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candidate species, or to designated or proposed critical habitat; (2) identify studies, monitoring, 
or research to develop new information on listed, proposed or candidate species, or to designated 
or proposed critical habitat; and (3) include suggestions on how the Service can assist species 
conservation, as part of their action and in furtherance of their authorities under section 7(a)(1) of 
the Act [50 CFR §402.02].   
 
During hibernacula trapping studies two significant bat hibernacula were documented.  These 
mine portals represent significant winter habitat for bats that range widely during other seasons.  
Included are two additional bat species of federal concern, the little brown bat and eastern small-
footed bat.  These species have also experienced significant population declines since the white-
nose syndrome epidemic. 
 
Species of concern are species that may be elevated to candidate or listed status pending further 
review by the Service.  Candidate species are species for which the Service currently has 
substantial information on file to support the appropriateness of proposing to list as threatened or 
endangered.  Both candidate species and species of concern are known to be facing various 
threats, and have usually suffered substantial population declines and/or habitat loss.  Although 
these species receive no regulatory protection under the federal Endangered Species Act, the 
Service strongly encourages federal agencies and other planners to consider these species when 
planning and implementing their projects.  Efforts to conserve these species now may preclude 
the need to list them as endangered or threatened under the Act in the future.   
 
The Service has identified the following actions that, if undertaken by PennDOT and/or the 
FHWA, would further the conservation and assist in the recovery of the Indiana bat and other bat 
species of concern: 
 

 Work with the Service to develop guidelines for addressing Indiana bat and NLEB issues 
associated with roadway projects in Pennsylvania. 
 

 Develop and participate in educational and outreach efforts on Indiana bats and NLEB. 
 

 Develop conservation banking as an option to protect essential Indiana bat and NLEB 
foraging, roosting, and hibernation habitats. 
  

To be kept informed of actions minimizing or avoiding adverse effects, or benefiting listed 
species, candidate species, species of concern, or their habitats, the Service requests notification 
of the implementation of the conservation recommendations that are carried out. 

 
Reinitiation notice 
 
This concludes formal conference on the actions outlined in the information presented with the 
Federal Highway Administration’s July 18, 2014, request for initiation of formal conference.  If 
the NLEB becomes federally listed under the Act, this conference opinion can be converted to a 
may affect, [DECISSION ERROR CORRECTED] and is likely to adversely affect [DECISSION 
ERROR CORRECTED], decision.  If so, the reinitiation triggers in the 2013 Supplemental 
Biological Opinion would also be applicable to NLEB.  






