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JARBIDGE RIVER POPULATION STUDY

Introduotion
The Vest Fork of the Jarbidgs River of the larger stresms in

narthezstern Nevada, Toe sieep gradient and relative infertility are mot
¢ondueive to producing largs fish, btut conditions sre adequate tO maintaim -
ged population of small wild rainbow trout, Catchable trout s stocked
sach year, FRelsases have varisd from 2553 pounds 4m 1956 to 1000 pounds
in 1958 and 1961, The valus Ot this management practics ie¢ questionable.
351 48 evident fr<m past oresl checks that a large perventage of the
catch is composed Ot wild rainbows,

A road parallsls the stremm fron the Idaho line to the hesdwaters,

and seoveral perzancnt Forest Service campgrounds are present, As a result, .
moderate gm~mt of snglar usage ooomwrs during the 41 1 manths, |t wes
estimated thet this streem supported 2100 angler daye in 1957,

A Mimited population study wes initisted im 1961, A1) fishpla,ut-e:ﬁ
were marked by removel Of the edipoge fim, Thlrty»{ive lnw:tre{ bﬁﬁ
averaging 84 inohes were stooked with half of this allotment releused in

1ate Juwe and the remainder stooked in rid-iuly:, PFeriodis ereel checks were
‘made during July and fugust to obtain angler eussses end catch detas Tas

tirega 11.. sampled with elsstrvefishing gear in O¢tober,

fwenty«two spot cheeks were complated during the psst year, %The
sreraze suocess Ol 75 amglers wae 3.9 flsh per hour, inglar suscess dsta
obtaimed during the past alx years ¢amared to the sanmal relesses of satshe
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able trout are listed in the following table.

Total No. Ave,Suoecess Pounds o
— Jheokad! Pl ‘!W_
2 0 3 e -
1958 28 16 1;900
. 26 3.8 1,228
1ot = 3¢9 1,000

Varistions in sngler mucesss sould NOt be correlated with yearly plantings,
This ie probvably dee to the limitad smcunt Ot creel cemsws data during wost
yoars,

It is svidemt that total usage wap considerably less thes
the gafd %2 1957 estimate Ol 2100 sngler deys, Pressure during the past
year was probably betusem 500 and 1000 smglex dzy=,

Only twenty per cent Of the 298 angler-caught trout exsuined were
froz the 1961 plentdngs, Average sire was 6.8 inches, ¥W1d trmbt averagsd
6.1 inohes, wheress hatohery rainbovs sversged 9.5 inonss, The lstgih
frequancy destriation was 18 follows:

Mn, Sin, 6in, 7in, 8in, Zin, 30fm, 1iin, 12dn,

Batohsry Rainbows w = . . 1 24 £ 6 2
¥ild Trout 8 5 100 60 18 1 1 - -

Bewven stresy seotions-totaling 1065 foet $m length were sa=vied tm
Dotober, One mmdred and gix trout were captured with 35 bedmg 6 inoh. . o
over, Only wins of the cstchable trout had been stocked in 1561, BKleven
hxtchary £5sh were tekem compued 10 95 wAld trout,. The population . . timate
was SE5 tront per wile imoduding 173 catchable. pmr xile, 8ix nundred feet
Of strein wvar sampled ir Ampmst 1954, The trowd population, at thak
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time, sversged 357 fish per mile and 11 catchable. per =zils,

The gmee fish population im 195L ... composed of wnitefish and brook,
reintow, and cutthroat treut, 10 brook or cutthroat trout wers observed in 1961,
Tie abmerncs of brock trout is of partisnler significance, a: over 5000 prnds
of brock trout have teen stosked 4m the Jarbidge River sinse 195h. Yhe
feilnre Of this species to 2stablish 4taslf is difficult to understand.

" Gemalusions

e data obtained during the past year indicate that hatoheyy rele .
oouldibs setetantislly reduced without adversely affesting fiching o:ee
Tt 4= sugeested that the 1962 gllotmant be reduced to 750 poumds, This
m should be evaluated through creel ohecks and 2 fall populatios

¥o brook trout showld bs stocked in ths future, Dus tO the failure
af tose fish tO establish five yoars of pelsases,

i t appeirs that this species iz not well suited to this enrircyment,

Donald J, King
Distriet mhexjjal Kansger
Ouyhoe District
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