you make them or
you say they can’t. It’s because they want to. And, I think Dale Carnegie course kind of
sums that up. So, how to influence people and make friends and influence people I think
is the name of his book, and I think everybody reads it, so, it’s because they want to.
And, I think you ought to work on that, and I think you’d have a lot more acceptance in
the community. Thank you very much. (Applause)

Goettel: Thank you. Um... Mr. Folsom is the last person I have
signed up. Is there anybody else who would like to talk? This is your chance. I would

encourage you to get up there - come on up.

Speaker: Is it possible for me to stay seated?



Goettel: No m’am - this is an official hearing. You’ll need to come up front.
Please state your name.

Yarnell: I’m Joy Heyward Yarnell, and the Potter Place used to be my ancestor’s
farm. My house cemetery is kind of surrounded by you, or almost. And, I’ve been
coming here since I was three years old. Summers. And, I’ve lived here for 26 years
full- time in Upton in my great uncle George’s home. And, my great uncle Daniel was a
guide in the Upton to Rangeley area. He used to hike back and forth between Upton and
Rangeley because he had family both places on what you call the Potter Farm and where
his mother lived in Rangeley. And he was quite well known as a photographer. He died
in 1911 at age 50. At any rate, my son has all his information. My son is a great
fisherman. He loves going out to B Pond. And, I agree with a lot of what’s said about
keeping the area open to hunting and fishing. I have my own feelings about 4-wheel
drive vehicles, etcetera, but that’s all right. The thing is that most people seem very short
sighted and to think they can keep it the way it is unless you are able to, in time, control
the drainage system into Umbagog Lake. And that means buying a good deal more land
in the periphery. And without that, it’s all going to change. You and your children will
no longer enjoy what’s there now. Umbagog Lake will turn into a cesspool. And that’s
about it.

Goettel: Could you state your name one more time - spell it please. This is for the
record.
Yarnell: Yes, [ am Joy J-O-Y, Heywood H-E-Y-W-0O-0O-D, Yarnell Y-A-R-N-E-L-

L and my husband worked very hard trying to put this Fish and Wildlife together before
he died. Yes.

Goettel: Thank you very much. (Applause) Anybody else like to speak?

Speaker: Joe Bernier B-E-R-N-I-E-R. Um... I’'m not much of a public speaker, I'm
a little nervous. The three choices that you give us really are not choices; there are no
good choices. There’s not good, worse, and a lot worse. So, our choice is to take the
lesser evil which is A. You already have 20,000+ acres. You’re looking for 6,000 more,
just for Umbagog. Country-wide you have 95,000,000 acres of Refuge land. How much
do you need? You know, let us live our lives. Let us keep our land. Let us keep control.
You’re going to box me in. What you want to buy goes all the way around me. I’ll be
able to ride my snow machine up and down Back Street and that’s it. Thank you.

(applause)

Goettel: Thank you. Anybody else?

Vilodeau: My name is Gary Bilodeau B-I-L-O-D-E-A-U. I think you guys have
done a really good job in the past years with everything you’ve got going here. A lot of
hard work goes into this and I’ve been backing you up; talking to a lot of people. I really
like a lot of things you have done. I definitely think Alternative C is no good. I think
that is too much land; I don’t think you’ll be able to manage that properly. I could be



wrong; but that’s just my thoughts on that. I look at Plan B and I think that is kind of
okay; a little more land would be good. Some of that land needs to be managed a little
better. But, I'm just going to get into the recreational part of it that I don’t like. I would
like to see you do Plan B, but I would also like to see you improve everything with the
snowmobiling, boating, snowshoeing, cross country skiing, mountain biking, horseback
riding, dog sledding - all of it. I think everything should be expanded more. I’'m a big
snowmobiler and when I see - we do not plan to increase opportunities for either
snowmobiling or camping, I don’t like that. I’'m looking at the land you people are going
to purchase, and I agree with some parts of it, but the places I ride.. I don’t like to ride on
trails all the time. I like to cross the lake, go out back to B Pond, “C” Pond, like to do
backwoods riding. The trails are busy. It’s crazy out there on the trail system on the
weekends. So, if you take away that, that hurts. Just like you’re taking away the dog
sledding from Kevin, horseback riding - you know. This is what we have around here.
And we’re very passionate about it. So, I agree with a lot of what you have going and I’d
like to get involved with somehow coming up with a plan to increase snowmobiling,
making boating better, mountain biking - I go mountain biking out on the back road.
Now I hear rumor, I don’t know what truth it is of it, but I mountain bike from my place
down to B Pond and I go in down to Pebble Beach area and I don’t know, now I guess I
can’t do it. So, I really hope we could work together and get the recreation part of it fixed
up. Thank you. (Applause)

Goettel: Thank you. Would anybody else ....

Speaker: Thank you for being here, giving us this opportunity. I am Joanna Reese -
J-O-A-N-N-A R-E-E-S-E and I am a local concerned citizen born and raised in this here
state, and I would just like to state, for the animals and trees since they do not have a
voice, that well...let’s not forget them. I completely agree with increasing as much
preserved land as we possibly can. Future generations will thank us, and I strongly
believe in limiting motorized access of all types because I do believe that fossil fuels are
running out. Thank you. (Applause)

Goettel: Thank you. Any others - anybody else? Since there is nobody else who
would like to speak, we will open it up again to those who have already spoken.

Speaker: (Robert Folsom Sr.) Thank you. I just had a quick comment. I just
wanted to thank the Refuge personnel, and the other people that came from Hadley, for
coming here and giving us an opportunity to speak. And sometimes we forget that, so I
did want to thank you. And, I want Eddie’s job when he gets out of that. Thank you.
(Applause)

Goettel: Thank you. Thank you very much. Anybody else?

Speaker: My name is Dave Bonney B-O-N-N-E-Y. And, I have ties to the
Cambridge, NH area since the 1830s. I believe the reason the Refuge came here was
because they liked what they saw. So, somebody must have been doing a little something
right to get you to come here. And, part of that was that the land was open to essentially



all uses, and with the land being publicly funded, I would hope that you could continue to
keep the land available for the public’s use in keeping it as multiple use as possible,
knowing that there are compatible uses throughout your acreage for the different uses that
people have voiced tonight. Thank you very much for the opportunity to speak.
(Applause)

Goettel: Anybody else? Okay, if there is no further testimony, this concludes our
second public hearing, and I thank everybody for attending and for all your input.
Nancy, lan and Paul will all be around downstairs for any questions afterwards. Again,
thank you very much. (applause)

END OF TAPE
Transcribed by
Action Business Services

15 Benton Drive
East Longmeadow, MA 01028



