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May 2005 Informal Consultation Letter
from USFWS to CSI






United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND' WILDLIFE SERVICE
Nevada Fish and Wildlife Offica
1340 234
Reno, Nevada 89502
Ph: (775) 861-6300 ~ Fax: (775) 861-630]

May 20, 2005
Harvey Whittemore

6600 North Parkway
Yparks, Nevada 89436

t ' ” "= Dear Mr. Whittemore:
d iy

Plan Strategy

wis held on April 19,2005 at the request 0fCoy0te Springs Tnvustrnent

Owner and and Mr. Ford (roBCYN)  the
purpode _ the ofon-going by Coyate Springs
Investment (CST) in Clack County (CC). Activities being nadertaken by CSJ are covessd OF
approved under Conservation Plan (MSHCP) 1021 (8)'
perntit. |n addition, the meeting was requested to outline 10 move forward, in an
expedited manner, with ofan appliontion for a Plan, and
accompanying Environmantal (EIS) for a Section 10¢a)1(B) permit in Lincoln
County (LC) only.

Attendess:

Harvey Ownar and Chaimman ofCoyote (CsT)

Mike Ford, ROBCYN Environmental Consultants (Mr. Ford also represented Resource Concepts
fac., contraeted to the Hep for CSI)

TAKE PRIDE -~ ¢

INAMERICASSSY




~* Hatvey Whittcmorc

o 1 . by and replaced with 40 acres on site. In 100 acres
Php of wetlands will wlthin and adjacent to the proposed devalopment i CE.
Lot b

. 7 (Consultation) for the 404 permit will
teanslocation Of desert tortoise in CC once approves the Translocation
Program (as defined below), than of as authon:ed under
the MSHCP in Clark County. In addition, the Consultation will rely on the cesmnitments

made by CSI  the MOA (yet 10 be executed) for the BLYUSNWA
Right of Way pipeline BO for on the Moapa

o The boundary adjustments of leased and in CC allow fur the development of
6,381 acros ofthe Paharanagt Wash along the Mexdow
Valley in ACOE 404 Land Uge Plan, heldin

for and No rerddential
units wilf be deveJoped east of  perennial

« CSI the to pay a $550 urder the CC
MSHCP. and to pay million in congsrvation funding. CSI
agrees 10 pay the additional $1.5 in two equal installments of $'50,000,

X with the initial installment due within 30 days after the date on which the
. ACOE 404 is The second will be due within 30 days
N aftec the onwhich  CSILC MSHCP  approved. CS| agrees to place thiese funds
! i an interest-bearing account to at the direction ofthe Service througb e Rep
|

steering committes for the foUowing purposes:

(I) Desert tortoise survey and translocation efforts in the CC portion of the CS{ property,

which wilt commencs within 60-days after onwhich  Service disignates a
and a (as defined
in addition to any requirements imposed utider the CC MSHCP. Surveys
and in CC will be in an expedited manner, but consistent

with a science-based propowal to be developed by CSI, in consultation withl the
Service, and specics experts at UNR Biological Resources Research Centin' {UNR}

(b) Surveys ofthe CSI in LC, and the rest ofthe Mormon Mesa Racavary Unit,
B will be conductedin  effort to that can be to
e determine ofdesert tortoige and its the MMRU. to
identify congetvation that can serve to off-set future development in CSV
|.e MSHCP. shall  completed at the directi.on ofthe
Service on or before January 1,1007.
b (c) The Service will hold amesting with CSI, ROBCYN, and specics experts 10 make
. ‘:i_’ ff'l S _ on priority fencing actions in areas in CC. Priority
REER fencing of the C81 development axea in CC be with MSMCP fees

T from in 1 4, above). .
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(d) The Servica wiJ] work with MSHCP Administrator to reserve or set aside Jic

$550/acre for of
actions that may be in the CC development or MMRU, such az
ingreased law enforcement.

(<) specics during for degert tortoise w.ll be used
in the development of the CSI LC MSHCP, and by CSI and in  final
reserve design for CC adaptive to be devi:loped by
CSI and ROBCYN in consultation with the UNR.

() CSf, ROBeYN and the Service will establigh that will oversee

the identification and funding of conservation actions on CC conserved laiuis and CSr
LC MSHCP Section 10 permit implementation, once the permuit s fssued.

Actlons
It wag agreed that CSI MSHCP will be to LC only, CSI will
conduct meetingy for the purpose of EIS for the MSHep
application and informing  public of ongoing in C€. The seoping
meeting will focus on the new LC MSHCP, among other igsues, thlf; it is
intended t0 mult-species habitat conservation plan for federally special

status gpacies,

identified in the BLM lease and private land will
in Lincoln County (LC). Theleased land is estrnated to
be approximately 13,800 private in LC is estimated v be 22,140
gores, In to the 13,800 of certain lands in the
CsSl not to permanent
wit! in and will be counted &5 &
for the l.e MSHCP. (The final acreage will be quantified durng
the LC MSHCP CSl and the will work togsther: to
will as minimization for apeocies
bensfits, Such may include fencing, development md open
space developments, and that will aid in species management.
Mitigation fees fur ofprivato will be $800  acre, 1re
estimated to generate more than $17.7 million dollars permit period. )izes will be
paid as lands (2000 acres per 6 below), rather
than when land schedule will conservation actions

to occur up front and  monitored

Survey information collected by the Service within -+ MMRU wAll be identify
that can be to improve the status ofdasert tortoise and its habitat and to
offset the development ofCS| in Le.
3




Harvey Whittemors

o Translacation of tortoige in LC WiN be undet a sclence-
to be by CSl in with the Service and UNR
BRRC specias from will and used in

furthering within the MMRU through an manzgement
program,

e Thll current ratio of davelopable land to 0.6:1 (this not include the
wash acreage), which does not meet the Services mitigation Section 10 Hep issvance
o, In an effort to and conservation Ofconserved land 1o as close
an to n 1.1 ratio as possible, andto  adaptive management to the extent, CSI
has not to than 2,000 acres per over the firat eight years of the
to tffg'\g‘;ghedule agrees that CSI can develop a total of
16,000 ycres, leaving’ﬁ,lipf acres ofprivate land for future disposition.

« At ths baginning of Year 9, the a review of ofthe

tortoise and of recovery within the MMRIJ, as agreed
to under the ofthe LC HCP pemmit. The review is for the purpose cf

in with CSI, whether additional (ofthe 15,140 acres

within I e nieeds to be conserved. The of for a fndjng that
additional lands are needed for comservation of the species will rest with the Service;
be blaged on the results of analysis of the

benefits of the congervation actions and effects of the initial sight
years of permit Service and analysis within  (6)
months and present to CSI upon completion.

»  To accomplish the analysis identified above, the Service and CSI will establisti
advisory (SAT) to work with to develop

veness monitoting program be funded
P fess,

|

f » (ST commits to provide up 460 acre feetlyr of CSV or suchs other water
Tl tights that to and up to five percent ofany CSI water
J the basin to to for  purpose fif
'; offsctting groundwater pumping ofthe carbonate and any potential impacts on
Moapa dace.

® (St is committed to work the to of hiting additional
for CSI and ROBCYN, to ensure that all LC MSHCP planning, and Jiadangered
Act Policy Act compliance by

1,2001. The to diligently in and

roviews t0 rueet the May 1, 2007 completion date for the approval ofthe CSI t-e MSHCP
and tysuance ofthe 10 permit,




E Harvey Whittemore

| 'Weo appreciate the willingnass of the CSI team to work with the Servics iN conseryi ng desert

, and listed while thefirst phase ofllie CSt pyrpject IN
CC #nd the HCP in Lincoln Co. We look fOlWard to this continued collaboration ag w: move
public phases of the NEPA and section 10 processes, | Will dg alf 1 1y

procesd as sxpeditiously as possible to dl of the commitments agreed to.

Sincerely,

Robert D. Williams,

,.,i.;‘;'if,"if_llg' ¢ . Mike Ford, RobCyn, LLC, Las Vegas, Nevada

Assistant Managet, California Nevada Operations Office






