CHAPTER 8. DESERT TORTOISE EXCLUSION FENCE

RECOMMENDED SPECIFICATIONS FOR
DESERT TORTOISE EXCLUSION FENCING

These specifications were developed to standardize fence materials and construction procedures
to confine tortoises or exclude them from harmful situations, primarily roads and highways.
Prior to commencing any field work, all field workers should comply with all stipulations and
measures developed by the jurisdictional land manager and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
for conducting such activities in desert tortoise habitat, which will include, at a minimum,
completing a desert tortoise education program.

Fence Construction

Materials

Fences should be constructed with durable materials (i.e., 16 gauge or heavier) suitable to resist
desert environments, alkaline and acidic soils, wind, and erosion. Fence material should consist
of 1-inch horizontal by 2-inch vertical, galvanized welded wire, 36 inches in width. Other
materials include: Hog rings, steel T-posts, and smooth or barbed livestock wire. Hog rings
should be used to attach the fence material to existing strand fence. Steel T-posts (5 to 6-foot)
are used for new fence construction. If fence is constructed within the range of bighorn sheep,

6-foot T-posts should be used (see New Fence Construction below). Standard smooth livestock
wire fencing should be used for new fence construction, on which tortoise-proof fencing would
be attached.

Retrofitting Existing Livestock Fence

Option 1 (see enclosed drawing). Fence material should be buried a minimum of 12 inches
below the ground surface, leaving 22-24 inches above ground. A trench should be dug or a cut
made with a blade on heavy equipment to allow 12 inches of fence to be buried below the natural
level of the ground. The top end of the tortoise fence should be secured to the livestock wire
with hog rings at 12 to 18-inch intervals. Distances between T-posts should not exceed 10 feet,
unless the tortoise fence is being attached to an existing right-of-way fence that has larger
interspaces between posts. The fence must be perpendicular to the ground surface, or slightly
angled away from the road, towards the side encountered by tortoises. After the fence has been
installed and secured to the top wire and T-posts, excavated soil will be replaced and compacted
to minimize soil erosion.

Option 2 (see enclosed drawing). In situations where burying the fence is not practical because
of rocky or undigable substrate, the fence material should be bent at a 90E angle to produce a
lower section approximately 14 inches wide which will be placed parallel to, and in direct
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contact with, the ground surface; the remaining 22-inch wide upper section should be placed
vertically against the existing fence, perpendicular to the ground and attached to the existing
fence with hog rings at 12 to18-inch intervals. The lower section in contact with the ground
should be placed within the enclosure in the direction of potential tortoise encounters and level
with the ground surface. Soil and cobble (approximately 2 to 4 inches in diameter; can use larger
rocks where soil is shallow) should be placed on top of the lower section of fence material on the
ground covering it with up to 4 inches of material, leaving a minimum of 18 inches of open
space between the cobble surface and the top of the tortoise-proof fence. Care should be taken to
ensure that the fence material parallel to the ground surface is adequately covered and is flush
with the ground surface.

New Fence Construction

Options 1 or 2 should be followed except in areas that require special construction and
engineering such as wash-out sections (see below). T-posts should be driven approximately

24 inches below the ground surface spaced approximately 10 feet apart. Livestock wire should
be stretched between the T-posts, 18 to 24 inches above the ground to match the top edge of the
fence material; desert tortoise-proof fencing should be attached to this wire with hog rings placed
at 12 to 18-inch intervals. Smooth (barb-less) livestock wire should be used except where
grazing occurs.

If fence is constructed within the range of bighorn sheep, two smooth-strand wires are required at
the top of the T-post, approximately 4 inches apart, to make the wire(s) more visible to sheep. A
20 to 24-inch gap must exist between the top of the fence material and the lowest smooth-strand
wire at the top of the T-post. The lower of the top two smooth-strand wires must be at least 43
inches above the ground surface.

(72-inch T-posts: 24 inches below ground + 18 inches of tortoise fence above ground + 20 to
24-inch gap to lower top wire + 4 inches to upper top wire = 66 to 70 inches).

Inspection of Desert Tortoise Barriers

The risk level for a desert tortoise encountering a breach in the fence is greatest in the spring and
fall, particularly around the time of precipitation including the period during which precipitation
occurs and at least several days afterward. All desert tortoise fences and cattleguards should be
inspected on a regular basis sufficient to maintain an effective barrier to tortoise movement.
Inspections should be documented in writing and include any observations of entrapped animals;
repairs needed including bent T-posts, leaning or non-perpendicular fencing, cuts, breaks, and
gaps; cattleguards without escape paths for tortoises or needed maintenance; tortoises and
tortoise burrows including carcasses; and recommendations for supplies and equipment needed
to complete repairs and maintenance.
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All fence and cattleguard inventories should be inspected at least twice per year. However,
during the first 2 to 3 years all inspections will be conducted quarterly at a minimum, to identify
and document breaches, and problem areas such as wash-outs, vandalism, and cattleguards that
fill-in with soil or gravel. GPS coordinates and mileages from existing highway markers should
be recorded in order to pinpoint problem locations and build a database of problem locations that
may require more frequent checking. Following 2 to 3 years of initial inspection, subsequent
inspections should focus on known problem areas which will be inspected more frequently than
twice per year. In addition to semi-annual inspections, problem areas prone to wash-outs should
be inspected following precipitation that produces potentially fence-damaging water flow. A
database of problem areas will be established whereby checking fences in such areas can be done
efficiently.

Repair and Maintenance of Desert Tortoise Barriers

Repairs of fence wash-outs: (1) realign the fence out of the wash if possible to avoid the
problem area, or (2) re-construct tortoise-proof fencing using techniques that will ensure that an
effective desert tortoise barrier is established that will not require frequent repairs and
maintenance.

Gaps and breaks will require either: (a) repairs to the existing fence in place, with similar
diameter and composition of original material, (b) replacement of the damaged section to the
nearest T-post, with new fence material that original fence standards, (c) burying fence, and/or
(d) restoring zero ground clearance by filling in gaps or holes under the fence and replacing
cobble over fence constructed under Option 2. Tortoise-proof fencing should be constructed and
maintained at cattleguards to ensure that a desert tortoise barrier exists at all times.

All fence damage should be repaired in a timely manner to ensure that tortoises do not travel
through damaged sections. Similarly, cattleguards will be cleaned out of deposited material
underneath them in a timely manner. In addition to periodic inspections, debris should be
removed that accumulates along the fence. All cattleguards that serve as tortoise barriers should
be installed and maintained to ensure that any tortoise that falls underneath has a path of escape
without crossing the intended barrier.

December 2009 8-3



DESERT TORTOISE EXCLUSION FENCE (2005)

wi 4-slrand
d-strand wirs fance Steal pasts
. ) ssting woad or wire fence
¥ Bastan . melal pest
A Hog rings
12-18" inlarala
Graund level - - 11 et - Sen Delall B
Galvanized
Material
Gaianizad fance 5
material & .
- {
See Dot=d B . i
% ! ] £
A “ll..____l - E
) =
1-nch ] 2
— i
SECTION A
2-inch
RECCOMMENDED DESIGN FOR
DESERT TORTOISE EXCLUSION FEMCE
EEMERAL NOTES:
OETAIL & 1. Ersure that fence posts and malerials confom 7. Backfll benches with sxcavaled matarial and
#0 the standards appravad by the U5, Fish and COMpECT e metsial.
Wildife Serdca,
8. Attech fence maledal to all gabas. Ensure that
2. Engung that tha height above ground level is no clearance at bese of gate achiaves zere ground
d-sirand wirs fancs - " |ess than 16 inchas and no higher then 24 inches, clearance.
i | 12_?"?- h'I-I'Eh'HF] . 3. Ensure (hal e dapth of fance maters! balow g,  Substilute smaoth wire for Garbed wire if additional
S b b Ly - T — graund levells about 12 inches bt nodess lhan __SURPRIWIes are NAcassany,
fi inchas. (See SECTION A abova)
10, Tha number and placemant of support wires may be
4. Install addiional steel pasts when span babaasan modified fo allow sheep and deer to pass safaly,
axisting fenca posls excasd 10 feal. .
I 2 inch 11. Emsign atthe adge of tha fance matarial whare thea
N " - &, Artach fance material o exdsling fence ar wire fence crasaas washes may ooour and reguines
ﬂl:-;'l-ab: il Ry wsing Fog rings at 12-nch intereals. sppropriata and timely moniodng end rapair.
rn
# Festen fanice mstedial 1o pasis with 3 fis wires 12, Tie the fenca into ecisting culverns and callleguards
DETAILS wilk 2 wire near the top, I:E:':inm, and centar of 18 when determined necessary to allow desert forolse
famca mataral. passage undemeath roadweys.

December 2009 8-4



FOR BEDROCK OR CALICHE SUBSTRATE

1. Use this fanca design (ses bakw] anly for that partion af the fenca whare ferce material cannot be pleced
& inches below exdsting ground leval due to prasanca of bedmck, large rocke o celiche suzstrata.

2. Ensura that tha fence haight shove ground level ia no lesa then 22 inches,
3. Ensura that thare is & zem io 2inch ground clearence &t the band

4.  Ensure that the bent portion of the fence is hing on the graound and pontad in the drection of dasart
torinisa habitat.

5, Cover the portion of the fance thet is flush with the grownd with cobble {rocks placed on top of the fence
matesial 1o & veriicel thicknass up & 4 inchas)

[if When subsirale no longer |5 composed of bedrack or caliche, install fance wsing design shown abava,

d-glrard
wairE [ance
d-atrand wire farice 500 Datall 3
. Hog mngs '
Existing wood or 12-18° inbervals
Sen Detail B
Craalw
Graund tevel eile ol
14 mcheas
Must achiaws 8 Daro b0 2-inch
graund cisarance & band Cohle- upo 4 inchas
Gahvanized fenca covaring fence rraberial
e el S

Bust achieve a 2em to 2-inch
grownd chearance al band

SECTION B

Cobbie- ug lo4 nchis
coparing fenca materisl

December 2009 8-5

1
| 30 inchag Izziht.ma




	Chapter 8.  Desert tortoise exclusion fence
	Recommended Specifications for  Desert Tortoise Exclusion Fencing
	Fence Construction
	Inspection of Desert Tortoise Barriers
	Repair and Maintenance of Desert Tortoise Barriers


